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Goiioral Features. 

Reforms. — The introduction of the Reforms Scheme was tlie outstanding 
item of interest of the year under review. The Government of India Act was 
passed at the end of 1919, and the new fonn of Government was introduced 
on the 3rd January 1921. The year 1920 was devpteci to the framing of rules 
under the Act and to the election of the new Legislative Councils. In Bengal 
the l.egialative Council will consist of 139 meml)ers. The interest shown in the 
elections varied very greatly. Out of five seats on the (^ouncil of State, four 
were contested. In the two non-Muhammadan constituencies, with a total 
electorate of 1,332, 927 votes were recoriled representing 046 voters; hut in 
the two Muhammadan constituencies only 250 electors vote<l out of 678, f»r 
36 8 per cent. There w^ere fourteen constituencies for the Legislative Assem 
bly and only three of them were uncontested. The percentage of voting was 
best for the electdon of a representative of Indian Commerce, where 95 2 ])cr 
cent, of the electors recorded their vote^; but the constituenc y is a .small one 
and contains only 147 electors. The six non-Muhamnjadan constituencies 
were by far the large.st, with a total elet'torate of 128.604, of whom 34,466, 
or 26-8 per cent., voted. Though the f)crcentage is small, the; size of the 
constituencies and the area over which they are spread, whicdi made canvassing 
very difficult, are to lie rememliered. The figures for the three Muham- 
madan rural constituencies w'ere leas satisfactory, only 8,015 electors 
out of 39,946 having rec*.orded their votes. In the Land holders' constitu 
ency, 296 voted out of 517. For the Bengal I.egislative Council there 
were 94 constituencies, returning 113 members. Twenty thre<^ of these 
sent in unopposed returns of 30 members. In the 71 contested constituencies 
there were 892,591 electors ih all, of whom 262,030, or 30 per cent., voted. 
With the exception of the very small constituencies (Indian Commerce and 
Land-holders), the voting was best in the Calcutta University constituency, 
in which 4,084 votes were recorded out of 6,144. There were spirited con- 
tests for the European constituencies, in which 49 1 per cent, of 

* Tlie General Summary of the Admtnitiraiion report for 1918-19 was brouicht down to the end of 
1919 with the object of minimising the interrml between the latest oocnrrences described in it and the 
date of its publication and the present rammarj carries it on to the end of 1920 with the same objeta. 
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the electors voted. The 36 non-Muhammadan contested oonstitnen* 
cies, with a total electorate of 482,ild6, recorded 166,630 votes, quite 
a «ali«factory result in view of tftle size of' the electoral' roll and'^te large area 
concerned. In theJ20 contested Muhammadan constituencies the poll was 
not 80 good, but of an electorate of 397,170, 88,448, or 22-2 per cent., voted. 
The new Council consists at present of 20 officials (four ex-o^cio), of whom 
16 are Kiirof>ean.s and 4 Indians, and 119 non -officials, including the 3 Minis- 
ters, comprising 16 Europeans, 40 Muhammadans, 61 non-Muhammadans, 
and 2 Anglo-Indians. 

2. Nti»so»spsr a tim. — As elsewhere, the non-co-operation movement 
in Bengal rnanift^sted itself during 1920. It began in February, wdth a 
conference held by the Bengal Khalifat Committee in tlie Calcutta Town 
U;ill. The attendance was between 5,000 and 6,000, cbictly Muham- 
madans. 'fhe meetings were orderly, but the resolutions passed were 
strongly wordetl and showed a tiesire to sever all connection with the 
British Government. The main tenets of the non-co-operation movement 
were iiccepteti ami it was decided to hold a hartal on the 19th March 
1920, and to semi a telegram to the Viceroy and the King Emperor dwlar- 
iug that the Moslems of India would find it impossible “ to keep their 
.strcular loyalty intact.” unless their demands regarding the Khalifat 
were /wccfited. Before the 19tli March, however, somewhat milder 
counsels prevailed. Tlie completeness of the hartol was modifieti in the 
caaesof fWHilies Hn<l mill-hands, and a certain section of the leaders decided 
to tone dt>w'n the wonling of the telegram. Generally speaking, the 
hartal was only a qimlifietl success. In tlie luufassal the day passed off 
quietly ami the Udegram, as originally worded, was only de,spatched from 
five flistricts. In (^alcutta tliere was more, activity, and only three of the 
telegrams despatched were in Uie modified wording, but the meetings were 
orderly and there was no disttirbance. A second hartal was declared for 
tlie 1st August 1920, but this wwia a failure, and there was considerable diver- 
gence of opinion at the various centres as to the policy of non-co-operation. 
Early in September the apetdal meeting of Congress was held in Calcutta, 
when the principal plank was non-co-ojieration. The Bengal extremist 
leaders were mostly in favour of a mollification of Gandhi’s non-co-opera- 
tion, raeolution, but they were outvoted by a little more than two to one, and 
the resolution was carried. The movement has, however, gathered very 
little strength in the actual observance of the boycott. Some intending 
candidates refused to stand for the Legislative C/Ouncil, and in one case a 
title was r^gned, but the general feeJing of the pieople has been apathetic. 
With the-exeeptioR of~ the MuhaanmadtiP new s p a peiRj the tone of the press 
has been moderately restrained, though die stringency with which the Press 
Act was enforced was relaxed at the beginning of the year, and out of 19 
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newspapers and 87 presses, which had been required to give security, 
the deposits of 16 newapapns and 79 presses were refunded. 

3. EcMiomie positien. — The high prices which prevailed in 1919 
showe*! no signs of abatement until the end of 1920, though the extraordinary 
rates at which food-stuf^s, particularly rice, were selliug iu the latter half of 
August and the b^inning of September 1919 did uot recur. During the last 
three moutJiS' there was a fall in the }>rice of rice, hut the rate is still iiigh. 
On the whole, however, there was leas economic distix^ss during 1920 than in 
the previous year. This may be attributed to twti main caiiscfs, namely, more 
effective food oontrol and general rise of wages. In Hengal, as elsewliere, food 
control, whiub was tentative and beset witli dif}icultie.s at first, lH*came more 
efficient as experience was gained, and there is no doubt that the absence of 
violent* llnctiiations of price was due to the t;are and foresigln with which lh<' 
situation was watched and controlled. The import of Burma rice into Bengal 
was not heavy, but it had the effect of checking any alarming im reasc in the 
price of the local supply. The imiiort was re opened in .lunc 1{>20, with an 
or<lor for 22,6tM) tons, and hy the end of «luly the demand had fallen off con- 
siderably and there was a .slight droji in the price of Bengal riix*. wdiich other- 
wise would almost certainly have stiared. Wages, umlcr normal conditions, 
follow prices; but tliere is a perioil of adjiistmenl during whirh wage 
earners are faced with very real hardships. 'I'liis jieriod of di(li»'ulty 
spread over the greater part of 1919, but during 1929 the ad ju.sf nu^nt was, 
for the mo.st part, effected, ami the condition of the wage earning clasws is 
now more .satisfactory. There is every sign, too, tliat the cultivators have 
benefited by the rise of prices. Everywhere there has been a tendency on 
their part to hold on to their stocks, and profiteering hy middlerneii has been 
less. The agricultural outlook during 1020 was, on the whole, satisfactory. 
Following on the bad season of 1918-19, which resulted in scirious flepletion 
of stocks, the moderately good crops of 1919-20 ami favourable ])ros|>ects for 
1920-21, though neither can lie desc'rilied as bumper years, are gradually 
restoring the situation and a further fall of prices is anticifiated It is 
unlikely, however, that the pre-war level will be readied, a.s India mu.st 
necicssarily feel the effect, though in a less degree than mo.st European coun- 
tries, of the general depreciation of monetary standards. 

Legislation. 

4. Bengal Acts. — The following Acts were passed l*y the Bengal Legis- 
lative Council during the year 1920: — 

The Cruelty to Animals Act. 

Tlie'Bastem Frontier Rifles (Bengal Battalion) Act. 

TSie Calentto Bent Act. 

The Caleiitta Pilots' (Amendment) Act. 
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The Bengal Alluvial Lands Act. 

The Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act. 

The Calcutta Port (Amendment) Act. 

The Indian Red Cross Society (Bengal Branch) Act. 

5. Cruelty te Aniimle Act. — The Cruelty to Animals Act in the first 
place amends and consolidates five separate enactments on the subject, 
under which the law had become involved and difficult of administration; 
arul in the setjond place it strength's and adds to the existing legisla- 
tion in certain matters to which attention was called by a committee which 
was appointed in 1915. The chief of these relates to the matter of over- 
loading. in rcjspect of which the law is defective at present. The Act con- 
tcinjf>late.s the establishment of a system of weigh-bridges at various conve- 
nient cent re.«i, to which overloaded carts would Iw taken and the excess load 
would l»e removed. The strengthening of the section-s which deal with the 
working of unfit animals i.s another point to whic'h the committee drew 
special attention, an<l which has been provided for in the Act; a provision 
has also In'cn added (section 25) for the destruction of suffering animals 
under the order of a Magistrate, or the Commissioner or Deputy Commis- 
sioner of Police, The law for the prevention of the objectionable practice of 
l‘Jnika has been made more stringent, and the liability of owners and contrac- 
tor.s in respect of the driving of unfit animals has l>een defined. 

ft Calcutta Rent Act. — The C\'ilcutta Rent Act evoked much discus 
sion, lir»th in the Council and in the press, but on the whole its reception was 
f»nournhle. It prescrilies a standard rent fcr all premises in Calctittji, which 
(generally speaking) is 10 per cent, above the rent paid on the Ist Novemlwr 
1JMB a dale selectetl ns l>eing prior to the abnormal ri.se of rents, due to 
shortage of accommodation and land speculation, which ncoes.sitated the paas- 
ing of einergencv legislation to protect the public. No increase alwve 
the .standard rent is recoverable and no tenant »'nn lie ejected as long as he 
pays the standard rent. The Act, which follows the general lines of similar 
legislation in Bombay and Rangoon, applies to all premises let for residenti.al 
purfioses or for shops or offices, and includes hotels and boarding-houses. 
It will be in force for three years, and does' not apply to premises erected 
after, or in course of erection at the time when, it came into force. A Con- 
troller of Rents Was appointed immediately after the passing of the Act, and 
over a thousand applications for the fixation of a standard rent have been 
de.alt with by him. 

7. The Bengal Agrieultural and Sanitary Impravament Aet. — ^The 
Bengal Agricultural and Sanitary Improvement Act consolidates and amends 
earlier legislation and provides a procedure few the csecution of drainage 
and other sanitary improvement schemes in agrioultiiral areas. 
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8. The CMcutta Port CAmondmont) Aet. — The Calcutta Port 
(Amendment) Act provides for the appointment of a whole- time stiJaried 
Chairman of the Commissioners of the Port of Calcutta, in place of the present 
arrangement under which the Chairman (w'ho is unpaid) is usually ‘ the 
Member of the Board of Revenue and the executive work is done by the 
Vice-Chairman. The latter will be replaced by a Deputy Chairman, who 
will be the chief executive officer under the Chairman. 

The other legislation of the year calls for no special comment, but the 
extension of the Workmen’s Breach of Contract Act to Narayanganj deserves 
notice. This Act w’as extended on the application of the Narayanganj 
Chamber of Commerce to provide means of de;iling with fraudulent jute 
assorters and other skilled labourers who were in the habit of taking advances, 
usually under different names, from several firms, with no intention of ful- 
filling their contracts. 

Provincial Finance. 

Financial position. — The financial jmsition of the TVesi<iency under 
the reforms scheme has lK?en the subject of much discu.ssiou during the year 
umler review. In 1911) an attempt was made to arrive at a norma] scale 
of revenue and expenditure for all provinces on the basis of the Montagu 
Chelin.sford report. In Bengal this show'ed a considerable <leficit. F.arly in 
19:20 a committee tinder the presidency of Lord Meston w’as np|Tointed to 
ettnsider the whole question of imperial and provincial finance. 'Diis com 
mittee visited Calcutta and discussetl the financial position of Bengal umler 
the reforms scheme, and eventually reoomrnenrled that the revenue from 
general stamps, estimated at Rs. 85 lakhs a year, should Ih» pr<*vincia.li/.ed. 
In return for this additional income the initial contribution of ibis Presi 
dency towards the central revenues was fixed at Rs. (>3 lakhs a year, but it 
was provided that the percentage of the total contribution from all proviiutcs 
wdiich Bengal .should lie reijuired to pay in the future should l>e gradually 
raised to 19 per cent., the highest of all the contributing provinces. 'Flic 
Joint Parliamentary Committee dealing with the rules uiidcr the (loverrmamt 
of India Act made a further concession by the grant of (roughly) one-fointli 
of the increase of income-tax alxive the standaril of 1920-21, and added a 
condition that the provincial contribution Uiwards central revenue.s .should 
never exceed the initial sum of Rs. 63 lakhs. The concession relating Ut 
income-tax is not likely to benefit Bengal at least for the next few years, as 
the income-tax demand for 1920-21 is exceptionally high and there is no early 
prospect of an increase. As against the very meagre increase of revenue 
which is now placed at the disposal of Bengal, the provincial expenditure 
has been forced up on all sides. Salaries and establishment have risen 
alarmingly, but the economic pressure is so great that it is impossible to resist 
the increase; and at the same time the development of the province has 
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imposed further burdens, which ^are equally uofivoidafaAe, UfMNQ tlia«eKcli«qiier. 
Fortuiiutely, owing to war economies and an increasing ireveniie under the 
former financml settlement, the provincial balance is latge and amounted to 
Ks. 4,10 lakhs on the 1st April 19!20; but the budget of 4tli20i21, the last year 
under the old regime, showed a deficit of Its. lakhs, and with the mm 
charges imposed by tlie reforms the prospect for next year causes serious 
concern. 

OwiwiMrae* 

10. exports and Imports. — The trade statistics of the Presidency for 
1920 are remarkable. Imports rose by Its. 49*92 crores, as compared with 
1019, but exports fell by Its. 4*02 crores, resulting in a total trade increase 
of lls. 38 3 emres, or nearly 18 J per cent. T'he excess of exports over imports, 
which was Ks. 5.5 crores, or 72 per cent., in 1910, fell to Rs. crores, or 
7 per c<*nt. , in 1020. The. coasting trade remained stationary. The import 
an«l export t)f treasure increased largely on the renictval of the former 
restrictions. (i<ild showed an increase of Rs. 203 lakhs in imports and 
Hs. Ill lakhs in exports, ami silver R.h. 34-6 lakh.s in imports and Its. 151*7 
lakh.s ii' exports. The excess of treasure imports over exports, which was 
Rs. 132 lakhs in 1919, fell to Rs. 100 lakhs in 1920. Turning to the main 
items t)f import, there have lieen remarkable incre.-ises in metals (mostly iron 
and HttH‘l), Rs. 0 03 crores, hardware Rs. 101 crores, machinery R.s. 3 28 
crores. m<»t«*r l ars Rs. 2 33 crores, and railway materials Rs. 3 17 crores. 
Cotton goods, including twist and yarn, also show a great advance in <|uantity 
and still gieater in value, in which the increase -Rs. 10*41 crores is 
nearly 7(» per cent. Sugar ami mineral oil are the only imports which show 
a de« re;i.se. tender exports, hides and skins fell 38 jier cent, in tpiantity and 
no less tlian Rs. 7 48 crores, or 00 j>er cent., in value. Tea and seeds also 
show a heavy ileorease; the latter fell from Rs. 7*01 crores to Rs. 3*67 crores, 
and the former from Rs. 17 crores to Rs. 10*19 crores. The fall in raw jute 
was more than counter balanced by jute manufactures, which rose by 
Ils, 10*48 crores. The large increase which occurred in the export of 
“ country sugar ” (mostly gfiur and jaggery) and in the re-export of Java 
sugar, explains the rise in the price of sugar in India. The frontier trade 
of Bengal with Sikkim, Nepal, Tiliet and Bhutan, continued to expand and 
die total value Rs. 202 lakhs~in 1919-20 was the highest yet recorded. 

11. Exchaitge. — With a drop from 72 per cent, to 7 per cent, in the 
excess of exports over imports between 1919 and 1920, it is not surprising 
that there were violent fluctuations in exchange. The year opened with the 
rupee standing at about 2s. 4d., but in February it rose sharply to nearly 
3s. lOd. In March it was at 2s. 4d. again, and it remained at about that 
level throughout tliat month and April, but from May onwards (with the 
exception of a fitful rally in June) it fell steadily, until it stood at about 
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1«. at the end of the year. The rise of the rupee early in the year ai'd 
the anticipation that it would be permanently fitted ut not lesa than two 
sliillingii, as recommended by the Currency Commission, led to heavy over- 
buying; by Indian importers, and imports rose from Jls. 7tii croj-es to 

Rs. crores, or over 56 per cent. The heavy fall in exchange which 

♦ 

resulted caused enormous losses. Sonieof the buyers refusctl to take delivery 
and the import trade has been seriously disorgani/ed. In cotton piece goot Is 
in particular, the import of which increaiscd from Ita. i;0 iSl crores in 1019 
to Rs. 35'07 crores, the hxsses have been very heav\> , though, owing to ju'tnious 
depletion, the stocks held are not abnormally large. I he (Calcutta piece- 
goods buyers have not repudiated their contracts on the grimmi of the full in 
exchange, as has been dune in Bombay ami Karachi. 

I'J. Port of Calcutta. — The year 1920 was characterizetl by a niurkctl 
revival in the export coal trade and in the miscelhineoiis itn])orl trade, par- 
ticularly iroii and steel. There has also been a large increase in tJu* total 
tonnage visiting the port. 'I'he following hgure.s show the nett tonnage and 
coal*exporls for the last two financial years and ha* the calendar year 
1920:— 

your Fiiiaiiria) ('nlrn<lur yuar 

IIMH ID. liejf/. 

'^ronH. 

Nett ... ... a.SK^tXM; 

Coal expoiKs ... ... 2,2i\i227i\ X.\S'.1K/>0S 

The removal of the restrictions on the ex])ort of c*oal, conihincd with 
the abundance of tonnage, led to .some congestion in the port during April 
and Mayi and when the tahoiir dillieulties at the docks common during these 
months had l>een overcome, they weri* followed by a reduction in tlie raisings 
of coal at the collieries; but in s|)it.e of these dillieulties, the total (‘xport 
was not far short of pre-war figures. Jetty imports, though still below pre- 
war figures, were eharacteri/ed by an unpreeedentt'd pro[)ortion of heavy 
iron and steel, which made rapid work dillieult. 'riiere were no special cir 
cumstaiices encountered in the other branches of trade conducted over the 
Commissioners’ wharves, hut there was a marked revival in the far e.istern 
trade, which is handled in the stream liy* means of laiats. A numbe^r of minor 
improvements were carried out <luring tlie year ami fairly sati.slactory pio 
gress was made with the extension seliemes, the chief of which ate additional 
berths in Garden Reach and the construction of the new King (leorge's 
Dock. 


Industries. 

13. Industries. — The constitution of a regular Department of InduHtriea 
in Bengal took place during the year under review. The present Director 
of Industries was confirmed in his appointment on the Ist January 1920 and 
at once set to work to build up an organization on the lines {»ioposed in the 
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report of the Indian Industrial Commission. Formerly, though the apfk>int- 

ment of Direetor of Industries existed, it was combined with that of 

Controller of Munitions, and the work of tlie latter office occupied 

the greater part of his time. The main work of the department, 

as now constituted, falls under the “ transferred ” administration 

♦ 

aud comprises the development of industries and technical and indus- 
trial education. On the “ reserved ” side come factory, boiler and 
electricity inspcc^tion, the prevention of smoke nuisance and the investigation 
of labour problems. In addition to the officers formerly engaged on this 
work ami the Uslmu-al education inspection staff, which have been trans- 
ferred from the tlepartments which formerly controlled them, a Deputy 
Director of Industries, an ]n<lustrial Intelligence Officer and five Circle 
Offic^ers have Ijeen af»f>ointtid. The Industrial Intelligence Officer is chiefly 
eoncernpfl with the study of labour problems ami, in particular, witli the 
collection of information relating to strikes. The Circle OfficMJrs have 
lieeii posted to the five divisions of the Presidency and they will fonn the 
niu lens of the local organization of the department. An Advisory Hoard of 
business men lia..s been appointed to assist the Director on main ejuestions 
of industrial development throughout the province. This organization was 
not comj)leted till tcovards the end of the year and the progre.ss made by the 
department cannot Is' c.xpcctcd to Ik.*- great during this period. Some 
udvam'c* has. however, Ihh'h made in industrial research, the eiu'ouragc- 
inent of small industries, the collection of information, as-sistance in obtain- 
ing raw inuteriuls and coail, aud local demonstration of improved machinery 
and proc^es-ses. 

14. ResBarch Tannery. — Under industrial rc'se^irch the work of the 
(’alcntta Hesearch Tannery is the most important. Many proc*esses 
of tanning involve chemical and bacterial action, which are greatly 
affected l»y climatic c'cmditions. Careful research is, therefore, necessarj' 
l>efo«o western methods of tanning can l)e successfully introduced in 
India, which, ns is well known, is one of the largest hide and skin produc- 
ing countries in the world. And laboratory investigations alone are not 
8uffi<'icnt; {practical tanning experiments on a comparatively large scale are 
also necessary. The CaUaitta Research Tannery has been established witli the 
object of carrying out this work. Its op>erations began in 1919, but it was 
not till 1920 that the machinerj' and equipment was installed and the staff 
appointed on sufficient scale to produce any effective results. Its chief 
investigations have lK»en dinn’ted towards the production and improvement 
of tanning materials, the action of chrome liquors in the Indian climate, 
the suitability of the water in various parts of India for tanning processes, 
the analysis of leather, and specific enquiries from the tanning trade. In 
the matter of the production of tanning materials important and useful 
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tiiTest%atioiks were made by Dr. Pilgrim, the tannin expert to the Govern- 
mentof India, as to the tnnnin content of the mangroves of the Sunderbana 
His report indicates that the tannin content is in some cases fairly high and, 
if the distribution is found to be good, the Sunderbans should form a fruit- 
ful source of tanning material. 

15. Weaving. — In the development of small industries the chief atten- 
tion of the department has been turnetl to hand-loom wimv'ng. Improve- 
ments have been made in the fly-shuttle slay, the fly-shuttle haun and the 
pit-loom. These have been extensively deinon.sl rated to the weavers of 
Bengal, and in many places they have l»een taken up enthusiastically and 
‘‘ repeat ” orders are coming in fast.* Other improvements consist of a 

dobby ” and an inexpensive take-up motion for hand-looms, hut these have 
only just reached the demonstration stage. 

16. Technical and Industrial Education. — The control of teidmical 

and indu.strial education was transferred to the Department of Industries 
during the year under review. '^e> principal feature the year 

was the appointment of a eommittee chiefly eonsisting of the proprietors of 
large engineering workshops in and around t'alciitta under the pn»siden<*v 
of Sir liajendra Nath Mukerjee. to consider the <jnestion t)f the esl.abli.sh- 
inent of a fully -equipped technical school in (‘alcutta. The eommittw 
worked out all the main details of the .scheme, chose the site fttr the school, 
which i.s now being ac({uired at a (‘ost of about. K.s. 8,J lakhs, and ap[>roved 
plans for the building and j)rf>f)osals for the gemovil lines of instruct ion and 
the organi7..ation of the staff. The Public Works Department are about to 
commence the building, and it is hoped that the .school will be opened early 
in 1922. The question of the improvement of mining edm-alion in the coal- 
fields, which has lieen under discussion for a I< ng time, ‘i is now been decided, 
and the mining interests have agrticfl to ina!;e a contribution towards the 
cost which, with the aid of a Government gr.’.nt, will be Mifficient to finant^e 
the scheme. 

17. Joint stock companies. — (Nimjianv promoting was almost as active 
in 1920 as in 1919, the year of the imlustrial bfiom. ]>nririg the finaneial 
year 1919-20 no less than 514 .companies were registered, a number gieatly 
in excess of that of any former year; but du; rig the bust nine months <if 
1920 the decrease was much le.Hs than wouhH ive t>een ex(^*ect(^«l, in view of 
the general slump in industrial shares. Thre.‘ iuirulred and hfty-.six 
pajiies were incorporated between the 1st Ap II and the 31. st Decernlier 
1920 — an average of nearly 40 companies a month against 43 for the previous 
year. The impulse which has recently Ijeen given to sw^tdeshi enterprise 
may be gauged from the fact that 301 of these 356 companies are mainly 
under Indian management. The figures of authorized capital for 1920 are 

considerably lower than those of 1919-20. In the latter year the tf>tal new 
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CApita) wa« 107^ croreA whereas durti^; the last .’line months of 1920 it was 
only SO crores. 

* 18. Uabmir. — A large proj>ortion of the labour of Bengal is supplied 
fioin othor provintes. These immigrants still maintain their foreign domi- 
cile an.J live near their work without their families. They work in two main 
groups, namely, the major group which lines the hank of the Ifot^hly in the 
vicinity of f’alciitta and is employed chiefly in jute mills, and the minor group 
which works in the wal fields of the Burdwan district. Besides these two 
main griaips, there are the tea-garden labourers and the employees of the 
railways and the inland steamers. None of these labour elements are orga- 
nized into unions, but they .show remarkable pow'er of combined action when 
their work brings them together and tlieir interests are the same. Although 
labour has lieen j)1entiful during 1(120, there has l)ef»n an unprev*edented nuraljer 

of strikes. T’rnctically all of these arose from 
striM*. ' . 

demands for higher wages. Ihey l^egati with 

i.sfdated stoppages of w<jrk in the Calcutta area, and the success winch 
atteinled these le«l others to follow the example. 'Fhe employee.^ of the jute 
mills had, l>efore January 1920. received three siicce.ssive increases of wages, 
ninounting in all to alsait 40 fier cent., ami iluring the latter half of the year 
a three (lay strike r(?sultt^»l in a further all round rise of aliout 10 per 
cent Here and elsewhere the process of adjustment has l>een generally 
amicable. Most of the .strike’s have lunMi short liveil anrl their conduct has 
l>een peaceable. High prices have pressed luir<lly on the workmen, and 
th(^ employers, most of whom have Uvn working at con.sideralJle profit, have 
not l«‘en slow' to grant such concessitms as could fairly l>e claimed. 'Fhe 
most determined and long lived strike was that of the employees of the 
Covernment press(»s in Calcutta, which lasted for 2 months and 9 days and 
resulted in no modification of the terms which Government offered before 
the strike was called. In NovHMiilHjr there was a strike of stevedores' coolies 
in Calcutta, which lasted for 10 days. No cargo t'ould be handled during 
that time and great loss and inconvenience was caused to commerce and 
shipping. At the end of Noveml>(?r considerable unrest was stirred up in 
th(^ coal fields, and a series of strikes occurred in Decemlier, but the position 
was somewhat letter at the end of the year. A complete record of labour 
disputes w'ns liegun by the new^ Ilepartment ■ of Industries on the 1st July 
1920. The number of strikes recorded up to the Illst December 1920 was 
100. There were no lock-outs. In about 10 per cent, of the settlements 
tlie demands of the strikers rvere conceded in full, in about 70 per cent, 
modified concessions were granted, and in about 20 jier cent, the men return- 
ed to work without securing any advantage. There were comparatively few 
strikes in progress at the end of the year. With seven exceptions, the cause of 
fthe strikes^'as a demand for higher wages in every case. The record, as it 
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«too€l on the 81st December 1920. showed that approximately 170, (W)0 work- 
pc»oplehad been involved in strikes since the 1st duly. Some tentative move- 
ments occurred in the direction of the formation of organized lalnnir associa- 
tions. A local branch of the Railway Workmen's As.sociation at Allal abad 
was started at Kharagpur, and called a strike (lasting one day), which was 
denoimced by the central association as unauthorized. Other organiza- 
tions were mostly confined to smaller groups, such as pressmen, motor car 
drivers and tramway men, and did not extern! to the mass of the <»r.linury 
labouring population. 

19. Washington Conference.— The International Labour Conference 
at Washington, <at wltich India was repre.sented. was held towartls the end 
of 1919, but the draft convention and recommendations adopted were not 
considered until the year under review. The propowos. wliicb dc.al with 
the whole question of the employment <*f labour contcmpbitc nrnre c\t.eu 
.sive legislation than anything which has hitherto Imh'u suggested b)r India. 
To ju large extent the Cjovernment of liengal is in favmjr of the an-eptance 
of the recommendations. A sixty hour week in factories and a fifty four-lour 
week in mines has l)een approved, with tlic jiroviso that, it slmll 
not affect the hours during wliich tl»e machinery and plant is kept working 
under a .sy.stern <)f .shifts. 'Phe employment of women and t hildien prc.senls 

S 

special <!ifiiculties in Jiulia, and this liovcrnnanit hava* noi lu*en able to 
ac('ept all the retsmimendat ions put forward nmlcr this head. Ihiniary tnlu 
cat ion is .St ill fai from universal and tin* sf, age of cuijpulsory education 
has n<*t yet l>een reached. 'Phe prohibition of the eniploymcnt of chihl 
ren uiuler 14 is chiefly int.en<le<l to ensure that tliey shall receive •otjnd 
piimary education Indore they are <*mp]oyed rai indn.slrial lalxair. In India, 
however, it is not yed. po.ssihle to insi.st upon this; ;ind in any c.ase it is un 
likely that, ev'en when compulsory primary e<lucation is introdnec.d, the 
scdiool going age will l>e fi.xed as high as ff>urte<u>. 'Phe proposal to amend 
the definition of “ factory.” which at pre.sent api)Hes to places emph;ying 
50 or more workmen, witli an option to the locjd (jovernment to a{)ply it 
W'here 20 or more persons are empl(»yed. has lH*en so far accepted as to reiluce 
these limits to 20 and 10, resj^ectively. 

20. Co-operative Movoment. — The co-operative movement has received 
a great impulse during 1920 and the numljer of societies has ii.>< rea-sed 
from about 4,700 to 6,000, with an increa.se of Rs. 60 lakh.^ in the (;apital 
invested. The total membership is now approaching 240,000. A special 
feature has been the organization of co-operative stores, which now number 
74, all recently started. Many of them, however, have l)een organized by 
men with very little knowledge of the business which they have undertaken, 
with the sole idea of underselling existing traders who were believed to be 
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profiteering Their buying arrai^^ements are defective and they are too lax 
in the matter of allowing credit. It ie feared, therefore, that there will be 
failures ann^mg them, but some societies will undoubtedly succeed, and these 
may pave the way to an extension of the movement on sounder lines in 
the future. It is a fact worthy of notice that the largest and most success- 
ful sttiri^s have l)een founded among cultivators. There are t'svo of these, 
with a membership of 3,0()0 and 4,fK)0, respectively, which are developing 
mr>si succes.sfiilly, and the business acumen shown by their committees of 
management augurs well for the future of tlu* movement, (.’o-operative 
credit societies have generally done well during tlie year under review, and 
there is no reason to think that the rapidity of their expansion is too great 
to lie c<inBiHtent with sound finance. The co-operative spiiit is oertiiinly 
abroad, and has led to the opening <»f schools and to t)»e combination of 
villagers for public purjroses, such as the provision of road.s, well.s and the 
like. A co-ofierative association has Ireen founded during the jear U) propa- 
gate sTM-ietics for the improvement of sanitation, the chief object l>cing to 
give financial assistance to organizations for fighting malaria. The few 
societies of this kind which exist have n<it particularly successful, hut 

the stimulus and assistance of the larger assor iaiion is eypected to improve 
them. 

The arti.san 8<K‘ieties have bot*n comparatively successful, particularly 
ill Hanhura. where from tlie most unpromising material among the wi'aver 
class a prosperous (omhinution is rapi<lly developing. .Nearly one-third of 
the share capital of the Hankura Industrial Union, which had a turnover of 
alMHit '2 lakhs in the year, belongs to 400 or aOtl weavers, who xi few^ years 
ag<> w('re eking out a f)rei!arious existence on doles from Government during 
the fjunine. A wauulerful spirit has lieen evokexl in several of these societies 
and progressive ideas have dxiwne<l upon the horiztm of what was liitherto 
the least enlighteneii tdass in Hengnl. This does not mexin that there have 
Ikhui no failures in Hjinkura: there are numerous eases of disloyalty to the 
smaeties, hut the bahinee is well weighed down on tJie right side. 

The colonists at Khepupara and the ganja cultivators at Nstugaon vie 
with eiu'h other in co-operative development, and jire the most conspicuous 
features in the movement in Bengxil. In Naugaon the membership of the 
societies has doubled in a year and there have liecn most praiseworthy 
developments, of which a few deserve description here. It must lie remem- 
liered that at first there was onlv the one society: it succeeded, and there 
follow'ed a central bank, about 100 crexlit societies, the largest co-of>erative 
store.^ in tlie province wntl) its members rcickoned in thousands and its annual 
turnover in lakhs, a printing press to meet the societies' own demands and 
from which it is intended shortly to issue a weekly local newspaper, the can- 
ploymeni a veterinary surgeon to collect cattle mortality statistics with 
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a view to cuttle insurance, the erection of a new dispensary and the exten- 
sion of an old one, the erection of six schools, an<l the establishment of a farm 
on the lines of the farms of Uie Agricultural Department at headquarters of 
districts for the benefit of local cultivators. All of these schemes Jire of pure- 
ly local origin, supported by local finance and thoroughly co operative. 

An uufortimate feature of the year is the disaster that Ims overtaken the 
milk supply societies formed near Calcutta. I..ast Miiroli they were thriving 
and reached their zenith in June, w'hen they delivered two tons of puie milk 
daily in Calcutta. No precautions were taken, however, to provide against 
the shortage which is ordinarily experienced in the rainy .scasou .and a serious 

V ' 

epidemic of foot and mouth disease addinl to the troubles. Abust»s crept in, 
discipline was relaxed, and by Octolwr the pro tmiineiuc for purity which 
their j)rodnce had hitherto held had lieen changed to an unsavoury reputation 
for a'lulteration A considerable improvement has since inanife.ste(l itself, 
but it will l.!ike time and careful and honest management Indore the former 
position <,»f the societies can l)e regained. 


Agriculture. 

21. Season and Crops. — 'I'he charai ler of the s('ason and the outturn 
of crops ha.s already been briefly noticed, llengal is nd u.sualiy jjs acutely 
irif ected by the failure of the mon.soon a.s other province.s, but the season of 
11)18 in was a bad one; some recovery was. however, !!• ide in 11)11)20 and 
the i-eports for 11)20 21 are also .satisfactory. This Presideiu v u.siially sulfers 
more from floods than from shortness of rain, ami the yeip* 11)20 was 
marked by u .serious inundation in the western disiru.ts tu’ the Burdwaii Divi- 
sion. On tin* loth July the river {'ossye, which was in high floo*!; burst its 
embankment Jind inundate<l 70 square miles of the Tamluk subdivisitm of 
the Midna]>oie district. 180 stpiare miles in the Ohatal subdivision and 30 
square irdles in the C’ontai .subdivision. No lives were lost, but considerable 
damage was done to villages and standing crops. Prompt measures of relief 
were taken and a fund w’as raised by His Kxc^dlency tlie (governor, which 
did much to alleviate the distress. 

22. Work of the Agricultural Dopartmont. — 'I'he results of the 
excelleiit lines upon which the Agricultural Department has l^u conduct- 
ing its work for many years past are now manifesting themselves on an 
exten.sive scale and are being understood an«l 'appreciated by those 

whom they are intended to benefit, namely, the vast agriculturiial popula- 

* ' 

tion of Bengal. '"The policy of the department has l)een research 
followed by demonstration; and the first fruits of research are now being 
t't^lised and brought home to the agricultural classes by means of demonstra- 
tions, the practical value of which they have not been slow to grasp. First 
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comes the discovery and production ot improved varieties of seed and tbeas 
the demonstration to the cultivator of the value of these varieties and rimir 
distribution for general use. In Bengal the improvement of the rice crop, 
which covers al>out 70 per cent, of the total cultivated area, naturally took 
precedenite. The two varieties upon which the Agricultural Department 
have chiefly concentrated their attentiem aj-e known as indntsail, which is a 
transplanted avutu rice, and kntaktaru, which is an aus paddy. These two 
varieties were grown on a quarter of a million acres and produced an increased 
y'ield worth Kh. 30 laklcs in 1910, and the area has lieen further extended in 
1020 with still greater ju-ofit to the cultivator. With jute, the crop next in 
im]M>rtunc(‘ to rice in Bengal, the results have been equally satisfactory; and 
the kakyn Hombai variety, which has been produced at the Dacca farm by a 
proce8^ of selection, is alreacly grown on over 100,(KX) acres and has produc*ed 
an increust;,! yield valued at Hs. 20 lakhs. Some idea of the ultimate value 
of thesi* iitqtrovemeiits may l>e gathere<l from the fact that, if they are gra<hiaily 
extende«l to the whole rice and jute growing ureas of tlje province, the. total 
profit l«i the i-ultivators will amount to nearly 30 crores of rupees annually. 
'I'lic iltuimnd for the iiiqiroved .s«‘ed both of rice and jute already exceeds tlie 
suppl\ , ami the task upon which the department is now engaged is the e.vten- 
sion of its activities by the e.slabliKhmcnt of more demonstration farms and 
seed stores. '1‘here is now a District .\gricnltural Ollicer in every tlistrict, 
wlio i.s assisted by demonstrators, and ilemon.stralion and .seed farms are btung 
established as fast as fumis ami tlie capacity of the dcjiartnient permit. At 
present, there are 3 of these farms working, and 8 moie are under t;onstruc- 
tion or have l>t?en sam‘ti<»nctl. 'fhe iukuIhu’ of demonstrators is now 70, and 
this IS being increased as rapidly as is jiossible with the limited sujiply of 
trained men. Seed stores are of etpiai importance and in great demand. 
'J'here are 31 of these now in exi.stence iimler tJovernmeiit control and 20 
have Ix'en opened under local organisation. Now that tlie practical success 
of the work of the ilepartment is admitted, the next .step is to enlist the co- 
operation of non-ollicial agencies. With this ol>ject an Advisory Board haa 
been attaclied U> the Agricultural Departmeryt, and their first annual con- 
ference hehl in (^alcutta on tlio 18th March 1020 w;rs attended by ninety 
representatives, 'riiis Board is intended to co-operate and advise upon the 
ofllcial side of the agricultural organisation of the province, while the Pro- 
vincial .Agricultural Association, which may in time become a branch of the 
Indian .Agricultural Soi'iety, is entirely unofficial and is intended to fve an 
' at live i*rganisation working with its own fund.s for the improvement of 
agrioullure and entxmraging the development of .small local agricultural 
assoi'iations which have <lone so much for the advancement of agriculture 
on co-operative lines in other countries. The special agricultural educa- 
tion which is requiretl to give practical direction to the movement is already 
being provided at the vernacular agricultural school at Dacca, and a siinilar 
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school -will shortly be opened «t Chinaura. Land has been acquired for the 
Agrictiltiira} Institute at Dacca and Uie building will be commenced at an 
ear^ date. 


VKatsrways. 

23. Grand Trunk <#anal. — The Grand Trunk Canal scheme which has 
been under consideration for many years was sanctioned by the Secretary of 
State in 1920 and active steps are now being taken to carry out the work. 4 
The dredgers have been ordered and will be delivered in 1921 . the final detailed 
survey is in progress and land acquisition i.s about to begin. The canal 
will connect Calcutta with the main river system of Eastern Bengal and will 
greatly shorten and facilitate the important inland steamer route to the great 
jute and rice centres. It will reduce the distance for river steamers from 
Calcutta to the eastern districts of the Presidencv by about 120 miles. The 
canal will provide a navigable highway 22| miles long and from 250 to 400 
feet wide, from Baranagar on the Hooghly to Kniti on the Kultigtmg river. 
A large inland harbour with railway .and warelionse facilities will be con- 
structed at Maniktalla, which should greatly relieve the congestion of ship- 
ping in the Hooghly by permitting inland vessels to turn round without enter- 
ing the river. Incidentally, the <!onstruction of the canal will alfonl the 
means of reclaiming a large water-loggcal area in the vicinity of Calcutta, 
thus improving sanitary con<litions and facilitating the expansion of the city 
towards the east. The harlxmr and its connected basins will provide a water 
frontage of nearly 14 miles, and it is anticipated that a new' trade and 
industrial centre will be created in its neighbourhood. 

24. D#v6lopinefit of waterways. — The general ({uestion of the develop- 
ment of waterways in Bengal has been much to the fore during the year under 
review'. A committee appointed hy * Government, consisting of practical 
men with special knowledge of the waterways of the Presidency, rei)orted 
in August 1919 on the question of the conservation and improvement of 
the river Hooghly and its feeders and generally upon the administrative 
control of the deltaic river system. In a resolution issued in August 1920 
the Government of Bengal ac<?epted the main recommendation of the com- 
mittee and appointed a permanent Board to examine alt important projects 
concerning either drainage, irrigation, sanitation or transport which 
are likely to rwtrict the free flow of flood water. In June 1920 Govern- 
ment also enlarged the Standing Waterways Advisory Committee and defined 
its functions so as to include all matters relating to (a) the maintenance and 
improvement of waterways, more especially the Ganges, Brahmaputra, 
Meghna group of waterways which connect Bengal with Bibar and Orissa 
on tbe <me side and with Assam on the other; and (h) the regulation of 
traffic cm these waterways. 
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25. Mortality. — ^The health of the Preeidmcj during' 1990 was better 
than that of the preceding year, but. in spite of a considerable fall in mor- 
tality, the death-rate still remained in excess of the quinquennial 
average. The birth-rate showed a slight rmprovement ot'er the year of 1919, 
but M’as still below the quinquennial average. The reduction in mortality 
was largely due to the greatly reduced prevalence of iniluenaa, whidi caused 
* widespread loss of life in 1018 and 1910, but had practically disappeared 
from all hut a few localities during 1920. Cholera was much lees preva- 
lent than in 1019, but was epidemic in a few districts, notably Khulna. 
There was no outbreak this year at the impcsrtant mSla at Sagar 
Island, owing largely to 8(>ecial measures taken by government; and 
the (liKustroim fl<K>ds in the Midnapore district were fortunately tiot attended 
with any serious occurrence of the disea.se. The anticipated quinquennial 
epidemic c»f small-pox occurred in Calcutta during the winter of the 
year, and the tlisease sjiread thence to many other areas, with the result 
that the mortality under this head was nearly the same as in 1910 and greatly 
in exees.M of tlie quiiupiennial average. Better control of small-pox is expected 
for the fuitire, in consequencre of the introductidh of tlie Vaccination 
Act into rural areas. Fevers as a class caused considerably less mortality 
diirjng 1920, but numerous outbreaks of malaria were reported from many 
areas tuw'urds the close of the year. I'lague was little in evidence, and wras, 
ns usual, chiefly confined to C'alcutta. An isolated outbreak of relapsing 
fever attended with a nnrnlwr of fatalities occurred in the Darjeeling district 
during the year. Outbreaks of epidemit? dropsy occurred in Howrah, Maida, 
Faridpur ami Calcutta. Investigation appears to support the view that tins 
disease is of an infective nature. 

26. Sanitary maasiirw. — Several important- sanitary measures were 
initiated during the year. For example, no less than fourteen district boards 
appointed full-time health officers. A number of anti-malarial projects were 
in operation, and progress was made in the schemes for the improvement of 
the tiamoona river, the Nowai and Sunthi rivers and the Manikhali khal. 
A grant of Jis. 75,000 from provincial revenues was made to district boards 
and muniidpalities for the pur|>ose of providing quinine for free distribution 
through disi)ensanes in malarious localities. An important malarial survey 
of the environs of Calcutta was undertaken at a cost of Bs. 25,000; and a 
moseptito survey of the porte of Calcutta and Chittagong was commmioed, 
special attention being paid to the discovery of the prevalesice of stegcMniya 
mosquitoes with a view to taking steps for preventing the introduction of 
yellow fever. The investigation into the incidence of kala-azar in the eastran 
districts was continued and brought to l^ht the fact that this aerioaB 
inflection has a much wider distribution in Bengal than has hNntofore bean 
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tbov^t prc^ble. Actiiw measuree against this disease have been inaugu- 
fwtod m Myxaeiistiigh district, Uie piincipal centre of infection. Another 
line of ddfonoe opened up against preventtble disease is the important hook- 
worm campaign initiated in the Presidency. Working centres have' been 
formed among the mills, factories, tea gardens and coal mines, and among 
rural areas in schools and police lines. The question of river < pollution 
reodived special attention during the year, investigation into the causes 
of pollution of the Hooghly being completed. Considerable advance was 
made with public health propaganda. A health and cliild welfare exhibi> 
tion was organised in Calcutta during April, and was a great success, 
attracting many thousands of visitors. Smaller sanitary exhibitions and 
demonstrations were also held during the year at ntimerous centn^s. and 
bioscope performances illustrating sanitary and health problems have every- 
where been well attended. Lantern lectures on public health are now becom- 
ing a recognizer! educational factor in the cause of sanitary progress. A 
large amount of poptilar literature, inclurling illustrated posters and leaflets 
dealing with the prevention of the commoner diseases, wa.s prepared and 
issued during the year, and is reported to have been of great value in helping 
to popularise vaccination and measures against cholera, hookworm, etc. 

During the year three medical officers, including a In<ly, were aj)pointtMl 
for the purpose of obtaining the information necessary for organising rncMlical 
inspection of school children and imi»roving srhotfl hygiene. Important 
water-supply schemes are under construction for the towns of Mitlnajmre and 
Krishnagar, the estimated cost being Rs. 4,73,000 and lls. 4,13,000, resj)ec- 
tively. Considerable progre.ss has l)een made in eormexion with thp scheme 
of sewerage for Dacca city. Schemes of .st'werage have also been prepared 
for the towns of Naihati, llhatf)ara and Titnghar. 'riie ('Committee 
appointed to advise Government in regard t^) the reorganisation of the 
Sanitary Department submitted their report in May, and their recommenda- 
tions are under consideration. The question of introducing a special public 
health organisation in the tea districts ahso received attention and f>ropo8als 
have been put forward for the establishment of Boards of Health in the tea 
areas of Darjeeling and the Duars. 

27. Medical. — The Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene 
will not be opened in its complete form until 1021 , but the administrative 
staff was appointed in 1920 and research work has already begun. The origi- 
nal scheme foi the School of Tropical Medicine, v/lnch was then distinct from 
the proposed Institute of Hygiene, provided for a staff of five professors; but 
it was subsequently decided td amalgamate the two institutions under the 
rttmm, of the Calcutta School of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, and sanc- 
tion has been ariced to the creation of nine professorships. These professors 
iriff he by seven research workers whiMe salary will be paid by the 
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Endowineiit Fund which was organized by Sir I.^nard JSUtgpn and whi^ 
was formally constituted during the year under review. The Carmicha^ 
Hospital for Tropical Diseases will be qpmied at the same time as the scbodl. 
The public have been most liberal in subscribing to both of thtee institutions, 
and it is ho|jed that similar support will be forthcoming towards the roain- 
tenanoe charges, which will amount to nearly Rs. 5 lakhs a year. The exten- 
sions of the Medical Collie Hospital, which is now (me of the largest institu- 
tions of its kind in the world, are making good progress. The fl|>ecial 
hospital for eye, ear and throat cases, which is under construction, will cost 
nearly Rs. 11 lakhs and the new nurses* quarters, which are being elected, 
will cost Rs. lakhs. Land has been a<X)uired at a cost of over Rs. 7 lakhs 
for hostels for medical •studeiits, which are badly needed. Applications fov 
admission to the Medical College have been so numerous that it was found 
necessary to revise the rules. In fact, the demand for medical education is 
enormously in excess of the supply, and though Government are doing their 
utmost to make good the deficiency, it will be many years before the needs 
of the country and the aspirations of the educated class for a career* for 
which they are peculiarly well fitted can be satisfied. The Carmichael 
Medical College at Relgachia, though it has obtained affiliation up to the 
final M. B. Examination of the Calcutta University, is still unable to raise 
the funds required for necessary extensions and improvements. The college 
authorities have not yet been able to draw the promised Government giant 
of Hs. 4 lakhs, owing to their failure to collect the minimum of private dona- 
tions upon which the grant is conditional. The Burdwan Medical School 

# 

is under construction and will be opened in 1921 . The difficulty of obtain- 
ing ({imlified medical aid in the mofussil is still one of the problems of Bengal 
as of the rest of India. An attempt which gives some promise of sucu^ess has 
been made by the District Board of Jessore, whose example has already been 
followeil in other districts, to find a solution by suljsidising qualified medical 
men who agree to start practice in the mofussil, and supplying them with 
medicines. The subsidy will only be given for three years, at the end of 
which time the recipient should have established his practice; and in return 
for it certain reports have to be submitted and schools have to be medically 
inspected. 


EducatiMi. 

2S. DacMi University. — The Dacca University Act was passed in March 
1020 and the newly appointed Vice-Chancellor assumed office towards 
the end of the year. It will be both a residential and a teaching university, 
but its jurisdictiem is limited to a radius of 5 miles from the Convocation 
Hall. No educational institution within that area will he associated with, 
or be admitted to any privilegee of, any other university in India. One of 
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the feetnies of the Dacca University will be the oonibination of tutorial 
inetruuftiou wi^ the ordinary recognized teaching. This instruction will be 
given in the halls and hostels, but will be under the control of the TTniversity 
authorities. 

29. EdiieatieiMii Institiitiens mil Pupite. — On the 31st March 1920 
the number of public educational institutions in Bengal was i'>0,020 
against 49,223 in 1919, and the number of pupils Imd increased from 1,931,535 
to 1,953,909. There was a decrease in the number of pujuls in private 
schools. This was partly due to the effects of the cyclone in Eastern Bengal, . 
which swept away many of the school .buildings, and partly to adverse 
economic conditions and the prevalence f>f epidemic di.sease. Broadly speak- 
ing, the number of Muhammadan children under instruction increased, while 
that of Hindus decreased. The total expenditure on education rose from 
Its. 278 lakhs to Rs. 302 lakhs in the official year 1919-20. School fees showed 
a marked increase, which points to the conclusion that the demand for educa- 
tion has been growing steadily despite adverse conditions. 

30. Eduoational Services. — The Indian Educational and the Provincial 
Educational Services were reorganized during the year. The latter is now 
called the Bengal Educational Service. Nothing has a.s yet been done to 
improve the pay and prospects of the large number of state employees in the 
Education Department, who constitute the various services below the Bengal 
Educational Service, or hold posts outside the grades of the Education 
Department cadre. This matter is now under the consideration of a com- 
mittee appointed by Government. 

31. Primary Education. — The extension and improvement of primary 

education is one of the crying needs of the province. The Bengal Primary 
Education Apt was passed in 1919. Under section 3 of that Act all muni 
cipalities are required to furnish returns as to the numl^er of children of 
school-going age in their- jurisdiction, the school accommodation at present 
available for them and the measures proposed for the provision of adequate 
schooling opportunities for them. This information, without which nc 
througb-gping scheme of primary education can l>e constructed, is now Ijeing 
collected and examined by an 6fficer of the Educ.ation I)ef<artmcnt, who is 
visiting different districts and towns in the IVesidency* investigating the 
problem on the spot. When his report is received a comprehensive view of 
the whole problem will be obtMned, and Government will be in a position 
to consider on what lines advance sliall be made. In the meanwhile progress 
is made with a complete scheme of jpriniary education m Calcutta, 

towards which Ck>vemment have agreed to contribute Rs. 3 lakhs during 
1920-21. 
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32. Trakiliif 9t E l ti n ei tf ry T«aeiitira. — necessary fn^minary to 
any satisfactory system of primary edncation is the provMon oi a snEknei^ 
number of trained elmnentary teachers. The sanction of the Secieiary of 
State was received during 1920 to a scheme for the establishment of a central 
training crlaos for elementary teachers at the headquarters of every subdivi' 
sion in the I'residency. Extensive building operations are necessary before 
this scheiue can be carried out, but classes have already been established at 
16 cent! (^s wliere buildings were available. A class for the training of Mc»1em 
women teachers and a class for training Brahmo girls for the teaching pro* 
fession were opened in Calcutta during the year under review. 


Loeal SWf-Gevernment. 

33. District Beards. — The j)olicy of making district boards self- 
governing institutions in a more real sense was further pursued by the exten- 
sion of the privilege of electing their own chairman to l.o distriert boards, 
with effect from the Ist April 1920. Twenty di.strict bt^ards out of 25 have 
now l>een removed from official tutelage and the riistrict boards of 
Chittagong and Dinajpur will shortly be placed on the same footing. It 
has also hetm decidetl to increase the nmnl>er of ineml>ers of the district boards 
and to increase the proportion of elet'ted members from one-half to two- 
third.s. The annual conferences of representatives of district l)oards tend 
to .stimulate interest in the work of these important local bodies and 
to facilitate the interchange of ideas and promote progress. The income 
of these IkhUcs is alKsit Ks. IJtO lakhs a year and thev hohl balances amount- 
ing to about Rs. 35 laklis. Their opi>ortunities for ilevelopment and progres- 
sive atliniTiisti*nti<m are, therefore, consiilerable, and signs arc not lacking 
of a growing tendeneV' to adopt a more forwarrl policy, particularly in public 
health administration, but more might Ite done if the boards abandoned the 
system of financing capital works from current revenue. 

34. Village Self-Gevemment. — Village self-government has always 
Iwen backward in Bengal, and the passing of the Village Self-Government 
Act in 1919 marked a new departure in this sphere of local activity. It 
is the policy of Government to constitute union boards for groups of 
villages throiighout the province at the earliest possible date, and up to the 
end of 1920 alxnit 1,600 boards had been established and many more 
were in process of creation. It is realized that the degree of success attmid- 
ing these new local bodies will vary very greatly, but the prospects are hopeful ; 
many of the union boards already display a keen sense of responsibility and cor- 

■M • 

porate activity, and it is certain that with a wide extension of the scheme an 
increasing number will develop a real sense of communal interest, will tax 
themselves equitably and carry on a progressive, though modest, policy tit 
improvement of their Villagi^ and promotion of the public health and geamral 
well-being. 
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89. CatoMtia Watar Samily SxImisimi Satienia.—The Calcutta CSorpora- 
1^311 ooatmued to ^veiop its resources and undertook many iiew schemes 
of improvement. The water supply of the city has long been insuthcient for 
the needs of an oriental population living in tropical conditions. All efforts 
to introduce a continuous high pressure supply, as prescribed in the Calcutta 
Municipal Act of 1899, have failed and the southern portion of the town has 
suffered considerably owing to the heavy demands of the northern area, 
which is at the head of the distribution system. Early in 1920 an exjxert 
was brought out from England to advise upon the whole problem. He 
recommended a large increase in the quantity of water supplied, at an 
estimated cost of Rs. 330 lakhs. This proposalrwus generally adopted by the 
Corporation and has received the sanction of ciovernment. The cost will 
be a seirere strain upon the municipal finances, but the income of the Corpora 
tion has expanded greatly in recent years and now stand.s at Its. 109 lakhs. 
It is anticipated, therefore, that the financing of the scheme, though jliHicult. 
will not be beyond the resources of the city. 

36. Calcutta Improvement Trust.- -The ('alcutta ImjTtovement Trust. 
W'hich has l>een able to carry on its programme if work since 1912 without 
having to raise a loan, has now’ come to the end of its immediate 
resources. The revenue assigned to the Trust umler the Calcutta Improve 
ment Act is for sixty years, and it was roughly estimated that its aetivi 
ties would extend to about 20 years, but that it would hypotluHaito i(s income 
for the remaining 40 years by raising loans from tinje to time; in fa<;t, it was 
generally assumed that money' wouhl have to be raised in this way within two 
or three years of the commencement of its j>rogramme of work . 1 1 is a matter 

for congratulation, therefore, that the Trust has he<n> able to carry on its work 
for nine years without borrowing, though it is imfortunaU^ that its first loan 
should have to be raised in siu^h an inopimrtune state of the money market. 
The improvement of Burra Bazar, which is the greatest problem with which 
the Trust is faced, took more definite shape during 1920, when a general 
scheme was published and adopted, with modifications, after much discussion. 
The improvement of this area dei)erids to a large extent upon the removal of 
the Mint and the utilization of t-he site for relief of the present congestion. A 
committee considered this question towards the end of the year and subitiittCHl 
a report recommending the removal of the Mint. Rehousing is now taking 
a more prominent place in the schemes of the Trust, and land was acquired for 
rebousing purposes in Maniktalla. Coaeipore-Chitpur and Kerbala Tank 
Lane, while a large scheme in Dhaniabagan rweived the sanction of Govern- 
ment. It is hoped that the housing problem in Calcutta will also be dealt 
with by private enterprise. In order to encourage this. Government an- 
nounced in May that th^ w'ould acquire land under the Land Acquisition 
Act lor approved housing schemes to be executed by registered companies. A 
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CftlcattA Develofonent CkmomiMiioiier was a|>poiiitad to auiviae oa such adieoEMMi 
and private mterpiiae at once came forward with propoadte which we«e 
oonsifiered at the cloae of the year. 

37. Miffatiat Munieifialitiei. — ^lliere are 115 mufaasal municipaHtim 
in Bengal, of which only 46 have an income of over Rs. 30,000 a year and 
26 have to carry on their work on less tlian Rs, 10,000 a year. The total 
municipal population (excluding Calcutta) is nearly 2 millions and the total 
revenue is only Rs. 70 lakhs, which is equivalent to an average income of 
about Rs. 60,000 per municipality and Rs. 3-8 per head of population. 
Financial (iilficulties are, therefore, obviously at the root of most civic prob- 
lems in this Presidency. Roads and other public works, conservancy, 
water supply, lighting and general administration consume about Rs. 45 
lakhs of the total revenue and the remaining Rs. 25 lakhs has to provide 
for educ*alioi), medical relief, sanitation, drainage, fire prevention and 
loan charges. These latter (»nly amount to slightly over Rs. 4 lakhs, or about 
6 per cent, of the total expenditure, which, though it indicates cautious 
finance, hardly points to a progressive line of policy. In spite of revision of 
assessments the income of the majority of municipalities remains practically 
statiumiry. On the other hand, the interest taken in civic affairs continues 
to increase, and in most towns the ordinary municipal services are moderately 
efficient. It is enterprise and a real policy of progreas which are lacking. 
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Ooooami Mdminimtrmtiou Hmport tor I9II"I2, Part 11, pmgma l—t34m 


Changes In the admlnletfation. 

Nil. 


Relatione with Tributary States and Frontier AfTalre. 

toocil Ul-iHAH, 


[Annual Adminietration Keport of tl»e CotLch Bulmr State for the year 1910-20.] 

[itrea /yi07 aguare mUtt; chief prorluce-’ riee^ jute anliohaero; pojmlatvm^ ; military force ^ 

296 mmt and 4 gum; annual recenue^ Ri, 62^30^074 ; Huhng Chief — Maharaja JiUndra iWarayan 
Bhup Bahadur ; family^ Tibetan or Dratidi in oriipn ; rcMidenti, Coorh lifhor.] 

1. His Highness and family proceeded to ]‘>uroj)e for a short visit in Mahwain** 
February 1919, and another daughter was Isirn to His Highness in London 

on the JSrd May 1919. His Highness returned from England in September 
1919. 

2. Mr. H. J. Twynam, i.c.s., was appointed, rice Mr. Milligan retired, «*•*•*•«»• 
as Vice-President of the State Council for a period of three years, with effect 

from the 8rd March 1920. On the executive side 36 meetings were held 
against 21 of the previous year. At 22 of thesii the Maharaja jircsided. 

On the judicial side the Council held 40 meetings against 21 of the 
previous year. A meeting of the Legislative Council was also held. 

3. The gross earnings of the Cooch Behar State Ilailway amounted to 
Es. 8,80,187, while the working expenses were Rs. 1,74,146. I'lie net earn- “ 
ings were 9-9 on the capital outlay against 7-48 of the previous year. 

4. The total revenue of the State amounted to Rs. 32,30,074 against 
Bs. 29,36,919 in the previous year, while the total expenditure amounted 
to Ba. 81,44,320 against Rs. 1^,39,222. The closing balance, inclusive of 
Cpvemsient money and deposits, was Rs. 11,02,309. 
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5. The jute crop, in epite of variable rainfall, yielded an ci 

dxMit 75 per cent, of the normal and the priceR ranged between Ba. 4 and 
Ra. 15 per maund. The outturn of the haimanti crops was fair and the price 
of commmi rice ranged between Rs. 5-10 and Rs. 8 |wr maund. The t<d>acoo 
crcm was about 75 per cent, of the noraial and theaprice varied from Rs. 8>8 
to Rs. 25 per maund. 

The general condition of the |>eopIe was unsatisfactory owing to the 
shortagf! of foodstuffs, but the situation was eased considerably by the issue 
of orders prohibiting the export of the staple food-grains from the State. 

6. The total number of cases reported during the year was 2,451 against 
2,328 of the previous year. The percentage of conviction to total number 
of persons tried was 56*1 against 64 12 of the previous year. The number 
of persons admitted into jails was 324 against 359 in the previous year. 

7. The number of subdivisional higher English schools was 4, as in the 

P revious year, and the total number of pupils attending them was 1,069. 

he total number of recognized primary schools was 305, as in the previous 
year. The Victoria College continued to make satisfactory progre!». 

8. There was a severe epidemic of cholera in all the subdivisions of the 
State and small pox also raged everywhere. * * 


HILL TIPPKRA -STATB. 


[Atlniintfirdtioti H«p«rt of Hill Tipper* for the y**r 1919-20.] 


[Ana, $qua.n miU» ; MB0^61S ; ntettua from the State, JU, lS,0J^iS$ ; revenue 

from eamindarit in Bfitith territorp^ jR$, f thief ptodmti, rice and cotton; military Hrength^ 

including ojfieen-^prnttHt !Ua'*amja-^ IJh Highncee Haharaja AI(,nikya Biremira Kt$h*>r Deh 
Barman Bahadur ^ iHaharaja of Hill Tij^pera ; aged S7 yean ; family, Indod’hineie ; eatle, Kihatriya ; 
ha* male heir ; reeidence^ Agartaia ] 

9. His Excellency the (Jovernor visited the State in 1919, and invested 
His HighneJw with the hereditary title of Maliaraja, which wjis conferred on 
him on the 1st January 1910. 

10. Mr, J. Younie, i.c.s., succeeded Mr. Bartley as Political Agent in 
Septeinher 1919. 

11. The total revenue of the State amounted to Rs. 13,01,235 against 
Rs. 12,16,926 in the previous year an«i Rs. 10,83,495, the average of the pre- 
ccsling five years. The gross receipts of the State and the attached zamin- 
daris amounted to Rs. 25,36.535 and with law charges recovered, refunds and 
deposits the total amount was Rs. 36,60,647, as against Rs. 31,29.429 in 
the previous year. The total expenditure was Rs. 24,36,263. 

12. The total number of offences reported to the police was 1,336 against 
1,090 in Urn firevious year. The number of i)er8on8 arrested and sent up was 
767 and 716, respectively; of 716 persons sent up 336 were convicted and 
227 persons awraited trial at the close of the year. The percent!^ of stolra 
property recovered was 20-34 against 44 19 in the previous year. 

13. The rainfall was 89-26 inches, as against 93-83 inches of the preced- 
ing year, the quinquennial average being 93 31 inches. During the first two 
months of the year the rainfall was scanty, which affec^ the aus crop. ^ 
The hailstorms of February and March damaged the radi crop. The rain-* 
fall in the remainder of the year was goo<l, and Uie outturn of crops was, on 
the w'hole, fair. 

14. In the latter half of the year small-pox broke out in many parts of 
the State. Influenza prevailed in some places, but in a less virulent form 
than in the previous year. Malaria was prevalent as usual. 

15. The number of children attending schools in tiie State declined from 
5,054 to 4,719. Settlements were made of 24,000 acres of land for tea 
plantaiicma. 



mMaiOLi (xwomoK or tbs raoriA. 

Oomfltloii of tha people. 

[B«9ort on tho Lnnd Bcveoun AdminiKintiou of Bougnl fur tlin yonr ISlt'SU.] 

16. The monsoon of 1919 gave on the whole a poor supply of rain 
and its distribution was defective. In the Hajshahi Division, where con- 
siderable distress was in evidence at tlie commencement of the year, the success 
of the rabi and aman crops resulted in a speedy amelioration of the position ; 
but in other divisions the outturn of crops was poor, and this atfected the con- 
dition of the people. The two outstanding features of the year were 
the famine in mnkura, and a severe cyclone in Eastern Bengal, whicdi passing 
throuj^ Khulna and a portion of Jessore swept through tlie districts of I'nrid- 
pur, Dacca, Tippera and Mymensihgh, leaving death and devstruction in 
its track. Famine was ’declared in Bankurn on May 15th, and relief opera- 
tions lasted till September, when a good autumn cr<>p relieved the situation. 
In the area of the cyclone, special measures were immediately taken to 
mitigate the distress. By the end of the year a good crop restored the 
devastated tract to a fair state of prosjierity. A sum of Rs. 22.07,061 was 
advanced under the Agriculturists’ and Land Improvement Loans Acts. 

17. TRe demand for labour, l>oth skilled and unskilled, was great, 
and the labouring classes earned good wages in the mills and factories in 
the 24-Parganas, Howrah, and Htwighly and in the coal mines and rapidly 
developing industrial concerns in Asansol subdivision. The outstanding 
feature or the year was the remarkable development due to the extension of 
co-operative .societies for manufacture as in Bnnkura and for sale as at 
Khepupara in the Bakarganj Sunderbans. T*er.sons with small fixed incomes, 
however, suffered .severely on account of the general rise in the price.s of 
imiwrted articles. 
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RaallsaUon of the povemio. 

m» the Larici Hereitue Admimetreitotk oC Brunei far the yter 1919'^]^ 

18. The total number of eatates paying laad revenue was ^,S68 
againat 98,107 in the previous year. Of these 92;303 were permanently- 
settled estates, 3,744 temporarily-settled estates and 2,321 held direct by Gov- 
ernment. The current demand of the year amounted to Hs. 2,76,47,171. 
I'he increase of Ks. 2,30,927 in the demand of the previous year was due 
mostly to new settlements, resettlements and pri^ressive increase of demand 
in tein{)orarily-settled and Government estates. In Jalpaiguri, however, a 
sum of lls. 5,11,583 of the demand of the year under report, was transferred 
to the next year owing to a change of the latest date of payment of arrears 
of revenue from 1st March to Ist April in respect of tea and jute lands, and 
this resulted in a net decrease of lls. 2,80,656 m the total current demand of 
the year as compared with the preceding year. The total realizable demand 
including arrears of lls. 15,819 was Rs. 2,98,62.990 out of which the 
amount collected was lls. 2,78,82,712 being 93 36 per cent, of the total and 
loo 80 per mi't. of the current demand against 9276 and 100 56 per cent, 
respectively, in the previous year. A sum of lls. 1,68,844 though collected 
within the year, could not be credited in the accounts of the year. The total 
remissions amounted to lls. 3,31,623 against lls. 72,101 in the preceding year. 
Of this the remission of a large^ sum of Rs. 2,18,360 was only nominal, ^ing 
granted as a result of the compromise of civil suits between (jloverninent and 
tlie settlement holders of the estates Char Bhuta and Char Fusson in the 
district of Bukarganj. 

19. 'I'he total demand of pernmnentlv -settled estates amounted to 
Its. 2.18.39,205 (Rs. 2,15.78,536 current and Rs. 2,60,759 arrear) of wdiich 
lls. 2,16,27,122 or 99 02 ]>cr Cent, was collected. The current collections 
amounted to 98 per cent, or m(>re in all districts except Bakarganj (97-04). 
Of the total balance of Rs. 98,026 in Bakarganj, Rs. 95,921 wa.s due from 
the Tagtire Estate, under the management of the Court of Wards; this estate 
was sun.se(]uently released after lieing sold subject to the payment of outstand- 
ing arrears of revenue, in execution of a mortgage decree. 

20. Temporarily settled estates are divided into three sub classes — 

( 1 ) private estate settled with proprietors 

(2) private estates leased to farmers, and 

(3) Government estates leased to farmers. 

Tlie total collections from these estates amounted to Rs. 18,27,800 being 
107 56 per cent, of the current demand of Rs. 16,98,814 against 95 01 per 
tent, in the previous year. Of the total balance of Rs. 2,11,218 a sum of 
Rs. 2,05,123 was reported to be in process of recovery. 

21. The estate,s held direct by Government comprise two sub- 
classes — 

(1) estates belonging to private proprietors but managed by Govern- 

ment; and 

(2) those owned by Government as proprietor. 

The total demand of these estates amounted to Rs. 67,65,431 (current 
Rs. 43,69,821 and arrear Rs. 13,95,610), of which Rs. 44,28,200 or 76 80 
t)er cent, was collected, Rs. 1,11.599 remitted and Rs. 12,25,632 left unreiJ- 
ired at the close of the year. A sum of Rs. 83,366 was collected too late in 
the year to be credited in the accounts. The percentage of current collection 
on current demand was almost the same as in the previous year, being 
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8(HM^ ifegainit 8(HM of the previous year. The faUing oft' in the perceuti^ of uma. 
aamar ocftlectlims from 7i-.31per cent, in the previous year to 66 -50 in the 
year uiutor n^rt was mainly due to the previming hign prices and to the 
ravages oaused by Ae cyclone of September in the Eastern Bengal districts 
ae the oonsequeat distress ccmsiderably hampered collection work. 

22. The total collections amounted to Rs. 16,38,813 against 
Rs. 24,57,337 m the preceding year. The decrease was mainly due to smaller 
recoveries during the year under the head “ Reeoverey of survey and settle- 
ment charges.” The collections of Rs. 2,01,887 under the head “ Other 
receipts ” included a sum of Rs. 57,325 realised from the Burdwan estate on 
account of pulbandi contribution. 

23. There was a net increase of 7,755 acres in the area of land settled 
and of Rs. 2,16,890 in revenue. 




24. The total number of petty estates and holdings, the land revenue of 

of which was redeemed during the year, was 415 again.st 452 in the preceding '■"* 

year. With one exception they consisted of permanently-settled holdings in 
the Government estates of Calcutta and its suburl>s. Tlie total amount of 
land revenue redeemed was Us. 730 and the price realised aggregated 
Its. 21,909 against Rs. 25,224 in the previous year. 

25. The number of .spei ial money-onlers i.ssued for remittance of lan<l ot 

revenue and cesses during the vear was 228,117 covering an aggregate amount '*"** ^***""* 
of Rs. 21,52,603 against 230,203 and Rs. 20,54,538, re.spectively. in the 
preceding year. The decrease in the numlwrof orders and the increase 

in the total value thereof was attributed to the more extendeil use of 
the combined form of money-orders introduced for the jnint remittance of 
land revenue and cesses. The remittance exceeded a lakh of ru|)et*s in eight 
districts and Rs. 50,000 in eight others. The average value of each money- 
order was 9-43. 

26. There were 13,098 defaults and 1,2JM .sales during the year under 
report as comparetl with 14,718 defaults and 1,319 sales in the preceding 
year. The price realised by sale was 11-2 times the Government revenue. * * 

One hundred «and seventy-four appeals were filed. In 15 cases sales were 
annulled by the Commussioners under section 2 of Bengal Act, VI 1 of 1868, 

and in 17 cases by the Board of Revenue under section 26 of Act X J of 1859, 
as amended by the Decentralisation Act, 1914. 

27. The total number of certificates (exclusive of those for cesses) filed o«rtina«t* 
during the year fell from Rs. 63,235 to Rs. 5!1,522 showing a decrease v*«*^'*'*** 
of 9,713. Ine j>ercentage of certificate cases disposed of to the total number 

for disposal was 79 0 against 75- 1 in the previous year, the number of cases 
pending ati-he close of the year being 16,822 as against 20,285 at the end 
of 1918-19, In the majority of cases payment was made on the issue of 
notices or on attachment of property and actual sale was necessary in only 
4,357 cases or 7*3 per cent, oi the total number of ca.ses (58,953) di-sposed of 
during the year. 

Of the 48 persons committed to civil jails in the enforcement of nMiwati*n or 
certificates, nine were imprisoned for non-payment of Government demands **j*^"„7r*** 
and the remainder for withholding sums due to District Boayds and Gourts of *,mrnsT‘vy 
Wards, etc. * 

29, The total number of processes served during the year was 982,914 
against 966,757 in the preceding year. The process fees realised amounted 
to Rs. 3,82,261-7 agi^t Rs. 3,75,976 in the prec>eding year, and the total 
cost of service incluamg the pay of supervising establishment debitable to 
land revenue was Rs. 2,74,085 against 2,62,058. The cost of the pro- 
osss-aerving establishment exceeded the receipts from fees in the districts of 
Kadia, MurAidabad, Jessore, Khulna, Bakarganj, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, 
jralba%ari and B<^a. In the Presidency Division the increase in cost was 
due t^he service of unpaid process, to the grant of war allowance, and to the 
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r^r** payment of boot hire at Mihanoed rates to peons. 'The system of fines .and 
rewards for Iwd and good work was reported to have w<»rlmd well. The 
of serring prooesses bv dafadars tbroti^h president pandh^its was in 
force in, the districts of BiiHbbmn. Hocchly, Jessore, Dacca and Tipp^ and 
in parts of the districts of Burdwan, t^ ^Pai^anas, Nadia, Mursmdabad, 
Khulna, Faridpur and Bangpur. The system was reported to have worked 
satisfactorily on the whole, except in the districts of Jessore and Khulna. It 
has practically been discontinued in Nadia on account of the difficulty of 
recording affidavits in cases of non-personal service of processes under (he 
Certificate Act. 


OTHEU KEVBKUB WOKE. 


Lans 30. The total number of proprietary interests entered in the land 

registration registers of the Presidency was 974,287 at the beginnir^^ of ^ 
year, as against 984,479 at its close. The number of applications for r^s- 
tration of succession to proprietary interests in land by purchase, inherit- 
ance, gift or otherwise was 37,352 of which 34,100 were granted before the 
close of the year. The number of old interests removed and new interests 
recorded w^re 37,893 and 48,085, respectively. The number of undisposed of 
cases at the close of the vear was 10,408 of which 233 were iienaing for 
more thtin six months. The work of revision of register “ D ” in the district 
of Dacca on the basis of the record-of-rights was completed during the year 
under review. 
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31. There were 253 cases [lending at the close of the preceding year, 
and 71 cases were instituted during the year under report. Out of the total 
of 324 cases, 70 cases were disposed of, and 254 cases remained pending at 
the end of the year. Of these 154 cases are pending for more than two 
years, mostly, in the districts of Dacca (23), Mymensingh (30), Farid- 
pur (10), Bakarganj (19), Tippera (24), and Baj.shahi (10). Special offi- 
cers were employed during tne year exclusively on partition work in 
Mymensingh, Faridpur, Noakhali. *Baj.shahi and Dinajpur. Estates parti- 
tion funds exist only in the districts of Dac^ca and Mymensingh, that at 
.Jessore having been aliolished. The incidence of cost jier acre of the area 
partitioned during the year in the districts of Dacca and Mymensingh was 
12 annas 11 pies in the former, and 4 annas 7 pies in the latter, the low cost 
in Mymensingh being due to the vast area under partition. 

32. During the year proceedings for the acquisition on behalf of 
(iovernment, local Ixxlies and companies of land covering an area of 4,123 
acres were confirmetl at a total cost of lis. 72,60,613 as against an area of 
4,098 acres at a total cost of Rs. 59.97.449 in the preceding year. Of the 
total expendiUire incurred a sum of Rs. 38,28,930 was paid for the ae^isi- 
tion of Wd requiretl for Government, including State Railways and Com- 
panies’ Railways, provided with land free of cost, and Rs. 34,^1,683 for all 
other purposes, viz,, for District Boards, Municipalities, Calcutta Improve- 
ment Trust. C'alcutta Port Commissioners and Railways and other Companies. 
The average cost per acre of the lands for which acquisition proceed- 
ings were confirmed during the year was Rs. 1,761 against Rs. 1,463 
in the preceding vear. The increase in the average cost is chiefly due to the 
fact that proceeilings for the acquisition of more valuable town lands in 
Howrah. Bankura, Birbhum, Burdwan, Mymensingh and Bakarganj were 
confirmed during the year. 

33. The value of loans outstanding at the beginning of the year was 
Hs. 1 .68.590 and loans amounting to Rs. 43,400 were advanced during the 
vear under re])ort. Out of the sum advanced during the year Rs. 22,500 were 
‘advanced in Bankura and Rs. 20,000 to the tenants of the coloniza- 
tiop "rea in the district of Bakarganj. Of Rs. 2,11,990 Hie total outstandii^ 
urincqial Rs. 63,092 was repayable during the year. Out of this 
tbi. 54,434 was realised including Ife. 823 collected in aovance, while Rs. 887 
was remitted. The ^ance outstanding at the close of the year was 
Rs. 1,57,219 (including Rs. 4,100 under suspensioii) , of which Rs. 5,044 was 
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cwewfaie. Of Be. 13.860 due on account of interest, current and arroar, the 
coUooticai durpg the year amounted to Its. 12,571, while Be. 70 was remitted 
and a baianm of Rs. 568 (excluding Rs. 661 under snispension) was left 
unrealised at the close of the ymr. 

34. The amount advanced during the year under the Agriculturists' 
Loans Act was Rs. 21,63.661. The largest sums were issued in the districts 
of Dacca (Rs. 8.17.050), Banknra (Rs. 5.33.413), Khulna (Rs. 1,74,967), 
Faridpur (Rs. 1,23.342) and Bakarganj (Rs. 1,14,980). In Bankura loans 
were granted as a famine relief measure while in Dacca. Faridpur, Bakar- 
. gani and Khulna large sums were issued for the relief of the distress caused 
by uie cyclone of September 1919. The outstanding balance of the previous 
y^r was Rs. 11,73.904, making the aggregrate amount outstanding 
Ks, 33,37,565, of which Rs. 10,36,194 was recoverable within the year. The 
total collections amounted to Rs. 7,45,119 including Rs. 3.9^9 paid in 
advance: Rs. 733 was remitted. The balance still recoverable is Rs. 25,91 ,713 
(including Rs. 43,250 under suspension), of which Rs. 2,51.031 was overdue 
at the end of the year. The amounts overdue in the district of Tippera, 
Bankura, Burdwan, Mymensingh and Birbhum are heavy. Of Rs. 1,11,827 
due on account of interest, current and arrear Rs. 83,422 was collecte*!. 
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Surveys. 


[Report of the Survey Dcpartmooti BofiKiil, for the year ending tho 30th S<*ptcttd>sr 1919.] 

35. During the year no new distiyct was brought under survey. An of th» 

area of 2,611 square miles was traversed, of w'hich 7<7 square miles were in 
the district of Bankura, 649 square miles in Jessore aiid 1 ,185 square miles in 
Nadia, including the diara areas on the river Bhagirathi in that district an<l 
in the neighbouring portions of the districts of Hooghly, Burdwan, Murshida- 
bad and the 24-Pargana8. 

Eight hundred thirty-two thousand one hundred and twenty-six 
copies of maps were prepared during the year. Satisfactory prognws was 
made in the production of large scale (4") jurisdiction maps in the districts 
of Noakhali, Tippera and Rajshahi. Progress w as also made in the prepara- 
tion of comparative maps in diara areas. A special demarcation of the 
Nadia rivers was undertaken in connection with the pro})08al8 for watching 
these rivers and their effect on the river H(x>ghly. The <lcinarcation along 
34 miles of the boundary of the Chittagong Hill Tracts adjoining the T.,ushai 
Hills district was completed and an area of 7-53 square miles was traversed 
in Kalimpong. 


Land Reoopda and Settlements 


[Annual K4»{>nrt of the Director of Latid RreordH for the year ending the 30th Ht^pternlMTfr 1919.] 


36. Cadastral survey and the preparation of a record-of-rights under 
tbe supervision of the Director of Land Rwords were in progress in 15 districts. 
Altogether 2,378 square miles were cadastrally surveired and final records for 
2,098 square miles were prepared. Out of a total area of about 65,960 square 
n^ee in the province, to which the Bengal Tenancy Act applies, the prepara- 
tum of record-of-rights has been completed for 32,132 square miles. 

37. Major operations were in progress in 6 districts, viz . , Midnapore, 
Mymensi]]^, Rajshahi, Tippera, Noakhali, Jessore, Bankura and Nadia. 

88. TThe Settlement proceedings in the district of Midnapdre are almost 
ooinplete. Tlie arrears of statistics, the preparation of 16-iiicn maps and the 
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printii^ of noord* were corapieted. Ae many m 14,7S7 eaaee with 
tenasciee under eedtion 105, 1,911 applica^ons for eommutati^ of mwdiiee 
rent under eection 40, and 2,074 tinder section 108A were dispcieed m. Tlie 
proowdinge for the settlemmt of rents under secticm 112 of the Be^^ 
ancy Act in fiargana 8ilda were confirmed by the Govemmeat cd India, and 
the new rents came into effect from the Amli 3 war commenciim on the 7th 
September 1919. 

39. Settlement work is practically finished in the district of MynMB- 
singh. The main items of work completed during the year were a lew 
arrears of printing, computuation and recovery and case-work. The pro- 
gramme of diara resumption proceedings covered nearly 418 new estates, cd 
which 50 with a total land revenue demand of 13,062 were ccanpleted. 

40. In the district of Rajshahi progress in all sta^, except that of case- 
work, was in advance of the programme. In the final stage of oiae-work the 
total number of tenancies dealt with under section 105 of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act was 40,730; the result was an increase of the rent of raiyats by 18 per cent, 
and of tenure-holders by 34 per cent. Diara proceedings in respect of 181 
estates ooverii^ an area of 29 square miles were drawn up. 

41. Progress was well ahead of programme in Tippera and Noakhali 
in all stages, except in respect of recovery and case- work. An area of 4 square 
miles was cadastrally surveyed. Thirteen thousand and fifty-nine cases under 
section 105, 313 cases under setrtion 106, and 870 cases under section 108A 
were disiwiaed of. The result of the year’s working has been an increase of 
26 f>er cent, in the rent of tenures and of 30 j>er cent, in that of raiyati hold- 
ings.' In the matter of recovery of costs an area of 1,060 square iniles was 
completed during the year. Ile-scttlement of land revenue was completed 
in an area of 254 square miles. 

42. In .Tessore during tlie year linder report an area of 618 square miles 
was cadastrally surveyed, and the hvjknrat and attestation of 9522 and 8528 
square miles, respectively, were completed ; about 16| lakhs of plots were dealt 
with during field hujharat and 61 lakhs of interests during attestation. The 
notoriously bad climate of the district, however, retarded progress to some 
extent. 
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43. An area of 800 square miles was cadastrally surveyed in Bankura 
during the year. Bujharat and attestation were completed in 800 and 971 
square miles, respectively; the number of plots was about 10^- lakhs and that 
of interests IJ lakhs. Steps were also taken to resume all unresumed ghat- 
wali lands in the district. 

44. In the district of Nadia an area of 953 square miles was cadastrally 
surveyed of which 94 mpiare miles lay on the west bank of the Bhagirathi. 
Field hujharat and attestation in rcspwt of 9,53 and 42 square miles, respec- 
tively. were completed during the year. The former comprised 10| lakhs 
of plots and the latter 520.000 interests. Preliminary enquiries were 
made into the incidents of uthandi tenancies which exist in large numbers in 
the arwr. 

45. Minor operations were continued in the districts of Howrah, 
Hooghly, the 24-Pargana8. Khulna, Mymensingh, Faridpur, Dinajpur and 
Malda. Altogether 316 square miles were cadastrally surveyed aad records 
for ahmit 31 square miles were finallv publish^ in the^ oi^ations. Two 
schemes for £he maintenance of records were fn operation, ria.. one in the 
Fatebsingh estate,b(iloBging to the Nawab Bahadur of Mnnhidabad and the 
other in the ten-annas share of the Mathufaptir estate tP the district of 
Malda. In both estates the proprietors Were granted ^ privilege of ‘collect- 
ing arrears of rent thremgh the medium of certificate procedure. On (he 
experience of the maintenance of the r/cord-of-rights in these two estates, 
standard roles of maintenance have been drawn up Which will apidy to all 
estates coming oncTbr the provisiqpe of section 138 of the Bengal Toaancy Act,- 

46. Out of a total of 34,233 marks. 22.5227, about 65 cent, wen- 
inspected , of which 2 pbr cent, were found damaged and 8 per cnt. mi^ng. 
In (jkwenuneht and temporarily-settled estates 118 (tomaged or missiiig maili 
wen i^paind or iWrtored at a coal of Ra 75. 





1019 - 1920 .] 


OOVEllNMKNT ESTATES. 


Q Ahap. II. 
ADMINIBTH** 
TION or THB 
lANO. 


Waste lands. 


[Ucpi'rt on the Land Uo venue Adtiiiuistrtiti<»n of Bengal for *20.] 


47. Spet'ial rules repirding wast^* lands oxist.s for C'h'ittajjonfj. l)ar jivl- waat* landa. 
ing, Jal|)aiguri and the Sunderhans. In t’hittagong aiul Darjeeling resettle- 
ment of waste lands were made, while in .lal})aiguri the total area leased in 
the year was only 18 acres, with an eventual maximum revenue of Its. 18, 
bringing the total area leased to l()l,77(i acres with an eventual maximum 
revenue of Rs. 68,225. 


Government Estates. 


[llt'port tMi the Lninl Kovi nm' .NdiitinintrAiiiMi of Bengal for 1019’20.,] 

48. The total number of estates under direct management including Number •nd 
tho.se of private individuals managed by (lovernment was 2.dlb with an aggre- 
gate annual demand of Rs. 42,d2. Kid (exchnling that of Orphanganj 
Market. Hastings J'.state and Madhab Balm’s Bazar in the 24 Barganas). 

The percentage of cost of management on the current demand was K {)H. Tlie 
.scheme for the re organization of the Khas Mahal Department of t'ontai in 
Midnapore was generally approved by ( JovernimMd . and the ( 'onimi.'’sioner was 
asked to select a single sub circle in each t ircle in which the experi- 
ment should l)e tried. A .scheme for tin* re organization of the tahsil estab- 
li.shment in the remaiidng khas mahals in the district was also under the 
consideration of the Board of b’t‘venu(‘, llengal. The propos.d to (:omj)ound 
by i)ayinenl of a lump sum the petty /ifshl.-dsfi <lemands under one rupee due 
to the proprietors of the Mapiamiitha atid .lalamutha estati's in the district 
xvas also approved by the Boartl. (Jovernment sanctioned the cri'ation of a 
sadar khas mahal ollice in dalpaiguii with .a view to obtain mori* cllicietd. 
administration. I'mler the terms of the com[)ronds(' approvcal by the (J(»v 
eminent of India, (’bar Bhuta, Tau/i No. r)2:{7, of the Bakarganj Collector 
ate was made a permanently .settleil estate and its m.inagement was m.adi* ovi‘r 
to (Jovernment for seven years as the Idhilctlur foumi himself unable to collecd. 
rent from the under tenure holders wh(» refu.sc'd to pay the eidianced rent. 

The propo.sal to take und<*r khas manageimmt of ( JovtuiumMit the rights of 
i\\i' toliikihit'K in .seven (iovernment estates, included in the .\lari< hbuni;i group 
of e.states in the di.strict met with the approval <d' (lovt'rnment . The .scheme 
for the maintenance of the kh.is mahal co|)ies of settlement records for the 
Western Duars in the <listrict of .fal|)aiguri was initiated in 1 !»|k lit jiiid 
a detailed report submitted to (iovernment. 'J’he expi'rimental period of the 
scheme has been extemled tip to tllst December 1020. 

40. Out of the total amount of Rs. l,5t}.H58 ex}){*nd(^d on improve- arantroi* 
ments, Rs. 20,4^17 was spent on tanks and wells. Rs. OO.ttW on drainage, 
irrigation and embankments. Rs'!’ 14,0^0 on roads and bridges and the remain- 
der (Rs. 52,878) on miscellaneous items of improvements. 

50. Tlie year under report is the. thirteenth year of the colonization coionu^tion m 
scheme. During the year 278 new^ colonists were settled on'lO.OHd biglias of 
land as again.st none in the jireceding year. A .sum of Rs, 5.0()0 was 
advanced to the colonists as agricultural loans out of which Rs, :i,500 was 
reali.sed in March 1020. A further sum of Rs. 20,000 was advanced to the 
colonists as land improvement loans. A sum of lis. 10,571 was realised on 
account of land improvement loans. About 3.620 acres of land were re- 
claimed during the year again.st 2.200 acres in 1018-10. The progress in 
colonization reclamation as.se.s.sment was considerable. The total expenditure 
incurred during 1010-20 on the colonization .scheme amounted to Rs. 78,146. 

There were 42 Co-operative Credit Societies in the colonized area, against 40 
in the preceding year. 
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51 . An aggregate sum of Rs. 3,02,525 was spent on roads and commu- 
nications in Government estates, against a Government grant of Rs. 77,446 
representing one and a half {)er cent, on the collections from Government 
estates. 1 he excess expenditure was met from District Board and other local 
funds. 

52. There w'ere altogether 2,466 schools in Government estates and 
75,387 pupils attending them during 191 0-20, against the corresponding 
figures of 2,404 un<l 77,077, respectively, in the preceding year. The greatest 
increase wa.s in the districts of the Chittagong Division, decreases l)eing 
recor<led only in the districts of Midnupore and the 24-Parganas. The total 
expenditure on education in Government estates amounted to Rs. 97.658 
against the one f)er cent, grant of Rs. 52,182 assigned for the purpose, the 
excess ex{)en<liture Iwung met from local funds. 

53. Two whole e.states and two portions of estates were sold in the 
year under report. Of the former one in Midnapore consisted of the land of 
a police outf) 08 t whiidi was sold with revenue fixed in periietuitv; the other 
consisteil <tf a .small block of laud transferred to the Calcutta Improvement 
Trust at its full market value. Of the latter the portion in Rajshahi con- 
sisteil of a 1 .1 annas shares in a property eschealeil to Government, and was 
sold subject to revenue, fixed in fierpetuity ; that in Noakhali consisted of lands 
relirH(uished by the Assam Bengal Railway, and was .sold free of revenue. 


Wards* and Attached Estates. 


[ tm tIc' A'liniifiMtrutiori of Wunln' an«i AUm hod foi tin* year 
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54. 'Phe total numlier of estates under the management of the Court 
of \V'ar<l.s during the preceding year was (59. hour new estates were taken 
charge of during the year under rei»<»rt, and four estates including the remain- 
ing tw<t pitrlions of .lanbazar Kstate .No. I were released. The estates 
umh'r the charge of the Court of Wards included three .small estates owned 
by .some members of the .N’awab family of Dacca and excluded siuiie petty 
properties lying in the district of Myinensingh belonging to the I'allakaiuli 
I’.state in the district of Sylhet. 

A sum of Rs. 13,20.164 or 99 per cent, on (he total demand was paid 
(luring the year on accitunt of revenue and ce.s.si's due to Government, against 
93[ierceiit. in the previous year. 

55. Hupees 5,42,344 wa.s paid on account of rent and ces.se.s due to 
superior landlords, and Rs. 1.14,(559 I'eiuained outstanding at the clo.se of the 
year. The fuiyment amounted to 82-9 per cent, on the total demand and 
dilFered little from the percentage in the previous year. The heaviest balances 
were due from the .lanbazar Kstate No. I in the 24-Parganas. the 
Nawah Family and Bhawal Estates in the district of Dacca, Karatiya Estate 
in Mymensingh, Dasmina Estate in the district of Bakarganj, Paschimgaon 
Estat*' in 'Pippora, and the estates of Bharat Chandra Shaba and of Girindra 
Kumar Mazumdar in the district of Noakhali. The balances were due to 
non adjustment of acciuints with co sharer landlords, to non-appearance of 
claimants and to shortness of funds. 

56. The demand for rent and cesses due to the estates under manage- 
ment during the year under review was returned at Rs. 1.21,12,741. includ- 
ing an am’ar demand of Rs. 76.92.177. Out of this Rs. 49, 06. 983 or 40-2 per 
cent, was collecteci. against 40-8 per cent, in the previous year. The Mr- 
I'entnge of collection on current demand improved from 103-5 In the preceding 
year to 105-9. The standard of 100 per cent, collection on current demand 
was exceeded in 52 out of 66 estates. There was a considerable reduction in 
collections in the Syedpur Trust Estate in the district of Khulna. The collec- 
tions in the Bhawal Estate were also very unsatisfactory, and this was largely 
due to the effects of the great cyclone of Septemlier 1919, which occurred 
when realisations on a large scale would normally have started. 



1919-189C.] WARDS’ AND ATTACHED ESTATES. H 

57. A sum of Rs. 72,29,350. representing 153 •! per cent, on the 
current demand and 58 2 per cent, on the total demand, against the corres- 
ponding percentage of 1-17 2 and 58 01 in the preceding year, remained as 
outstanding balance due to all the estates at the close of the year. In the 
Basudebpur Estate in the Burdwan Division a sum of Ks. 19,595 wa.s shown 
to be time-barred, and a sum of lis. 14.148. as disputed. The arrears in tlie 
B. L. Mukharji’s Trust Estate were a.scrilied to laxity in applying the certi- 
ficate procedure. The other two estates showing heavy balances, namely, 
Pachetgarh and Nayabasan, were released after the close of the year. In 
the Presidency Division all the estates .showing heavy arrears, viz., lj«»bar- 
danga, Janbazar No. 1 and Tagore Estates, were released. In the Dacca 
Divisibn a large proportion of tlie outstanding balances in tht^ two biggest 
estates, viz., the Nawab Family Estate and the Bhawal Estate, was shown as 
time-barred. There was al.so a heavy balance in Bhukailasl) h'-state No. ill 
in the district of Bakarganj. In the (’hittagong Division the outstanding 
balanee.s w'ere heavy in the 'I'ippera portitm of the Kasirnba/ar Estate and 
the Paschimgaon Estate. In the Rajshahi Division the heaviest balance was 
shown against danbazar Estate No. IT, aluaU half of which amounting to 
nearly a lakh and a (piarter of ru|)ees had been shown as disputed. 

58. Continued attention was p:iid to the ref)ayment of the debts of the 
large numl>er of involved estates under the Court. By the j>reparati(»n of 
regular schemes for the re[)ayment of debt the work of r(*payiuent was 
systematized, and it was possible to keep a close watch on the financial posi 
timi of each estate. The total debts of all e.states in the l*resid(‘ncy during 
the year under report st(tod at Rs. 37. 13, (>97 against Rs, f)H.3(>,91(> in th(f 
j)revious year, and a sum of Rs. 4,()2,f(33 was paid as interest on loans. 'I'he 
large reduction in the total amount of debt was mainly due to the sale of tla^ 
properties of the Tagore Wards. I'.state in execution of a inort.gfjgt' d(‘cree 
obtained by the I.ahn credit()rs. In the Burdwan DivisioTi. the Pachetgarh 
E.state was relea.sed free from debts which had been repaid ronsiderably in 
advance of the .scheme figures. In the Presidency Division schemes w»‘re sanc- 
tioned for the repayment of the debt of the Mukharji Estate and Panihati 
Estate No. 1; ami re|)ayinent was made during the year strictly according to 
the schemes. In the Dacca Division, a scheme was sanctioni'd for the repay 
ment of the debt of the heirs of the late Nawab Sir K. Saliinulla Bahadur 
in the Nawab’s I’st.ate. Schemes were also .sanctioned for (he (Jolakpur and 
Sherpur Estates in the district of Mymensingh and of Deb Nath Dutt’s Ivstate 
in the district of Bakarganj. The outstanding debts of (he K. .M. AslinifT's 
Estate and of the Bhawal Estate were .small. In the Chittagong Division, 
.schemes for the Bhukailash Estate No. I, Salamat.-ili Khan's and Kalitara 
Sen Gupta’s estates were al.so .sanctioned. The preparation of only a few 
schemes? for the ref>ayment of the delitof other indebted e.states in (he I^rovince 
formed the subject of correspondence with (he k)cal officers. 

The original indebtedne.ss of the e.states under charge during the year was 
reduced from a))j)roximately 1 crore and 29 lakhs to rather more than 37 
lakhs. j 

59. The percentage of cost of management in the current rent and cess 

demand of e.states for the whole Presiilency w'as 13-5 against 13- 1 in the 
preceding year. The percentage (2t} l) of cost in the Karatiya I'.state in 
the district of Mymensingh. although reduced to .some extent (rompari'd with 
the preceding year, was .still very high, owing to the }»ropertie.s of the e.stati^ 
being scattered over extensive areas in sevcal di.stricts and the share of the 
Estate .small in most of them. The high percentage of 21 2 in the Majifiha 
Estate in the district of Dinajpur was largely due to the i>ayment of an ear 
dues to the patuaris and kotv'uls on account of their commission ami pay for 
the year 1325 B.S. 

60. The standards fixed for expenditure on education and on agricul 
tural and sanitary improvements are one and three fier cent, resfiectively, 
on the current rent and cess demand of an e.state. 'I'lie total amount expen- 
ded during the year on all these head.s and on other work.s of improvement 
by the estates in the whole l*re.sidency aggregated to Rs. 2,15,042, against 
Ifa. 1,82,082 in the preceding year. There were few solvent estates in the 
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Presidency and accordingly the exi)enditure on work of improvement was 
inconsiderable. A Resolution was i.ssued in June 1919, explaining the policy 
of (Government in the agricultural development of the i*rovince, the need for 
co-operation by the public in testing, <iis8eminating and utilising the results 
of investigation.s made by the Department being 8f)ecially referred to. In 
accordance with this polnw the Board of Revenue directed that these instruc- 
tions .should l>e followed in the Wards’ Estate.s of the Province, and agricul- 
tural Sub-Overseers were, and are Ijeing, gradually entertained in all solvent 
estates to carry out the f)olicy, under the suf»ervisiou of the District 
Agricultural Officer. 

(11. Miss Cornelia Sorabji, Lady Adviser to the Court of Wards, was, 
as usual, indefatigable in the di.scharge of the strenuous dutie.s which her office 
involves and she was able to show considerable f>rf)gres.s in the education and 
enlightenment of female wards. 

(52. The problem of the educatif)n of the wards received due attention, 
and the result was .satisfactory. There was a proposal to utilise the Raj- 
kumar College at Raipur in the Central Provinces as an institution for the 
education of male wards, but as it <lid not prove to lx* popular the Board of 
Revenue had to abandon it. 'I he training »>f wards in survey apd settlement 
camps continued and was of much value but little success was achieved in 
training them in actual zamindari management. 


Revenue and rent-paying olaeses. 

[ Ilrjxnt on lint f^arnl llrvonuo A<lininiHtruti(*ii of Bcn^'al for 1911) 20.] 

(ill. The Bengal Tenam'V Act is in .forc<' throughout the Presidency, 
c.vcept the district of Darjeeling, the Chittagong Hill 1'racts and the town of 
Calcntta. 

04. Relations between lan<llor<ls .‘ind tenants were, on the whole, fairly 
.sat isfactorv though strained rel.ations existed in certain parts of the Presi- 
dency. The most common can.ses of friction were the enliancement of rent, 
exaction of dbu'dbs, disputes between co sharer landlords leading to oppres- 
.sion of the tenants, an(i the mismanagement of e.states by the local agents of 
absen tee zam i nd a rs . 

RMt rMaipt*. 05. In cji.ses proewdings were taken for failure to grant rent 

recei[)ts. Of these 27 ca.ses ended in conviction. IB were .struck off or rejected, 
2 were ccuupromised, 2 were withdfawii, and 4 were peiuling at the close 
of the year. 

«•••••. 00. 'Fhe levy of alnrnbs and other illegal exai’tions are made under 

difb'reiit denominations, and the tenant ordinarily pays without demur in 
order to avoid breaking barmonions relations with his landlord. In Rangpur 
an illegal ce.ss is levied by certain zamindars for the laudible object of edu- 
cation. but ordinarily the cxactiiUis are for the benefit of the landlords and 
their establi.shment. No suits were instituted during the year under .section 
75 of the Bengal Icnancy .Act. and it is clear that' the warnings of 
Regulation I of 1793, and the specific provisions of the Tenancy Act are 
unable to stem the flood of exactions, which have now almo.st obtained the 
sajoefion of custom and usage. The Commissioner of Dacca, however, report- 
ed that the .settlement operations bad a lieneficial effect in restrict- 
ing the collection, of fihtrahs. Tn Nadia the Settlement Officer wrote thus: 
“ The report of tlie first eight thanna in which survey was completed last year 
and attestation is now going on reveal the existence of the abteabs even to a 
degree unheard of in other districts.” 
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Omn0i»al AdmMmtration Rmport tor tBI2»l3, Port ti, Pmgom 19, 14 . 


Course of Legislation. 

67. Five Acts were passed by the Beiifjal T/ef^i.slative (’oiiiicil (iuriiij' llie 
year 1919 20, nil of which l)ecanie law during the year, d'hcst* Acts were: 

(1) lit'uanl Act I' of 1919 [The Ht'iii^al Villaj^e Self (joverimiiMil Act. 
1919 j . 'J'lfis law was enacted for tin* purpose of devi'lopiiijj: an ciTective 
.system of rural .self government. X’illage administration as distinct from 
the powers exerci.sed Iw district and local hoards had hitherto hecn contined 
to the union committees reco^ni.sed hy tin* Benj.jal Local Self (lovernment 
Act of 1883 (Bengal Act 111 of If'^'f)) and to the chankidari panchayats 
created hy A('t \'l of 1870. It had long hetm admitted that ii(*ither class of 
body was satisfactory; from the standpoint of the villag(* iher(‘ was overlaj)- 
ping, while both functions aiid funds were ina<le(|tiate to produce .satisfactory 
results. The (jiiestion was eNamincd at length by tin* District .Xdtninistra- 
tion ('(unmittec*. altluiugh tin* .Xct de])arts from th(*ir recommendations in 
various important respects, noticeably in abamloning the id(>;» of circle 
l»oards. It amalgamates the functions of chaukidari panchayats with those 
of the union committees by creating a tinion board in (‘very union having 
limittnl powers of stdf-taxation, (*tc., ami entrust<*d with various r('sponsibili- 
ties appertaining to the welfare of tlu^ village. Dowi'r is also givnm to 
form union Ivenches and union c(turts from among the members of the union 
board for the adniinistration of criminal and civil justice in simph* cases 
within the union. 

(2) firnaal Act VI of 1919 j The Bengal b'ood A<lulterat ion A<f, 

1919 i. The object of this piece of legislat ion is to prevent I he sale of adiil 
terated articles of food, which has assumed serious proportions It makes 
provision for en.suring the fmrity of the sta))le articles of food most liable 
to adulteration, such as milk, nhrf>, butter, mustard oil, etc., in areas in 
Bengal outside Calcutta. 

(ID Benaal Act VII of 1919 [The (Calcutta and .'sulairban I’olicfj 
(Amendment) Act, 1919 j. -This Act amen<l.s the Calcutta Police .Act, 1866, 
and the C’alcutta Suburban Police Act, 1866. on the lines of .section 8 of th(i 
Police Act, 1861, and provid(‘s that a police olhcer under suspension shall 
continue subject to the same resfsmsibilities. discipline, and j)cnalti(*s, and to 
the same authoritie.s as if he had not l)een suspended. 

• (4) Bengal Act I of 1920 | 'I’he Bengal Cruelty to vXnimals Act, 

1920 j. — This Act c'onsolidates and re-enacts the law that was in foreft in 
Bengal for the prevention of cnudty to animals, and deals .sf)ecially with 
overloading, the working of unfit animals and the practice of [thuka. 

(5) Bengal Act II of 1920 (The Fa.stern Frontier Uifle^s (Bengal Batta- 
lion) Act, 1920j. — This Act is designed to remove the anomaly involved in 
the application of the Eastern Bengal and Assam Military Police A(‘t. 1912 
(Eastern Bengal and As.sam Act LIT of 1912), which was intended for the 
combined Eastern Bengal and Assam military forc'e, to two distinct forces 
in Bengal and As.sara, which have taken the place of that force sint^e the 
reconstitution of the provinces in 1912. It further changes the designatipn 
of the “ Bengal Military Police ” to the “ Eastern Frontier Rifle.s (Bengal 
Battalion).*’ 
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during Itlt-AO* 



HHNGAL ADMINIBTOATION REPORT. 


[loiwm 


QHmtfh III* 

mmoncrton. 

•Ill Wttl%llV*»Wfl 


•Ills pmmi$lng 
ttlf 89« 


A0iti|n|sti*s- 

tlOfl* 


14 


68. The Calcutta Municipal Hill, 7917, which was introduced in 
Council on the 20th November, 1917, was withdrawn in open on the 3rd July 
1919, on grounds of expotJiency. 

69. The following three Bills were i)ending before the Bengal Legisla- 
tive Council during the year 1919-20: — 

(1) The iieiKjnl AUvcial Lands Bill, -This Bill was introduced 

in f’ouncil on the 5th March 1920. Its object is to prevent riots in connec- 
tion with the disputtid pos.se8sion lands gained by alluvion, or by the 
dercli(dion of a river or the .sea. It vests the (kjllector with pf)wers to attach 
any newly-f(»rnied alluvial land if he is credibly informed that a dis- 
pute likely to cau.se a breach of the peace exi.sts or is likely to arise in regard 
to such land, until the title to posse-ssion of the same is decided bv the Civil 
(’ourt. 

(2^ The Bentjal A (jricvltural and Sanitnrj/ I mprore/n^'nt Bill, 1920 . — 
This Bill, which was introduced in Council on the 15th March 1920, coh- 
solidates and amends (he Ihmgal Drainage Act, 1880 (Bengal Act VI of 
18H0) uimI the Bengal Sanitary Drainage Act. 1895 (Bengal Act VIII of 
1895), with a view to the promotion of (jkgricultural and sanitary works of 
imf)rovement generally. It is also designed to cover both large and small 
schemes which are initiated or can be executed by any f)er.son or Ixjdy of 
persons, .such as a cooperative society or a local authority. 

(3) The Catruffa Itent Bill, - 'rhis Bill was introduced in Council 
on the 15th March lt>29, and wsis intended to afford protection to tenants 
against the payment of (*xorbitant rents to landlords who were in a position 
of temporary a«lvaiitage owing U» the scarcity (tf housing accommodation in 
Calcutta. 'I’he Bill provides for the restriction of rents for a j)erio(l of three 
years. 


Bengal Police. 


('I’Im' u |o»rt (HI tin* Atiniinihlratitiii in tlu' Pn-i<lwni y for tlj* u.iir llU0-2(*.] 

70. 'I'he prevailing note of the report is the lament that financial strin- 
gency is hampering the work of the department in all directions, and jirevent- 
iug I h»‘ expansion and im-reased elliciency which is demanded by progressive 
standards of provincial development. The Police Department cannot afford 
to stand .still, but the increa.sed co.sl of living, of equipment and of building 
threatens a retrogression unless the fact is m-cepted that the services rendered 
to the community by the department are worth paving for, and it is false 
economy to stunt its growth. It is urged that inadeipiate pay, apart from 
the risk of the depletion of the force thnnigh falling off in recruitment and 
increase in desertions and resignations, brings in its train deterioration of 
quality, physiipie, health and morals, while inadequate clothing and unsuit- 
able lodging make them.seivcs felt in a high .sick rate. The po.stiionement of 
the opening of new eentres and of increasing the staff and reserves involves 
th(' ovi'Tworking of the existing force. These evils can only be remedied by 
increased expenditure, and it will have to Ix' faced in the near future. The 
department lias only in late years begun to make up leeway; but the pace 
must Ik? regulated with due ('onsideration of the needs of the province in other 
directions and of its resources, and the immediate removal of all difficulties 
cannot lx* hoped for. • 

The past year has shown evidence of progress which, if slow, is steady; 
the expenditim> on the foree has ri.sen by Rs. 10 lakhs and on buildings from 
Rs. IS to Rs. 22 lakhs. During the year the pay of officers of the Imperial 
Service was ivvised in accordance with the recommendations of the Royal 
(’ommission on the Public S^vices in India; the pay of sergeants was increased * 
while proposals for improving the pay and prospects of head constables 
received tlie sanction of the Secretary of State. Writer head constables will 
in future Ix' called assistant sub inspectors, and half the annual vacancies 
in the rank of sub-insix?ctor will be filled by promotion from this new 
grade. Proposals have been sdbmitted to the Secretary of State for the 
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formation of a probationary grade of sub insi)ectors on the pay and allowances 
of the lowest grade, so that it will not be necessary in future to place oflicers, 
while still on training, in responsible charges. This should result in a 
general improvement in the quality of the work, which has hitherto had to 
be delegated to untrained men, and will at the same time, by relieving the 
leave reserve from other calls, enable leave to 1 h;> given more freely. An 
Additional Superintendent of Police was sanctioned for the district of 
liurdwan wdth independent power to deal with the crime of the .\sansol 
subdivision; the revi.sed scale of the ordinary reserve of head ctm.stables and 
constables, sanction to which was received late in IblH, was partially intro- 
duced; and five new police-stations were e.stabli.shed, but no le.ss than d4 pro 
posals for ojiening up new inve.sf igatiiig auitres are .still awaiting funds. 

The most important (|ucstion is that of improving the conditions of 
service, especially in the subordinate ranks. The number of vacancies in 
the rank of con.stables, which was 500 in the prece<ling year, rose to over 5*00 
at the clo.se of the year, and there was a marked increase in tin' nnmlH*i‘ 
casualties; 343 men deserted during the year, 445 men wer<‘ disi'barged, 318 
dismissed and 1,170 resigne<l. 'I'here can be only one expl.anation of flie.se 
figures, viz., that the work and pav are not snflicienlly at tractive (o c(»m 
pete with o'ther eniployment.s available to the class from which riariiif inent 
is made. After the <'lose of the year the pay of constables has bt'cii raised 
from Hs. 10 to 11s. 14 0) Ks. 10 to Ks. 20, with an allowance of Us. 2 for 
the armed branch. 


71. Though, in view of economic di.stress and widespread indn.strial un 
rest, the past year has U'cn a diHi(aill one from the point of view of polict' 
administration, the work of the Bengal Police has maintained a good stand- 
ard of elliciency. Appreciation has been expres.scd by 'I'lieir Kxtadlencies 
the Viceroy ami the ( ‘onnnainler-in-t'liief (»f liie sin viccs of tin* ollicc'rs and 
men of the Bengal Military Police who voInnOa'ied to sinve with Imiian 
units abroad in the war. 'Ihe utility of the river police patrols has been 
acknowledgtsi l>v the varion.s Cliainbers of ('onniierce, and tin* services 
which the force renden'd in relief work after the cvclojie in I'.astern Bengal 
in September have been c‘idogise<l by the oflicers in cliargi' (»f the r(*lief 
operations. 

72. ('o- 0 })eration rendered to the police by the general public in the sup 
pre.ssion of ci'ime was inore in evidence. Joint, patrols, union watch com 
niiftees and village defence parti('s are phenomena of recent growth, (food 
work was done by the town volunteers of llooghiy, Chinsura. Serampore, 
Urahmanbaria. Diamond Harbour and Sadar subdivisions of t h(‘ 24 I’arganas. 


MlMtnry pol|o«« 
Rivsr pollo«» 


Village dafp 
pnrtltts pnit 
volMntattP 
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73. The health of the force slightly improved, as comj)ared with the pro 
vious vear. anti the atlmi.ssions into hospital fell from 13,3<)5 to 12.341(. \siiih^ 
the death-rate wjis lower. The ftrevious year. howev(“r, was paT'ticularly 
unliealthy, owing to outbreaks of iniluenza, ami the figures for IDP.t, which 
are in excess of tho.se of lt)l7, cannot be regarded as satisfactory. The 
local oflicers attributed the .sick rate largely to inaile<|uacv of pay, tiefit ie,t)t 

a nnent in the way (*f boots, coats and mackintoshes, and unsuitable 
ings. 

74. There was a satisfactory increase in the numl)cr of men rewarded 
during the year, but the [>ercentage of departmental punishment, though lower 
than in the preceding year, continued high, lx?ing 2(» per cent, of the actual 
strength . 

The jiroywrlion of officers and men judicially punislanl increased from 
1-3 per cent, of the force in PUB to 14. Of 52t) criminal cases against the 
police which were dispo.sed of during the year only t)2 ended in crinviction. 

In seven ca.ses allegations of torture were ma<le, but in no instance was the 
charge established. The majority of the convictions were for wrongful con- 
finement. Of 46 (rivil .suits instituted again.st members of the force during 
the year, 29 were di.smissed, 2 were decreed and 15 were pending at the clo.so 
of the year. 

75. The refiorts on the village police are, on the whole,' encouraging, poiio*. 

but the percentage of punishments inflicted is regrettably high, while the 
rewarding of good work is apparently neglected in some districts The matter 
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merits particular attention. The Bengal Village Self-Government Bill has 
[)usHe<i intfi law and letter results may now te bopetl for. 

76. The total ccwt of tf»e department rose from rupees one crore and 
r» lakhs to one crore and 15 lakhs. The revision of the pay of the Imperial 
Servi('e officers contributed to the increase. Kupees 22 lakhs were spent on 
hiiilding.s, as compared with Rs. 18 lakhs in the previous year, but the cyc- 
lone of Scfiternlan' Hill) largely, counlerhalanced this improvement, and 
money urgently needed for further imfirovernent has had to be diverted to 
making good the damage done. 

77. There was a .small increase to the total volume of cognizable crime. 
The provincial total of .seriou.s crime wius 7I1,!12<5 cast's against 65, 1102 cases 
in the previous year, and iiawt of the more seriou.s heads, except riot and 
murder, show an increase. I'his was large in the districts of the Burdwcin 
and Kajshalii ranges, economic distre.s.s, floods and the cyclone being tne 
main causes. 


78. Revolutionary crime still further decreased. There were 2 such' 
dacoitics in the year, as compared with 3 in 1018 and 0 in 1917. Under 
the terms <jf the fling’s pToclamatitm clemency wa.s shown to persons placed 
under re.straint in connection with olfences againt the State. ' All those 
interned und(‘r the Dtdence of India Rules ancl the greater numlwr of the 
State pri.soners w»“re relea.sed after the clo-se of the year. 


Mortality oauaed by wild animals and snakes. 


[U<*j‘urt <*ti i)io iiH'jirurt'M uiki*i» for ll»r tlrntnut i 'H of uiM attiitialN atoi Hij«kt‘S 

of I'iIiIimIi IikIiu, t'ait V — Artu, I'opultti um ami l*ul> ic lloulilt.) 


79, 'I'he iiumlHU' of persons killed hy wild animals deerea.sed from 310 in 
191S to 293 in 1919. 'I’here was an increase in the number of deaths cammed 
hv <-iephants, leopar<is ami bears, the number being 16-81 and H again.st 
1(168 i, (id 5. re.s[»ec(iv<dy. in 1918. 

The number of deaths caused by tigers slauvs a deciease, the number being 
28 against titl in (he preceding year. 

8(1 The minilH'r of persons who died from sn.'ike-bite deerea.sed from 
•l.tMlh in HllS to 3,689 in 1919, the decrease being in the Presidency, Dacca, 
Ha |slmhi and ( ’hittagong divisions where the ligiircs declined from 1,195. 621, 
1,(184 and 139 in 1918, to 1.144, 4(>6, 1.0(14 am! 123. res]>ectively, in 19H). 
'file Hiirdwaii Division and the town of Calcutta with its suhurhs, however, 
show an increa.se of 20 and 3. respectively. 

81. 'fhere was a small decrease in the number of wild animals for the 
deslriK tiuii of which rewanls were paid, the munlHU' being 393 in 1919 against 
416 in 1918. 'I'he munber of tigers destroyed deerea.sed from 104 in 1918 to 
86 in H»19. The. amount paid for the destruction of wild animals and .snakes 
was Ks. 10,388 ami Hs. 441, respectively, the corresponding ligures for 1918 
lH*it\g lis. 10,490 ami Rs. 190. 


Police Administration In Calcutta. 

['('Ill’ .\iiiiiial lto|iorl I'll Uit' I'l'lii-i- .Niliniiii-.tr,il.ii>ii of tlie tnwn of Calcnlt* and it« tubnrlm for the year 

19 19- ■.'!>.] 

82. The outstanding feature (.>f the Police administration of Calcutta is 
its complexity. Calcutta is a great and wealthy city, with many densely- 
populated areas where modern conditions of police and traffic control are still 
impossible, a great port Iwunded by a long .stretch of open river, the centre 
of a verv important industrial area, a resort of foreigners and of pwple 
from all parts of India, and an imjiortant political focus. Its policing 
constitutes a problem in itself, distinct from that afforded by any other part 
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of the Presidency, and it becomes yearly more important that tl\e fnll mean- 
ing of these facts should realised. Calcutta hjia attained the status of a 
huge modern city and is still growing. It begun with a police administra- 
tion based on that in force in rural and urban Bengal: it has stavdily out- 
grown the potentialities of such a system. Jind this growth has been rael by jv 
series of adaptations that have approximated more and more to the mo«lel 
set by European cities of .similar .size and siinihu’ activities. There can be 
only one policy for the future, and that is the policy of «lefmitelv casting the 
administration into what may be called the metropolitan moultl. Thi's will 
mejin increasing .specialisation, inemming subdivision of :u'tivitie.s under 
separate departments, and the employment more and more of men with 
speiual t|uaIifications. Such an evolution will inevitably be accompanied 
by a growth of expenditure. 

Apart from thi.s internal process towards increiusing cost, there is tlui 
external T)re.ssure exerted hy the economic conditions of t'alcutta. 'I'his 
pressure lias Ikhui very noticeable during the year. It bas iMHome clear, for 
instance, tiiat the housing of oflicers in hired bouses (the fot.al rents paiil 
to private owners rose to us. 3,10.4t»0) i.s uneconomical and admini.stratively 
most undesirable. A loan appears to the only solution of the <liliioulty, 
as it is obviously impo.ssiblc to liuance tlic.se building .scltcnu's within a reason 
able time out of revenue. Hut Ix^sidcs capital outlay it is clear that the 
improvement in the pay i»f tlic lower Itranchcs of the force has not kept pace 
with the increase of economic pressure, and the result is seen in the dilliculty 
of recruitment and in tlic tcinh'iu'y noticed by the t\)mini.s.sioner to a lower 
morale. Proposals to meet these ditbculties were umler consideration. As 
the cost of the administration thus increases the question mn.st soon arise, 
whether t'alcutta should not he called ujkui to pay mon* directly than it at 
present dot^s for the .s(‘rvic<‘ which ailmini.sters and jirotccts it. 

83. Uecruitineut fell .short of vacancies. Theliope that, as army demob "•oMMtmsnt. 
ilisation progres.sed, recruitment would liecoine easier, was not fuHilled, the 

high co.st of living in (hilcutta and tlie inarUsjnacy of the pay ami i)rospet!ts 
offered are the rea.sons for the failure. 

Crime in the aggregate increased hy alxait 10. 000 c;ises, the inc.reu.se 
falling mainly under special and local laws, 'fhe general prt'v.ilcnce of 
industrial unrest produced a mirnher of .strikes, none of which, lu)wever. 
was attended by any disturbance of the peace. 

The old question of the contnil of the unruly element kiunvn as aaoiulas 
again came to the fore. I'he difficulties of holding these ho<)ligan.s in c.ias'k 
are numeroiKS; prosecutions are impede*! by tiui reluctance of parties to give 
evidence for the pro.secution: the ordinary bad lividiliood .sta-tions of the 
Co'le are in some ways inapplicable to a larg<’ town, (»r Et least, it is not easy 
to enforce tbein: the areas most preyed npf)ri afford facilities to criminals and 
it is bard to patrol them. .An effective remedy would lie in an eveeutive 
power to remove from the tow n tfio.se desperate eliarai lers who onda.nt.'er the, 
piddic peace in this way. ami reore.sentativ*; t)piiiion is being con, suited as 
to this or any other solution which may l»e fea.sible. 

84. A riot nece.s.sitating the eiiqiloyment of armed force occurre<l in tlie 
northern part of the city on the 11th and l:ith April, it was a sequel t.o 
the satyagraha hartal observed in tlic city on the flth of that Tuorith, and was 
an echo of more serious distnrbanc'es which occurred ol.sewherc in the coun- 
try. Its operations were fortunately restricted, and *»r<ier was promptly 
restored by measures which the general .sen.se of the public, iulmitted have 
been characteri.sed by forliearance and iruMleration. 

85. Tlie rapid rise in the numlier of motor vehicles since the armistic.e 
and a steady increa.se in the number of traffic offences nece.ssitated an improve- 
ment in the method of traffic control. Sanction was obtained to the central- 
ization of a control hitherto divided between the (‘orporation and the Police 
un<ler a .speciali.sed Police Department designate*.! the Public Vebifdes 
Department, having at its head a Deputy (’ommiasioner of Police responsible 
solely for this branch of control. The officer designated to hold charge of 
the department was placed on special duty in London to study the details 

8 
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of tratlic control in that city. He has now taken charge, and an improve- 
ir»ent is Icwked for in thia im{xirtiint brunch of public convenience. 

8(i. The Fire Brigade waintuined Its record of good work, and coped 
with hre« which involved projjerty of considerably higher value than in the 
(>reviouH year. 


Criminal Justloe. 


[Ifvp^ rl on tin* Ailunuintiiiliofi <>f criuiinul jiiutit**? in of tiuriug tlitj vetu 

StMitHlp M <»f liiiti li linlittj i*uit VI — A«lu;iiithlrMiori and JudleiaL] 

87. For .smions work, the staff consisted of lil Sessions Judges and It) 
Additional Se.ssions Ja<lge.s employed throughout the year. Six Subor- 
liinale . lodges were vested with the powers of Assistant Sessions 
Judge. 'I'hey were employed in Burtlwan, Ilowrali, the *2i-l*arganas, 
Mymensifigh, Farnlpur ami Hogra; they decided altogether i>a ca.ses. Besides 
the alxive, eight temporary Additional Sessions .Indges were employed, one 
eaidi at Howrah and Midnapore thronghont tlie year, exi'lnsive of the civil 
<ourt vacation; one at Ka.j.shahi from the JOth .Inly t(t the 24th Septenilier 
and again from tin* Htli Decemlx'r till the end of the year, one each at Bakar- 
ganj, l)acca and I’ulaia Bogra till the 22nd Septenii»er. one at IJnrdwan till 
the Jlst January and one at Noakhali from the JOth June til! the end of 
the year, exclusive of the vacuticm. 

'I'he magisterial staff e.m[)loved at the cio.se of tla* year, iialudiug that 
(•f the I’resideiu V town, consisted of Jd7 stipeiidi.-irv anil SI7 honorary magis- 
I rates 'I'lie-se ligures, represent a dei rcase of J and 21, respeetivel\ , tm the 
nuniiM'rs of the previous year. One .special inagi.strate was employed in Noa- 
hhali. wliere he decided 178 eji.ses. Of the Jd? .stipendiary magistrates. 250 
exercised lirst. H7 second, and 21 lliird ela.ss powers. 

'I’lieri' were IJl heneln*s of magistrates constituted from among 7JJ hono- 
rary maeisi rates in tlie ninfa.ssal. Of the total, lOt wi're independent and 
Jl) were restri< t»*d to the trial »)f ca.ses under the Mnnieifial .\et, 

88. There were J5S.5<>7 criminal offences reported tim ing the year, an 
iiu'ieas** of Ja.OdO on the figures of lUlS. Of the tiilal. IStJ.lOt) v.ere under 
the Indi;m iV'iuil (’ode and 105,101 under special ami local laws. These 
exei'cd tia' ligiires of 101^ by 20.175 and M.i^Jl. respect iveiy. The im reuse 
was most marked in Dacca, followi'd by the l’n‘si(h>ney town. I’aridpiir, 
'lippi'ra, Mnidwan, Noakhali, b’angpiirand M idna|tore. as rt'ga rds on’eiues 
under the Penal (’ode; and in llu' Presidency town followed by Howrah, as 
regards offences umn'r spi'ciul and local laws. 

80. 1'he nnniitcr of laises found to be false, or in which complaints were 
dismissed, was ♦»2,501 or I7'1 per cent, of the number reported during the 
vear. The.se tigiires iiu'lndt* ca.ses pending eniiuiry at the close of 1018. 
i he peieentagt' foi' the pr»H'»*ding year was 10 (5. ( ‘oni|»laints were dismissed 

in 57.012 eases, or s. 1 10 more tlian in lOfs. 'I'he number of ca.ses declared 
to be false aft4*r trial *»r imiuiry was 4,H52. or IJJ more than in 1018. 

00. Of the total numk'r of ca.ses under inquiry, 208. 808 were found to 
U' true, and of these 227,758 were brought to trial. Inquiries were pending 
in 18.702 eases .at the close of the year, (’lanpnred witli 1018, the number 
of eases bauid to he true and the nnmber bronght to trial show' an increase 
of 24.274 and Pi. 000. respectively. 


OHIUIN.M. .irUlSDICTlON. 

I. —Presidency Mnnistrates' Courts. 

91. Of the total number of caaes brought to trial, 97,102 were in the 
etiurbs of the {8>liiv and municipal magistrates in the Presidency town, and 
130,651 in the courts of magistrates in the mufassal. 
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92, The number of cases brought before the Presidency Magistrates, 
including the mimicipal magistrates, was greater by 12.b*2:{ than in 1918. oaioutta **’ 
The nunilier of cases under special and ltK;al laws rase from 77,2,'>U to 88,490 ©■•••fortmai. 
and that under the Penal ('ode from 6,92li to 8,006. 'I'he increase umler the 

former head was most marked in offences under the Polii-e Act. which rose 
from 47,309 to 52,257. The numlier of offences under the .\ct for the Preven- 
tion of C’ruelty to Animals rose from 0,889 to 10,590 and under the Bengal 
Motor Car and Cycle Act from 1,308 to 2.330. On the other hainl. there 
was a noticeable decrease? in the number t)f offences under the Hackney and 
Stage Carriages Acts, wdiich fell from 1,521 to 902. As regards ofien(’e.s 
under the Penal Code, there w;is an im rea.se in offences again.si property, 
which ro.se from 2.164 to 3.023. 

Before the Presidency Magistrates, other than the municipal magis- 
trates, 79.054 ca.ses were di.spo.sed of <luring the year, of which 19.028 were 
Indore stijiendiary magistrates. 50,558 Indore honorary magisfr.itcs sitting 
.singly, and 3,408' Indore Inmches. The corresponding iigures for ISll.s wci-e 
08.0{i8. 19,540, 47,049 and 2,033. respectively; besides 80 ca.ses were dispose<l 
of by a special magistrate. Four hundred and forty i'onv cases wiu’c poinling 
at the close of the year. Of the total number disp(»sed of, 42 were eoinniitted 
to the Trigh’f’ourt, and the remainder were fimilly tl(“cided by iiiagisi rales, 

228 under the ordinary, and tin* remainder under the suminarv |»rocedu re 
The nuinU'r of witne.sses examined before the pidicc' magisti'ates w.as 
22,329, as compared willi 19,350 in 1}>18. 'I'he number of those wlio .ittended 
;ind were diseharged without examitiafion was 97 or -4 per cent, of the 
whole number in :itteti<lance. Of the total numlx'r in attendan -e, ls,3tU> 

(Jsl 0 j)er cent .) were di.scharg<‘d on thelirst. 3,8J>3 (I7;4 percent.) on the 
second. 203 (•{) per cent.) (*n the third, atid 21 (.1 per cent.) aft^M' the lliirtl 
day. 'Phe number of witne.sses detained for more than three lays w.is 15 l('.s.s 
than in lt)l8. 

'Phe numl)er of ca.ses brought b(d(U‘e the nnmici|»al uiagistiates was 
17,300 and four (‘.a.ses were pending from the previous year 'I'lie iiunil*cr of 
ca.ses di.spo.sed of was 17,307. of which 17,100 wen* (l(*cided under tin* sum 
iiiarv [U'oeedure. Of tlte retnaitiing three cases, the accused died in 
2 cases and one was pending at the clo-se of the year. Compared with P.M8, 
the nninber of <aise.s instituted and dis(*o.sed of shows an iri' rea.sc of 1,938 
and 1.945. respectively. 'Phe number of witne.sses (‘xamined before the muni 
cipal magi.strates ro.se from 4.!>04 to .5,02.5. Of the wiln(*.s.s»*K in .•»tt(*ndaiice. 
three were detaitied for more than three days. 

93. Tlie aggregate numlH*r of persons under trial before the Presidency R**uitaof 
Magistrates, other than tin* immicipal magistrates, was 8(5, (t97. Of tlnr »'*‘«'** 
persons tried. 5. .592 were ac(]uitted or discharged, 7!>,812 v\er'* convicUnl, 

three died. 69 were comtnitted to the sessions, and 091 reinaitied under tritil 
at the clo,se of the year. Of the persons acquitted or discliarged, the case.s 
of 2,150 were comf)ounded. withdrawn, or disrni.ssed for default. Of the 
ner.sons tried for offences under the I’erial Cotie, 0.130 wa*re convicted and 
3,704 acquitted or di.scharged. Tin* re.siilt.s of trials befon* each class of 
masristrates during the year are .shown Indow:- 
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Of the persons convicted, 2,473 were punished with rigorous imprison- 
ment, including the cases of twenty-three persons who were stmteiiced to 
solitary confinement: 1.237 were punished with simple impri.sonrnent, 70,308 
with fine and 114 with whipping. Of the persons sentericeil to fine 113 were 
so .sentenced in addition to other punishments. 

Of the sentences of whipping two were not in accordance with the Whip- 
ping Act of 1909. Tn Iwth these cases, the sentences were executed. 
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Sentences of imprisonment passed in the cases of 63 youthful otfenders^ 
were commuted to detention in a reformatorv school. live thousfind and 
fifty eight convicted persons were warned and discharged. 

In addition to these sentences, 394 persons were required to furnish 
security for good behaviour, of whom 388 were imprisoned in default for 
U!rtns not exceeding one year; 17 persona convicted of offences involving a 
bieH< h of the peace were ordered to execute bonds to keep tl»e peace; 166 
persons were released on probation under section 562, Criminal Procedure 
( 'o<le; and various miscellaneous orders were passed under special law s in the 
cases of 107 fier.sons. The numlx^r of {>er.son.«i released on probation of good 
conduct shows a detirease of 23 as compared with 1918. 

Heff)rc the tminicipai iiuigistratcK, 20,3;12 pcr.^otis were under trial of 
w houi 19,230 were convicted, 1,097 were acquitted or di8<harged, 3 died and 
2 remained under trial at the close of the year. The percentage of convio- 
lions was 94-5. Of the person.s convicted, 13,536 were punished with fines, 
ami the remainder were ordere<l to conij)ly with the various requirements of 
the rules and bye-laws of the Calcutta Corporation. 

91. Al the oix'iiing of tli«f year, 5,943 ca.seM, besides cases of lunatics, 
were pending before magistrates outside I'alcutta. During the year, 
130,677 cu.ses. im liidiiii; references under .set-tion.s 347 and 349, Criminal 
I*ro<edure Code, were brought to trial, 129,535 were disposed of and 7,037 
remained pending at its dose. In the remaining forty-eight cases, the 
ae«msed died, escaped or were transferretl. The number of cases brought to 
trial was 88 more than in 1918. Under the Indian Penal Code, there was 
a prominent increase in offanct^s against jirojiertv (4,795) and in offences 
affect ing the human Imdy n,251). On the other hand, there was a consider- 
able! decrease in ejises under special and local laws (5,744). 

All increasf! in the number of cases instituted is reported from tw’enty, 
and u decrease from six districts. The increase was movst marked in Dacca 
(1,023) while the largest decrease occurred in the 24-Parganas (7,0331. 

Tlie increase in Dacca occurred lioth in castes under the Penal (’ode. and 
in caw'.s umler sriecial and local laws; the iiurease under th(‘ former head 
was chiefly in offences against property and in offences affecting tlu; hnniau 
laxly. 'I’he decrease in the 24-1’arganas was chiefly in cases umler special 
and local laws, viz., the Poliee (lown) and the Prevention of t'rueUy to 
Animals Acts. 

The disposals were distributed as follows: - 


Uifitricl Ma^MstralcH ... 


Tri» teguliirly. 

Ti io<l Htchtaarily 

1 1 

Subonliiiiitr stijieiuliary inuj^istru 


7G..V.I 


Honorary ina^rintratctt 


IS.o.V.t 


IboichcH of inu^'idtratcH 

.. 


r>,yj7 

Special rt 

.. 

ITS 



hi addition to the eases showm above, Di.strii't and Subdi visional Magis- 
trates decided 25 cases referred to them under seetions 347 and 349 of the 
('ode of Criminal PrtK'edure. 

The numl>er of cases de<!ided during the year was 959 le.ss than in 1918. 
The decrease occurred in Uie courts of lienches of magistrates, honorary 
magistrates ami Distriit Magistrates, who disposed of 2,411, 538 and 47 
cases, respectively, less than in the preceding year. The number of cai^ 
disposed of by the subordinate stipendiary magistrates and the spe6ial 
magistrate shows an increase of 1,979 ami 58, respectively, as compared 
with 1918. 

'fhe total number of cases disposed of by District Magistrates w’as 158, 
the largest number having*been decided by the District Magistrate of Midna- 
pore(22). 
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95. Of the total mualjer of cases shown in the preceding paragraph, 
1,335 were conunitted or referred to the sessions, and 128,200 were tinally 
disposed of by magistrates. In these latter, 181,036 persons were accused, 
or 1,0081688 than in 1918. Of the total, 90,450 or 49-7 per cent, were lon- 
vicled and 91,477 or 50-3 per cent, were acc^uitted or discharged. In 1918, 
53-4 per cent, of the persons tried were convicted. 

Of the persons acquitted or discharged, the cases of 46.928 were com- 
pounded, withdrawn or dismissed for default. The percentage of convic- 
tions of persons actually tried was 67 per cent, against 71-4 in 1918. 

Of the perils tried for ofifences under the Indian Penal Code, 31,824 
or 30-3 per cent, were convicted, and 73,049 or 69 7 per cent, acquittod or 
discharged. t)l llic latter, the case.s of 41,257 person.'^ were compounded, 
withdrawn or dismissed for default. The percentage of convictioii.s <if per- 
sons actually tried under tlie Penal Code was 50 against 52 5 in 1918. 

The total number of persons awaiting trial before magi.-^trates at the 
clo.se of 1919 was 12,208, as compared with 10,839 in 1918. Of these, 22 
who were on bail were awaiting trial for more than six months. Explana- 
tions of delays in tlie disposal of all cases pending for more than tlirw; nninlhs, 
submitted by the magistrates coucerned, haveTxHjn considered by the High 
Court, and the necessary orders have been pa.ssed on them, 'fhe number 
of persons in custody at the close of the year was ‘.)87 against 1,064 in 19 1 H. 

The general result of trials before magistrates of ca<ii class was jis 
follows; — 
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Of the persons shown alK)ve as convu-U^l. the numl)crs tried summarily 
were 6,314 by benches of magistrates; 25,h2.“> iby subordinate slipendiary 
magistrate; 596 by honorary magistrates; ami 15 ]»y District- Magistrates. 

The mode of trial of the total number of persons convicted iind the 
nature of the sentences passed were as follows:- - 
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96. The sentences passed on person.s convicted, were us folUiws: 
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A term of solitary confinement was included in 40 of the sentences of 
rigorous imprisonment, and in the cases of 26 youthful offenders the sentence 
of imprisonment was commuted to one of detention in a reformatory school. 
Four thousand and thirty-one persons were called upon to give setuirity to 
be of good behaviour, 3,812 of whom were sentenced to terms of imprison 
ment not exceeding one year on failing to comply with the orders. Six 
hundred and fifty four persons again-st 493 in 1918 were released on pro- 
bation under section 562 of the Code of Criminal Procedure. Against 43 
persons who had previously been so released, jircxeedings were subsequently 
taken and 36 were convicted and punished. In addition to substantive 
punishments, 4,148 persons were required to execute tends to keep the peace, 
of whom, 1 ,101 were convicted of offences involving a breach of the peace. 
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Of tl>e sentenccB of irnprisomneiit imposed, 4,077 were for terms not 
exceedifig fifteen days; 11,410 for terms not exceeding six months; 0,174 for 
terms ii'»t exm*iling two years; and 56 for terras exci^eding two years. 

StJiiUmees of wjii{)ping were passed on 458 persons, as against 3&1 in 
the preceding year. Of these, six against five in 1018, were riot in accord- 
ance vvitli the Whipping Act of 1009. In all these cases t.he sentences were 
executed. 

The fines impo,s«‘d aggregated Its. 7,34,769. Its. 5,97,309 wore realised, 
(»f which Its. 82,717 were paid as conifrensation to complainants. 

97. In addition to criminal trials, the following were the more impor- 
tant cla.Hscs of work dealt with Iry magi.strates in the inufassal: — 

98. 'I’here were 2,738 proceedings under C.‘hapter VIII. ('riininal Pro- 
cednn* ('ode, to prevent a breach of the [reace, in wlti(‘h 11,825 persons were 
involved. 'Die numls'r of ca.ses and persons involveri was more than the 
number brought befori* the eourts in 1918. t)f the }>er.sons <‘oncerned, 3.047 
were required to execiitt' bonds to keep the peace, in addition to the }*erson8 
mentioned in tl»e [(receding f)aragra})!i ns having been .similarly boviinl down 
on convi<;tion. The iniiiilM'r of [»er.son.s dealt with under this chapter was 
lar'gest in Ibikargan j (2,209), bdlowed bv Kfmlna (2,02^), Faridfmr (1.757) 
and Mymensingti (1,030). Ibikarganj has beach'd the list since 1913. Com 
pared with the figures of HIH there was a large imnease in the nuniher of 
[irocef'diiigs of thi.s cl.a.ss in Khulna, Pakarganj and Farid[)iir and a marked 
decrease in Hogru ami Pahna. 

In 2,194 eases, .'(,597 |M*rsons were called upon to show t au.se whv thev 
should not give security to Ik* c(f good In'liavioiir. ami the orders were nuule 
alwoluti* against 4,410. Of these, 4,217 failed to civt* tin* n'(]uired .security 
and were impriscmed in default, 405 after reference to the* courts of session 
ntider s»*ctioFi 123 of the (’ode. and 3.8|2 nndi*r orders of magistralt's, for 
p*rtiis m(t exewding <(ue year. 

99. Pr<(c(*edings for the ahatement of nuisanees under Chapter X of the 
Code were tak»*n in H07 ea.ses, and in the ea.ses of 294 persons a rc*ferenee 
vvjus made to a jury under .section 138 of the Code. The numlHM’ of cases under 
(’haf)ter X 1 1 of the ( 'ode. involving (|ue.stion.s of the po.s.session of land decided 
hv magistrates, was 1.0S4, .sh((wing ji decrease of 68 on the figures for 1918. 
Fcdir hundred and thirty four eomplainants were ordered to pay eompensa 
tion to accused [(ersotis, luider .st*ctioii 250 of the Code, as tlie aeousations 
liavifig lM*eii found to he frivolous or vexatious. Proceedings for maintcMiance 
under Chapter X.XNVl of the Code were taken against 8<(2 [(ersons. and 
orders were made absolute against 2^(3. 

100. The numlK’r ((f witiiesse.s examined in the courts of magistrate.s in 
the mufiis.sal was 3tt5,373, as conij)ared with 3;)7,382 in 1918. [[te iiumls*!’ 
who attt'iided and W(*rt* discharg<*d without examination was 172, a6;). or 32 
{)er eenl., of the whoh* number iii attendance; the [>ereentage in the preceding 
vear was 32 15 The amount paid to witnes.ses on aceount of tlie ex}‘enscs of 
their attendance nxse from Us. 2.13.805 in 1918 to Rs. 2.47, 8;)() in 1919. 
Of the total mimln'r in atlendanee. 391.018 (72 7 per cent.) were dis- 
charged on the first dav; 103.57(5 (19-3 [(er cent.) on the second day; 33.910 
(6 3 [»er cent .) on the third day; ami 9,437 (1 7 per cent.) after the third «lay, 
'I'he number of w itnessps detained f<(r more than three days was 1 ,083 more than 
iit 1918 'I'he districts in which the largest percentage of witnes-ses was 
detained for more than three days were Bakjirganj (4-4), Jalpaiguri (3’8) 
and Howrah (2’8). F.xplanations of the,se detentions have l)etm dealt with 
by the High Court. 


//. - / 'otirtfi of Session. 

101 . The mimber of eases committed for trial or referred during the year 
was 1 .335, or 46 le-ss than in 1918; and the number de<'ided including the ca-se 
pending from t he j>revious year, was 1 .282 or 77 less than in 1918. There weio 
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220 cases peiidiug at ti»e close of the year. Comniituieiits dccivascd iti 10 
districts and increased in ten. The det'rease was marked in tlie following 
districts, in Tippera from 08 to 38. in the 24-Parganas from 07 to 00. in Jal- 
paiguri from 51 to 25. in Khulna from 01 to 43, in Hooghly from 50 to 4 1 
and in Dacca from 85 to 70. The increase was noticeable in liakarganj ftom 
142 to I7l. in Bogra from 40 to 73, in Hajshahi from 35 to 55. in Mvmen- 
singh from 135 to 151, in Bunlwan from 38 to 53, and in Murshulabmi from 
18 to 32. The numlier of commitments was, as in the previous year, largest 
in Bakarganj (171). 

102. Ther were 3,702 persons, or 30 less than in 1018. under trial before 
the courts of session. The cases of 3,001 jiersons were decided and 502 remain- 
ed under trail at the close of the year. t.)f the 3.001 per.sons tried, 1,771, or 
57-2 per cent, were convicted and 1.103 were acejuitted oi- discharged, and the 
oases of 150 persons were referred t(» the High ('ourt under sections 307 and 
374 of the Co<le of Criminal Procedure. 
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Of tho.se .sentenced to rigorous imprisonment, the .sentences in the cases 
of eight per.sons included term.s of .solitary conlinement. 'hwenl} eight of tlie 
sentences of tine and four of whipping weie .additional pmiislinienf s. In tlic 
case of one youthful ofl'ender tlie sentence of imjuasonnient was commuted to 
iletention in a reformatory .scIkmiI. Besides the ahovc', 405 persons were 
sentenced to rigorous oi' sitiijile iniprisomnent (21 for Iim iiis not (‘\cccding one 
year and for terms i»et ween one year and Uiree yeais) on failure to funiisti 
.sec'urily for good l)eha\ loiir. kourteim persons, who had lieeii convicted ot 
olTences invohiiiga hreacli of the peace, were nsprirfd to exciite honds with 
.sureties to kwp the peace in addition to (heir suhstanlivc punishment. 
S(Mitences of imjuisoninent were jtassed for the foilowing terms; 
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l ines to the amount of Rs. tl.oTO were imposed by ((iiirls of session, as 
comjiared wiili Us. 1 1 ,(i77 imposed in the pi“ccding vcai'. Tlui total 
realisations of the year aggregated Us. 2.204, as compared with Us. 2,270 in 
ISllH. Tlie amount of the tines reali.sed and paid as 'ompensat i<>n fell trom 
Us. 1 ( .) t<* U.s. I .)0. ' 

104. The iiumher of pcasons Iriisl hy jury wa.s 2.341 ami of the persons 
so tried, the Sessions .Judge a[>proved of the verdict of tin.- jury in rc.spect 
of 2 0t>0 and disa[»|U'oved ol it in respect of 2>'l persons. I'lie Sessions dudge 
disagreed with the verdict of the jurv in rcgai’d to 153 per.sons and referred 
the cases to the High Comt under .section 307 of the Code of Criminal Pio 
cedure. The results of tliesc references arc given under the head “ Su|icrin 
tendence, reference and revision.*’ 

105. The number of persons tried with the aiil of as.sessors was 00. In 
the cases of 50 persons the Ses.sions .Judge concurred in tlfe opinion of both 
the a.sse.s.sors; in the eases of 10 he differed from the opinion of one, and in 
the cases of 24 he differed from the opinion of J)oth the assessors. The 
corresponding figures of 1018 were 1,410, 082, 180 and 248, respectively 
The fall in the number of cases tried wdth the ai<l of a.s.se.ssors is due to the 
extension of the system of trial by jury. 

106. The average duration of session.s trials, from the date of commit- 
ment to the date of decision, rose from 44-8 days in 1018 to 47T» days in 1019. 
Notice was, as usual, taken by the High Court of all cases of unusual dura- 
tion. 


trials* 


Punislimaifta* 


•Jury, trlat». 


Trials with tha 
aid of 


Oyamtiofi of 



CMmmp* III* 
M0TC0n0ii« 




•!«*, |4» th« 
MtgN OoMV*l« 




of 

AiiUMltt. 


ApgMl figfllfifit 
aoAuIttal- 


24 , BENGAL ADlflNIBTRATtON REPGBT. [lOTMm 

The duration of cases was highest in the district of the 24 Parganas 
(ftS), followed by Rajshahi («‘2 4) and Burdwan (16 tt) There was a 
marked increase from 3 '5 to ft2 4 days in Kajshahi, owing, among other 
causes, to the size of certain cases, and to changes in personnel; from 71 to 
95 days in the 24'I*arganaH, from 39 •! to 61'9 days in Burdwan and from 
27 2 to 44 (lays in Kangpur. On the other hand, there was a ni>tice.ible 
reduction from 68 6 to 39 2 days in Hooghly, from 60 to 47 days in Howrah 
and from 51 7 to 39 2 days in Noakhali. 

107. 'Flic niitulMT of witnesses in attendance ftefore the courts of session 
was 24,365. Of these, 15,403 were examined and 8,962 discharged without 
examination against 16 ,Hhh and 11,163, respectively, in 191S. Of the total 
mimlter in attendance 10,172 (4! 8 jier cent.) were discharged in the first 
day; 7,264 (298 per cent.) on the setjond day; 3,896 (16 per cent.) on the 
third day; and 3,033 (12-4 per cent.) after the third day. The profMjrtion 
of witnesses di.scharged aftor the third day was smaller tlian in 1v)l8 (-7 per 
cent ). The High Court have taken due notice of (‘ases of ex«'essive deten 
lion of witnesse.s in nwiewing the <listrict rep(»rts. The amount paid to w’it- 
n(‘.sHe.s on account of the expen.ses incurred by them in attending sessions trials 
was Its. 76,676 as coin[»ared with Rs. 82,178 in 1918. 

108. Seven ea.>^<‘s were pending at the eormnencement of the year, and 
45 (mses were brought to trial flnring the year. Of these, 50 in- 
cluding three cases of European British subjects (two committed from the 
24 Rarganas and one from Howrah) were tried during the year and two 
remained undecided at its close. 

Altogether 73 persons were tried, of whom 34 were convicted and 39 
a(!<niitted. The numlnT <tf witne.s.ses examined was 582 and the average 
duration of cases from commitment was 49-3 davs, against 48 8 davs in 
1918 
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lOtl .At the opening of the year, -14 at)[)eals from sentences or order's 
of criminal courts were pending before the High Court. During the year, 
583 appeals were preferred and 579 were decided, leaving 48 pending at its 
close. The nunuH'r preferre<l and decided was each 73 less than 
in the preceding year. The pending file shows an increase of four appeals. 

< )f lbi‘ ;>pp(‘als preferred against stmtcnces. 462 wetv from courts of 
session and 120 from (xuirts «»f Presiilencv Magistrates. One appeal was 
preferred by the T^oeal Oovernrnent against an order of acquittal. 

110. Four hundred and sixtv one appeals again.st sentences of courts 
of .se.ssion w’cre decid('d The orders of the lower courts were upheld in 
393. reversed in 13. and modified in 49 instances. Six ca.ses were remand- 
t'd for re trial One hundred and sevente-m appeals from the orders of 
magistrates of the 1*resi<lencv t.own were dei'ided, the orders being aflirmed 
in 11 !, modified in two and reversed in thr(*e. ca.ses. One case was remanded 
for re trial. The results of appeals tiecided, as affecting individuals, were 
that the appeals of 781 jiersons were summarily <lismi.s.sed under section 421 
of the Cocle of Criminal Procedure, and that in admitted appeals, the sentences 
on 98 appi'llants were confirmed, on 91 reduced or altered, and on 28 annul- 
led. Tn the caser. of 23 persons, a new trial or further inquiry w*as ordered. 

111. The appeal preferred by the Local Government was against an 
order of ac’ipiittal passed by a Sessions Judge in respect of , two persons who 
were convicted and sentenced to various terms of rigorous imprisonment and 
fine hv a .suhdivi.sional magi.strate. nnd(*r sections 120B, 120B/417, 120B/420, 
511 '417 120B^511. 406 '511 and 120B read with .sections 406/511 of the 
Indian Penal Code. The High Court set aside the order of acquittal and 
convicted the accused on the second and third charges and sentenced them 
each to undergo one year’s rigorous imprisonment on each charge, the sen- 
tences to run concurrently. 
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112. There were 177 appeals pending before the courts of session at the 
openii^ of the year. Duri^ the year, 3,573 appeals were preferred, 3,547 
were decided and 204 remained pending at its close. The number of appeals 
preferred was 228 more than in 1918. In the appeals decided, 5,683 per- 
sons weire concerned. The appeals of 1,401 persons, or 24 0 per cent, were 
summarily dismissed; 1,915 appellants, whose appeals were admittted were 
altogether unsuccessful; l,l46 obtained a renuction or alteration of sen- 
tence; 1,166 were acquitted; and in the cases of 53 appellants, a new trial 
or further inquiry was ordered. The cases of two persons were referred to 
the High Ck)urt. 

The proportion of persons whose appeals were wholly unsuccessful, 
successful in obtaining a modification of the original orders, and successful 
in obtaining their reversal was 58-3, 20 t and 20 5, respectively. Of those 
concerned in admitted appeals only, the proportions were 44-7, 26-7 and 
27-2 per cent. In the case of admitted apiHjals, the results nere more 
favourable to appellants than in the previous year. 

113. In the courts of magistrates. 107 appeals were [)ending at the «••••«•• 
opening of the year. During the year, 3,440 appeals were preferred, 3,352 *•“•**■• 
were decided and 204 remained pending at its close. The number preferred 

was 16 more than in 1918. The number of persons whose .appeals were 
decided by courts of magistrates was 5,718. Of these, the appeals of 1,492 
were summarily dismis-sed, and the .sentences on 2,210, whose ai)[>enl8 were 
admitted, were con6rmed, making a total of 3,702 wholly unsuccessful 
apf>ellants, or 64-7 per cent. Of the reninindet, 637 appellants, or 111 per 
cent , obtained a modification of the .sentences pas.sed on them, and 1,321, 
or 231 per cent., their total annulment. In the cases of 53 appellants, n 
nevp trial or further inquiry was ordered, anrl the cases of five persons were 
referred to the High Court. Corn[)ared with 1918, the results on the whole 
were .slightly le.ss favourable to appellants. 


SCPKIUNTK.VD.v.SCK, liKFKUKNCK AND UKVlSIo.N, 

I. — High Court. 

114. Seven references under section 307 of the Code of Criminal Pro 

cedure from the verdicts of juries were pending in the High Court at the ••otion 

opening of the year, and 73 were made during the year. Seventy-five of 

tnese references were decided during the year and five remained undecided 

at its close. Of the 75 cases dtsposeS of, tlie verdict of the jury w.as accepted 

in 25. set aside in 43, and modified in six cases. One case was remanded for 

re-trial. 

115. Three references under section 374 of the Code of Criminal Pro- 
cedure for confirmation of, death sentences were made to the High Court 
during 1919, and one was pending at the opening of the year. Four ca^ cpimin«i 
in which 4 persons were concerned were decided during the year. 'I’lu; ei-RORdarR. 
death sentenc* was confirmed in the cases of two persons, aiul commuted to 
transportation for life in the case of another. The remaining jierson was 
acquitted. 

116. The case of one person, who though not insane, could not be made 

to understand the proceedings, was referred for the orders oft the High ('ourt. y*,*** ^*^ ”*" 
The High Court acquitted the accused of the offence with which he was oriminKi 
charged under section 302, Indian Penal Code, but directed his detention in '••••orciui'r. 
a Itmatic asylum as a criminal lunatic un<ler the provisions of section 471 of 
the Code of Criminal Procedure, as amended by Act X of 1914. 

117. During the year, 163 cases were reported for the orders of the High HRvision. 
Court by Sessions Judges and District Magistrates under section ,438 of the 

Code of Criminal Procedure, and 13 were pending at the opening of the 
year. Of these 156 were decided and 20 remained pending. The 
number reported was 12 more than in 1918- In 79 cases the orders sent up 

9 
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for revision were set aside, or the proceedings quashed, and in 18 a new trial 
was ordered. In 18 cases the sent^oes were reduced or aliped, and in the 
remaining 46 cases, the High Court declined to interfere. 

Under section 485 of the Code of Criminal Procedure, orders were passed 
in 1,052 cases', an increaw of 13 on the figures of the previous year. Of these, 
1,046 came before the High Court on application and six were taken up by the 
court on review of sessions statemieDts or otherwise of its own motion. 

Of the applications for the issue of rules, 618 were rejected. Of 428 
rules issued, 151 were finally discharged; 126 were made aroolute in their 
entirety; the orders comfiiained of were mollified in 82 cases and quashed 
in 23. In the remaining 46 cases, a new trial was ordered. In five out of 
the six cases taken up by the High Court suo motu the orders pass- 
ed by the lower court were not disturbed; and in the remaining case the sen- 
tence was reversed. 


118. Fifty-four applications under sectifm 526 of the C/ode of Criminal 
roc tconofoc. Procedure for the transfer of cases (52 original cases and 2 appeals) from 
one court or di.strict to another were receiveir Of these. 52 were disposed of 
and 2 remained fiending at the close of the year. Thirty were summarily 
rejected, and in three case-i transfers were granted without the iteue of a rule. 
In 10 cttse.s rules were is.sued with tlie result that transfers were granted in 
12 and refused in 7, cases. 




rnmgimtr 

Courts* 


II. ( 'ovrts Svbordinntf' to the Iliqh Court, 

lib. Including the leases of accused persons who themselves aofilied 
for revision of the orders f)a.ssed on them in the eonrts of magistrates, and of 
those against whom such ap|)lieations were made by complainants, the 
ca-ses of 7,307 persons were decided on revision by courts of session during 
the year. The number was 431 less than in 1018. The applications of 2.061 

f iersons wore rejected, while the orders of the lower courts were confirmed in 
u‘ cases of 2, 107 peiNons. The orders passed were reversed in eases <if 70 
persons and nuxlified in those of four. The cases of 218 persons were re- 
f(*rred to the High Court, and in the eases of 2,487 persons new trials or fur- 
ther inquiries were ordered. 

120. The l ases of 3,3r>6 accused persons who applied for revision, or 
against whom applications were made by complainants, came before District 
Magistrates for revision- The numlwr was .'>52 more than in 1918. Of the 
total the ajqdieations of 1.18.5 pers<;>ns were rejected, and in the ea.ses of 
927 the original sentence or order was upheld. The sentences or orders 
were modified in the ea.ses of 50 persons, and reversed in those of 226 oersons; 
the prweedings were quashed in the eases of 53 persons, and new trials or 
further inquiries w'ere ilirected in those of 850 persons- The cases of 75 per- 
sons were referred to the High Court. 


Trials sf 
Stt*>opofkn 
SHtloli 
•oblooto* 


lloottito of 

OOVlOtOflOl 
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III. — General. 

121 . The (‘a.ses of 49 Euroj^ean British subjects were decided during the 
year, as against 24 in the previous year. Of these, 46 were dealt witb by 
magistrates and 3 by the High Court. Of the accused persons, none claimed 
to tried hv aunixed jury. In the case dispased of, 27 persons were con- 
victed and 22 were acquitted, in 18 ca-ses the convictions were for offences 
under special and local laws; in two cases for offences against property; in 
.six eases for offences affecting the human body and in another for offence 
un<i(*r tbt* Indian Dofonce Force* Act and the Rogistration Ordinanco and 
Rules. 1917. The numlier of Eurojiean British subjects tried was largest in 
the 24-Pargana8 (27) . 

122. Compared with the figures of 1918 there was a considerable in- 
crease in the number of criminal cases disposed of by magistrates in the 
Presidency town ; but there was a slight decrease in the number of such cases 
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disposed of by mi^ietratee in the mufassal. There was also a decrease in the 
ai^iellate work disposed of by magistrates, but a slight increase is iioticeable 
in the rerisional work disposed of by them. In the courts of session tliere 
■v?as a slight decrease in the outturn of original work but an increase in that 
of appellate and revisional work. In the High Court, there was an increa.se 
in original and revisional work, but a decrease in appellate wo^k^ 

Four persons (three in the Presidency^Town and one in Mymphsingh) were 
under trial for offences against the State. Of these, one was acquitted, one 
convicted and two remained under trial at the dose of the year. 

During the year under review, ill^al sentences of whipping were pass- 
ed in eight cases, as against five in 1918. 

123. After debiting, as usual, to the administration of criminal jifstico, "^*!J,** 
a portion of the salaries of judicial officers calculated according to. the time '* 
which their returns show tliem to have devoted to it, the total charges for 
the year amounted to Ks. 26,.')0,131, of this amount Us. 13*93,073 were for 
the salaries of judicial officers ;R8. 1,39,869 for fixed and temporary copying 
establishments; Rs. 1,01,475 for process servers ; Rs. 4,50,731 tor other estab- 
lishments; and Rs. 5,64,983 for contingencies and refunds. 

The reempts amounted to Rs. 17,64,888. Of tliis amount, Rs. 9,15,972 
were under fines; Rs.l 62,399 under procoss-fees; Rs. 1,61,551 under co]>ying 
and comparing fees; Rs. 3,90,688 under court-fee stamp receipts other than 
the above; and Rs. I 34,278 were miscellaneous receij)t8. Compared with 
the figures of 1918, the re<-eipts sliow' an increase of over Rs. 75,000 and the 
charges an increase of ovffr Rs. 47,000. 


CRIMINAL JUSTICK IN THK SCIU'.nrLKl) DlSTRUT 


OK TUB (.TllTTA(ioN(; Illl.l. TRACTS 


124. The numl)er of cases brouglit to trial during 1919 in the scheduletl ohitt«S(»ni 
district of Chittagong Hill Tracts was 176. The total number of cases dis- ■*^'‘*®** 
posed of was 120- The number of witne.sses examined was 507. The total 
number of persons under trial, including those awaiting trial from the pre- 
vious year, was 248; of these 147 were ac(|intte<I (u- dischai'gcd and 89 con- 
victed. Of the cases brought to trial, 29 were for theft, 13 for criminal tresftass 
and 20 for offences under special and local laws. The total number of 
appellants and applicants for revision was 40, of whom 13 were wholly or 
partly successful. 


Jails. 


[Th ; l{<tpurt (»n ti(6 (*{ tiio Juil i trlitic ni in th** Pr<*Hii)oiicy of lion/ii) fur Lln^ s * ai r.Mo. 

StulistioM of BriliHli Purl VI — AiiiiiiriiMtr:itivr uml .lii'iii iiil ] 


125. The appointment of the Committee to investigate the system of 4 «iipopuiiiti( 
prison administration in India naturally overshadowed the working of the 

jails in Bengal during the year, and the considered opinion of the C’ommittee 
on various pending questions is awaited w ith interest. Any large reff)rms 
that may be advocated will, to some extent at least, l)e dependent on tljc 
suitability of the existing jail buildings for their introduction, and the chief 
defect in Bengal, viz., the overcrowded condition of most of the jails through- 
out the year, will still continue until more funds can bt> devoted to 
the enlargement of existing structures. Admissions in the psst year were 
4,905 more than in the preceding year, but the situation was relieved by the 
release of 2,338 prisoners on the occasion of the Peace (celebration, anil thic 
grant of partial remissions of sentence to 8,000 others; this resulted in the 
average daily population being reduced to 15,887 or 874 less than in the 
preceding year. 

126. The number of jail offences further decreased, as compared with the oirpno. 
previous year, the ratio of total punishments to daily population being 135, 

as against 142 in 1918. The penalty of whif»ping was inflicted in 40 cases, 
as cemapared with 42 in the previous year. 
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127. The year was not a healthy one; though the number of admissionB to 
iiospitais decreased, and the daily average number of sick was 878 against 
963 in the previous year, the death-rate rose from 21*3 to 22*9, the tot^ 
number of deaths being 365 against 358 or higher than in any of Uie previous v 
four years. The rise, however, corresponds to a similar rise in the case of 
the general population, and was largely due to the prevalence of injRuen/.a 
and cholera. Apart from epidemics, s^rcity and hardships resulting from 
the cyclone in Eastern Bengal lowered the stamina of new admiMions; 
Influenza apj>eared again in an epidemic form, and altc^ether 2,022 cases 
occurred, of whitdi 67 proved fatal. The Presidency, Berhampore, Camilla, 
Harisal and Dacca Jails had most cases, although otherwise the Berhampore 
and Comilla Jails showed excellent records. The most unhealthy jails were 
Burdwan, Khulna, Mymensingh and Malda, and the healthiest Berhampore 
and Comilla. 

128. The popularity of the wheat scale dietary continued. The use of 
wheat at one daily meal in lieu of rice has extended, and considerably more 
than half the prisoners have now voluntarily adopted this diet. Statistics 
show that the incidence of bowel complaints is apparently less among them 
than among those on the ordinary rice diet. The average cost per prisoner 
on rice diet was Its. 4-8 -7, and on wheat scale diet was Rs. 5'2-l6. 

129. 'J’he Juvenile Jail at Alipore continued to do good work. The star 
class system instituted during the last few years ha.s worked fairly well. The 
sc1hk>I which was started experimentally for the benefit of the inmates of 
the jail having proved a success, has l)ecn made permanent, and liopeful 
results in physical and moral training were obtained ; jail offences are steadily 
decreasing. The “ Prisoners’ Aid Society ” and the “ After-care Asso- 
ciation. ’’ whose object ii^ to provide work for juvenile prisoners on release, 
are nuidering useful a.ssistame. but there is still much scope for better orga- 
nisation and more practical .symj>athy from the public. I'he value of the 
quinine sold by the jail during the year amounted to over Rs. 5 lakhs, the 
profit on whicli exceeded lis. 2 lakhs. 

130. The outturn of jail manufactures extreeded that of the previous 
year, and the net cash earnings r<»se from Bs. 84,589 in the {)reviou8 year to 
Us. 5,31,142 in the year under rc^port. 'fhere was a decrease in the outturn 
and profit of the Presidency Jail owing to the decrease in orders from Gov- 
ernment departments. The Midnapore Ontrnl .fail wfus hamj)ered in 
manufacturing uniforms for the Police Department by delay in receiving 
materials from the Munitions Board, 'riie manufacture of woollen blankets 
in the RaJ.sliahi Jail was limited so as not to interfere with the Dacca blanket 
factory which had ceased to sup|)ly blankets to the Military Department. 

131. The conduct of the warder staff continued to be satisfactory. 
There was a slight increase in the nural)er of departmental punishment^. 
Fifty-eight waniers resigned against 82 in the previous year. Tne decrease is 
.satisfactory, and is prolmbly due to the sanction given by the Secretary of 
State to pensions for the warder estjiblishment; but the number of resi^a- 
tions is still high and considerable difficulty is met in recruiting. The 
improvement in recent years in tlie conditions of .service of tlie warders 
af|)pear8 to have been overtaken by the rise in the cost of living. A scheme 
for improving tlie conditions of the jailor service has been sanctioned since 
the close of the year. 


Civil Justice. 


fUr|>ort on tho Ad min ist ratio*! of Civil Jiiatice in (he Pr*»itloric)* of Bsn^l dtiriuK the ye^r lOjO. 
8tfltit*ti<*in of British India, Part Vl —Administrative and Judicial.] 

132. The permanent civil judicial staff employed in the Presidency dur- 
ing 1910 consisted of 14 High Court Judges. 21 iDiatrict Judges, 10 Addi- 
tional District Judges, a Chief Judge and five Judges of the Presidency 







CIVIL JUSTICE. 


^9 Ohsii. III. 
raOTSOTION. 

Small Cause Court, three Provincial Small Cause Court Judges who exer- 
cised also the powers of a Subordinate Judge, 43 Suliordinate Judges and 
^5 Mi^ifs. In addition, four executive officers exercised the powers of a 
Subordinate Judge or Small Cause Court Judge, and two the powers of a 
Munsil. 

The following changes in the {lersonnel of the High (’ourt took place 
during the year: — 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice G. C. Uankin continued to act Jis an Addi- 
tional Judge till the 27th October, w'hen he was placed on deputation in 
connection with the Disorders Enquiry Committee. Mr. E. B. H. Panton 
continued to officiate as a Judge till the 26th February, and Mr, A. H. Cuming 
officiated as a Judge from the 27th I’ebruary till the 25th March, ricf 
the Hon’ble Sir Asutosh Mookerjee. Kt. , on deputation with the University 
Commission. Mr. E. B. H. Panton and Mr. A. H. Cuming again officiated 
as Judges, the former from the 27th February till the 28th August. vicA (he 
Hon’ble Mr. Justice Teunon on combined leave and the latter from the 7tli 
April till tfae 28th August, rice the lion’ble Mr. dust ice Richardson on 
furlough. Mr. H. P. Duval officiated as a Judge from the 18th April till 
the 28th August. rice,the Hon’ble Mr. Justice Beachcroft on furlough. 

The Hon’ble Sir C. W. Chitty. Kt,. resigned his office from the 24th April. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Justice C. C. (Jhose officiated as a Judge from the 15th to 
25th .luly when he was confirmed in the vacancy, vice Sir 0. W. Chitty. 

Mr. E. B. H. Panton again officiated ns a Judge from the 10th Novemlier 
till the end of the year, rice the Hon’ble Mr. Ju.sticc Rankin on deputation. 

Mr. P. T... Buckland officiated as a Judge from the 10th Novemla'r till the 
end of the year, rice the Hon'ble Sir J. G. Woodroffe, Kt.. on furlough. 

Tn adilition to the permanent staff, the following temporary appoint- 
ments in the sulxirdinate courts were sanctioned <luring the year: 

Temporary additional District Judges were employed one each at 
Howrah and Midnapur throughout the year, exclusive of the civil court 
vacation; one each at Bakarganj, Dacca and Pabna-Bogra till the 22nd 
September; one at Burdwan till the 31st January; one at Noakhali from the 
30th June till the end of the year, exclusive of the civil court vacation; and 
one at Raj.shahi from the 30tb July till the 24t!i Se[»tember and again from 
the 8th December till the end of the year. 

The appointment of the Additional Judge in the T’resiflency Small t'ourt 
was continued. 

Temporary additional Subordinate Jiulges were employed one at 
Bakarganj till the end of the year; one at Howrah throughout the year, 
exclusive of the. civil court vacation; one at Rajshahi till the 5th May; one 
at Din^pur till the Ist Afiril; one at Hooghly till the 23rd March; one at 
Pabna-Bogra till the 15th March; one at Chittagong from the 25th March 
to the 22nd September; and one at Rangpur from the 15th August till the end 
of the year, exclusive of the civil court vacation. 

Temporary Additional Munsifs were employed — one each at Chittagong, 

Dacca, Dinajpur (Balurghat), Khulna and Pabna-Bogra •(Serajganj ) and 
two at Mymensingh (Iswarganj and Jaraalpur) throughout the year, exclu- 
sive of the civil court vacation; two at Rajshahi (Boalia and Naogaon) 
from the Ist March and the 2nd December, respectively, till the end of the 
year; one at Hoc^hly (Amta) from the 2nd June till the end of the year, 
exclusive of the civil court vacation; two at Noakhali (Sudharam and Lakhmi- 
pur) for three months each from the 2nd and 26th July, respectively. 

Two Additional Munsifs were also employed — one at Sadar and the other at 
Iswarj^nj, in the district of M^ensingh, till the 22nd September. An 
Additmnal Munsif was also employed at Mymensingh (Sadar) from the Ist 
December till the end of the year. 
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ORIGINAL JDRISDICTION. 
I. — High, Court. 


Mit*. 133 . The number of civil suits ])ending on the Original Side of the High 
Court at the end of 1018 was 2,623, including 54 suits received by transfer 
from other Courts; and the number instituted during 1919 was 2,776, includ- 
ing 49 suits received by transfer from other Courts and two remanded for 
re trial during the jrear, making a total of 5.399 for disposal in 1919. Of the 
suits instituted during 1919, 2,061 were for money or moveable property, 86 
were mortgage suits, and 104 were for immoveable property. The value 
of suits for siiecific money claims was Hs. 3,13,30,077. as compared with 
If«. 1,61.07,627 in the ppevious ye^r. The nural)ep of suits decided in 1919 
was 1,482. The miiul)er undispf>sed of at the end of the year was 3,917, 
I h(‘ numl)er pending at the close of the year exceeded the nurnlier pending at 
the olo.se of the previou.s year by 1.294. There were 1,669 suits pending over 
one year, showing an increjise of 475 on the figures of the previou.s year. 

Of the suits deciiied — 

508 were dismissed for default or w'ant of prosecuition, 

33 were withdrawn with leave, 

86 were determined by I’omproinise, 

99 were <leereed on confession, 

336 were <lecreed e.r pnrte, 

23 were dispo-stvl of by reference to arbitration, 

296 were deerwd after contest, and 
101 were dismissed after contest. 


PtSM o«M*a. 134. I'he cjnses against .seven shi[)s (in respect of six of which orders had 

[ireviously laxm made for delivery to the J.ords of the Admiralty uj)on their 
rts|uisiti()n) and one claim against the cargo of another referred to in the 
Keports of the previous tliree years were still pending at the close of the 
year. 

o««Mi »!!«••• 135. At the commencement of the year, six suits were pending in the 

t»i« llijfb (!ourt in its extraordinary original civil jurisdiction, and two suits were 

transferred to it during the vear. Of these, two were disposed of during the 
year, and six remained pending at its close. 

* 136. During the year 561 petitions for probate and letters of adminis- 

tration and 12,699 interlocutory a]>plications (including applications for the 
titr**!*!***' appointment of guardians under the (luardians & Wards Act, 1890, for the 
appointment of guardians nd litem, for the appointment of receivers, for 
injunctions, for discovery of documents, for execution , for summonses to 
witnesses, for spet'ial leave to file written statements after time) were disposed 
of. Of the interlocutory applications, 6,643 were dispo-sed of by the Court, 
or by a Judge in Chambers, and the remainder (6,056) by the Registrar and 
the Master. 


m r irino i i to 137. The numlier of references to take accounts, to make inquiries as to 
toko oeeounts, estates to Iw administered or partitioned, as to debts and incumbrances, as to 
allowances to lie .made for maintenance, on questions of title, on questions 
afft'cting minors in profKised terms of settlement, to settle conveyances and 
in like matters pending at the commencement of the year was 124. Fresh 
references were directed by the court in 315 cases. Of the total, 305 were 
disposed of Iw the Registrar, the Official Referee arid Master and their 
assistants. 


OMivayanoM 138. Buying the year the Registrar settled six conveyances and inquired 
•»« aiiMti**. sufficiency of fitureties in one hundred and four cases. The Re^strar 

further inquir^ into the sufficiency of sureties in 263 matters, in which ad- 
ministration brads were executed. 
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189. The number of appeals pending from the previous year was 68 and 
119 new appeals were preferred to the Appellate Side of the Court. Of 
these, 12 were dismissed for default or otherwise not prosetjuied, and 89 
were decided. Of the latter, the decrees of the courts of first instaiu e were 
affirmed in 68, modified in 9 and reversed in 20 cases; two cases were remand- 
ed for re-tnal, Eighty-six appeals remained undecided at the close of the 
year, of which one had heen pending for more than two years. 

140. No reference was pending from the previous year. One refereiuic 
was made and disposed of during the year. 

141. Thirty-four cases, transferred under section 39 of the Prt^sidency 
Small Cause Courts Act, 1882. were pending at the conunenceinent of the 
year, and forty-one cases w’ere transferred on applications made un<lcr tlutt 
section during the year. Of the 75 cases for disposal, three were dismissed for 
default, one was compromised, four were decreed aher contest and two were 
dismissed after cont^t. The remaining 65 cases were pending at the close 
of the year. 

Fourteen cases transferred under section 24 of the Code of Civil Pro- 
cedure wer.e pending at the commencement of the year, and six cases were 
transferred under that section during the year. Of the 20 cases for dis- 
posal, one was disposed of and nineteen remained pending at the close of. 
the year. 

Three applications, under section 115 of the Code of Civil Procedure, 
for the calling up of records from the Calcutta C-ourt of Smell Causes, were 
pending at tlie commencement of the year and eight such aj)i>licati<)ns were 
made during the year, making a total of 11 ca.scs for disposal. Of tlie.se 
three applications were refused, in three cases the rules issued were dis 
charged, in three ca.scs the rules i.ssued w'ere made ab.solute, and two cases 
remained pending at the close of the year. 

142. An application was made by the Keeper of the “ Amrita llazar 
Patrika Press ” and Secretary of the “ Amrita liazar Patrika, Ltd..” 
against an order for forfeiture passed by the Oovernment of Pcngal in respect 
an.'l in consequence of certain artbdes pulilisbed in the ‘‘ Amrita Hazar 
Patrika ” newspaper. The apfdieation w'jis heard by a Sjwi’ial Heii(;li com 
po.sed of three Judges and was di.sinis.scd with costs. 

143. The nniiiher of cases, under the old and new Acts, pending in the 
Insolvency Court at the commeucement of the year was 163 and 687, respee 
tively, and the number instituted during the year was 139. Of the 989 (ai.sc's 
for disposal, 56 were disposed of, the adjudication being set a.side or super 
seded or the petition being witlnlrawn or dismis-sed in 14 eases, and the 
insolvents obtaining relief in 42. One thou.sand eight hundred and four 
applications of a miscellaneous character were also disjKised of during the 
year. 

144. For the hearing of ririginal suits and applications, one .Judge sat 
alone for 47 days, two Judges sat separately and simultaneously for 94 days, 
and three .ludges sat stqiaratelv and simultaneously for 64 days. 
The Tnsolvencv (Vmrt engaged the time of one Judge for 25 (lays. 
Appeals from the Original Side and References from the (^alcutta (hmrt of 
Small Causes occupied a Bench of two Judges for 118 days, and a Inuich of 
three Judges for 37 days; and the hearing of the application under the 
Indian Press Act occupied a bench of three Judges for five days. 

145. Seven apjieals from the Original Side were pending from the pre- 
vious year, and two were admitted during the year. None of these was 
disposed of during the year. 

146. The receipts and expenditure of the High C/Ourt on the Original 
Side during 1919 were Rs. 21,91,537-2-4 and Rs. 5,78,008,-0-5, respectively. 

147. The number of bills between party and party taxed during the year 
was 918, and of bills betwem attorney and client was 388. 

The Court-fees for taxation during the vear amounted to Rs. 16,843-8-0. 
This som is also included in tihe iton * ‘ other fees realised by means of stamps. ’ ' 
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148. The following figures exhibit the financial results for the last three 
years, including, under the head of expenditure, the salaries^of the Judges: — 
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140. Tl>e nuinl)er of suit^t instituted in 1010 was 722,034, an increase of 
12,124 on the figures of the previous year. The increase occurred in title 
and money suits to the extent of 20, -7 and 107 per cent., respwtively. The 
tiutnber ot title suita instituted was 73,841, against 61,147 in 1918. The 
total value of suits instituted in 1910 amounted to Ks. 11,60.01,677, showing 
an increase of Its. 2,54,00,356 on the total for 1918. The increase is due to 
the rise in the aggregate value of money and title suits. 

150. I'hert* was an increase in the numl)er of suits institued in 1919 in 
all districts, except Tippera, Dacca, Noaklmli. Mymensingh, Murshidabad,- 
Hooghly, Chittagong, Pabna IJogra and Birbhurn. The increase was 
marked in Je.s.s<)re. Kljulna, liangpur and Bankura and occurred chiefly in 
rent suits. The largest uuml)er of siiits was instituted it» the district of 
Mymensingh (70,898), where the number of rent, money ami title suits 
( 34,620, 28,580 and 7,698, respectively) was the heaviest in the province 
In no other district did the institutions e.vceed 50,000. 

In the 24 Parganas, Hakarganj, Dacca, Tijipcra, Faridpur and Midna- 
nur institutions wen^ lM9,wwn 40,000 and 50.000. In respect of rent suits, 
Mymensigh held the first place with 34,620 institutions and Bakarganj the 
seeond place with 32,535 institutions. In the di.striets of Rangfuir, Jes- 
Bore, Noaklmli and Chittagong the institutions were Indween 30.000 and 
40,000, in Dinajpur, Na<lia, Hooghly, Murshidabad. Pabna-Bogra, Raj- 
shahi, Burdwan and Khulna lictween 20,000 and 30. (KM), and in Birhhum 
lietween 16,000 and 20. (MK). Bankura with 14,985 shows the lowest figures. 

151. The majority of suits instituted was. as u.sual. for small sums, as 
the following figures show: — 
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In suits for money or moveables 45-5 per cent, and in rent suits 72 9 j>er 
cent, were for sums of less than Rs. 50. In suits under the rent law 97-4 p?r 
cent, were for realization of arrears of rent. Of the suits classified as title 
suits, 46-6 per cent, were mortgage suits, 38-7 }>er cent, were for iininove- 
able property, and 41 jier cent, were for sjiecific relief. The title 
suits represent in value more than half the total litigation of the provim e. 

Of the fifty suits instituted during the year, which were valued at over a 
lakh, forty-eight were title suits and two were money suits. 

152. In addition to the 722.034 suits institued during the year there 
were 192,242 suits pending trial from the previous year, and 11,402 suits 
W'Cre revived or received on remand or review, making a total of 925,678 suits 
for disposal. The number of suits disposed of was 723.931, a decrease of 
6,065 on the figures of 1918. Of the total numlier, 694,633 were dispo.sed 
of bv Munsifs, 15,187 by Sulxmlinate dudges. 13,628 by Small ('au.se (’ourt 
.lud^s and 483 by District and Additional Judges. The figures show a 
decrease in all grades of courts, except in the courts of Distiict and Addi- 
tional Judges. 

153. In the suits disfiosed of during the year plaintiffs were unsuccess- of 

ful in 129,08.9 cases, or 17 8 per cent., of which 103,270 were dismi.sscd for 
default; a compromise w'a.s effected in 77,524 cases, or 10 7 iier cent., and 
jilaintiffs were .successful in 517,318 cast's, or 71-5 per cent. The re.sults arc 

less favourable to plaintiffs than in the preceding year. Of the 90,940 suits 
decided on contest, 77,463, or 85 2 jier cent,, resulted in favour of plaintiffs, 
and 13,477, or 14 8 per cent., in favour of defendants. 

154. The fierceutage of applications for retrial to the number of cases Appnoation* 
which w’ere dismissed for default, or in which deciws were nnnlc r,/ porfr. 

was 4-6, the numliers being 513,612 and 23,656, respectively. 1'he appli 
cations were successful in 9,f)96 ca.scs. or 42 2 per cent. 

155. The numlitir of suits dispo.sed of by .Munsifs fell from 65(8,773 to •uit« dpoidpd 
694,633, a decrease of 4,140. The average numl>er of suits dispo.st^d of by 

each Munsif was 2,800 against 2.8-10 in 1918. Di.sposals under the Small 
Cau.se Court procedure formed 27-2 per cent, of the total. 'I’he munlier of 
conte.sted suits dispo.sed of by Mun.sifs w'as 85,5)35, or 12-4 per cent, of the 
total. The average numlx'r of contested suits ilecidcd by each Mun.sif was 
347 against 372 in 1918. The percentage of contesteil suits dispo.sed of by 
Munsifis under the ordinary jirocedure was 131 and under the Small Cause 
(\)urt procedure 10;3. The figures are; - 
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The number of cases decided by Munsifs under thi^ onlinary procedure 
shows an increase of 3,040 as compared v^ith 1918. 

156. The number of original suits disposed of by Sulxirdinate Judges was suits sispossd 
15,187, a decrease of 1,235 on the figures of the previous year. The di'crcase Sussi*- 
was in cases decided both umler the ordinary' procedure and Slnall Cause Omrt riTiTb* Vmsu" 
procedure and was spread over both contested and uncontesteil suits. 'Phe o«up«oaui't 
number of suits decided under the onlinarv procedure was 5,134 and under the •*“«•••• 

Small Cause Court procedure 10,053; of these, 31-1 per cent, and 15-2 per 
cent., respectively, were contested. The percentage of suits decided after 
contest under the ordinarj* procedure shows a decrease, and that of suits 
decided after contest under the Small Cause Court procedure a slight irnTease 
as compared with the previous year. The provincial Small Cause Courts 
disposed of 13,628 original suits, of which 1,720 were contested. The latter 
shows a decrease of 2^ as compared with the previous year. 
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157. The average duration of suits (contested and uncontested) decided 
by the several grades of courts is given in the following statement: — 
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The results .show a geiu^ral iiiereast^ in the average duration of suits, 
except in reK[)eet of uncontesf e<l suits under the Small Tause C’ourt procedure. 

loR. 'Fhe nuud)er of .suits pending at the close of the year'wnis 202,210 
again.st 102,242 in fhe previous year. 'I'he increasei is eiuefly due to larger 
institutions during the year. Of the pending ca.ses, (i,026 had lieen [)ending 
for more than a year, 70, OHO for more than six months and 49,927 for more 
than three months. The figures .show a considerable increase in the a»’eears. 
Of (he suits pending over one year. 0,419 were in the courts of Munsifs and 
2.<107 in the courts of Di.slrict and Subordinate dudges; the figures .show an 
increasi' of 7H,'i and 052. respectively, as compared with 1918. The numlx^r 
of suits pending over a year was large.st in Dacca (1,010), followed by 
Karidpur (552). Hakarganj (524), >i<takhali (IJKt) and llooghly (470). 
.\s compared with the figures of the previous year, the number of year-old 
suits shows an ini'rea.se in Dacca, HaKarganj, Noakhali and llooghly and a 
decrea.se in Faridpur. In Dacca the congestion was chiefly in the courts of 
SiilMirdinate .fudges. In the other three districts it occurred principally in 
fhe .Munsifs courts. As u.sual, the delays were generally due to adjourn- 
ments granted at the request of the ));irties. Additional as,sistance w.as 
given wheri^ nece.ssary. 

155b 'fhere were 121,118 ajifilicjitions for execution of decrees pending 
from the previous year, and 530,991 apjilications were made during the year. 
Ifeali/.ation was complete in 157.693 ca.ses and partial in 94,6.56. In 2.59,7.59 
cases proceedings were returned as infructuous and 128,708 cases remained 
pending at the close of the year. As in the previous year, the number of 
cases in which execution proi-eedings were unsuccessful wa.s most marked 
in Dacca. Faridpur and 'Fippera, the percentages of totally infructuou.s 
protvedings in tlu^ districts Ix'ing 76 '7. 64 and .58 -9. resjiectively. The 
total amount realized in courts other than Small Cause Courts was 
Rs. 2,15.78.817. 

Debtor.s were imprisoned in 114 eases: moveable proj)erty was sold in 
10,439 and immoveable property in 70,716 cases. 

160, The numlM'r of mi.scellaiUHms ca.ses of a judicial nature instituted 
rose from 86,983 to 94,202. The number disjKised of and pending also rose 
from 87.393 and 20,838 to 91,318 and 24,723, respectively- Of the cases dis- 
po.sed of. 45,986 wert'. withdrawn, compromised or ix)nfes.sed; 28,875 were de- 
cided (\T parte, and 16,457 were ivntested. Of the total number of applica- 
tions disposed of after txmtest, 49-1 per cent- were granted. Of the pending 
cases, 267 had been pending over a year, Hooghly being responsible for the 
largest number (63). 

The number of miscellaneous cases of a non-judicial nature instituted 
was 7,019, showing an increase of 273. Of these, more than half were 
applications for the depovsit of rent. Disposals numbered 7.330 and the 
pending file fell from 1,129 to 813. The number of applications for the 
deposit of rent wras highest in the 24-Parganas (547), followed by Miduapur 
<45l), Hooghly (375), Rajshahi (345), and Bakarganj (299). 
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III. — Calcutta Small Cause Court. 
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161 . The number of suits instituted and decided in the Presidency Court 
of Small Causes during 1919 and the number pending at its close were 
25.293, 24,773, and 7,577, respwtively. The figures show an increase of 
2,967, 3,164, and 1,721, respectively, as compared with the previous year. 

Forty-two applications were filed under section 626 of the Calcutta Muni 
cipaf Act (Bengal Act III of 1899). The incivase in in.stitutions was spread 
over all classes of suits except those valued at sums not exceeding Rs. 19. 

The total value of the litigation was Rs. 78,20.112. as against Rs, 57,16,693 
in the preceding year. 

The avera^ duration of contested and uncontested suits was 146 :5 and 
77-7 days, against 113:2 and 53-7, respectively, in 1918. 

162. Of the suits disposed of, 1.250 were dismissed for ilefault or want 

of prosecution, or were withdrawn w'ith leave, 

19,008 were deedded without contest in the man- 
ner shown in the margin, 4,507 were decided after 
contest or upon reference to arbitration, and in 

g cases the plaint was either rejected or returned- 

Of the 7,577 suits pending at the close of the year, 3,961 were over thn'o 
months old, against 2,977 in 1918- 

163. Of 18,744 applications for the execution of decrees dealt with ■■•outioi* or 
during the year, including 8,512 pending from the prevdous year, 10,991 were '*••'••••• 
determined and 7,753 remained pending at the (dose of the y(‘ar. Of the 

latter, 394 w’ere more than thn^^ months old. Of the ajiplicalions dispos(*d 
of, 4.855 resulted in whole or jiartial .satisfaction of the d(‘cret‘s granted. 

3,402 were returned as w’holly infructuous, and 2,734 were transferred to 
other courts. 

The total amount realized was Rs. 15.86.205 as i-ompaicfl with 
Rs. 11,93,4.50 in the previous year. 

In order to enforce the execution of decrees, imprisonment was 
resorted to in 79 and sale of moveables in 340, cases. These figures exceed 
those of 1918 by 23 and 155, respectively. 

U’RISOI TIoV. 

7 , — High Court. 

164. One hundred and nineteen appeals from deidsions on the Original Appaais uniiar 
Side were filed during the year and 68 were pending at its commencement, ••otioi* « of 
Of the total, 101 were decided and 86 remained pending at the clo.so of the 

year. The number of appeals disposed of was 23 more than in 1918. On 
the Appellate Side 202 such appeals w'ere filed during the vear, and 19 were 
pending at its commencement. Of these, 136 were decided and 85 remained 
Trending at the close of the year. 

77 . — Appeals from the Subordinate Civil Courts. 

165. The statement in the margin shows the numlier of first and second frpm 
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appeals from the decrees and 
orders of the provincial courts 
of original and afipellate jurisdic- 
tion, re.spectively, which came 
liefore the High if'ourt and were 
decided during the year. The 
figures include appeals from the 
courts of A8.sam. The number 
of first and .second appeals from 
decrees shows a decrease of 26 
each and that from orders an 
increa.se of 17 and 37. respec- 
tively, compared with the figures 
of the preceding year. 
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!<Hi, The numlier of first ap}>eals from decrees and orders disposed of 
shows an increase of 28 and 94, respectively, and that of second appeals a 
decrease of 038 and 96, respectively, compared with the figures of tne pre- 
vious year. At the close of the year 741 first appeals were pending, of 
which 576 were from decrees and 165 from orders; and 3,918 second appeals, 
of which 3.814 were from decrees. The total number |:)ending at the close 
of the year was 4,659, against 4,776 at the close of the previous year. 

167. Of the 127 appeals from original decrees decided, 74 were uncon- 
tested, being dismissed on default, witlulrawn or comi)romi8ed. The 
results of the apt^eals decided after contest w’ere that the decrees of the lower 
courts were confirmed in 222, reversed in 59, and varies! in 55 casea, while 
17 cases were remanded. Of the 2,767 appeals from ap[)ellate decrees 
decided, 96 were uncontested and 902 were dealt with under order XLT, 
rule 11, of the (^ode of (Mvil Procedure. One thousand seven hundred and 
sixty-nine appeals were heard ami determined, with the rasult that 1,278 
(lecre<‘s of the lower courts were affirmed. 220 reversed, and 42 varied, while 
229 cases were remanded. Of the 42R appeals from orders decided, 44 
were uncontested, 85 were dealt with under order XLI, rule 11. of the Code 
of Civil Procedure and 299 were decifled after trial, with the result that 176 
orders of the lower <‘ourt.s were affirmed, 60 reversed and 19 varied, and 44 
cases were reinatided. The following table shows the results of appeals 
decide<l hy the High (’ourt as affei'tiiig District Judges and Sulwudinate 
tiudges: 
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Ids, Appeal.'^ lo the Privy C«)um il (includittg appeals from Bihar and 
Orivssa. over which this Court vontiiiued to c.xercise jurisdiction in pnr.suance 
of the Letters I’atent, dated the 9tli Feliruary 1916). - At the opening of 
the year 130 ajipeals to the I’rivy Council were under preparation for des- 
fiatch to England au<l 94 were pending for onlers. Sixty-six new appeals 
were filed during the year. (If the total for disposal. 27 were struck off or 
compromised. 48 were despatched to England and 221 n]>pea1s were pending 
at the close of the year, viz.. 88 of 1914, 63 of 1917, 20 of 1918 and 40 of 1919. 
Of the pending appeals, 151, including 11 from Bihar and Orissa, were 
under preparation for despatch to England at the close of the year. 

169. The re.sults of twelve appeals to the Privy Council were received 
during the year. The decisions of the High Court were affirmed in nine 
instances and reversed in three. 


III. — Appellate Courts subordinate to the High Court. 

170. Twenty two thousand nine hundre<l and forty -eight appeals were 
instituted in 1919. showing an increase of 2.231. as compared with the pre- 
vious year. Of the appeals instituted, 13,881 were in rent suits, 6,878 in 
title suits, and 2,189 in suits for money or moveables. The numbers show 
an inci'east' in ap|H*.als in rent suits but a decrease in appeals in title and 
money suits. The numlx'r of api;>eals valued at sums below Rs. 10 and 
lietvveen Rs. 10 and Rs. 50 was 1.624 and 5.406. respectively. Tlie total 
value of the apjx'als instituted in the snlxudinate courts was Rs. 29,86,824. 
and was le.ss than that of 1918 by Rs. 63.764. The number of cases in which 
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an appeal lay, decided by subordinate courts, was ti2,U80, and the propor 
tion of appeals instituted to appealable decisions, exclmling iippeals from 
decisions of revenue officers, was 28-5 per cent, as against 25 7 in IhlH. I'he 
percentage was highest in Noakhali (72 8), followed by Tippcnj (US 7). 

^irdwan (37-6) and Khulna (33-3) and it was the lowest in Dinajpur 
(14-4), followed by Birbhum (16) and Banktira (19 2). The numl)er of 
appeals instituted was larger than in the previous year in 11, and snialk'r iii 
10 districts. The incn*a.se in institutions was most marked in llajshahi 
1^,340), Noakhali (1,219), Faridpur (239), the 24 Pargjinas (237) and 
Tippera (110). and the decrease in Midnapore (970), Dinajpur (255). 

Murshidabad (230), Bakarganj (203). Pabna-Bogra (159) and Dacca (113). 

In the remaining districts tlie variations were le.ss than KKt. 

171. The numlier of appeals decided was 20.073 and shows an increase appmis dia* 
of 1,961 in the number decided by District and .\<hlilionn] .lodges and ;i p®**^®'* 
decrease of 748 in the numbi'r decided by SulMirdinate .lodges, as conipaicd 

with the previous year. The number of appeals disposetl of after coolest 
(15,682) wjis 137 more than in 1918. 

The increase in disposals was s|)r(‘ad over seven di.stricts and was tlic 
greatest in Noakhali (1,255), followed by Midnap<»re (1,077), h'aridpur (883) 
and Dacca (577). The incre<'i.se in .Noakhali was dot' partly to flu' tern 
porary aj)pointmont of an additional .lodge in that district .-uid p.irtly to 
the disposal of a large number of appeals in batches. In Midnapore it was 
due to the disjawal of a larger numlMM- of setllenoMil appeals ;ind also It) the 
assistance of an additional District Judge for a longer period: while in 
Faridpur and Dacca it was mainly due to the tcini>orary iissistaiu'c giv<-ii 
during the year. On the other hand, there was a noticeable di'cn'ji.st' in 
Nadia (714), which is accounted for by the fact that a large number of 
analogous ajipeals was disposed of in groufis in 15n8 which swelled the 
mimlier of ajipeals decided in the previous year. 

172. The nunilKT of ajipeals pending at the clo.se of the year w’jis 23.751 app®®i® 
and exceeded the numl)er pemling at the end of 1918 by 3,421. 'J'lie nomber 

of over one year old tt^ipeals rose from 2,952 to 4.116, during llic y«Mi' 

Midnapore was accountable for the large.st nniiiher, viz., 2,3B6, wliich 
included settlement appeals pending Iwfore the District .Tndge. 

173. The results on the dex-ision of the lower courts of the appe.als "••mim of 
decideil during the year were .'is follows: - In 10,(114 cas«;.s, or 49-9 pei' cent. •'*®**'*' 
of the whole, the judgment of the lower court wfts afliriued; in 2,747 c;i8e.s, 

or 13-7 per cent., it was modified; ami in 3.297 cases, or KM ]»cr cenl., it 
w^'is reversed. One thousiiml four hundred .‘iml forty thriH*. or 7-2 per cent., 
were remanded, and 2,572, or 12-8 jier cent., were either nut piosecnted or 
di.smissod for ilefault. The re-sults are less favourable tf) the lower courts 
than in the preceding year. 

174. Three thou.s<‘pni four hundred and eight four ini.scvllanemis Mioooiionoouo 
appeals w'erc instituted and 3,270 were disposed of, during the year, leaving ■®®®®'®* 
1.368 appeals {xmding .at the close of the year. The nmnlH'r pending was 

262 more than in the previous year. 

175. There was a large increiise in the numl)er of orignal suits institu- ••npi.pi. 
ted in the subordinate courts, and, although the disposals were greater than the 
institutions, there was a considerable increase in the pending tile. There was 

also a large increase in the nuinlier of ap]»eals instituted, hut the outturn, 
though greater than in the previous year, failtnl to keq> fiace with the institu- 
tions. with the result that the fiending file increase<J. There was also a further 
rise in the number of year-old Suits and appeals pending. On the Appellate 
Side of the High Court the institutions increasecl slightly, and the dis^iosals 
were in excess of the institutions. The result was a further appreciable reduc- 
tion in the pending file. 

• 176. The courts of 13 Subordinate and Small Cause Court Judges and 

68 Munaifs were inspected by District and additicmal District Judges. 
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177. The receipts of the civil courts in Bei^al and of the High Court 

amounted to Rs. 1,66,84,507, showing an increase 
of lis. 17,82,136, and the charges to ]^. 62,78,676. 
showing an increase of Ks. 3,25,181 on those of 
1918. Including the amount realized on account 
of duty* on probates, etc., the profit to Govern- 
ment from civil litigation amounted to Rs. 
1,04,05,831, and, excluding this item, it amounted 
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Details of the receipts and charges are as follows: — 
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There vvjis an increa.se in re<-ei|)t.s under all hend.s except "other iweipts 
cre<lited to Government.” I'nder the head "other fees” the increase 
amounted to mure than Hs. 1(1,12,000. 1'he increase in expenditure was 
under all head.s except “ 8alarie.M of judicial officers,” and was most marked 
umler the head ” contingencies and refunds,” which exceeded Rs. 1,37,000. 


civil. .MTSriCK IS TIIK SCIIKOCI.KI' I'l.sTUICT uK TIIK ClimWCoSO IIII.I. TUA'.'TS. 

HrM*T*lets. 178. The total numlwr of .suits instituted during 1919 in the civil courts 

in the Scheduled district of the (’’hittagong Mill I'rax'ts was 337. Of these 
suits, 334 were for money or moveable }>roj)erty. The total numlier of civil 
suits for disposal was 375. Of these suits, 83 were contested and 110 were 
disposed of withotit trial. The iumil*er pending at the end of the year was 37. 
The number of miscellaneous cases was 1,051 Of these, 878 were decreed 
e.r pnrtf^ and 302 were pending at the close of the year. The total niimher of 
npf)enls from de(Tet>« was 44 ami the numlw disposed of wras 40. Thirty- 
s«‘ven mi.scellanrtnis appeals were preferred, and 4 remained pending at the end 
of the vear. Nine hundred an«l thirty-one applications were made for execu- 
tion of decrees, of which 147 were |>ending at the end of the year. 


Registration. 


[Tririjfiial Urport on tho A'iininistrHtion of the Uegintration IVpftrlinent in for t'le three veor^ 
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179, There were 408 registration offices working at the end of the year, 
as against 407 at the end of 1918. The total numl)er of registrations in 
Books i. Ill and IV and the total income increa.sed from 1,393,575 and 
Rs. 17,75,732, respectively, in 1918 to 1,855,834 and Rs. 23,90,939 in 1919. 
The total expenditure increased from Rs. 11,26.134 in 1918 to Rs. 12,65,933 
in 1919. 

180. As the triennial report on the administration of the Registration 
Department was issued in 1920, it is desirable to compare the figures of the 
three years 1916 — 1919 with those of the preceding triennium. The ordinary 
work "of the department showed neither an increase nor a decrease over the 
whole period; it fell slightly in 1917, very largely in 1918, but rose again con- 
siderably in 1919. The number of offices open at the end of the triennium 
under review was 408 against 403 at its commencement. The total number of 
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registratioiLS under all heads was 4,013,594, showing the remarkably small 
dinerence of a decrease of only 216 on the number in the preceding 
triennium. The receipts of the department during the past three years 
amounted to nearly Rs. 62^ lakhs and the expenditure to Its. 33 lakhs, leav- 
ing a surplus of over Rs. 29 lakhs. As compared with the previous trien- 
nium. the receipts increased by 5-2 per cent., tne exi)enditure by 4 5 per cent, 
and the surplus by 6 ‘2 per cent. Tne marked increase in the year 191 U, both 
in the number of, and receipts from, registrations over similar statistics for 
tlie year 1918 is attributed generally to high prices, and particularly to 
famine ih Hankura, distress in Brahinanbana. the cyclone in East Bengal, 
the operations of the Calcutta Improvement Trust luul speculation in land 
in Calcutta and the 24-Parganas. On the other hand, the combined e»Vect 
of these causes has been so lar little more than to restore the normal condi- 
tions of the department. In 1918, which was an abnormal year, numliers 
and receipts fell to 13-9 and Rs. 17-8 lakhs from 16 6 and Rs. 20-6 lakhs, 
respectively, in 1917. It is remarkalde that the decrease in 1918, as well 
as the increase in 1919, has Ik^ii ascrilied to adverst^ economic factors. This 
is illustrative of the fact that in the Registration Department the reasons for 
changes are often obscure. But it is, in the opinion of (lovernmenl . more 
than probable that the decrease in 1918 w.as also largely due to the iMuinti- 
ful harvest, which improved the material condition of agriculturists during 
that year. 

181. With effect from 1st May 191J>, the system of departinental regis- 
trars. which is in force in the Ma<lras Rresidency, was introduciMl, ;»s an e.vpe- 
rimental mea.sure, in a few districts in Bengal. District oflicers in those dis- 
tricts have been relieved of all their legal and routine duties in conm*etion 
with regi.stration. The new district registrars are directly under the Inspeet 
or-General of Registration. Tliey perform the onlinary duties which they 
have hitherto performed as di.strict sub registrars as well as those presiu ibed 
for the district registrars, and receive a duty allowance of Rs. 166 itrr wen.^eni 
in addition to their [lay as district sub registrars. So far as it lias gone, the 
experiment promi-ses well. It is, however, too .soon to make a rlefinitc^ pro- 
nouncement as to its success or failure; much depends u[K)n the /irrsotinrl of 
the department. The rules regarding the rei'ruitment of sub registrars have 
f>een modified .so as to eliminate direct apfiointments by Government, exiejit 
in sj)ecial ca.ses. 

182. An improvement of the pay of pradictally the wdiole staff of the 
department was effected either during, or at the end of, the period under 
review’. A scheme for the revision of the fiay and strength of the ministerial 
estahlishment of district headipiarters ami rural registration offices was par- 
tially introduced in 1919 by granting clerks and muharrirs an immediate 
increase of 20 per cent, on their jiay. Full effect was given to the scheme 
from 1st March 1920. The 4th grade on Rs. 175 per menHeni in the cadre of 
district ,sub-regi.strars has b(*en eliminated, and the total numlier of appoint- 
ments has lieen ecpially <listributed among the remaining three grades on 
Rs. 200, Rs. 225 and Rs. 250 per menseifi. A re adjustment of the cadre of 
sub-regi.strars w’as sanctioned, with a view to .secure an even flow of |)romo- 
tion throughout the four grades into which the sub- registrars are ilistributc 
at pre.sent. Sanction w'as also accorded to the raising of the jiay oj proba- 
tioners from Rs. 30 to Rs. 40 per mensem. The total annual additional co.st 
of these improvements in the pay of the department is Rs. 2,12,773. 

183. Thirty-five marriages w'ere registered during the calendar year 1 91 9 woncing of tn# 
under the Marriage Act III of 1872 again.st 43 in 1918. Gift of these, 25 were 
registered in Calcutta, 2 each in Nadia, Mymensingh and Chittagong and 1 ' * 

each in Howrah, Burdwan, Dacca and Tippera. Of the 47 Marriage Regis- 
trars under the Act, only 12 regi,stered marriages during the year. 

184. Bengal Act 1 of 1876 (an Act for the Voluntary Regi.stration of woi»wngofM»o 
Muhammadan Marriages and Divorces) was in force in the whole of this Presi- 

dency. The number of offices at the end of the year 1919 was 301 against Rrautuluon 
286 at the end of 1918. The total number of ceremonies registered during *ot«n«itho 
the year was 72,111 against 57,762 in 1918, showing an increase of 24 -8 per •‘•*»»*«** 
cent. The increase occurred mainly in the Dacca, Chittagong and Rajshahi 
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Diviiltong and appears to be due partly to the growing popularity of the 
Act and partly to the facilities for r^istration afforded by the increase in 
the number of offit«s. The total receipts of Muhammadan Registrars and 
Kazis, including gratuities, amounted to Rs. 1,40,008-15-6 during the year 
1910 against Its. 1,13,610-10-6 in the previous year, showing an increase of 
2:1 3 |>er cent. A special Tns|>ector of Muhammadan Marriage R^istration 
offices has l)een appointed from Septeml)er 1010. 

18,5. I’lie nurnlwr of companies limited by shares in 0{>eration in Bengal 
at the close of the year was 1,744 with” a total nominal capital of 
Rs. 2,31,60,72,010 and a paid up capital of Rs. 53,77,82,688. as comparetl 
with 1,267 companies with Rs. 1,24,34,61,640 nominal and Rs. 45,63,65,707 
paid u{) capital in the previous yejir. Five hundred and thirty-two compan- 
ies were registereii during the year or 328 in excess of the number, registered 
in 1018 10. This large incn^ase, which is due partly to the repeal, with 
effect from the 24th S(*pteml)er 1010, of the Indian Companies Registration 
Act, 1018 (XII of 1018), a purely war measure, discloses a state of unpre- 
cedented activity in the commercial life and enterprise of Bengal. 

Of the new companies registered. 514 were limited by shares, 5 by 
guarantee and 13 were incor|M)rated under the Six’ieties Registration .\ct, 
1860 (XXI of IK(JO), Fveeptionn) prosperity in the jute and cotton trades 
rausMl the flotation of sineral new mills, notwithstanding the increase in 
price of land and co.st of machiiu'rv and labour. Of the new' companies 
rcgi.stercil during the year under review, .so far us can he judged, 306 w'erc 
under Indian inanagement , as compared with 71 in the preceding year. Three 
hundred and forty four companies incrca.scd, while 19 comjianics dccrcil'^ed 
their capita!, against 278 and 15. respectively, in 1918 19. 

Ihirty six companies «‘cascd to w'ork, w’cnt into liquidation and wTre 
finally ilissolvasl (tr otherw ise Ix'catne defunct coniparo<l with S3 in the previous 
year. 1 he net receipts of the Registrar of ,Ioinl Stock (^mipanies from all 
soiinsN during ll-c year aggregated Hs 2.27,867 4. against Rs. 64.398 in 15118- 
19 No new auditors (certificate was grants! during the year under .section 
141 ( 41 ) <tf t lie Act . hut certain alterations were made in the certificates of some 
of the auditors, a h'w <*f which nviuirc'd rciunval. d'hc register of auditors 
at the clo.m* of tiu* year showed that 14 auditors certificated hv this (lovern- 
ment were entitled to audit (•(uiipanii's’ ac'cfmnts throughout British India 
and that the .settpe (»f (tperation of 17 auditors was limited to this Presidency. 
Iwrnty-loiir f>rose(Miti<tris under the .Net were in.stitiiUxl during the year and 
two were pending from the previous year. Of thc,se, 22 ended in conviction, 

3 were withdrawn and one remain<‘d pending at the close of the year. 

186. Only two societies registered under the Provident Insurance 
Societies Act. 1912. remained in existence, while no new society was registered 
under the provisions of this Act during the year. 


Munlolpal Department and Local Self-Qovernment. 


MUNK II'AI.ITIKS OUTSIDE CAlA’UTT.X. 

t 

[Ui>|H»r!« li-.Mii till' (■"iiiuiiwiiin. r!i of Pivi,«i(>iiii on Uio workiiijt of nmnicijinliiifu in tin- Bengal Pieni.lenoy 
(rxc gi Calo.itia) .hiring tl.o .vaar 19IS>.2(>. Statiation of Britiah India— Part Vlll, Local Fund*.] 

187. The niunlier of municipnlitie.s remained the .same, viz., 115. The 
name of the South Brarackpore municipality wiu? changed to Khardali. The 
total numlier of ratepayers rose from 317,117 to 319,966 or 10 2 per cent, of 
the t<»tal population. 'There are large variations in the ratio, the maximum 
being 39-2 per (*ent. and the minimum 3-5 per cent. 

■iMtimM. 188. (Jeneral (flections were held in 16 municipalities and were con- 

teste'd in the majority of cases. There was no contest at Maniktala and 
there was also no poll in nine out of ten wards in Darjeeling. On Uie other 
hand, feeling ran so high in the small municipality of Jaynagar that the 
polling in one ward wuld not be finished in con8ei}uence of disturbances 
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osnaed Ijy the candidAtes’ partisans, and a fresh election was held on a subse- 
qoeitt date, when 98 per cent, of tlto voters attended. The system of secret 
booting was adopted in Hocehly-Chinsara and proved successful. The 
elections at Dacca, Barisal and Tolfygunj were followed by litigation, and so 
was the election of a chairman at Madaripur. A civil suit in connection 
with the general election held at Sirajganj in April 1918, which wn^ pend- 
ing before the High Court, was dismissed on compromise in February 1920, 
and a new Municipal Board has since been constituted. A dei'ision was also 

S ven in a civil suit instituted by a ratepayer of Kotrung in connection with 
e general election held in 19*18-19, and the Municipal Board was conse- 
quently constituted, but the Commissioners could not agree to the election 
of any of their number as chairman and asked Government to make an 
appointment. 

189. On the average one out of every 20 meetings failed for want of a 
quorum. The failure was most marked at Jessoro, wnere 7 out of 21 nieet- 
ings proved abortive. The Commissioners failed to meet once a month in 
only lour municipalities. 

190. The average incidence of taxation ro.se from Its. 2 9-1 to Rs. 2-14-5 
per head of population. Jn this case also there are large variations, the 
incidence being above Rs 5 in five municipalities, viz., Howrah, C’o.ssipore- 
Chitpur, Chittagong, Kurseong and Darjeeling, while it is as low as annas 
in Ramjihanpur, under 7 annas in Badnria and under 9 anna.s in Kishorganj. 

191. I'hc collections increased by Rs. 2 lakh.s. hut the percentage on 
the current demand fell from 97-7 to 901, the lowest ratio (74 *2) l»eing 
returned by Satkhira. In the munici{)alities of the Dacca Division the fall 
was due largely to the distress caused by the cyclone of September 1911>. 
The percentage of remisvsions on the lairrent denmnd fell from 510 to 2-8. 
Jt was specially high in llansl)eria (21-4). Debhatta, (1(19) and Narainganj 
(10-1) as a rei?ult of revision on appeals or laxity in collections. Tck) often 
there is a tendency to defer writing off deirfands whit-h sljoidd be either 
collected or remitted earlier. 

The total outstanding balances aggregated Rs. (5 lakhs or Rs 55,000 
in excess of the previous year; they were large.st in Hurd wan, Howrah, 
Cossipore-Chitpur, Tollygunj, Dacca, Naniyanganj, Mvrneiisirigh, Barisal 
and Ilampur-l^alia. Nearly half the current demand In Satkhira was in 
arrear at the end of the year, and there were un.satisfactory residts in the 
nunicipalities of Midnapore. which are described sis follows by llic Magis- 
trate; - 

“ Midnapore ends the year with 1!1 per cent, of its annual and 42 per 
cent, of its arrear demands .still uncollected. (Riatnl was 9 j)er cent, behind 
in its annual collection and 10 per cent, in arrear collections, (’handra- 
kona was unable to c;ollet!t 50 per cent, of its arrears while its collection of 
current demand was 29 per cent, short. Khirpai starts with an arrear 
balance of more than 25 per cent, of its current demand, while Ivharar is 
worst of all with an arrear demand of 50 per cent, of its current demand. 
The fact is that no serious efforts were made to collect the quarter’s dues 
within the quarter.. It is only at tlie end of the year, when returns have to 
be submitted with percentages of collections, that a scramble occairs to 
collect as much as possible. Under this system heavy arrears cannot but 
accrue ” 

192. The total receipts, including opening balances, rose from 
Rs. 89,06,396 to Rs. 98,29,204, the income from rates and^taxes showing an 
increase of over Rs. 2 lakhs and the receipts from grants and contributions 
of nearly Rs. lakhs. 

The total expenditure rose from Rs. 69,67,662 to Rs. 81,33,115. The 
increase under the bead of “ Public health and convenience ” alone was about 
Its. 94 lakhs. The expenditure under “ General administration and collec- 
tion citarges ” rose by over Rs. ^ lakh, but represented only 6-6 per cent, of 
the total expenditure* as against 8 per cent, in the previous year. 

193. The closing balances, which had risen from 17 lakhs to 19 lakhs in 
1918-19, fell again to Rs. 17 lakhs; about one-third of the municipalities 
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clowd the year with balances exceeding one-quarter of their total expendi- 
ture. A large proportion oonsiste of funds accumulated for schmnea of 
improvement such as water-supply and drainage. On the other hand, a 
number of municipalities failed to keep adequate working balances. In 
eight cases the>' were insufficient to meet outstanding liabilities, viz., 
IViymensingh, liiuktagacha, Barisal Tollygunj, Baduria, Nabadwip, Mur- 
shidabad and Jessore. 


sswiimn 'I'he total amount spent on education,^ including the Government 

^rant of Us. 72,0111, was Its. 2,02.394 or 4-2 per cent, of the municipal income. 
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but altogether 22 municif)Hlities, as against 24 in the previous year, failed 
to Kf>eu<r even 3-2 per cent, of their ordinary income on this ohj«*t. On the 
(jther hand, the percentage was over 5 per cent, in 43 municipalities and 
over 10 per cent, in eight. 

195. The Nator and Satkhira waterworks schemes were completed dur- 
ing the year and progress w'a.s made with those designed for Midnapore, 
Mymensingb and Dacca. A water-supniy scheme for Noakhali was sanc- 
tioned and partly carried out with the help of a Government contribution. 
A grant of Us. 1.25,000 was also made by Government towards the execu- 
tion of the Krishnagar waterworks scheme. The Comilla water-supply 
stiheme. towards the cost of which the Maharaja of Tripura has promised 
to contribute Us. 1 lakh, received the a{)proval of the Sanitary Board. An 
ijnportant api^eaf to the High Court regarding the legality of metering 
hou.w connections in (’hittagong was decioed in favour of the municipality, 
and meters have consequently been affixed. 

190. A drainage scheme for the Budge-Budge municipality was siinc- 
tioned during the year, and administrative approval was given to projects 
designed for the drainage of Suri, Kri.shnagar and Basirhat. The Com- 
missioners of Hooplily (’hinsqra are considering a comprehensive scheme, 
which will be earned out in parts as funds become available. Minor works 
were carried out in LUtarpara, ('hittagong, ('oniilla, Darjeeling, Kunseong 
and Uangpur. 

197. 'Pbere was an increase of Us. 2 lakhs in the expenditure under this 
bend, which was mainly due to the grant of allowances to the stjiflf and the 
increa.sed price of materials. The conservancy charge.s were Us. .5^ lakhs 
in excess of the receipts from latrine fees, which rose by only Us. 44,(M)0. 
There i.s often unwillingne.ss to raise the rate of fees so as to make the latrine 
fund self-supporting and deficit balances arc not uncommon. 


The sewerage {iroject for Kurseong was nearly completed, and progress 
was made with the important sewerage scheme at flaeca. Sewerage schemes 
for Bhatjiarn and Kamarhati, towards which the local mill companies sub- 
scrilKHl liberally, were under preparation. 

^vMia HMiith* 198. ,\s in the previinis year, many municipalities took steps to im- 

prove sanitation by filling up or clearing insanitary, tanka, duhas and ditches 
and by removing jungle. A congested hustee was opened out at Faridpur 
to the great advantage of the locality, and in the Burdwan division it is 
reporteil that several municipalities have various projects of improvement in 
baml: generally however little was done in the way of town-planning and 
improvement. In many municipalities there is a regrettable reluctance to 
introduce tlie market section of the Municipal Act and to insist that the 
owners who make profits out of the markets shall keep them in a sanitary 
condition. 


Tree vaccination was introduced in Pirojpur and Patuakhali and in other 
towns additional vaccinators were appointed. Nator utilized the services of 
a iiudwdfe to vaccinate pardanashtn ladies. Lantern lectures on hygiene 
were delivered by Sanitary Inspectors, and leaflets containing instructions 
about the precautionary measures to lie taken against epidemic diseases were 
circulated. Special dwtors were appointed m some localities; wells and 
tanks were also disinfected; quinine and other medicines were distributed 
free to school children and p^r persons in several municipalities. Vigor- 
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ous action waa taken by the Civil Surgeon to fight the influenza epidemic in 
I^rjeeling. A apecita} aegr^ation hospital was established, temporary 
dispensaries were opened in different parts of the town, and Sub-Assistant 
Surgeons went about treating those who were unable to go to the difl'erent 
hospitals and dispensaries. Steps were taken by some numiei{>Hlities to 
eradicate the water hyacinth: Bansberia, Bogra and Uhatal have framed 
by-laws on the subject. 

199. The amount spent on public works (Us. 10,40,835) showed a slight emiu* 
increase. The percentage of outlay on public works to tlie total expendi- 
ture ranged from 1‘4 in Halisohar to 49;0 in Taki. 

200. Loans aggregating Rs. 1,32,(M)0 were granted to Burdwan, 
Hooghly-Chinsura, Brahmanberia and Binajpur. Altogether 41 municipal- 
ities were in debt to Government at the end of the year, their total liabilities 
amounting to nearly Rs. 40 lakhs. The largest outstamliiig liabilities were 
those of Howrah (Rs. 19,17,101), Darjeeling (Its. 5.72.438), Dacca 
(Rs. 3,98,511), Hooghlv-Chinsura (Rs. 1,02,088) and Chittagong 
(Rs. 1,31.539). 

201. The accounts of almost all the municijatlities were audited during AudiMana 
the year. Kml)e/,zleiuents occurred in Burdwan. Bhadreswur, 'I’ollygunj, 

Baruipur, Netrakona and Rarnjibanpur. In some cases the money mis- 
af>propriated was recovered and the offenders were either dismissed or 
prosecuted. 

202. The record of the year’s administration in Howrah, the nio-st howpaii. 
important intinicipality outside Calcutta, is disappoint ing. As in previous 
years, a number of necessary improvements could not t^ikeu up lor nant 

of funds. The capital outlay on water-.stif)ply amounted to only l\*s. 7,Kr>2 
and the in.sufficiency of the suijply continued to cause serit>Ms iric<)nvcnience. 

An attempt was made to checK waste by the appointment of a .''uperintendont 
of mains and by metering private connections. ,No new drainage {>roject 
could Im} undertaken, but subsidiary drains ami culverts were constructed 
in different parts of the town. Tlte (piestion of introducing dumping .sej)tic 
tanks in place of the pre.sent unsatisfactory trenching groumis was considered 
but the municipality is not in a position to finance the scheme, which wouhl 
cost Rs. 7 lakhs, and it afipears that the introduction of a modern sewerage 
scheme must await tlie extension to Howrah of the operations of the Cal 
cutta Improvement 'I'rust. 'I'he ten ward committees whii-li were formed 
experimentally for one year from Sejitember 1918 for the 8upervi.sion of con- 
servancy were made permanent. The Commissioner of the Divi.sion com- 
plains of their inadequate supervision and of want of co-ordination with the 
central municipal office. The exjienditure on the maintenance 'd' roads 
remained jiractically stationary. With an increasing volume of tr.iffic the 
condition of many roads is going from bad to worse, but the Municijial 
Commissioners have decided to cut down their programme f>f road repairs 
for some years owing to insufficiency of funds. The general health of the 
town was" unsatisfactory. . The fact that the death-rate was 08 per mille in 
1918 and 58 per mille in 1919, when it was the highest recorded in any town 
or district of Bengal, points to the imperative neeil for improving the sanita- 
tion of the town. 

It should be added that the Municipal Commissioners have realized the 
necessity for enlarging their resources and making retrenchments where 
possible. They accordingly resolved during the year under review to raise 
the rate from to 8^ per cent., which will bring in an additional income of 
Ra. 50,000, and also to make readjustments which will effect a saving of 
about Ite. 10, (XK) a year. 

2(^. The period of its supersession having expired the administration of 
the Burdwan municipality was entrusted to a board of nominated Commis- 
sioners in October 1919 and a promising start was made. The question of 
introducing the elective system in Asansol is under consideration. Suri 
suffered from an indifferent-water supply and a heavy death-rate caused by 
epidemics. In Bankura a large percentage of the current demand remained 

llA 
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unrcalij^ at the end of the year, while the administration of the municipali- 
ties in the district of Midnapoi'e was also marked by a general laxity in collec- 
tions. except in Tamluk. which is reported to have given evidence of 
vigorous management. The municipalities in the district of Ilooghly showed 
marked progre#w during the year. The income from municii»aT rates and 
taxes increased by ft per cent, and outstanding balances fell by 15 per cent. 
There is an increasing teiulency to rec(^ize the necessity for schemes of 
improvement, and in view of this spirit it is regrettable to notice the lefusal 
of the two chief towns (H<M)ghly-Chinsura and Serampore) to adopt building 
regulations. In October Iftlft on the expiry of the period of supersession 
Hooghly-Chinsura was removed from ofBcial tutelage, and it rests with the 
new board of Municipal Commissioners to maintain the improvement in its 
finances which was erfected during the term of official administration. 

I'he following extracts from the refiort of the Magistrate of the 
24 Parganas furnish a review of municipal administration in that dwtrict, 
which, contains one-fourth of the total number of municipalities in the 
Presidency: 

“ 'fhere were no marked signs of progress in the municipaliti^ of this 
.district considered as a whole. The had municipalities, such as Barasat, 
Baduria, Haiisahar, Tollygunj and Basirhat continued to be bad. and the 
better municipalities, such as Bhatpara, Titagarh. Naihati and Baranagar, 
generally continued satisfactorily with the exce[)tion of Cossipore-Chitpur, 
which bail got its finances into such a state that the utmost economy will be 
required during Udoi-e the general fund can agaiin lie solvent. 

Generally the nnmicifial administration was carried on w'ithout much friction, 
and it is pleasant to lie able to note that party fetding was not so bitter as it 
sometimes had lH‘en in the past. There are several Ratepayers' Association.s 
in the district, hut fhe effect they have on the administration at present is not 
great, as too often they are suspected of lieing the creation of a ilefeated 
minority and not the spontaneous expression of a widespread interest in muni- 
cipal affairs. The average ratepayer still prefers low rates and a corrc.spt»nd- 
inglv low stamlard of aclrninistration to enhanced taxation and improved 
modern methods. But in view of the great ri.se in the cost of living this is 
not to lie wondered at. In far to<» many cases the ndministi'ation of the muni- 
cipalities is left to the poorly paid office and outdoor .staff, the Chairman 
and the Viee-Chairman contenting themselves with attending meetings and 
signing .such pajuirs and registers as the office [mts up to them. There are, 
of course, noteworthy exceptions, hut only too often is it the ca.se that the 
effii'iency of the munieinality de|»end.s almost entirely on the efficiency of the 
subordiiiate staff, widen is usually badly paid and often not very well 
qualified.” 

In the di.slricts of Murshidabnd ami Khulna the (.'oranii.s.sioner.s notices 
IV considerable amount of dissatisfaction lioth as regards the amount of 
taxation iinfio-sed and the inadequacy of the lienefits received, and he is 
impressed with the insufficiency of the municipal resources for dealing 
with the many problems which are pressing for solution. The Magistrate of 
Murshidabad reports, that on the whole administration showed steady 
progre.ss as far ns funds permittetl. 

The Commi.s.sioner of the Dacca Division observes that on the whole 
the result of the working of the municipalities in the division was satis- 
factory. There was an advance in public health administration, but so far 
as collections form a criterion of the quality of administration many muni- 
cipalities failed to reach a good standard. In Dacca the proportion of 
collections to the current demand was as low as 83 per wnt., and it has 
recently been necessarj' for Government to invite the attention of the Muni- 
cipal (Commissioners to the fact that their financial position is deteriorating 
while their liabilities on account of schemes of improvement are about to be 
incrcsised. Arrears of taxes have been increasing every year for some time 
past: the revenue shows no signs of growth, and Government have impressed 
on the Commissioners the grave concern with which the state of their finances 
is viewed. Good work was done by the Chairman of the Narayanganj muni- 
cipality in earring the reassessment through to a siicce.«tsful conclusion and 
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starting the preparation of schemes of drainage and electric lighting. It is 
reported that the administration of Barisal causes general dissatisfaction, 
but that public opinion is too auathetic to enforce a remedy. Elsewhere in 
the Bakarganj district municipal affairs were managed with efficiency within 
the limits of small incomes, and the same aewunt is given of the working of 
the municipalities in Faridpur, where also the people are adverse to tlie, 
self-taxation necessary to improve civic amenities. 

Comilla and Cox’s Bazar were efficiently atl ministered, but a certain 
-lack of vigour was noticeable in Noakhali and Chittagong. Noakhali 
suffered from erosion by the river, which curtailed its income and deprived 
it of the principal sources of water-supply. 'I'he municipal limits have since 
lieen extended to the north, and a waterworks scheme has Iweu sanctioned. 

Difficulty was caused in Chittagong by a diminishetl water supply, to deal 
with which a scheme has lieen prepared by the Sanitary Engineer. An inter- 
esting development in this town is the establishment of a co-operative 
society among the municipal sweepers, which has rescued them from the 
money- lender^s grij). There was an embittered agitation in Chandpur 
regarding the representation of the north and south of tlie town on the Muni- 
cipal %)ar(l, as a result of which the educated section on the north side 
refused to j)artici{)ate in the general elei’tion. 

The following extract is taken from the rejiort of the Commissioner of 
the Hajshahi Division : — 

“ Among the municipalities of this division Darjeeling stands by itself 
as the only municipality which maintains a modern standard of admini.st;’a- 
tion. Knrseong is a progressive munieipality, which has (%'irried out improve- 
raent.s as far as its income permits, and wi.shes to undertake a comprelien-sive 
scheme for the development of the town if funds can he obtained. The 
nio.st noticeable defect m the administration of other muni(‘i|)alitieH is the 
small (‘xpenditure on original works. Few iinjiortant works of improvement 
have l)een carried out, and in tliis respect the principal municifjalitics in the 
plains portions of the <livision compare unfavourably with njiinicipalities in 
other parts of Bengal. Nator is the only municipality in the plains which has 
a piped water-supply. In many inunicipalities the income could he incTeased 
by more careful as-sessment of taxes." 

The administration of the Rampnr-Hoalia municipality sliowed no 
inlprovement, and was characterized by lack of inP^rest and of a due sense 
of responsibility on the part of the ( 'ommissioners. .N’ator, liangpur, Bogra 
and Dinajpur were managed satisfactorily. Tlie inciden(;e of taxation is 
abnormally low in the municipalities in the districts <>f I'ahna and Malda. 

In the important trade centre of Sirajganj with many wealthy merchants the 
main bazar roads are still iinnietalleil, while Old Malda has so far failed to 
assess the merchant class adequately. In English Bazar there was a severe 
outbreak of small pox, and it was only at the insistent request of the Oivil 
Sui^ebn that the vaccination staff was strengthened by the ajipointment of 
one extra vaccinator. 


Calcutta Corpopatlon. 

[Report on the adminint ration of (*Alcuttn < %irport4li<»n f«>r tin; year Htuiiiitica of 

India, Part 1(1 — Local Fiinila.J 

204. The year opened with a bajanee of Rs. 63,30,554 in the revenue 
funds. The receipts during the year amounted to Rs. If40,13,266 and the rMiMi*. 
payments to Rs. 1,50,26,172. The closing balance at the end of the year was 

Rs 53,26,648. On the basis of a.s.sets and liabilities the income amounted 
to Rs. 1.40,90,950 and expenditure to Rs. 1,51 .H2. 512. 

205. Two 5 per cent, debenture loans of 1889-90, aggregating Rs. 19 
lakhs, were repaid during the year, and a new loan of the face value of 
Rs. 10,54,000 was raised for repayment of these loans. The sanction of 
Government was also obtained to the raising of a loan of Rs. 24,92,500 at 
55J per cent, for capital works, of which a sum of Rs. 16,12,700 was rai.sed 
ap to the 31st March, by the issue of debentures to the public at 94 per cent. 
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The outetaading liability of the Corporation on account of loana at the 
end of the year waa Ra. 4,78,33,500 and the loan charges on outstanding 
Joans amounted to Hs. 31,63,402. The sinking funds had a balance of 
Its. 35,57,983 after writing the securities down to market value. 

“w tw mtnt assessed annual valuation of the city stood at Hs. 529 lakhs on 

•asaMWMM. . the 31st March 1920, there being an increase of Rs. 24,61,800 due to general 
revision and to intermediate valuation. 
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207. Plans and estimates, amounting to Rs. 486 lakhs, were prepared in 
connection with 156 projects covering an area of 2,332 bighas, and 40 projects 
estimated to cost Rs. 17| lakhs were approved and submitted to Government 
for sanction to the acquisition of land. Altogether 50^ bighas of land were 
acquired during the year at a cost of Rs. 17,53,731. 

208. The high standard of collection was maintained. The total demand 
was Rs. 97,39,260, of which Rs. 94,43,827 were collected; Rs. 2.iW,828 were 
remitted or can(;elled as irrecoverable." The percentage of collection on the 
gross current demand less the amount pending w'ith the Assessor was 98 08 
and that on the net demand 99*88. 

209. The total collections of the License Department, exclusive of the 
Lincensed Warehouse and Fire Brigade tax, amounted to Rs. 1*3,45,807. , 

210. The CorfHirution continued to take vigorous action for the 
improvements of bustees; 19 bighas of buatee land were cleared and about 
2 miles of roads were constructed. In 27 bvstee holdings the required 
imfirovernents were comiileted during the year and 32 bustees were surveyed 
with a view to lieing taken up for improvement. Forty-three private struts 
were constructed during the year. 

211. The total quantity of water supplied to the city during the year 
averaged OOJ (37 filtered and 29 J unfiltered) million gallons per day. The 
daily average consumption per head amounted to 40 1 gallons of filtered and 
33*1 gallons of unfiltered wuttir. 

212. The silting of the Bidyatlhari river continues in the lower reaches, 
where the average Ihvi levels at the end of the year were higher than at any time 
fireviously. I'he condition of the river is being carefully watched by an 
expert I'ommitttx’! apfuiinteil by (Jovernment. 

213. One of the outstanding feature's of the record of municipal pro- 
gress is the admitted improvement in the condititm of road surface.s during 
the last few years These imj>rovement.s are Iwing gradually extended, and 
a sum of nearly Ka. 6,(M>.(HK) was spent during the year for the paving of 
roads with asphaltum. 'I'he total expenditure on the maintenance of roads 
and fixitpaths amounted to Rs. 9,r>3.(K)0, as against Rs. 7,47,009 in 1918-19. 

214. The total expenditure on street cleansing, the incinerator, and the 
municipal railway amounted to Rs. 15,54,000. Further progress has been 
made in connection with the scheme for the introduction of motor traction for 
the removal of refu.se. An order has been placed for 10 lorries and 4 trailers, 
and a detailed .scheme for the working of the motor lorry service in portions 
of the city has la‘en approved. 'Fhe total quantity of refuse dealt with in 
the year was 482,895 tons. 

215. There were 113 prosecutions for adulteration of ghee, of which 

59 were diaposeil of within the year and 57 ended in conviction. The fines 
impoml in these cases amounted* to Rs. 12,600. Alto^ther 1,401 samples of 
ghee were analysed and about 9*2 i>er cent, of the samples were found adulter- 
ated as against 15*T<?^’ previous year. There has been an improve- 

ment in the quality of ghee sold, but the ghee used in the preparation of sweet- 
meats continues to be of an inferior quality. 


Three thousand five hundred and fifty-one samples of foodstuffs of all 
kinds w^ere analysed during the year, and it is satisfactory^ to find that there 
■was a much lower i)ercentage o”f adulteration than in the previous year. 

The milk-supply is still very unsatisfactory, more than one-third of the 
samples examined being adulterated. Out of 454 samples of mustard oil, 
106 were found adulterated, and a new and dangerous form of adulteration 
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was found to be prevalent. Investigation into the cause of some cases of sick- 
lier rerembling hydrocyanic acid poisoning disclosetl the fact that imkra seed 
was being used as an adulterant of mustard oil. The public were warned by 
notices and advertisements against tlie use of adulterated oil and arninge- 
ments were made for the sale of pure mustard oil. It may be added that 
1,81)2 mauiids of foodstuffs, 1,365 bottles of aerated water, 5,251 eggs, 
40,640 tins of tinned provisions and 100 cases of tea were destroyeil during 
the year in the interests of the public health. 

216. The scheme for a dairy farm with a city dairy had to be kept in 
abeyance pending an amendment of the existing law* to give the Corporation 
powers to carry out the sc'heme. The proposal to establish a municipal milk 
market, which has been under consideration for .some time past, has material- 
ized, and steps are being taken to aixjuire the nece,ssary land. 

217. All the four municipal markets had record receipts and proved of 
great use in connection with the regulation of prices and the jirovision of whole- 
some f(H>d8tuffs for the public. A strict watch was ke{)t over the jirices of 
foodstuffs and the necessaries of life, and effective measures were taken to 
keep prices at a reasonable figure. Depots were opened for the sale of coal 
and Burma rice, in order to ensure supplies at cheap rates, ami facilities were 
given for the sale of pure mustard oil. 

218. Including easels pending from the previous year, there were altti- 
gether 25,943 pro-secutions and 21,268 cases were diK[)osed of within the year, 
the total amount of fines imposed being Rs. 1,24,077. 

219. The aggregate value of the aid given by the Corporation to tMluca- 
tional institutions of all kinds in Calcutta during the year amounted to 
Rs. 1.20,720. The capitation grant w.'us increased from Re. 1 and Re. 18 to 
Re. 1-8 and Rs. 2 per boy and girl, respectively. 

The t|ue.stion of the improvement of primary education iu (’ah'utta has 
at la.st taken definite shape and the Corporation have agree«l to a .scheme pre- 
pared for this purpose. The scheme provides for 15 modi*! schools and a 
training college for teachers, and for the improvement of .such of the existing 
schools as are capable of improvement, 10 per cent, of them being taken up 
every year until about 40 per cent, are dealt with, while new schools will be 
taken over as they spring ufi and provided with a trained .start' and proper 
eipiipment. The .scheme will involve a capital expenditure of .about Jis. 21 J 
lakhs and a recurring exfienditure of approximately Rs. 4J lakhs when it 
is in full oj>eration. (lovernment have agreisl to eonlributi^ the '.ntire eapi- 
tal cost of the training college and Rs. 10.000 a year for thrive years towards 
its maintenance and three-fourths of the capital cost of the rest of the scheme. 

220. The year was, from the point of view of public health, one of the 
worst on record, and the death rare recorded was as high as 42 2 per mille as 
35 in the previous year and a quinquennial averagi? of 28 per rnille. 
The epidemic of influenza in the |)revious year had lowered the vitality of 
the peoj^le and imf)aired their f)owers of resistance, while the city suffered 
from several epidemics. Two severe outbreaks of inflmmz.a CKcurred dining 
the year, while the u.sual quinquennial epidemic of small pox afipeared with 
marked severity towards its close. Cholera also prevailed in epidemic, form 
and the spread of infection by pilgrims returning from the Ganga Saugar 
Mela intensified the annual recrudescence. To cope with the outbreak of 
influenza the special staff entertained by tlw* Ckirnoration during the previous 
year was continued, while, in anticipation of the expecUMl severe epidemic 
of small pox, a vigorous vaccination campaign was undertaken, in which 
valuable assistance was rendered by the memners of the medical firofession 
in the (dtv. Infantile death-rate showed a marked increase and rose from 
280 to 35t 8 per 1,000 registered births. 

221. The Corporation midwives delivered 2, 177 women and removed 103 
complicated cases to hospitals. There were 11 maternal deaths among the 
women delivered by the midwives and, excluding 91 still births, onlv 69 
infants dipd during the first 10 days. This gives a mortality rate of 33 fier 
thousand births, which compares very favourably with the general infantile 
mortalitv rate for the city of 111 per mille during the first week of life. 
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A large proportion of Uie infantile deaths within 10 days occurred mnoijg 
prematurely bom babies. Among the 2,017 infants kept under oheenratioii 
by the Lady Health Visitors from after the puerperal period of 10 days, untd 
they were three months old, there were only 44 deaths. This is equivalent 
to a death-rate of 21 -8 per mille. which is a remarkable fi^;ure, considering 
that the general infantile mortality rate between 7 days and three nitmths (dd 
is 287 f) per mille. It has been dk'ided to establish a maternity home in the 
northern part of the city, with n contribution of Rs. 20,000, which has been 
sanctioned by the Corporation, and a donation of Rs. 50,000, which has been 
received for the purpose. 
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Caloutta improvament Trust. 

. [Uaport OH lh<? 4>|Mtratiotui of the CaliUittA Iinprovetiioiit Truht for 

222. Owing to the difficulty in obtaining materials not only of foreign but 
also of Indian manufacture the engineering work of the Trust were hampered 
to an extraordinary extent, more than one third of the budget allotment 
under this head having lapsetl in consequence. For the same reason building 
ami rebuilding operations on laud sold or not acquired by the Trust were 

a ioned in very many cases. The land boom continued to develop and 
led its climax last winter, but the passing of the Calcutta Rent Act at 
the close of the year indirectly served as a chec‘k on land speculation. 

22J1. The scheme providing for the construction of the section of the 
('entral Avenue from How Baz^r Htrwt to Prinsep Street was sanctioned, 

1'wo inuKirtaut street schemes in the southern suburl) of Calcutta were 
nearly completed and a third was in progress. Another big scheme for the 
constnuttion of the new main sewer road from Chetla to Ballygunge railway 
sUition. which is designed to im{>rove the general drainage of an unhealthy 
area, W’hich is at present sparsely iMipulated, was approved by the Trust dur- 
ing the year. The first section of the scheme for the improvement of Burra 
Bazar was published for crith'ism. Much of the improvement of this area 
hinges upon the removal of the mint from its present site; and towanls the 
eml of tne year a committee was appointed by the Government of India to 
consider this question. 

224. In pursuance of the policy of {)roviding ojajn spaces in the north of 
the town and in the suburbs, the Trust emharke<ron the selection of sites for 
parka ami squares in Maniktala. (’ossi|)ore--Chitpur, Ratan Sarkar Garden 
Street and Amherst Street. 

225. The (juestion of extending the operations of the Trust to Howrah, 
which is in urgent need of improvement, took a definite shape during the year; 
the Trustees declared tliemselves willing to undertake the improvement on suit- 
able financial conditions. As this could not lie given effect to without amend- 
ing the Act. it was decideil that a Bill should be prepared after the constitu- 
tion of the new I^egislative Council. The improvement of Maniktala 
remained in abeyance {lending the final alignment of the Grand Trunk Canal. 

226. For the accommodation of jiersons displaced by the execution of 
their schemes the Trust embarked on the preparation of rehousing schemes and, 
following the natural tendency of the people of the working class who prefer 
to live in the sort of hut to which they are accustomed, selected sites in 
^ckbagan and Maniktala for the erwtion of sanitary huts on well-rais^ 
plintlis were acquired. Another site was acquired in Karbala Tank Lane in 
order to build houses to be let temporarily to persons displaced by improve- 
ment schemes. Sanction was also accorded to a scheme for the erection^ of 
tenement dwellinfi^ iind the creation of an open ^ace for the Anglo-Indian 
population rendered homeless by the section of the Central Avenue to the south 
of Bow Bazar Street. Land is being acquired in Cossipore-Chitpur for 
Uie purpose of providing suitable building sites on which persons of the 
poorer classes, whose hou.ses have been acquired by the Trust and whcee 
sknder means prevent them from purchasit^ sites in Calcutta, may build 
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lieiv liou^ under the control of the Trust. But neither these operations nor 
tlie restriction of house rents imposed by the Calcutta Kent Act are sufficient 
to solve the housing problem in Calcutta, and the adoption of further measures 
toward.s this end are under the ctm.sideration of tlovernmeui. At 
pi'esent, one of the chief obstacles to the expansion and develo])tutMit of 
Calcutta is the difficulty which building societies and companies experience* 
in obtaining land an<l securing a firm title. It was on this account that the 
Calcutta Rents Committee n()|)ointed in Se]>tember ItH!) recommended that 
Government should utilise the provi.sions of the Land Actpiisition Act to 
acquire land for Iwdies which had l)een formed definitely for the provi.sioii of 
housing accommodation. In pursuance of this recommendation a uolilica- 
tion was issued by Government after the close of the year announcing that 
they would acquire land under the Land Ac(|uisitiou Act for approved 
scheme.s on l)ehalf and at the cost of registered companies for housing pur- 
pt)ses .so long as emergent mejusures are necessary for the development of 
Calcutta. The que.stion of amending the Calcutta 1 m|)rovenieut Act so as 
to give the Trust larger jxnvers in the matter of rehousing is also under the 
consideration of Government. 

227. In order to remove the uncertainty caused to intending builders by 
the operations of the Trust, four new [)roposed public street schemes were j)ub 
lishetl by the Trust. Besides these, six such schemes, wen* sanctioned by 
Government and three were under consideration at the end of the year. 

228. The income and exf>enditure uruler the (^jpital Ac(‘ount were, 
respectively, Rs. 56,04,000 and Rs. 8t>,44,(M)0, ;uid those under the Revenue 
Account Rs. ;10,05.000 and Rs. t>,K:i.(M>0. 'I’he delicil in the C^ipital .Account 
was met from the Revenue Account, which closed with a net balance of 
Rs. 78,27,000 again.st Us. 81,55,000 in the preceding year 


District Boards. 


[Tlte Ki’portti of (hifiimitmitMiorH of OiviHionfi on tin* working of Distriot hoanJn in J{cii|,;ul iiiiriii}.' lito 
x'ftr Stat int iitM of UriiiNli Intiiu^ Port VIII — Lot al KiiixIk, j 

229. It is recognized that, in the present stage of local self government 
in Bengal, political education is a paramount considiu ation l<i which adminis 
trative efficiency must give place. In f)ursuance of this policy step.< iiave been 
taken to remove the District Boards from official tutelage ( )rdcrs were 
issued <iuring the year umler review extending to 15 more districts the sys 
tern under which the chairmanship of the District Board is held bv a 
non-official elected member. It has .subse<)uently been decided that the same 
■system shall l)e followed in the remaining districts of the I’residem^v, so that 
in future a non-official executive will be responsible for the aditiiiust ration 
of the J,ocal Self-Government Act under a responsible Miiuster. 

230. There is little. of interest to record m the work of Local Boards, 
which in most cases have limited funds placed at their disposal by the Di.strict 
Boards and discharge routine duties. It is exjtected however that their 
sphere of u.sefulness will expand with the creation of Lnion Boards under the 
Bengal Village Self-Government Act. for the .supervision of which they are 
resjmnsible. 

The amendment of the election rules so as P) enable mote polling .stations 
to be established ajtpears to have had satisfactory results* It h;)>s helped P) 
secure a much larger poll and lias neutralized the advantage hitherto enjoyed 
ty voters living close to the thana headcpiarters, which used generally to be 
the only polling station. 

231. During the year under review there were 383 Union Committees at 
work administering, for a population of about 4 millions, the limited func- 
tions admissible under the Bengal Local Self-Government Act. These bodies 
have mostly been replaced by Union Boards con.stituted under the Village 
^If-Government Act. That Act came into force on 28th May 1919, and 
-before the end of the year sanction had been given to the establishment of 
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50i2 Union Boards; the number has now been more than trebled, being over 
1,7W, Full acknowledgment should be made of the work done by the former 
Union lk>mmitteeK, which paved the way for the fuller measure of village 
self-government now in force. The field of activity ojien to Union Boards 
is much wider. To them is entrusted the conduct of communal affairs in the 
vilhigiw from which the public life of the country starts. It is on the foun- 
dation of their organization, their suct.-essful work and» their realization of 
the fact tliat they them.selves are responsible to their fellow villagers that 
the imposing structure of responsible self-g(»veriunent in Bengal must rest. 

2tl2. The recipts from all sources rose U) Rs, 12h lakhs, or Rs. 12| lakhiv 
more tfian in the preceding year: the inciva.se was mainly due to larger 
receipts from advances and deposits. The disbursements aggregates! 
Rs. lHO-7 lakhs, an increase of Rs. 10 lakhs. The exce.ss of current income 
over t orrent ex|>eiiditure, amoimting in the previous year to 4,\ lakhs, was 
reduced to Rs. The closing lialances at the end of the year amounted 

to 24 1) lakhs. 

2512. The incidence of taxation average 2 annas 10 pies a head for the 
whole Pr’esitlency and varietl in different districts frmn one anna H pies to 
0 annas H pies, 

224. 'Mm! greater portion of (he expenditure on education was, as usual, 
met by (ioveniment grants. 'I'lie District Boards sf>ent Rs. 2t>’| lakhs, of 
whii'h Hs. IO,20,0(M) was given l>y (government : hs's and miscellaneous receipts 
hrought in Bs 72. (MM) ami contrihiitions from other sources amounted to the 
small .«um of Rs. 0,000. 'I’he sum contributed by the District Boards for the 
eleuM'nfarv edm ationof the rural population aggr'cgated Rs. 0;{ lakhs; but this 
l•(•p^e.sentcd 0 percent, of their income. 'I'he Minister for Local Self-dovern- 
nieiit donhts whether .some <if the District Boards have sufficiently 
re;dised their responsibility for the di.ssemination of primary education in 
rural areas. 'I'lie District Boards have been reminded that the expansion of 
primary education is necessary for the intellectual njilift, the economic 
progress jind the ptditieal advam-ement of the peo[)le of Bengal; arni that it 
rests with them to facilitate expansion hy whole hearted co-operation with 
(jovernment . 

2515. 'I’he District Boards established Iff new dispensaries, and main- 
tained altogether 2S2 tii.spensarie.s at a cost of Rs. 4^ lakhs; there were also 
221 in receifit of grants in aid aggi'egafing 2il lakhs. No dispensaries were 
maintained hy any of the District Boards of the Chittagong Division, which 
moreover failed to formulate programmes for the extension of medical relief 
in rural areas. The Buidwau District Board maintained 12 temporary dis- 
pensaries for the treatment of malarial fever, in addition to 17 permanent 
dispensaries. A floating dispen.sarv of the Bakargunj District Board, and 
five /<d/ ilisjiensaries of the Mymensingh District Board, which proved unsuc- 
cessful. were abolished. A novel experiment was the establishment of an 
Ayurvedic dispensary by the,tlessore District Board. 

The District Boards of Hooghly, 24-Parganas. \a<lia and Pabna adopted 
a scheme for subsidizing medical practitioners in rural areas which had been 
initiated by the Jessore District Board. Tn the district last named there are 
suksidized doctors in 10 centres and the scheme is said to have worked satis- 
factorily. The services of some of the subsidized doctors were utilized 
for attending outbreaks of disease in the neighlwnring villages, and the 
work done hy them is said to have Wn much better than that of the 
ordinary epiclemid doctors employed hy the Board. Elsewhere itinerant 
iloptors Were generally employed to give medical relief during outbreaks of 
efiidemic disease. In Mymensingh the Board had 39 doctors at work during 
the Year. 

‘ The usual petty sanitary works, such as removing jungle, clearing road- 
side and village drains, filling up insanitary ditches, etc., were carried on 
through the agency of Local Boards and Union Committees. Village sanifo- 
tion committees have been formed in several places in the Nadia district 
for clearing jungle and bringing land under cultivation in order to prevent 
their relapsing into jungle: some unfortunately failed to do any useful worlc 
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owing to the apathy of the Ziunnidars. Propogandu work, such as leoturea, 
magic lantern demonstrations, an<l the distribution of pam[tld«*ts on preven- 
tible diseases and the means of prevention, was carrie<l on l)v Health OHieers 
and Sanitary Inspectors, and also in Jessi^re bv the (’hainnan of the District 
Board. 

Free vaccination was introduced in the tlistrictsof the Rajshahi Division,^ 
in Burdwan. Howrah and Tij>pera, in the Madaripur and Goalimdo subdivi-* 
sions of Faridpur, in the Patuakhali subdivision of the Hakarganj district 
(where lb per cent. <»f the population are said to be have been vaccinated) c.nd 
in some parts of the Kishorganj subdivision of Myinensingb. 

236. The expenditure of the District Boards on veterinary relief 
Jiniounted to Rs. 1,12,000; and it may be nientioiuMl as an instance of the 
organization in some districts that the Rangpur Hoard maintained 4 vete- 
rin:i'’y dispensaries and employed 0 vett'rinary assistants, who visited 704 
villages, treated 5,520 cases and inoculated J).538 animals, while the Pabnu. 

Board employed 3 assistants, who vi.sited t»32 villages, treated 1,716 cases 
(l)esides 1,787 at head<juarters) and inoculated 3,3tM) animals. In Nadia 
some committeis were formed by the people themselves to co-operate with 
and giveJit^p to the veterinary assistants. In I’ippera a gang of .systematic 

.cattle poi.soncr.s was detected by a veterinary a.ssi.siant, and live of them were 
convicted. 

A novel experiment was the i.ssue^.of a monthly magazine called KiisJil 
Kntha under the au.s|)ices of the Faridptir District Board. It is reported that 
the magazine contains interesting and instructive articles in popular language 
on agriculture, veterinary matters, etc., ami is highly appreciated by tlie 
public. 

237. The returns show an increiused e.\penditure of about Rs. 3i lakhs, civiiwoi>ii« 
which is mainly due to the fact that in .some districts th(‘ outlay on educa- ••"•»*••• 
tional and me(iic;il buihlings, which in .some disiricls was previously .shown 

under the heads “ I'dm ation " ami " Medical " has lucu included under 
“ ('ivil Works." A\ ork vvas gene»’;il!v impeded bv ‘la* din'u uliy ol obtaining 
toad metal and (oal for brick burning which was eonse<|uent on th(^ shortage 
of railway wagons. In spite of this the percentage of lapses to total allot- 
ments in the Presidency as a whole fell from 12J to 11 per cent . 

238. In the dry districts work on roads suffered from the ditliculty of commum- * 
obtaining materials as well as from the shortage and high price of labour. 

In the wet clistricts, where transport is by water, ejj., by rivers, streams, 
the channels known as khah and the lagoons called ///V.v, c<tinplaint.H are com 
mon and vigorous alsait the obstruction caused by tlnr water hyacinth 
and the difficulty of clearing it from the waterways. In Mvmensingb it was 
•estimated that the cost of clearing the klidls and hih would amount to 
Re. 1 lakh-- a sum knond the Board’s financial capacity. A scheme of eradi 
cation without adetfuate legal powers and without the cooperation of 
th-^ zamindars and tenants was felt to f«^ impracticable. Partial eradication 
of the weed was realized .to be futile. In Bakargan.j the conclusion was that 
piece meal work is useless, for, as soon as one waterway i.s clejired, t.ln^ weed 
drifts in from another, and that, unle.ss the adjoining distriids, from wbicdi 
the weed is spreailing, work jointly on a concerted and sysp-matii! plan, it 
is irnpo.ssible to effect any real or lasting improvement The (piestion has 
l»een taken up by Government in the Ministry for Agrictilture and Industries 
•and a representative committee has fieen ajifiointed to devi.se pnweiitjve 
measures , 

239. The total ex])enditure on the imjirovement of the .sources <tf watiT- w*t«f-»Mppiy- 
supply in rural arefis amounted to about 7 lakhs, of which 6j lakhs were 8])ent 

•on original “works. The percentage of the Public Works' cess receipts 
spent averaged 20 per cent, for the Presidency as a whole ami rose as Ingli 
as 01 |>er cent, in Nadia. There was a marked imi)rovernent in tlie Bmdwan 
district, w’here the outlay was more than doubled. In Rangpur and (’hitta 
gong, oil the other hand,' only 6 per cent, of the receipts from the ce.ss was 
spent cn water-supplv, and there were noticeable decreases in Midnafiore. 

Dinajpur and the 24-Parganas. No exfilanation has lieen given of the 
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reduced ex|>endHure in the last two districts, in Midnapore the local 
officers fmint out that the decrease is due to a number of impracticable 
schemes being included in the programme, {und they rightly suggest the need 
of carefully revising the prf^amme, as well as of more method and fore- 
sight in executing it. 

The whole of the Rs. 7 lakhs Hf)ent on water-supply was met from curijlnt 
revenue; and District Boards have again been asked to consider the expe- 
diency of hnancing works of this kind from loans. 

There appears to t)e a conviction growing in force that owing to limita- 
tions of finance the Boards cannot increase their expenditure on water-supply 
to any great extent, and that an appreciable improvement can only be effected 
by Union Hoards; and it is pointed out that the villagers, who will directly 
benefit, will bt» able to get the work done cheaply under their own eyes. 

240. The expenditure on drainage rose from lis. 77,000 to Rs. 1,21,000, 
of which Us. .5‘d,000 was on account of the Arool Bil drainage project in 
the .les.sore district. Progress was also made with the Nawi Sunthi drain- 
age scheme in the 24-Pargaiuia district. The Dinajpur Di.strict Board t(x)k 
un the construction <•! new culverts and extension of bririges so as to allow 
ot more cfH< ient drainage and prevent damage by flwd, wnile in Bakarganj 
the c.vcavHtion and re excavation of ^‘/u/./s are said to have improved the drain-, 
age of the <!istrict. 

241. In Bankura famine conditions pj'evailcil during the first half of 
the year, hut relief measures were closed early in Oct()l)er when a bumper 
crop of paddy brought in plenty to the district. A numl>er of irrigation 
bnpdhs t rcservoii's) and tanks were excavated and improved out of the grants 
received from (Jovernment. They relieved <listres.s among the labouring 
clas.se.s and are e\pe<’led to l>p a .safeguard agairist future failure of crops by 
providing sources of irrigation in sca.sons of drought. Irrigation .societies 
on CO operative line.s have also been formed for the furtherance of this object. 
In Bogrn the District Board spent Hs. 21.000 on the relief of distre.ss in 
areas affected by floods. 

In the 24 Parganas the Distri(*t Board arranged, in collaboration with 
the Sadar Suhdivisional Officer, for the supnly of linrina rice in rural areas, 
iliee to the value of Hs. l.iiO.OtM) was purcna.sed and sohl at a net profit of 
nearly Us. o.OOO. In Bakarganj the Di.strict Hoard, in order to mitigate the 
distress caused by tlic high price and scarcity of local rice, undertook the 
sale of Burma rice at co.st price with money advanced from the District 
I'uiid. Altogctlier 70. 000 maiinds of rice were imported at a co.st of about 
4.' lakhs and .sold tc» the public. The .scheme is de.scribed as having been of 
the greatest po.s.siblc value, while it f)aid for it.self, the ai'conut closing with a 
surplus of Us, 12, opt. The example of Bakarganj in this respect might be 
followeil by other Di.strict Boar»ls where the Iw'al conditions favour the trial 
of such an I'xperiiucnt . 

242. 'riic total of the actual balances remained practically the same as 
in the previous year, 'ritcy art? still large in some districts, notably Burdwau 
whose i)al:iiice was reduced by Hs. 60,00(1, but still amounted to Us 4,38.000, 
of which tlic Asansol Local Board was responsible for nearly 2 lakhs. This 
result is attributed to the failure to complete works mving to .short- 
age of materials and diffieultu'S of labour, and also to delay over a supple- 
jnentarv budget of the Loeal Boanl. In spite of this, the expenditure on 
( ivil works in this district aggregated 6^ lakhs or 1| lakhs more than in any 
other district in Bengal. The large Iwlance of Us. 3,62,000 at the credit of 
the 24-Parganas Di.strict Board is accounted for by the accumulation of 
Government grants for anti-malarial schemes of drainage. An increase of 
Its. 78.000 in the balance retained by the Howrah District Board has not been 
e.vplniueil. The Bakarganj District Board cleaT-ed oflf the accumulation of 
the previous year, retaining only an actual balance of Rs. 30,000 against a 
current expenditure of over 7 lakhs. 

243. 'fhe main problem of the District Boards is one of finance. They 
are faced with constantly increasing demands for a standard of administra- 
tion baaed on modern ideas. To mentioi^a few instances, the reforms urged 
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U|H>n them include the eximnsion of primary education, the adoption of a 
<;pmpreheiisive public health policy for the prevention of disease, the creation 
of a network of charitable dispensaries, more and better roads to enable t he 
villagers to bring their goods to lot'al markets or to the railways, the 
improvement of the water-supply, etc. The existing revenues of the Boards 
aranot sufRcient to supply the needs of the districts in spite of the fact that 
their income has been nearly doubled by tlovernment giving them the receijits 
from the public works cess. Their position has liecome one of increasing 
difficulty, and there is a general complaint about the ineiiuality lietween 
revenues and requirements. 

The necessity for increasing the income of the District Boai'ds in order 
to cope with expanding demands ina^le upon them is apparent; and the 
question of <ievising means to augment their ’•es<»urt‘es i.s l)eing considered 
in connection with the' amendment of the Bengal Loc al Self Oovernment Act. 


Marine Department, 

« 

(1) Annual Uttport of ilia P»iri Officvr. C'alnitta, 

(*J) llitto tlitio, CMiif 

(3) Annua! Ho{>ort of tin* Slnppio^* Olliot B in Ht*iig:nl, 20. 

(4) AiiiijiiiiHtrution Koport !*f th " Ai^ont for < lOVt'rnnKOit > 10 ‘2wL 

(5) Ariiiual U**pi»rt of ilic llon^nl Sinokr KiiiKtini'CH CnintDiAHioi^ lOlO *20. 

(6) AtlininistrtUion Report of tlu' INirl (.^iinmiHHionoiH, Culontla, 1019-20. 

(7) Ditto tlht'i ilitto, ('liiitui;onL% lOiy.20. 

(H) AniiUrtl Rpport of tl)0 Ikn^ul Stoam-IRiilor ( I9iy”‘20. 

(9) .\(lniiiiistrtttion Uopnrt of tip* Ilowruli HriO);**, 1919 20. 


IMHT oK CAI/M' ITA 

244. 1'he nninlMir of Pilots, including I.,eadsinen .Apprentices, in the 
Bengal Pilot Service at the end of the year was (JU .against the .sanctioned nnnilter 
of 74. of these 14 were; on long Ic^ave <»r on de|)ulation to military <lnly. Nine 
Leadsmen Apprentices were :ip(»oiiifed during the year. 'I’liere were four 
casualties in tlie service. As in tin* previous y(*ar the systeem of guaranteed 
minimum remunc'ration was contiamal with a view- U) compens.ale Pilots for 
the decrease in the normal earnings. 

245. The number of vessels piloted inwards was 1,124 with a gross 
tonnage of 4,788,(jl(), ami outwards 1,102 with a gross tonnage of 4,087.403. 
Vessels drawing over 21 fc*et piloted inwards and outwards were. 355 and 720, 
respectively. 

No vessel was neaped inwards or outwards during the year for want of 
sufficient depth of water oyer the bars. No vessel was detained at tin* Sand 
heads for want of pilots. 

240. The receipts from |)ilotagc fees were Us. 10,80,472 against 
Us. 10,42,874 and Us. 8,63,700 for the two preceding years. 

247. There were 35 cases of grounding Jind eight of colli.sion during the 
year. As the result of the collisions one steamer and two cargo I stats were 
sunk. Suitable action was taken wliere a Pilot was found, to Ite in fault. 

248. Sixteen cases of casualties to ves.sels were referred to Sjtecial 
Courts of Enquiry. 

249. Seventy-six candidates, of whom 20 passed, apfteared in the 
examinations for colonial and home-trade certificates .df competency as 
Master, Mate or Engineer of sea-going ves-sels. Out of a total immlter oT 
690 candidates, 166 passed the examinations for certificates of competency 
as Master, Serang, Engineer and Engine-driver under the Inland Steam 
Vessels Act, I of 1917. 
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250. The total niunter of vessels that entered the port waa 842 of which 
238 were sea going vessels, 523 inland steiimers and 81 native sailing vessels, 
with a total gross tonnage of 480,004. The total number of departure was 
835, including 230 sea going vessels, 510 inland steamers and 80 native sail- 
ing vessels, with a total gross tonnage of 470,040. 

251. There were two casualties to vessels, of which one resulted in the 
total loss of the ves.sel and the other was a case of grounding. No Marine 
C/Ourt, of En<iuiry was held. 

252. ( ’andidate.s nuiiitering 158, of whom 04 passed sat in the examina- 
tionfi for certificate.s of (•oin|>etcm v as Master, Serang, Engineer and Engine- 
driver under the Inland .Steam Ve.s.sel.s Act, J of 1017. 

SIHIM’INtJ OFKK.KS, CALCUTTA AND KIDUBKKuaE. 

253. The/evenue of the Shi|)ping Offices amounted to Rs. 1,26,938 and 
the expenditure to Ks. 84,438 against Ks. 86,356 and Rs. 60,250, respectively, 
in the preceding year. 

254. 'I'he munixcr of sc;ainen shipped and discharged was*. — 


Shipfmt, 


l!»IH li). l‘>l'.)-liU. 


1 )ecl*tfa^e. 

Kurt»p«an ... ‘.KUi 57. ^ 

Intiiiiii ... 


361 

4.'').o4i 

SJ{)2 
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ilMH PJ 
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KiirOfM'au ... ... 1,74<I l,(H>5 

lutiiau ... ... 


741 

27JS5 .YM\H7 



There were 80 Anglo Indians shipi)cd under Euro})can articles and 322 


under Indian articles. 


CUriTAC.OXCi SUIl’JMNU UKFICE. 

255. The revenue of the (.3iiUagong Ship|)ing Office amounted to 
Us. 1.040 and the* expenditure to Ks. 650 against Rs. 1,957 and Rs. 580, 
respectively, in the previous year. 

2.‘>6. The aumlHir of seiunen of all nationalities shij)j)ed and discharged 
during the year under report, was 148 and 755 respectively agaiinst 174 and 
603 in the previous year. 

UEAl.Tll OF THE FOUI'S oF CALCUTTA AND CUFfTAcJONCl. 

257. The outstanding feature of the year was tlie large increase in the 
work of the department, owing to the re-introduction of the medical examina- 
tiem of the pas.sengers and crew of all vessels arriving from Indian ports, 
which had f>reviously Ixx^n discontinued since the year 1900. Vnder the in- 
structions of the (jovernraent of India, the port sanitary rules were amended 
by the local tJoveriunent in order to aulhori.se the inspection of all coasters 
and vessels arriving from or Ixmtid for Rangoon. Thig procedure was insti- 
tuted with the objec t of controlling the spread of epidemic influenza and 
pneumonia by means of ships. 

Roth at Caleutta and at Chittagong, the disinfection of vessels of 
various classes continued to l)e carried out with special reference to plague. 
A nmnlx*r of vesvsels entering the portivere also claytonised at Calcutta. 
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Under the orders of the local Government, a detailed investigation 
of the pollution of the Hooghly was l)egun in March IhlO and concluded in 
September 1920. 

To protect India from yellow fe\*er, the Government of India 
anointed a representative committee which met at Calcutta during the month 
ot Febmary in 1920. 

The (iovernment of Bengal have started a detailed im^uiry in 
regard to stegomyia control in the ports of Calcutta and Chittagong. 


IIKAI.TII (»!■• TIIK l»*»UT oK I'.M.l'UTTA. 

258. The number of inward bound vessids inspected on the river and «i»«p«oMon« 
in do<'1<s after arrival ro.se from 4dd to 004 and that of outward bound ve.ssels 
inspected ro.se from 525 to 700. 

The number of crew and pa.sserjgers of both outward and inwaril bound 
ves.sels inspected, rejected and disinfected during the year is furnished in 
the following statement; — 


Vk 8.8 k;ji. 
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Outwartl liouiul 
Inward 


(;0d)0s 


62 


14,214 I 


:i2,StU) 10,4 70 


.Altogether lO.OOR cargo boats were inspecte<l by the Port Sanitary 
In.spector against 11.000 in lOlH. 

250. 'I'here were IH deaths reported to hav(‘ oci'urreil in hos])itals during 
the year. I'he adniissi<in-rate to hospitals for all <li.scascs calculated on 
arrival figures was 45 42 [ler mille. 

1’here were lOd admission for venereal disea, ses repiesenting 15 
per cei’t. of the total number of admissions. 

200. Accor<ling to the last census the Asiatii' population of the port is 
25,848. The total number of deaths reportiMl during the year was 111 of 
which BO were due to cholera, 22 to aceidents and 10 to drowning. 

201. There was a severe outbreak of cholera, at No. H Jetty shell 
amongst the intending passengers for Hangooii. .Arrangements were made, 
in consultation with the Health Olhcer of the Corporation of Calcutta, to 
locate the pa.ssenger.s at the Surinam Depot, where the British India Steam 
Navigation {'ompany co-operated hy supplying rice and dTil, etc., to the 
passengers, There w'ns also another onthreak of cholera arnong.st the returned 
pilgrims from the Ganga Sagar rnela in January 1919. 
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262. The general sanitation of the port wa.s, on the whole, satisfactory. o«n*r«i. 

The Port wa,s free from plague. a,s it has lieen for the la.st 14 years. 

Al)out a dozen cases of influenza were detected on hoard steainers l»ound 
from Rangoon, Calcutta. Singapore and Mauritius. Tn none of these ve.ssels 
was the disease found in epidemic form, and there was no death. 

There was an outbreak of l)eri l)eri in a mild epidemic form on hoard an 
American steamer S.S. Pariney Ixmnd from Torriveja, Spain. 

263. The total number of vessels inspected was 215„ against 30 in the ln■p•otlotM <»f 
previous year. This increase is due to the ins[)e< tion of coasting ve.ssels both *••••'•* 
coming and going. The latter accounted for three-fourths of the total 

number. 

AGKNC’Y FOR GOVKKSMK.VT CON'SIONMKN’TS. 

264. The total receipts of the Agenc y for the year were Rs. 10,10,645 pmano*. 
and the expenditure was Rs. 9,43,226. 

265. The tonnage dealt with was 62,966, including 1,099,846 pack- 
i^s and 75,618 firebricks. 

The total value of freight bills yjnssed by the Agency was Rs. 6,72,256. 
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mSQAh BMOKE NUISANCBS COMMISSION. 

266. The Commission held 12 meetings during the year for the trans- 
action of their business. 

267. The number of observations of smoke emission taken was 9,943 and 
the number of factories visited for instruction, etc., was 3,238. 

The average emission of the controlled smoke in the denser grades 
expressed in terms of stiale 6 has been reduced to 1-23 minutes in the hour 
from 1.27 minutes in the previous year. This is the lowest average on record. 
A very interesting account is given in the report of the successful efforts 
made to redilce offensive smoke from oil burning steamer.s during their stay 
in the port. 

Satisfactory pnigross has lieen made in laying down new plants. 
Plan.s of 54 installations were examined and passed during the year, as com- 
pared with 47 in the previous year. 

The numlxjr of complaints rec;eived during the year from the general 
public was 58 against 48 in 1918-19, The ( ’ommission re{>ort that, on ’inves- 
tigati<»n, manv of the comi)laints were found to he not only justified but 
ne(msary in the interests of public health. The number of offences reported 
to owners <ff furnaces for departmental action was 1,260, the results being 
in most cases satisfactory. 

2flH. Statutory warnings were .served and prosecutions undertaken in 
16 and II i;as<*s. respectively, the corresponding figures for the two previous 
years l)eing 2il and 18 in 15)18 19, and 60 and 36 in 1917-18. The reduction 
in the nuTiilH'r of pro.secution.s, which is the low'e.st on record, was due largely 
to the employment of trained firemen and the mse of improved in.stallations, 
and, as it was accompanied by a general reduction in smoke nuisances of all 
kimls. is particularly .satisfactory. 

'I'he numlM'r of electric motors installed was 168, or almost double 
the nuinlHM’ installed in the previous year. A large numl>er of gas appliances 
was also installed with a resulting diminution in the amount of smoke emitted. 
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269, The year under review l)eing the fir.st complete year after the 
cessation of * hostilities has brought nlM)ut a marked improvement in the 
condition of the Trust and the trade of the I’ort, as illustrated by the follow- 
ing comparative statistics of traffic 
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The figures show that there has been a marked increa.se under every head 
in comparison with the figures of the preceding year. 

270. 'fhe total income amounted to Us. 2,23,55.613 agaimst the revised 
estimate of Us. 2,10.04,056 for the year under review and the actuals of 
Us. 1,90,58.513 of the preceding year. 

271. The ex|HMnliture on lievenue acrount amounted to Us. 2,25,51,874 
as against the revi.sed estimate of U.s. 2,14.26,897 for the year and 
Us. 1,84,14,423 the actual ex{)enditure for the previous year. 

272. The chief capital works in progre.ss during the year were 

(a) The rfverside lierths at Garden Ueach. 

(b) Ueconst ruction of No. 3. Calcutta Jetty. 

(c) New’ four-storied Tea Warehouse in Hide Road. 

(</) Ueclamation work and land acquisition in connection with the 
new dock scheme. 

(e) Purchn.se of the sloop " Pansy ” from the Admiralty to replace 
the Despatch Vessel ‘‘ Retriever.” 

273. The total liabilities of tlie Trust on capital account at the close of 
the year amounted to Us. 9;84 crores. while the total assets were Rs. 14-.16 
crores. The difference of Rs. 4-32 crores is the largest on record. 



The following table shows the Income and hzpenditure of the Calcutta 
Port Trust during the year 1919-20 together with hgures of the previous year. 
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274. The ordinary receipts of the Port Fund during the year under 
review amounted to Rg. 5,41,713 (exclusive of the ordinary Governomt grant 
of Rs. 1,50,000 for the improvement of the Port), as against Rs. 2,28,310 in 
the preceding year. Further grants were made by Governmentof Rs. 3,25,000 
for revetment work and of its. 8,00,000 for the purchase of the Dredger 
“ Pelican.” This latter grant has not been utilised, als the ” Pelican ” 
was found unsuitable for the Port. 

The increase was mainly due to the general improvement of trade follow- 
ing the termination of the war. 

275. The ordinary expenditure of the Port Fund for the year amounted 
to Rs. 6.51 .538 as against Rs. 4,60,263 of the previous year. The increase 
was mainly due to an all-round increase of pay of the Port Commissioners’ 
employees, the grant of a Ixmus of a month’s pay to clerks, repairs to the 
(kanmiHsioners’ buildings, increased cost of stores and the purchase of a new 
motor launch for river survey work. The capital expenditure from the Port 
I'und during the year amounted to Rs. 2.62.348. 

276. The value of the I’ort Commissioners’ properties, as estimate<l on 

the 31. St March 1626, stands at Rs. 50.61, 461, and the liabilities, excluding 
loans fr<»m (Jovernment for revetment work, at Hs. 1.27,642. The increased 
rates of river dues, mooring ami unmooring charges, port dues, etc., which 
were adofited during the previous year, as a war mciusure continued during 
the year. * 

277. TIh' dredger ‘‘ Karnafuli 1 ” worked at the Outer and Inner Bars 
for 156 days dredging 7.172.2(M) cid>ic feet. 

278. 'I’he total value of foreign and coasting sea-borne trade shows an 
impnnemenf of (tver 62 per cent, over that of (he previous year. 

276. 'Fhe general health of the Port was good. 


IIOWKMI lUilDliK, 

280. 'I’he year began \vith deficit on Bevcmie account of K«. 3,22,156. 

281. 'Phe income of the Bridge <lnriiig the \ear amounted to Rs. 3,61.254 
as against Rs. 3,74,648 of the prei'eding year. 'Phe e.xpenditure was 
Rs 3.51,6t>4 against Rs. 2.63,8(J3 of (be previous year, so tliat the closing 
deficit on the 31st March H)20 was Rs. 2,82,866. 

'Pile nuuilM'r of accidents during the year was 37 as compared with 
35. 36. 17 and f 1 in (he [ueceding buir years. 

'Phe Bridge was opened during tiie year on 306 occasions, 52 being day 
openings and 257 night openings. 

'Phe ty|>e of the proposed new bridge has not lieen finally decided, 
hut this inifiortant question is under the consideration of Covcrnmcni in com- 
munication with the interests concerned. 


IlKNUAl, sTKAM lloIl.KKS t O.MM ISSIO.N. 

282. The total numlier of boilers on the registers for Calcutta and other 
[ilact's within the jurisdiction of the Cointiiissioners was 5,663 against 5,735 
in the previous vear. Altogether 5.452 Ixiilers were inspected during the 
rear. One hunc'lred and forty-two boilers were struck off the boiler registers 
during the year, as they had not lieen presented for survey over five 
consecutive years or had l)een removed out of jurisdiction or condemned as 
unfit for further service. Six hundred and seventy-five boilers w'ere not pre- 
sentee! for inspection lieing temfiorarily out of use or undergoing repairs. 

283 The total receipts and cxjwnditure during the year were 
Rs. 1,11.450 and Rs. 88,286 as against Rs., 1,20,166 and Rs. 81,849, respec- 
tively. during the previous year. 
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CHAPTER IV. PRODUCTION AND DISTRIBUTION. 


Agriculture. 


[Re{>ort oil the Airri 'ultural IVpartmoMt. H.-nijal. for tho year rixiin^ lUst March 1020). 

284. Mr. R. S. Finlow ollU’i.itod as Director of AKficiiltiire dorinp the 

year under review from the 13th May, when Mr. S. Milliijan went on Itnive. 
Mr. K. Mcl..ean, De}jutv Director, was in charge of the Kastern ('ircle; and 
Rai Rajeswar Djis (iiupta Bahadur, Deputy Diret'tor. held charge of the 
We-stern Circle in addition to the Northern Circle during Mr, Smith’s 
absence on leave from the former circle. Mr. Hector, the I',conomic 
Botanist, officiated as Agricultural Chemist till the 15th December 1919. 
w'hen he handed over charge of the current duties of these ollices to 
Mr. K. Mcl.x'an on his appointment as ofliciating Imperial Kconomic 
Botanist at Pusa. During the year an important change wa.s made by the 
formation of a Lower Subordinate Agricultural Service of Demonstrators, 
on a time scale of Rs. 30 2/2 50 a month, with the ultimate intention of 

placing one demonstrator in each thana ( police .station) . 

285. Lhe number of students from Bengal at the Agricultural College 
at Saliour in the jirovince of Bihar and Orissa rose from 32 in the previous year 
to 43 in the year under review; of thc.se, seven held scholarships awarded by 
District Boards, three by Government and one by the Fducation Dejiartment. 
Ten pa.s.sed the final examination. 

Of two Agricultural Vernacidar Si-hools at Dacca and Chinsura for tfie 
training of the sons of cultivators in improvements in [mrely practical agri- 
culture. the e.stablishnient of which was .sanctioned lust year, the one at 
Dacca was ofiened in danuary 1J)20; and the other is expected to be completed 
in the current year. Helj) has also been afforded to two .secondary schools 
in the teaching of agriculture. Steps were taken to work out the s< heme for 
the Agricultural In.stitute at Dacca on the lines recomniended by the Lniver 
sity Commission and for the acipiisition of land for the same. The scheme 
aims at giving to young men who have alreaily taken a course of pure .science 
a thoroughly practical agricultural education up to the highest standaril. 

286. The results of the research work during the year reveal that the 
new classic races, the kakya liombai variety of jute and the inf/msail variety 
of paddy, are likely to lie.surfiassed by other races discovered by a jirocess of 
.selection by the Department. Two strains of ('orrhorvs r(i/>.tnlnris have now, 
it is reported, definitely beaten kakya liombai. They are not atta(;ked by 
the obscure disea.se known as chlorosis. “ Chinsura Green,” a race of 
('orchorvs olitorius, has been foun<l tf> have an outstanding yielding capacity. 
A race of winter paddy, dudsar, has been discovered, which, it is hoped, will 
give a slightly better yield than indrasail and it ripens slightly earlier. The 
experiments in transplanting kafaktara nos rice, were continued with success 
ful results in Western Bengal. 

One thousand eight hundred and twelve maunds fif kakya liombai 
seed were sold at cost price. A total of alxnit 4,800 maunds of indrasail 8ee<l 
was distributed in ten-pound j)acket.s on cornlition that an eipiivalent amount 
should be returned after the harvest. There has U'en little extension of cul 
tivation of this variety of rice, as the cultivators appear to have kept 
their surplus stocks for consumption and not ffir seed, but it is reporttMl that 
the area under kakya Bombai was doubled during the year under review. 
It is noticeable that the cultivator is lieginning to realise that it is worth 
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A 

while to pay a high price for a snperior seed sapplied by the Df^artmemt 
and that he has now got over his former diffidence in accwting advice offered 
him by its officers. As a result of the work on the Buriraat farm, cul- 
tivators in the tieighbourhood have b^un to grow Sumatra tobacco; and a 
Co-operative Sale Society has been formed amongst them in order to enable 
.them to procure the best market for their produce. A keen demand exists 
for the tanm variety of sugarcane, which has been tentatively diosen as the 
cane most suitable for distribution. On the other hand the results of cotton 
cultivation are, owing to natural conditions, not encouraging. The demand 
for iKinemeal for transplanted paddy in the Burdwan Division has exceeded 
the f|ijantity available for supply. I'he cultivation of ground-nut in that 
division continues to expand; and demonstrations have now been extended to 
unfertile high lamls in the distri<‘t of Nadia. Sf>ecial attention was paid 
(luring the year to fK»pularising the cultivation of rubi crops in the Kajsnahi 
Division, where 1 .H(K) maund.s of seed were sold. Valuable services were also 
rendered in the distribution by sale or loan of 15.100 maunds of rabi seeds 
in the areas atfeeded by the cyclone of the 24th September. Good work is 
l>eing done in Government and Court of Wards’ estates in ))opularising the 
use of improved se<Hl. 

2h 7 District farms at Mymensingh, Coinilla and Bogra, the establish- 
ment of which was sanctioned in lOIH 10, were opened during the year under 
review, rreparations are in pr(*gre.ss for starting similar farms in .some other 
districts. In addition to the cooperation of the District Boards of 
Palma and Bakarganj mentioned last year, the District Board of Faridpur 
has come forward witli an offer of a site for a farm in that district. Some 
Di.stricf Boards are also emf)loying officers of their own to carry out demons- 
tration, s of the inifiroved agricultural produce recommended by the Agri- 
cultural Department. 

2HH. As mentioned last year, resolution No. (531 T.R., dated the 7th 
dune 191 h. was published during this year, explaining the organization and 
policy of the department. In that resolution the necessity of private effort 
as an im[)ortant factor in agricidtural develojinient was emphasised and the 
fcirmation of [irivate agricultural associations of practical agriculturists to 
that end commended. Much .snlisfactorv work, on these lines has already 
lieeii done. ’I'here are nearly 200 such as-sociatioUvS in the Burdwan Division. 
Over 1(K) rural a.ssociations have liecn formed in K.astern Bengal, there has 
also lH*en .some extension in Northern Bengal. With some exceptions they 
are doing useful work. As a result of that resolution, District Boards have 
also come forward to co-operate with Government in the development of 
agriculture, hv helping in the e8tal>lishment of farms. 

2H9. (’nttle and fodder investigations at Rangpur (’attle Farm 
were rigorously prose{‘uted during the year under review. Progress was 
also made in the investigation of diseases. 

2tKl TIkmv has Iteen further firogress in the development of sericulture. 
The rweipts from the sale of Government-examined seeds of silk worms 
increas<‘d hy 35 {>er cent. Twenty-eight j>er cent, of the total seed consumed 
is now reported to lie Government -examined seed. There has been a substan- 
tial expansion of mulberry cultivation on account of the gwd prices now 
obtainable for silk. The question of the reorganization of the sericultural 
branch of the department came under examination during the year; and sanc- 
t ion has lieen received for the creation of the appointment of a special Deputy 
Director of Sericqlutre. 

291. An important event of the year was the inaugural meeting of the 
Board of the Agricultural Department opened by His Excellency the Gover- 
nor on the I81h March 1920. To it a large number of visitors representative 
of the country was invited, and many questions of practical interest were 
discussed. 

292. The department assisted at a number of agricultural exhibitions 
during the vear. It is under contemplation to have small Government 
exhibitions annually at each district farm in order to develop a competitive 
spirit in the raising of good produce by the distribution of prizes. 
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Fisheries. 


ftispi^rt on tlis l^epartmeni of Fishrrtcie. Urngsi sni! Bihar atui Orisum, for thr year eiidini^ 

the 31t<t March 19:20.] 

• 

293. Dr. Baini Prashad, Siiperiiit^dent of Fisheries, oliiciated for Mr. 
Southwell as Director of Fisheries during the year, when he left the depart- 
ment to take up an appointment in the Zoologii'al Survey of India. 
Mr. Southwell whilst on leave resigned his a|>f)oint.ment. Mr. B. Das, 
Superintendent of Fisheries, unfortunately <lied at Cuttack on the 24th 
Septeinl)er 1919. The department thus lost the whole of its permanent super- 
ior staff during the year. 

This state of affairs pn^veil a severe handicap to the department. 
Scientific research work suffered owing to the lime taken up in ortlin.arv 
administrative w'ork; an<l all projects for the development of the ilepartment 
were kept in alieyance. The year however .saw the introdmdion of the experi- 
ment of Di.strict Fishery Officers in the three distrii ts of Daccra. KImlna ami 
Puri. These officers were mainly employed in making a com]>letc* Mirvey of 
fi.sheries ami in the initiation of co operative societies amongst lishermcn. 
1'hey have made a satisfactory .start. 

Hilsn investigations during the year were hroiight to an abrupt close 
by the cyclone of the 24th Septemlx'r ttHtk Hut it is satisfactory to note 
that the [irohleni of the l»rt*eding of carp in ('oniined waters is n'ported to he 
in process of being .solved. The scheme for the establishimuit of ;i ceiitre for 
inve.stigations in the culture of carp is under the consideration of (lovern 
ment. 

The total nninher of .selected fry supplied to the public by the department 
amounted to 8hO,.u(K) again.st 524.000 .supplied during the year 1*.MH-19. 
including 100, 0(K) snpjilieil free of cost to fishermen in the district of 
Baiikura during the famine. 'I'lie fry supplied by the Department appears 
to be gaining in popularity. 

Seven new' co-operative societies of fishermen were estahlished during 
the year, four in Bengal and three in Bihar and Ori.ssa. Six of these societii^s 
were organised by the District Fishery Officers. 1'he total nnmher w'as 212 
in Bengal and 7 in Bihar and Oris.sa. 


Weather and Crops. 

[Sttanoii atj<l Crop Heport of Bt-ngal for the year 1911D20 ; (Vop forfcastH i*f for tint yt^ir 

1919-20. Agi it'olturHi SutistioH of fudia. Volume f.] 

294. In March and the lieginiiiiig of April there was a prolonged ch«i*ii«t«ror 
drought which delayed the sowing of hhndoi cixips, aspecially in Northern and 
Eastern Bengal. It also caused premature flowering of some early sown jute. 

F'avouiable weather in the latU‘r part of A|>ril enabled large areas of jute 
and low-land paddy to lie sown, and late-sown crops in [larticular were 
benefited by the moderate rainfall and slow rise of the rivers in May. .hine 
was also a good month. In the latter part of .July and the greater part of 
i^ugust the rainfall was unevenly distributed; for, whereas Western Bengal 
had ample and even in places excessive rainfall, there wfas a general defi- 
ciency throughout Eastern and Nortliern Bengal. In Eastern and North- 
ern ^ngal, too, the rivers were much lower than usual, w'ith the result that 
steeping of jute and transplanting of paddy were seriously delayed. These 
operations were, however, accelerated ny the rain that fell in the latter part 
of August and in the first part of September. In September the rainfall 
was generally in excess, and the heavy rain during the cyclone in Eastern 
Bengal saved! a large area of late transplanted paddy. Defective rain in 
Octoter, however, somewhat adversely affected the yield of the latter ci'op 
on higher lands. The rainfall in Nov^ber was generally above the average 
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iiiici greatly facilitated the sowings of spring crops, but the long drought in 
Deceinlier and January was unmvourable for their further development. 
T’he February rain, though late, was mainly beneficial, especially to summer 
rice, but damage was done in places by too heavy rain or by hail. On the 
whole, the season may be regarded as satisfactory for autumn and winter 
crops and fair for spring crops. 

I’he following table furnishes the estimated area and outturn in 1919-20 
of hhtidoi, fufham and rabi crops, as cxjmpared with the corresponding esti- 
mates of the j»reviouH year: ~ 
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21>r). Weather conditiotis in the l)egiiining of the season were generally 
favourul)lc in West Heiigal, but less favourable in North and East Bengal 
(ming to insnlliiiient rainfall. (’onsw|nently, .sowings which coniinenced at 
the usual time in West Bengal finished sofnewhat late in North and East 
Bengal. (i()o<l rainfall in June favoured the growth of the crofts. Heavy 
rautfall in .Inly and in the early ftart of Angn.st cau.sed damage in the districts 
of the l’resid(‘ii( v Division. Mttoghly. Hogra, Pabna. Malda, Faridpur and 
Bakargan j. Sttme injiiry by in.sect.s wa.sal.so reported from the 24-I’argana.s, 
Jessoie and .lalftaigiiri. On the wliole, however, the sea.son was decitledly 
ladter than that of 1918. and the outturn of the different hhadoi crops of 
tlje jtruvim’e was returned at 85 jter cent, of the normal, as against 7/ per 
cent, repoiietl in 1918. 

290. 'File weather was, on ac(‘Ount of drought unfavourable for the sow- 
ing of the low l.'ind croj) in late February and early March. Only about 30 
per cent, of the low laud crop was sown at the normal time, and even this was 
so .severely alTtn-ted by the drought that f>reniature flowering took place on a 
wi<le scale. In East ami North Bengal a very large area was sown, in low 
lamls as well as in high lands, during the favourable weather of the latter 
f)urt of April; and tlie late sown low land crof), in particular, wtis lienefited 
by the comparatively scaiitv rainfall and the slow rise of the rivers in East 
liengal in May. In West Bengal a g(M>d deal of jute w'as sown on .somewhat 
heavy rain at the beginning of May; but insuflicient rain afterw'ards hindered 
furtlier sowings until the end of May and. in some places, till the lieginiiiiig 
of June. Sulwetfuently. With the excef)tii>n of parts of West Bengal, where 
the rainfall was rather Ux) heavy, tlie season was generally excellent for the 
jute crop, which made great progre.ss in conse<pience. There was a certain 
amount of damage by insects, but nothing serious anywhere. The total 
outturn of the crop is returned at 7.567.832 bales of 400 lbs., against 
6.348,829 bales hist vwir, an increase of 1,219,003 bales. 

297. Tl^ wejtther was favourable throughout for the broadcast aman 
rice crops. In We.st Bengal it was also exceptionally good for transplanted 
nman rice in the period July Sept eml>er. Insufficient rain in October, 
however, affected the yield on high lands to a slight extant. In F'ast and 
North Bengal the conditions were not g(xxl for transplanted rice in July and 
August, owing to deficient rainfall during this period. At one time matters 
looicecl soraewnat serious, and large areas were transplanted at a later date 
than is u.sual. In Beptemlier, however, the rainfall was generally in excess. 
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and the heavy rain caused bv the cyclone in East Bengal did great good to 
transplanted rice. On the whole the broadcast aman rice was very good, and 
the transplanted rice crop was satisfactory. The Provincial outturn was 
estimated at 89 per cent, of the normal against 77 per cent, last year. 

298. At planting time the ^rmination of the crop was retarded in 
places owing to insufficient rainfall. Subsequently, till Uie end of September, 
the weather conditions were generally good, though some damage was caused 
by ejwcessive rainfall in parts of Nadia, iles.st>re. Bnrdwan, Pahnu, Farid- 
pur and Noakhali. The cyclone in Flastern Bengal did considerable damage 
to the crop in Dacca, Faridpur and parts of Mymensingh. Lack of rain 
after the lieginning of Octolier also tendetl to snoil wdiat anio' otherwise a 
good season. The outturn for the province woikciI out at 89 f>er cent, of 
the normal, against 77 per cent, last year. 

299. The weather was generally ginid at the sowing time. Sub- 
sequently, the long spell of drought, which prevailed in December and 
January, greatly interfered with the growth of crops; but the Ft'bruary rain- 
fall, though late, was, on the whole, Ixuiehcial, cspei ially to summer paddy. 
Damage by iivsects was reported from Jesstire and .lalpaiguri. The .season, 
though not altogether favourable, wa.s lietter than last year. The outturn of 
the different crops for the proviiK^e as a whole was 8*2 per cent, of the 
normal. ag)ainst 72 [>er cent, in 1918. 

300. The weather was not generally fav«>nrable, especially in tlie (’hitta 
gong Hill Tracts, where heavy rain in duly and August affected tin* early 
crop. Good weJither for both late and early crops prevailed in Se|»tember 
and Octolier. but rainfall in t lie middle of NovctuIwt l aused considerable dam 
age in the Chittagong Hill Tracts. The dry weather in December and .lann 
ary lienefited the late crop. On the whole Uie .season vva.s fair for the lale 
crop, hnf unfavourable for the early crop. The total outturn of cotton (liotli 
early and lati*), exclusive of Mill I ippei’a, was estimated at 21,085 bahw this 
year, against 28,713 bales in 1918. 

301. The total cropped a H'awas returned at 28, soo, :{(>() ,'u rcs .agjuiist 
28.980.100 acres for the nrevious year. Figures for the jirincipal crops are 
given in the following table;--- 
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302. During the greater part of the year the prices of staple food crofis, 
e.s{)ecial!y those of rice, were unprecedentedly high, owing to p(K>r har'csts 
throughfmt India in the previous year, and al.so to various causes ari.sing 
out of the Nvar. In the lieginning the prices of rice w'ere somew'hat alKjve 
the normal level; from August they rose continuously till the end of Noveiu 
her, when they liegan to fall, partly as a result of the importatiim of Burma 
rice and partly lieeau.se of the coming on to the market of the earliest pro- 
duce of tne new crop. In spite of better than average i rops thronghont 
India, and especially in Bengal, the [irice of cleaned rice had only declined 
by a^iut Re. 1-9 jief maund, or 18 [ler cent., up to the end of March 1920 
liiis is to lie attributed to the world causes already referred to. and shows 
that Indian prices are governed by these. The .tute market flu< luated a 
good (leal. July, August and Septemlier saw a period of record prices, 
during which cultivators realised as much as Rs. ^ per maund for their 
jute Subsequently, the value of lower priced fibre declined from about 
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wmwwTiow Hg. 10 or more to about Rs. 4. There remained, however, a wide margin 
between the price of different grades, *ai^ Rs. 12 or more coaid be obtained 
for good quality fibre at the end of the period under review. The prices of 
winter rice (ccanmon) at the time of harve^ ran«d from Rs. 5-10 per maond 
at Bogra to Ks. 8 per maund at Hooghly, and those of autumn rice from 
Rs. 4 j^r maund at Malda to Rs. 9-8 per maund at Jesaore. 


Co-operative Sooletles. 


<m tlio of Co-operative Hocietiea in bengul for the year 1^19-20. 

{ficiia, Part II— Commercial.] 
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303. During the year under report the total number of societies increas- 
ed from 4,256 to 5,408 and of members from 179,007 to 217,175,' while the 
working capital rose from Rs. 2,30.80,156 to Rs. 2,82,61,564. The great^t 
demand for new societies was in the area afl'ected by the cyclone of we 24th 
and 25th September. Thirty-eight societies were liquidated during the year 
as against 81 in the previous* year; and 39 were (dosed without ret^oun^ to 
liquidation. 

304. The Bengal I’rovincial Co operative Federation, Limited, contin- 
u«*d to makeg<x>d progress and to render a.ssistance to its affiliated societies in 
investingi their idle funds. The profit for the year ending 30th June 1920 
amounted to Rs, 30,580 aguin.st Its. 17,511 of thejirevious year. The member- 
ship increased from 57 to 69, share capital from Rs. 2,08,950 to Rs. 2,59.075, 
while Rs. 6,643 has l>een transferred to the reserve fund. The working 
(capital has decreased from Rs. 19.63,069 to Rs. 19,58,550. This is ascribed 
to the fact that deposits carrying high rates of interest are being gradually 
[laid off and fresh cieposits are’ lieing aocefited only at a lower rate of interest. 

305. The numlier of central banks increased from 58 to 64, their work- 
ing capital from Rs. 82J lakhs to Rs. 104 lakhs and their paid u[) share capi- 
tal from Rs. Ilf lakhs to Rs. 13f lakhs. The Central Banks advanced Rs. 
5()J lakhs and recovered Rs. 36^ lakhs against Rs. 32| lakhs and Rs. 23 lakhs, 
res[ie(!tively, in 1918 19, The large increase in the amount of loans is attri- 
buted to the havoc wrought liv the cyclone and the general high range of 
prices; at the same time collections represented on the amount of outstand- 
ing loans 51 [ler cent, against 39 per cent, of the previous year. 

The numlier of unions decreased from 12 to 6 in the year under review. 

306. Agricultural societies increased in number from 3,923 at the end 
of 1018 19 to 4,977 at the end of the year under review. Ninety-two per cent, 
of those societies arc credit so<‘ieties. whose memliership has risen from 
128,471 to 147,923. working capital from Rs. 86^ laklis to Rs. 104 lakhs, 
and paid-up share capital from Ks. 65.252 to Rs. 1^ lakhs. The increase in 
share capital is due to the adoption of the share system in order to make the 
societies financially independent. 

The most important developments amongst agricultural ncin-credit 
aoc,ietiea have taken place in irrigation societies in llankura and in milk 
societies near Calcutta. The possibilities of irrigation societies in Bankura 
are receiving the siiec'ial attention of the co-operative department, and it is 
hop^ that they will be able to take advantage of the provisions of the Bengal 
Agricultural and Sanitary Drainage Act which was recently passed in 
Council. The number of milk societies has increased from 19 to 40, which 
supply frona 42 to 52 roaunds of milk per day to Calcutta. The Naogaon 
Ganja Cultiv'ators’ Co-operative Society made a net profit of Rs. If lakhs 
during the year and continued its career of general usefulness in spheres 
other than ganja cultivation. The Sunderbans Supply and Sale Society 
made a profit ot Rs. 7,035; the society has now decided to erect granaries for 
storing, and to purchase machinery for husking paddy. 

307. The number of non-agricultural societies has risen from 262 to 360 
and the number of members from 36,091 to 50,091. The working capital hat 
also increased from Rs. 86 J lakhs to R*. 47| lakhs. 
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> Amongst non-agricultural societies the most remarkable advance was 
in the d^and for Store and Supply societies, of which the numla^r increased 
from 18 to 65. The increase is due to the prevailing high prices. Such 
societies are, it is reported, doing well on the whole, whilst the liemand is on 
the increase. There was an increase of 20 non-agricultural cre«lit societies 
and of 28 societies amongst weavers. In this connection the Bankura Dis-, 
trict CJo-operative Industrial Union continued its useful activity. It pro- 
vided employment for 650 families of weavers, supplied hnished cloth worth 
Bs. 1,37,668 and made a profit of Ks. 7,351 . 

308. The Bengal Co-operative Organisation Society which also aims at 
being a central bureau of information and advice on matters relating to co- 
operation, continued to do useful {>ropagan<la work by means of lectures and 
through its organs, “ The Bengal, Bihar and Orissa Cooperative Journal ” 
and the “ Bhandar.” Un<ler the auspices of the society six public lectures 
were delivered in Calcutta. Tiie society also held confereiu-es at Khulna 
and at Bhangiiria in Pabna district at which medals and watche.s were pre- 
sented to the secretaries of the best managed rural societies. 

309. The Officers of the Agricultural and Co-operative DeparUnents 
continued to work together and co-ordinate their efforts. The co-operative 
societies in many' places have {Kipularised- /fou/fj/t/ jute, linlrnmil 
paddy, green manure and ground nut. The Sericnltural Department- luus 
rendered great assi.stanc'e to the co-operative siniieties in Malda. 


Horticulture. 


[Annuil Ko|K)rt of tlit* Koyiii Botanu; fUnlari an*) other j^nnhnia in Cnioittia aioJ of tlio Botiuiit* 

Gartitni, Darjtu'liiig^ for IIh? year 1919 * 20 . J 

310. During the latter half of the year under report weather conditions 
were somewhat ahnormal, and the rainfall was cxcc.ssive. The garden for 
tunatoly escajied the cyclone, which caused heavy damage t-o lr(*e.s and dwell 
ing houses in the Ea.stern Bengal. 

The year bail been particularly well suited for the disjilay of ctild 
weather annuals, which were supplementeil by the importation of platils 
usually seen in India in the hills only, to add to the attract ivene.ss of the 
collection. Three vi.stas opened last year have re.snlfe(l in a great improve 
inent to the garden. About 50 young trees and shnihs were planted out, 
nearly half of them being specie.s new to the garden. 

311. Over 40,000 young trees ami shrubs were distrihnU'd and some 

2,200 plants were received. Alwut 2,300 packages and 135 Ihs. of seeds, 
mostly of trees and shruljs, were distributed within and outside India, to 
Government or other institutions .and to private partie.s t.liroughont the 
Briti.sh Kinpire. A considerable quantity, including jialm seed, went l-o 
Delhi. Over 400 packets and 00 lbs. of seed were received, exclusive of two 
barrels of ra.ahogany seed, from Kew. , 

312. Work was carried out in the IIerh.arium with the aid of tlie Bolani 
cal Survey Department. Over 6,000 sheets were added to the Herbarium, 
and over 2,000 were distrihuteil to other herbaria, excluding over 0,000 sent 
on loan for work at Kew. The aiJditions to the lilirary were less than the 
usual number and included over 200 periodicals and .reports. 

313. No publication was i.ssued during the ye^ir. Part II of 
Volume XII of the Annuals of the Garden was completed in letterpress and 
plates during the year. 

-314. The work in these gardens was mostly of a routine horticultural 
character. 

315. This Garden was kept up to the standard of past years in spite of 
epidemics amongst the labour force, short^e of stores and adverse weather 
eemditions during the year under report. About 30 new .species were planted 
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out and some 3,497 plants, 3,882 dozen seedlings of annuals, 386 bulbs and 
over 12,000 packets of seed were djstributedr The guide to the Lloyd 
Ilotanic Garden is being brought up te date with photographic illustrations 
for publication. 


CInohona Plantations and Factory. 

of th« Govertiifieni Cincltuua PiftnUtioni tod F^atory for the )'sar 1919-20.] 

310 . The total area under a full complement of cinchona on the Mung- 
poo and Munsong IMantations was 3,080 acres, as compared with 2,600 
acres in 1918-19. The approximate number of cinclmna trees is 5,090,000, 
of which alxfut 3,610,(MM) are at Munsong and 1,480,000 at Mungpoo. 
During the year the cultural conditions of both plantations were satisfactory. 

Outturn. 317 iiesides 514, .540 lbs. of bark received from Java for the Govern- 

ment of India, local bark worked up in the Quinine Factory amounted to 
484,245 lbs. against 766,163 lbs. in 1918-19. The quantity of quinine .sul- 
phate produced, incliuliiig the products of the bark purcha.sed in Java, 
amounted tc 47,727 25 II)h. again.st 32,640-25 lbs. in the previous year. In 
addition, 1,022 lbs. of hydrochlorides and 15.166 lbs. of cinchona febrifuge 
. were manufactured. 

The total provincial (juinine reserve stood at .50,356 lbs. 11 oz. at the end 
of the year 1919-20. This was 44,831 lbs. less than the balance, including 
the amount under suspense, at the close of the year 1918-19. The value oi 
sttH'k of all sorts on the 31st March 1920, was Rs. 15,80,442-14 3, of w'hich 
Rs. 14,09,986-4 was represented by quinine sulphate and Rs. 1,25,666 by 
bark. 


Forests. 


AdminiHlrntioii Ut p* rl fur tbu yotir 1919 20. SlatinticH uf Hrilinb India, Part IV (/i)— Finance 

and UiHt’iuioj. 


AAminiutMtion 3 lg 'Fhere was a change in the area of the reserved forests under the 
Forest Department due to the inclusion of an area of 3 sejuare miles in the 
Forest Reserves of the Chittagong and Kalimpong Forest Divisions. The 
settlement work in res|)ect of tliis area was completed and some progress in 
the work of demurcation was made in the Iluxa and Chittagong horest Divi- 
sions. A revised working jilan for the Jalpaiguri Forest Division was 
brought into force. The working plans for the Upper Hill Forests of tjie 
Darjeeling Division jvnd for the Mahaldaram Forests in the Kurseong Divi- 
sion were revised. 

Two and a half miles o^ cart roads and 0 miles of bridle-j)aths and 
several bridges were constructed. The total expenditure on communications 
amounted to Rs. 21,038 against Rs. 18.757, and on new buildings and repairs 
to 11s. 49,254 against Rs. 33.550 in the previous year. Several build- 
ings in the Suno^erbans destroyed by the cyclone of 1919 were replaced. 
Good progre.ss wa^ made in housing forest subordinates in most of the Forest 
Divisions. 


tlons antf 
Sy|l«l|iig«» 


•fPMoyy* 


(hpytyotlyii 
frym Hm* 


319. The important buildings constructed were a rest-house at Balpara 
in the Buxa Division and an office and station officers’ quarters at the Fring- 
kheong toll station in the Chittagong Hill Tracts Division. 

320. There was a decrease in the total number of forest officers reported, 
tlie number being 3,269 against 3,694 in the previous year. 

321. The area in which fire protection was attempted comprised 
100,272 acres and the percentage of successful protection was 99 4. The 
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area burnt over amounted to 2,540 acres against 24,876 acres in the previous 
year. The cost per square mile was Rs. 6-0-8 against Rs. 7-0-0 in the previous 
year. In 8 out of 15 cases the causes of the fires were undetecte<i. 

322. The area oj)en to grazing was 4,826 stpuire miles against 4,802 

square miles in the preceding year. There was a decrea.se in the total numl)er 
of cattle impounded, the number being 5,057 against 7.021 in the previous 
year. The decrease was mainly in the Huxa and Jalpaiguri Forests Divi- 
sions where the villagers are reported to have realised the value of looking 
after their cattle instead of paying the penalty. " 

323. With the ce.s.sation of demands from the Munitions Board, depart- 
mental oj)erations were restricted to the extrai’tion of timl)er recpiired for the 
supply oi sleefiers to railways and for roads, buildings, and bri«lges constructed 
departmentally. A sale depot is ladiig establi.shed at Siliguri. A setni- 
portable saw mill was receivcfl at the close of the year and is alwait to be 
Installed in the Kurseong Divi.sion. 

The Murti Saw Mill in Jalpaiguri worke<l at a profit but as the owners 
were unwiljing to continue, the mill has Ikhmi clo.s<'d down. 1'he India Paper 
Pulp Company, of which Mes.srs. Andrew Yule *.V Co. are the Managing 
Agents, commenced working out bamboos for paper pulp from the Kas.salong 
Range in the Chittagong Hill Tracts under their lease. Minor forest produce 
continued to lie <ii8po.sed of generally under permits at fixed rates. 

Sixty-eight elephants were caught by departmental kheddali operations. 
The most succe.ssful were the operations in the Chittagong Hill 'I'racts. 
resulting in the capture of 51 elephants and a net jirolit n mounting to 
Rs. 21,069 from the sale of 48 elephants. 

The total value of the year’s sale amounted to Rs. 16.11.644 against 
Rs. 14,69.226 during the preceding year. The value of the timber sold in 
these two years was Rs. 10.83.982 and Rs. 9,02.964. 'fhe value of the forest 
produce removed at jirivileged rates was Rs. 93.774, against Rs. 81,720 in 
the year 1918-19. Produce given free of royalty was w'orth Rs. 63,430. 
against Rs. 33,141 in the jireceiling year. Timlier and other minor products 
were given free in large quantities in the Sunderbans to people alfected by the 
cyclone of 1919. 

The Bengal forests contributed to the successful exhibits sent to the 
Empire Timl)er Exhibition. 

324. The numlier of persons rejiorteil to have IwHm killed by tigers in 
the Sunderbans was 12, against 5 in the preceding year, and 51, the average 
for the past five years. The number of tigers killeil in the Sunderbans was 32. 

325. The work in the divisions was advcrstdy affected by the loss of 
several officers and other changeji in staff. 1'w'o Deimty Conservators 
resigned and a third retired. Five temporary posts were createil, but the 
three officers appointed did not stay long enough to do useful work. A 
reorganization of the pay and prospects of the Imperial and .ITovincial 
Fore.Ht Services was sanctioned . 

The Sal root fungus observation plots in Jalpaiguri and Ruxa Divisions 
were twice inspected by the Divisional Forest (Officers and the results 
recorded. 

Mr. J. A. Pilgrim, tannin expert to the Government of India, obtained 
certain interesting results from his investigations of variotis tan stuffs at the 
Buxa Timber and Trading Company’s concession at Rajabhatkhawa. 

326. The financial results were satisfactory. The total revenue, which 
was Rs. 19.55,394 in the preceding year, rose to Rs. 20,02,819. Expenditure, 
however, also increased and the surplus fell from Rs. 11,21,760 to 
]fe. 9,47,595. Of the expenditure, 55 per cent, was on constitution, improve- 
ment and exploitation, and 45 per cent, on administration, executive and 
protective charges. The percentage of net income fell from 57 to 47 owing 
to the increased expenditure. 
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Manufaotupa and Mines. 
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827. Owing to the high prices realized for the crop of 1918, the area 
under jute increased from 2,219,212 acres to 2.458,955 acres, and the esti- 
mated outturn from 0,384,829 Imles to 7,507,332 bales in the year 1919-20. 
During the ycjir under report there were 72 jute mills at work, employing on 
an average 277,393 of>erative8 daily- an increase of 10,729 over those of the 
previous year. The nmnljer of looms and spindles at work in the jute mills 
was 40,070 and 840,487, respec’tively, as against 38,951 and 815,479 in 1918. 
The uutlK>riHe<l capital employed in rufajes and sterling was Rs. 11,28.70,000 
and £2.325.(M)0, resf)ectively. 

328. Twelve cotton mills were at w(»rk, employing on an average 12,221 
persons daily, as against 11,177 persons in 1918. The numtier of looms and 
sfumlles was 2.34.5 and 345,137, res}>ectively, as compared with 2,330 and 
371,333 in the year 1918. The authorised capital employed was 
Rs. 1.99.00,fKK). 

329. The area under tea in 1919 wa.s 173,200 acres, as against 160,100 
acres in the previous year. The quantity of tea manufactured was 99,505,4.54 
lbs,, ns compared with 89, 983. .501 !hs. in 1918. The number of tea planta- 
tions totalled 317, cmfdoying on an average 1.55,012 permanent ami 0,2.50 
Icmporary hands daily. 

330. The year under review was a fairly pro8j)erou8 one for first class 
collieries, but md for .second class collieries. The totjil nuu)ber of coal mines 
worked in Bengal ro.se from 2(K) in 1918 to 210 in 1919. There was a corre- 
sponding incre.'ise in the output which amounted tt) 5,777,032 tons in 1919, 
or 475,337 tons more than that of the preceding year. The total numl)er of 
colliery employ«H‘.s also ro.se from 46.149 in the year 1918 to 48.642 in 1919. 
The coal industry sufTercfl con.sidernbly from the diflu’iilly experienced • in 
securing wagons for the transport of coal to the various j)arts of India as well 
as for exf)ort , but by an arrangement effected in .lune 1920. the (iovernment 
of India prohibite<l the export of coal except under licen.se. and then only rid 
the Ki<hier(K)re I)<K‘ka, Calcutta. This mea.sure eased the situation to a 
considerable extent. 

331 . No iron ore was raised during the year 1919-20. The Bengal Iron 
and Stwl (’onquiny, Kulti, obtained its ore from the Singhbhum district in 
Bihar and Ori.s.sn. 

332. The quantity of refined saltpetre produced <luring the year was 
6.984 maunds against 11.701 maunds in the [wevious year. This decrease 
wa.s due to a reduc ed demand for .saltpetre in con8e<]uence of the cessation of 
the war. The cpiantity of salt educed in the process of refinement was 275 
maunds, {isc'ompared with 547 maunds in 1918-19. 

333. There were three paper mills at work during the year 1919-20, 
employing 4,479 persons daily. These mills produced 25,070 tons of paper, 
valut'tl at Rs, 1 .83,96,071, during the year 1919-20. 

3:14. There were 18 silk mills and some smaller establishments, which 
employed 5.905 and 12.274 persons, re.spe('tively. About 20,123 kahons of 
diseu.se fn« seed coeexms were distributed from the Government nurseries. 

335. The acreage under sugar crops increased from 266,100 to 274,20'' 
in 1919-20. The t^ossipore Sugar Works, wdiich is the only regular sugar 
factory in the province, employed on an average 764 persons daily. Besides 
this factorv . tnere were 4 smaller sugar concerns at work in the 24-Par- 
ganas district, 2 in Calcutta and 3 in Jessore, which gave employment to 
201 |.)er8on8 daily. 

336. Two woollen mills were at work during the year 1919-20, employ- 
ing 318 persons daily. The number of looms and spindles was 28 and 1,4 to, 
re8i>ectiveiy. These mills produced 491,903 lbs. of blankets, valued roughly 
at Rs. 5,252,446. One of these factories is Government-owned, and the ower 
a private concern. 
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337. Coal mining in Burdwan prospered, but was liainpered by the 
lack of railway transport; extensive developments are exjieeteil in connection 
with the discovery of extensive areas of coal in the west of Birbhutn, which* 
should materially increase the jirosperity of the district. 

338. The engineering hrms, the jute and cotton mills in the «listrict of 
the 24-Pargana8 had a prosfierous year and provided much employment for 
local labour, and a large number of new mills and factories were erwted 
mainly in the neighbourhood of Calcutta the tanning industry and produc 
tion of leather goods being a development of special interest. 

339. The jute-baling industry at Narayanganj, Chandpur, Matlaripur 
and Serajganj prospered, but it was re|K>rtod not t») have recovered the posil itai 
it had held at the coinmenc'einent of the war. 

340. Chittagong possesses an imlustry peculiar to itself the building ohittagong. 
of sea-going sailing vessels, and during the year ten such vessels were built and 
registered, their tonnage varying from 98 to 545 tons. 

341. The tea industry is confine<l to the districts of Darjwding and .lal 
paiguri. While the loss of the llussian market had considerably alTecled th(> 
sale of the finer varieties of tea grown in Darjeeling and reduced the price to 
little more than that obtained for the (‘oar.st‘r varietiiis. there was a consider- 
able extension of tea cultivation in the 'I'erai and the Duars. The price of 
tea, however, sank to such a level that the tra.<le c<»uld not In* consi<lered to be 
in a prosfwrous condition; this did not, however, affect the labour employed 
in the tea gardens. 

The most extensive of the Cottage industries of the l’rovinc<' is that of 
weaving, and it wouhl have Ix’en thought that the phenomenal price (d’ Man- 
chester goods would have given an impetus to tlu* industry. This applied,, 
however, only to di.stricts where oiarse cloths are wovmi. In Bankura the 
weavers were most prosperous and their pro.sperity was largely dm* to a lapid 
extension of Indu.strial rof)peraiive SfK-ieties. In other distrii ts. such as 
Burdwan, Hooghly and Dacca, where cloths of a fine variety are woven, the 
industry was reported to be at a standstill, owing to tls- exorbitant f*riee of 
yam. The silk reeling and w'eaving industry varierl in different parts of tbf 
provinc'c; in Rajshahi, Bogra, Burdwan and Birbhum tin* industry declined 
owing to the high price of materials — in Malda, however, it was in a llonrisb 
ing state. A similar fihenomenon occurred in the hra.ss and l>ell metal indus- 
tries in Birbhum, Hooghly, Rajshahi and Malda, the high price of inalerialH 
militated against the success of the industry; in Midnaporc, however, (}»■ in 
dustry revived. The Naogaon “ (Janja ” ro-r»|>erative ScK-iety, the hnoha- 
making industry in Tippera and the sugar industry in .Tes,s(ire till t)iosf»ered. 

The information collected regarding the Cottage industries was not, however, 
sufficiently precise to enable a true iudgment b» la* ff)rmpd of (be condition of 
the industries. The outstanding feature of the y<tar, luiwever, was the re 
markable development due to the extension of C o-()perative S«H iet i(‘s f»>r inarm 
factureas in Bankura, and forsalcasatKliepiipai’a in the Bitkargarij Sunder 


Working of the Indian Factories Act, 1911 (XII of 1911). 

[Annual Itepiirt on tlif* working of Intfiai Factorn-M Aft in IVoigal for t)« * v .ir KflO. s of 

Britiah India, Part I— ItMlfiiilrn*’^.] 

$ 

342. The number of factories at the close of the year 1919 was (514 Mumb*fof 
i^ainst 570 in 1918, the number of new factories brought under the oyreration v*ctoi»i«». 
Of the Act during the year being 57 as against 52 in the pret;eding year. The 
daily average number of operatives employed during the year was 440,541 
as compared with 439,961 in 1918. 
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There was an appreciable increase in the number employed in jute and 
cotton mills, jute presses, dock-yards, railways and engineermg works, rice- 
mills, kerosine tinning factories and iron aqd brass foundries, but, on 
the other hand, a considerable decrease was noticed in the number of employ- 
ees in arms and ammunition factories, tanneries, rope-works and canvas 
water-proofing factories. 

343. In 85 factories work was carried on by means of shifts and in 
21b with stoppages after intervals of six hours, one hundred and seven 
factories were exempted under Part C, Schedule I of the Act, in 188 factories 
other arrangements were in force. Fifteen factories remained closed during 
the year. 

344. The Factory Inspei^tors were relieved about the end of February 
11)19 of the sf)ecial work on which they were engaged during the war in con- 
nection with the grant of priority certificates in respect of articles required 
from the Unite<l King<lom. They were able to devote their whole time to 
regular inspe<;tion duty. In all 4114 factories were inspet^ted by them during 
the year, two hundred and ninety-three of whiidi were inspected once, 100 
facUiries twice, 39 factories three times and 62 factories more than three 
times. 

345. Sanitary imi)rovemenf.s in factories received the special attention 
of the Inspecting staff during the year and steps were taken for the gradual 
sulwtitiition of improved latrines of standard pattern for the old hand- 
service latrines of faidty construc tion, A modern system of connected 
latrines wa.s in.stalled a( the Lawrence Jjite mill, while a sewerage system 
was completed in the (iouri|)ore Mill. Seven new septic tank installations 
were br<»nght into operation during the year. The Sanitary Commissioner 
of Bengal and the Inspector of Sef)tic Tank Installations were appointed in 
May 1919 to Ite Additional lns|KH‘tors under the Factories Act. This 
measure, it is hoped, will ensure proj)er attention I)eing paid to the working 
of septic tank installations so as to secure the best results. The water 
supplie<I during the year to the factory operatives was generally pure and 
suflicient. While the employers have been trying to improve sanitary condi- 
tions within the factories they have not overlooked the question of improving 
the luaise accommodation for their workmen. Large sums of money were 
spent by the textile factories in providing well-built pucca houses for their 
ojM'ratives. Facilities provided in one mill for the amusement of children 
were greatly appreciated. 

346. A steady progress was noticeable in the general w'elfare of the 
workers during the year 1919. wdtich revealed on the whole a .satisfactory 
state of affairs and a coinmenilable effort on the part of the employers and 
the inspecting staff to maintnin a progressive policy for the betterment of the 
conditions of lalsiur. Tn a»ldition to the increase of 10 per cent, war bonus 
granted in 1918, a further general increase of 10 per cent, w^as given in 
Noveuil>er 1919 to all operatives of textile factories, and since then, on 
account of the high cost of living, an additional increase of 20 per cent, was 
granted, making a total increase of 40 per cent. The workmen in the princi- 
pal railway and engineering works were granted an increase of 15 to 35 per 
cent.' 

347. Cases of pneumonia and beri beri, resulting in a shortage of labour, 
were reported from some of the engineering firms in Howrah. Malaria and 
influenza (xcurred in a number of the textile factories, but, owing to the 
adoption of specihl preventive measures, the latter did not assume an 
epidemic form. There was an outbreak of small-pox in 24 textile factories, 
but everything passible was done to check the spread of the disease. 
Arrangements have been made in .some of the mills and the local Ordnance 
Factories for the investigation and treatment of hookworm disease, and a 
<listinct physical improvement was noticed in those who went through the 
course of treatment. 

348. The number of accidents in Bengal fell from 1,418 in 1918 to 
1,138 during 1919. This was a satisfactojy reduction, esp^ially as the 
number of operatives increased by nearly 6,500. Further improvement in 
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the fencing of machinery and safety appliances is, however, neoessai'y and marmawTioa. 
the matter is receiving the special attention of the Inspecting staff. 

349. Only one case of fire of an insignificant nature was reported during sif*. 
the year. 

350. There was an increase of 3,148 in the number of women and or 

children employed, mostly in jute mills and brass foundries, as compared »>••»»•»••»«• 
with the previous year. The nuinl)er of children certifirtl during the year 

was 21,757 as against 21,414 in 1918. Prosecutions were instituted in six 
cases for irregular employment of children, all of which resulted in convic- 
tion. 

351. Two anonymous complaints were received in the Factory Insjiec 
tion Department, one with regard U) the working of a factory on Sundays, 
and the other for not giving the half-hour's interval as recpiired by the Act. 

Surprise visits were made and neies.sar>- action was Uiken. 

352. Seven strikes of a temporary nature were reporte^d tiuring the 
year. 


Trade. 


[ jKirt on the Marifiint* of liongjil for Atititinl StaffMiiont of tlic Sttri Itorno Tnolo ami 

Navi^titin of iUv llon^^al INosiilency. Annual Statointuit of thv Soa-borno Trmii* 4*1 Intlia 

witli llio Hritisli Kiiijiirt* ainl Fureipfii oountrifH. Annual Hlati'niont of tin* CNniwtin^ 'IVailo iiu»i 
Navicjatioii of llritiHti Imliii. SlatiHtii’M of BritUlt Ititlin, Voluiiii*! 1 — ^CoiuuuTt ial SlatintioH I{i*\ iow 
ftf tl.r TrutJo of Iiuliu. liill) 2U.] 

I.— FOUKIGN SKA HOUNK TIIADK 
[lU porl oil llu? Maritiiup Trutit* of Bniiga) for 1910-211.] 

353. In the year under review, the aggregate value of the tra<le of the Tot*iTr«d«. 
Bengal Presidency, botli foreign and coivsting, reacluMl a b>tal beyond all 
precedent, l«jing Its. 2.(>9 crores, which represents an improvement of 30 per aovammant.) 
cent, on the previf)us year’s figures. The value of the foreign trade imreased 

by Rs. 52 crores or 29 per cent, to Rs. 2.31 crores, and that of tin? coasting 
trade by Rs. 10 crores or 35 per cent, to Rs. 38 (trores. 'I'he foreign inipoil 
trade advanced by 25 j)er cent, to Rs. 90 crores and exports, by 32 p('r cent, 
to Rs. 1,41 crores. (’alcntta, as usual, absorlHNl 97 j)er (-ent. of the l(»tal 
foreign trade of Bengal, the remainder consisting cliieily of tea and niw jute 
exj)orted from Chittagong. 

354. The following table shows the extent to which the foreign trader in •••••ohandi** 
merchandise (private) of the province is centred in the chief port of ‘^'****^' 
Calcutta : — 


Import^ and exjtorla of the jnerrhandige {private) in JOUhjju, 
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355. The imports of gold, both on private and on Government account, 
were valued at Rs. 10 crores against over Rs. 2 crores in 1918-19. The main 
source of supply was the United States. 'I'he imjwrts of silver on private 
and Government account were Rs. 17 crores against Rs. 39 J crores in the 
preceding year. The private imports of silver were on a very small sttule, 
Ks. 2 lal^s in all, while the imports on Government account amounted to 
Rs. 16,94 lakhs to meet the demand for coinage. Exports of gold and silver 
were inconsiderable. 
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ImjKtrls of merchandise. 

356. The following table showa the comparative importance the 
staple articles in the import trade of Calcutta; — 
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'^I'he important imports are separately dealt with in the sub joined 
paragraphs:— 

357. 'I'he (inantity of piec^e-goods impoited was , nearly y585 miillion 
yards, at ati average price of 7 annas a yard, as compared with 512 million 
yards at 6^ annas a yard in the previous year. Grey good.s wei’e, as usual, 
the most inifiortant item and were imported to the extent of 424 million yards, 
64 per c'ent. of the total quantity coining from the United Kingdom; as to 
the balami*. the share of Japan fell from 67 to 24 million yards, while the 
<|uantity im|M)rted from the United States of America was only 380,000 
yards. A similar deidine in Japanese supplies occurred in respect of white 
ami coloured piece goisls from 5J^ to 16 million yards in the former case and 
from 8 to 4A million yards in the latUT. Holland rea[>peared in the trade 
with I million yarils of white and 600,000 yards of coloured goods. The 
imports of hosiery, which nearly doubled in value to a total of lls. 03-5 lakhs, 
came chiefly from Jafian. 

'I'here was a large decrease in the imports of cotton twist and yarn from 
over 8J million lbs. to less than 4 million lbs. 

358. The imports of refine<l sugar declined by 48,000 tons to 210,000 
tons. Imptuts from Java declineil from 252,000 tons in 1918-10 to 202,000 
tons in 1010 20. while the supplies from Mauritius increased by 1,900 tons to 
8.400 tons. The imports from other countries were negligible. In the 
earlier {)nrt of the year an unusual export trade sprang up, nearly 33,000 
tons of im|K>rted sugar being re-exj)orted, of Avhich 11,800 tons went to the 
Uniteil Kingdom and 12,000 tons to Belgium. I'he average market price 
for .lava refined sugar was Rs. 24-5 i)er cwt., as i^ainst Its. 13-15 in the 
previous year. The imports of molasses (nearly all from .Tava) recovered 
to 56.500 tons, from 18,600 tons in the previous year. 

;159, Imports of metals showetl a remarkable Recovery in quantity from 
107.500 tons in 1918-19 to 230.400 tons in 1919-20. The .average valut^ were 
on n much lower level, and this accounted for the fact that while the 4otal 
quantitv of iron and steel imjwrted (211,200 tons) more than doubled, the 
value of these imjmrts increased by 24 per cent, only to Ra. 8,13 lakhs. 
Imports of brass (unwrought and wrought) and copper (unwrought) were 
on an unprecedental scale, while imports of zinc, though leas than in 1918-19, 
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wwe much bigger than in former yeani. The quantity of wrought copper dutiiiiIution. 
uhported was larger than in though much lielow the pre-war 

average. Wrought iron and steel, which is the most important item in the 
metal trade, was imported to the extent of 209,500 tons, as against 98,500 
tons in the preceding years, the recovery being most prominent in the case 
of galvanised sheets and plates and in beams and pillars, etc. Of the total , 
quantity of wrought iron and steel, 68 jier cent, came from the United King- 
dom, as against ^ per cent, in 1918-19, and 27 per cent, from the United 
States, and 1 per cent, from Japan, as against 53 jier cent, and 12 jier cent, 
respectively, in the previous year. 

36CK Imports of machinery and. mill-work increased in value from »tMi 

Rs. 2,15 lakhs to Rs. 5,08 lakhs, a total more than twiw the average total 
before the war. Considerable allowances have, however, to lie iiuule for 
the rise in prices. Three-fifths of the total imports came from the UinUxl 
Kingdom. Tlie chief items were jute mill machinery Rs. 1,48 lakhs, electri- 
cal machinery Rs. 78 lakhs, prime movers Rs. 34 lakhs, iMulers Rs. 35 lakhs, 
and tea ma(.hinerv Rs. 20 lakhs. 

301. Xbefc was a remarkable recovery in the imj)orts of kcrosine oil 
from abroad, which increa-sed by 34 million gallons to nearly 38 million 
gallons. Twenty-two million gallons came from Borneo and 14| million 
gallons from the United States. The coastwise inifmrfs from Hurnwi, on the 
other hand, decrea.sed by 10 million gallons to 40 inillion gallons. Imports 
of lubricating and batching oils, botli foreign and coasting, showed an appre- 
ciable decrease. Fuel oil rose from 4.^ million gallons in the previous year 
to 7^ million gallons. There were praetically no importations of foreign 
l>enzine ami ffetrol, hut iiufiorts from Burma ro.se from 1 U» 3 million gallons. 

362. Imports on private account rose in value from Rs. 43 lakhs to waiiwuy »i*ot 
Us, 2.48 lakhs, while imports on (loverninent account a.ls(* showed a similar 

advance from Rs. 15 lakhs to Rs. 335 hikhs. Of the eombined total (nearly * ** 

Rs. 6 crores), about five sixths repre..sented carriages and waggcms. A new 
feature of the traile was that nearly lialf the tx)tal came from the United 
States. 

363. The total imports were 385, 8(M) tons, an increast; of 43,000 tons •••»■ 
over last year’s figures. Port Said, which supplie<l the largest, (juantity, 
reduced her exports by 45,000 tons to 109,(KK) tons. There vver»^ in(’rea.sed 
imports from all the other principal sources of supply. Practically during 

the whole year, tlie maximum price fixed by (fovernment rule<l; from danu 
ary 1920 this was reduced by Rs. 30 per 100 maund.s. 

364. Imports advanced in value from R.s. 1,44 lakhs in IJtlH 19 Ut Mtirdw»r««Bd 
Rs. 1,86 lakhs in 1919-20. Both the United States of America and the 

United Kingdom increased their share of the trade, while that of Japan 
showed a decline by Rs. 8 lakhs. 

365. The U>tal imports of liquors increa.sed from 1,402, (MM) gallons t<» Udu®!**. 
1,605. (MM) gallons or 14 per cent., but the value decrejised by 13 per cent. 

from Rs. 1,19 lakhs to Rs. 1,04 lakhs. The imports of l»et?r from the United 
Kingdom increased U) 233, 7(M) gallons and tluvse from Japan rose t<i 475.400 
gallons. The United States and Flolland also im reawd their supplies. 

The quantity of brandy imported decreased to 46,0(M) gallons from 77,(M)0 

f alloiis in the preceding year, mainly due to the redm^ed Rhii>inents from 
ranee. Imports of whisky (189,000 gallons) were almosV on tlie same level 
as last year, but the value of these imports decreaseil to Rs. 28 lakhs from 
Rs. SO Hakhs. Imports from other countries were comparatively negligible. 

Java rum was imported to the extent of 318, 4(M) gallons. Wines showe^l an 
advance from 74,5(M) gallons in 1918-19 to 114,500 gallons, the most marked 
increase being in the case of champ^ne and port. Imports of French ver- 
mouth showed a good recovery, whicdi accounteci for the reduction in the 
quantity imjx>rted from Spain. 

366. With the removal of the embargo on the import there was a 
remarkable recovery in the trade. The value of motor cars, cycles and parts 
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. rone from Rs. 12 lakhs to Rs. 1,42 lakhs. No less than 3,452 motor cars 
were imported as against only 55 cars in the preceding yem*. 


Exjtort* of merchafkiue. 

387. The following table shows the values of the staple articles of the 
ex}>ort trade of Calcutta and their comparative importance: — 
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The total export trade exhibited an increase in value of 31 per cent, over 
the previous year and amounted to Rs. 1,34 crores. 

The more important ex[)orts are especially noticed in the following para- 
graphs: - 

388. 'I'he two principal characteristics of the year’s trade in jute were 
(1) the great increast* in the exports of raw' jute on account of the reviving 
activity of imlustries in luiropean ixmntries, ami (2) a decline in shipments 
of manufactured goods owing to the cessation of supplies to the British 
War Cilice conse(|uent on the end of hostilities. The exports of raw jute 
from Calcutta by sea showed a marked rec;overy of 45 per cent., from 
2,105, (MR) l)ale8 to 3,(M51>,0(K) bales. The value increased by 01 per cent, to 
nearly Rs. 23 crores. Chittagong exported 318,400 bales chiefly to the 
United Kingdom. If this be added to the Calcutta figure, the exports from 
the Presidency total 3,387,000 bales against 2,216,000 bales in 1918-19. 
Tlie leading customer, the Uniter! Kingdom, received 407.0(K) bales more 
from CalcutUi than in 1918-19; there was also a great recovery in the exports 
to France, Spain, Italy, and Belgium, which together took' 863,700 bales. 
Shipments to Brazil, w'hich had l)een very heavy in the four previous years, 
fell off slightly and amounterl to 85,300 bales. The Jute Cess Collections 
made over to the Calcutta Improvement Trust amounted to Rs. 8,56,000, as 
compared with Rs. 8,08,000 in 1918-19. 

Shipments of gunny bags declined from 581 millions, valued at Rs. 22,21 
lakhs, to 340 millions, valued at Rs. 18,41 lakhs, in the year under report, 
while the exports of gunny cloth increased from 1,102 million yards, valued 
at Rs. 29.67 lakhs, to 1,2^5 million yards, valued at Rs. 31,14 lakhs. Con- 
tracts for bags and cloth on Government account, which formed a 
large proportion of the trade in war years, were brought to a close in 1919-20 
wiUi tne shipments of 988,000 ba^, valued at Rs. l.^,360, all to the United 
Kingdom. This accounted for the decrease in the exports of bags to the 
United Kingdom, which amounted to 58 millions in number, as against 135 
millions in 1918-19. There were no shipments of gunny cloth on Govern- 
ment account. The salient feature of the year’s trade is the expansion in 
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Uie exerts of cloth to the United States and the Argentine, which have long oiaTamuTtom. 
been the principal markets for this article. Shipments to Canada and 
Australasia were on a smaller scale than in recent years. 

369. Tea was released from control bv the British Government at the end 
of March 1919, and, as a result, the U>taf quanity of tea exportetl increased 
by 44 million lbs. or 19 per cent, to 269 million lbs* and the value iucrojised by * 

20 per cent, to Rs. 14.25 lakhs. The expansion of exports from Calcutta 
was largely due to heavier shipments to the United Kingnom, which constiUi- 
ted 88 per cent, of the whole. T'ho shipments from Chittagong were 
72 million lbs.— a record figure — anti the total exf>orts from tlie I’lesidency of 
Bengal to foreign ports aggregated 341 million lbs., as compared with 280 
million lbs. in the previous year. Exports to countries other than the 
United Kingdom recovered from 23 to 33 million lbs., but with the important 
Russian market still practically closed remainetl far Indow the pre-war level. 

The exports to North American countries showed a .satisfactory advance, 

Canada taking 8 million lbs. and the United States 6 million lbs., as against 
nearly 1 million lbs. and 2 million lb.s.. respe<‘tively, in 1918 19. Shipments 
of tea waste were on a very large scale, amounting to nearly 8 million lbs., 

W'ith a value* of Rs. 14i lakhs; of this 92 per cent, went to the United Stales. 

The average price realistnl in Calcutta at tlie auction sales iluring the year 
was the .same as that obtained for 1918-19, namely, 8 annas 1 pie per lb. 

370. The total quantity of raw hides exported was 088, .'>00 cwts., of mism and 
which 153,200 cwts were bunalo hides, .52;l,400 cwts, cow hides atnl 11,900 •sm*. »*•«»• 
cwts, calf skins. The ITnited States w'as the principal cusUmier, a<‘Connting 

for al)out one-half by weight of. the exports, the United Kingdom came next 
with nearly a quarter, and Italy thir<l with al>out one-eighth of the total. 

Gf*rmany and Austria, which lieforo the war used to do more than half the 
business, reappeared in the market with small purchases. Shipments of raw 
skins were remarkably large, far in excess of the, pre war average, and 
amounted to 301,000 cwts., as again.st 189,000 ewds., in the previous year, 
while the values of these exports also showed a big advance; 9<5 per cent, of the 
skins were goat skins. The United States was the [)rinci])al customer, with 
France, as usual, taking the second place. 'J'here was some recovery in the 
exports of .skins t<» the United Kingdom, which had declined considerably 
during the war. There was a great advance in the exports of dressed hides 
and .skins, which reached a value of Rs. 20 lakhs 'I’be trade under this 
head hardly existed before the war. On the 11th September 1919, a duty 
of 15 per cent., based on tariff values, was imposed on exported raw hides 
and skins, a rebate of two thirds Uung trranted under certain (amditions on 
shipments to destinations within the British banpire. Shipments of raw 
hides and skins made in pursuance of cfintracts entered into Iwffons th(5 rlate 
of the imposition of the export duty were also exenqded from duty. 

371. The exports of lac increased from 231,500 cwts. to 373,500 cwts. i.»o. 

Shellac and button lac constituted the bulk of the trade, absorbing 94 per 
cent. There was a phenomenal ri.se in {>rices an<l the value of the exports 
increased from Rs. 2,85 lakhs to Rs. 7,22 lakhs. The United States was 

the principal customer of button and shellac, with 228, 8(K) (;wts. 

372. The year’s trade in oil-seeds was of special interest. The total 
quantity ex[>orted amounted to 151,000 tons, valued at Rs. 0,10 lakhs against 
143,000 tons, valued at Rs. 3.10 lakhs, in the preceding year. Shiiunents 
of linseed showed a small increase, from 125,300 tons t.o*135,2(K) tons, the 
bulk of the trade went as usual to the United Kingdom (95,9(M) tons). 

France and Belgium rcapiiearcd aft large importers, while .shipments to 
Australia decreased. There were no exports to the United States. Exports 
of rapeseed declined by 69 per cent, to 2.9(M) tons. Jafian disapf)eared from 
the market after two years of unusually large shipments. The great decrease 
in the exports of castor seed, from 4,500 tons tr> 1,0(K) tons, was due tfi the 
cessation of the demand from the United Kingdom. Thr<« thousfind five 
hundred tons of poppy seed, 1,200 tons of tilseed, and 3,800 tons of groundnuts 
were exported during the year. 


15a 



BENGAL ABMINIiniAflON BEPOBT. 


fim-isoo. 


PNOBtfeTlOH 

AMA 

WiTIWAUTiOW. 


7^ 


373. The port of Calcutta shared, ^ough on a relatively anmll scale, in 
the great increase in exports of Indian raw cotton, which increased frooa 
4,700 tons in 1018-19 to 25,000 tons. By far the largest trade was shared by 
Japan, with 10,3(K) tons, the second place being held by the United States 
of America. 
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374. ■The total quantity exported was 8,043,000 lbs., gainst 750,000 
llw. in the preceding year. China (Hongkong and the Treaty ports) 
re<;overe<J its position as the principal customer, with a total of 7 million lbs. 
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375. Private shipments amounted to 6,247 chests and showed a decline 
of 4,220 chests, while Government shipments, the bulk of which went to the 
Straits S4;ttk’imcntH, were reduced from 4,411 to 4,212 chests. Cochin-China 
tw)k considerably less, only 905 chests against 3,440 chests in 1918-10. 
Kx ports to .lapan were very nearly normal (980 chests), as against the large 
shipments recorded last year. 

376. ])e8[)ite a l)etter harvest in 1919-20, the country had not ret'overed 
from tlie effec ts of the disastrous failure of crops in the previous year and 
strict control was maintained over the trade. Exports by sea were practic- 
ally confined to Asiatic Turkey and to British Possessions, which contained a 
po[>ulalion of Indian .m'ttlers and nnnainted to 72,0(K) ton.s, as against 
206, (KK) tons in 1918 19. The f>rinci pal customer was as usual Ceylon, 
which took 19.(HKt tons of rice and 7.000 tons of pul.se and gram from 
Calcutta. Exports id wheat were ismlineij to the requirements of Indian 
tr«»o|»s in Hongkong and the limited shipments of wheat-flotir were divided 
between ('»*vlon mid the .Straits S<dtleinents. 

377. Shipments during the year amonnted to 494,400 (^wts., a consider- 
ably larger t<»tal than any previously retuwded even liefore the war. Exports 
to the l^iiteil Kingilom advanced from 178,800 ewts. to 3(M1.100 ewts., while 
Bidgituu ami Franee took 77, 1(H) ew'ts. ami 69.300 ewts.. respectively. 
Shiptiiefils to the United States, on the other hand, detained from 39,5()0 
ewts. to 14.7fK) ewts. 

378. 1'he total (piautity of coal exported ahnmd from Calcutta on pri- 
vate awount amountcMl to 672,8(.M) tons against 143,900 tons in 1918 19. 
These figures include only shipments on privaU^ account ])ermittt*d by the 
Minittg Engin<?er, hut not shipments arranged by him on Government vessels 
and hiretl transports, which amounted to nearly 900,000 tons in 1918 19 and 
364.400 tons in tin* ten months. April 1019 to .faiiuary 1920, for which the 
iidoniiation is available. (Vvlon was the principal customer, with 426,400 
tons, ami the Straits Settlentents came next, with 120,500 tons. Coastwise 
shipments reeov<*r»*d to 213,300 tons from 101 ,3(K) tons. 

379. 1’he total value of metals and ores exfmrted decreased from lls. 1 ,06 
lakhs to Ks. 79 lakhs. With the reduction in demands for munition work 
in tile C ailed Kingdom ami Franee, .shipments of manganese ore contracted 
in <|uantity from 204.(MK) Uvns to 127.9(K) tons. Exinirts of pig-iron made a 
marked ivtxivery from 9,6(H) tons to 41.7(H) tons. As in the firevious year 
altnost the entiiv quantity went to dapan. Shipments of manufactures 
of iron and steel were s<»mewhat btUter than in the previous year, namely, 
880 Ions against 7!#) tons. Heavier shipments of brass and copper raanu- 
faetures (other metals) yieldetl a total value of Rs, 6 lakhs, as comj>ared 
witii last year’s figures of 3 lakhs. 

389. The quantity exiKirted showed a eonall increase fronk 46,000 ewts. 
(all to the United Kingdom) to 50.200 ewts., the United Kingdom taking 
41,500 ewts. and the United states 7,200 c^rts. 

381 . Shipments of indigo from Calcutta declined from 18,000 ewts. to 
15.7)H) cwt**. or by 13 fier wnt. Japan took the largest quantity (nearly 
12.(H)0 tw^ts), while the United Kingdom took 1.2IK) ewts., as against 4,000 
ewts. There ivere no exi>orts to the United States, which received 7,200 
ewts. in the previous year. Turkey in Asia considerably increased her 
demands. Prices ruled on a higher level, with the consequence that the 
decline in the total value of shipments was only 2 per cent. 
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382. The following table shows' the distribution of the Import and 
Export trade of Calcutta ; — 
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The total trade of Calcutta with the United Kingdom udvaiictNl fiom 
Its, i>0 crores to Rs. Hh crorcs and licr sliaiv in the grand total incrca.scd from 
34 to 4U fier cent. Her share in the import trade rost^ I’roin 4.5 })er cent, to 
56 j)er cent. 1'he chief item.s were cotton go«)ds, metals and machinery (the 
falue of her contrihution of cotton g<K)ds rising fnnu Hs. 18 (‘rorcs to Ks. 25 
erores, of metals from Rs. 2 crores to 7 ciiircs, and of machinery from Rs. 1 
crore to Rs. 3 crores). In the export trade also the United Kingdom had 
the fir.st filace, her share being 31 per cent, as compared with America’s 
share of 29| per cent. Inci’east^s ot nearly Rs. 6 (Tores were rct-ordivl in 
the ca.se of raw jute, of Rs. 2 crores each in juU'. manufacturers and tea, and 
of over a crore each in re.spe(;t of oilstwds and lac. 'I'he only trjule showing 
a noticeable decline was .saltiietrc, due to the ce-ssation of the munitions 
demand. Australia improveii her [losition in the import trade on account 
of large j)urchas(!s of wheat . amounting to over Rs. 50 laklis, while a sharj) 
contraction in shipments of jute manufactures and smaller exports of salt 
petre, lin.secd and lac reduced the value of the export trade. 'I'lie Strait.s 
Settlements had the largest import trade of the British l^ossessions, owing 
to increases under lac, mineral oil, grain and pulse, and spices. Of exports, 
the Straits took more gunny bags, coal and opium. Mauritius sent more 
sugar hut Eevjit l(*ss .salt. The recovery in the total trade with foreign 
countries in Europe was mainly due to the nwival in the imports of iron and 
steel from Belgium, of motor tyn^s, (xitton goods and insfruiiumts from Italy 
and of ten chest from Ru.ssia. France .sent mon^ motor cars and motor tyre.s, 
but considerably less brandy, while she was the best pundiascr with marked 
increases under raw jute, lins«*(al. pf>ppy stH*d. raw skins and liemp. Belgium 
stood second, with a big recovery in her consumfition of raw jute, lins(X!d, 
gunny bags, and raw hemp, and al.so wxmred Rs. 45 lakhs worth of fonugn 
sugar from Calcutta. 'Flic United States of America more tlian maintaiiKHl 
the striking development recorded in the preceding year. 'Fla*, valmj of the 
imports of metals tr<»m that (’ountry was less by ov(t a cron* of rupees, but 
this deficit was made good by a corresponding increase in the imi»orts of 
machinery, hardware, kerosine oil, motor cars and tyres. On the (export 
side, the United States was displaced by the United Kingdom from the 
leading position among Calcutta’s oistomcrs. I'urchases of gunny bags 
were reduced, but orders for hides and skins and lac were exceptionally 
heavy and she Uiok larger quantities of raw jute and tea. .Java regained 
her leading position in Calcutta's import trade with Asiatic countri(;s with 
increased supplies of .sugar, while .Japan, except for larger sales of glass 
ware and hosiery, lost ground very seriously in all directions, the contnu- 
tion in her business in cotton gootls, metals,* tea chests and chemicals licing 
particularly marked. Japan increased her purchases from Calcutta from 
Bs. Si crores to Bb. fii crores, chiefly raw cotton. Jute manufactures, 
myrobaiaiis, manures, pig-iron, and raw jute. 
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383. The total value of the trade with tlie adjacent States of Sikkim, 
Nepal, Bhutan and Tibet in the year ending Slst March 1920, was the hi^eet 
on re<!ord and amounted Ut K«. 2,02 lakhs, as against Rs. 1,53 lakhs in 1918- 
19, an increase of 32 |)er cent. The figures ex(dude the movements of treas- 
ure, the registration of which was, as usual, scmiewhat defective. 

384. Of the total value of the imfmrts into Bengal (Rs. 1,54 lakhs), 39 
fw cent, come from Nepal, 33 i)er cent, from Sikkim, ^ per cent from Tibet 
and the balance 2 |)er cent, from Bhutan. The principal articles of imj)ort 
into Bengal were : — from Nepal animals living (Rs. Iv lakhs), fruits veget- 
ahles and nuts (Rs. 39 lakhs), and provisions, chiefly yAt (Rs. 2 lakhs), from 
Sikkim, fniits, vegetables and iints (R%, 31 lakhs), animals living (Rs. 5 
lakhs), grain and piilse (Rs. 6 lakhs), spices (Rs. 4^ lakhs), and provisions 
(Rs. 2 lakhs); from Tib<^t, row wwd (81,913 inaunds, valued at Rs. 31 lakhs), 
skins of sheep, goats and other small animals (Rs. 5 lakhs), lac (Rs. 11 lakhs), 
animals living (Rs. 1 lakh), and yak’s tails (Rs. 31,0(K)), and from Bhutan, 
animals living (Rs. 1 lakh). 

385. Or the total exports (Rs. 48 lakhs), 50 i)er cent, went to Tibet. 35 
jM^r cent, to Sikkim. 13 j)er cent, to Ne|)al aiui 2 percent, to Bhutan. 'I’he 
exports from Bengal to I’ilMjt consisted mainly of (s)tton piece-gixrds (Rs. 4 
lakhs), metals and mantifactures thereof (Rs. 4 lakhs), silk manufactures 
(Rs. 3 lakhs), wordleu piece gfxuls (Rs. 2J lakhs), fruite and nuts (Rs. 1^ 
lakhs), ami pnsdous stones imd j)earl8 (Rs. 87,00()); to Sikkim, TOtton manu-* 
factures (Rs. 4 lakhs), provisions (Rs. 4 lakhs), grain and fuilse, chiefly rice 
(Rs, I.tlH.tMK)), and metals and manufactures thereof (Rs. 07,000); and to 
Nepal, cotton manufactures (Rs. 3,81,000); and sjilt (Rs. 47,000). The 
principal (commodities itxported to Bhutan were cotton piece-goods 
(Rs. 40.000) and l)etel nuts (Rs, 25, (KK)). 


OMAtlng 

tPAtfP* 


III.— COASTING TUAHK. 

[ it pMft Oil iht! Munthiir Triivl»' of Ikii^ral 1019*20.] 

380. The total value of tlie coasting trade of Bengal, including (lovern- 
ment stores, showed a large increase of alxmt Rs. 10 crores, from Rs. 28 
erores to Rs. 38 crort*s due principally to large shipments of rice received 
from Burma and also owing to bettor shipping facilities. Imports of private 
iiw'rclmndise iiu'recjsed from Rs. 14 crores to Rs 23 crores and exports from 
Rs. 11 crorw to Rs. 13 crores. The total trade of CaU'utta with other Indian 
ports increased from nearly Rs. 22 crores to Rs. 30 crores or by 37 for cent. 
The total imports into (Calcutta advanced from Rs. 12 crores to Rs. 19 crores, 
due chiefly to large iiufmrts of ri(e from Burma, which showed an advance of 
Us. 4 crores. Other items which registered an incresise were cotton goods 
from Bombay, from Rs. 72 lakhs to Rs. 2,58 lakhs, lack and spices from 
Burma, from Rs. 15^ lakhs and Rs. 2 lakhs to Rs. .514 lakhs and Rs. 12 lakhs, 
resjMM'tivolv; and foreign cotton piet^e-goods, specially wloured goods, from 
Rs. 10 lakhs to Rs. 52 lakhs; and groundnuts from Mailras, from Rs. 27 
lakhs Rs. 57 lakhs. There was o considerable contraction in the supplies 
of t>etroUx)um from Burma from 63 million gallons to 47 million gallons, 
and of raw ('otton from Rs. 78 lakhs to Rs. 16 lakhs. The total export 
trade advanced from Rs. 10 crores to Rs. 11 crores. shipments to Madras 
rising by Rs. 74 lakhs to Rs. 1,82 lakhs, to Bombay bv Rs. 23 lakhs to 
Rs. 48 lakhs, and to Burma by Rs. 15 lakhs to Rs. 8.34 crores. The 
higher value of the trade was chiefly due to abnormal shipments of foreign 
sugar. Indian cotton twist and yam and grain and pulse, which 
expanded from Rs. 7 lakhs. Rs. 85 lakhs, and Rs. 1,37 lakhs to Rs. 77 
lekhs, Rs. 1 ,32 lakhs, and Rs. 1 .83 lakhs respectively. Burma took nearly 
nl* the rountry twist and yarn, while Madras, on account of the scarcity pre- 
vailing in that Presidency, had the largest share in the exports of grain and 
pulse and more than a half of sugar. of jute manufactures dropped 

from Rs. 2,41 lakhs, to Rs. 2.24 lakhs, while coastwise shipments of coal and 
ocdce increased from 103,700 tons to 214,500 tons. 
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IV.— TRADE BY RAIL AND RIVER. 

[Report on the Treile carried by rail and river in Bengal during 1919-20.] 

887. The quantity and value of the inland trade of Bengal are exhibited 
in the following table : — 



1913-^14 

(Pre-war >ear.) 

1918*19. 

1919 20. 

♦ 


UdH. 

(1,000) 

1 

Ka. 

(1.000) 

Mda* 

. (1,000) 

Ha. 

(1,000) i 

Mds. 

(1,000) 

ItM. 

(l.OC'O) 

Import! into Bengal including 
Calcutta from other pro- 
viricea 

196,102 i 

1 

i 

58,2K.|8 1 

151,715 

86, .59,21 

157,789 

89,64,34 

Importtt into Calcutta from the 
reft of Bengal 

1 

1 ■ 

} 59,28,04 

n)8,d8‘j 

82,67, :n 

11)8,142 

7y,‘^6,56 

Kxporta from Bengal including 
Calcutta to other provinces ... 

C6,13A 

1 i 

1 

49,72,48 : 

119,960 

94,58,49 

105,157 

i I 

I 

91,65 32 

Kiportf from Calcutta to the 
reet of Heiigat ... 

41,519 

40,2C,9C 

i 

29,941 

46,23,81 

! 

31,906 i 

1 1 

50,92.61 


The total imports into Bengal, ineiuding Calcutta, from other provinces 
were valued at It.s. 80 crorc.s, of which 35 per cent, came from Bihar and 
Oriasa, 21 per cent, from the United Provinces, 10 per cent, from Assam, 0 
per cent, from Bombay, 6 per cent, from the Central Proviiu'cs and Berar, 
6 fier cent, from Madra.s, 3 per cent, from the Punjab, and the balance 
(2 [ler cent.) from other provinces. Of the total exports (Rs. 01 (U'ores), 
32 jier cent, went to Bihar and Orissa, 20 per cent, to the United Provincc.s. 
12 per cent, to the Punjab, 11 per cent, to Assam, 0 per cent, to the Btnnbay 
Presidency, 5 per cent, each to the Central Provinces and the Madras 
Presidency, 2 per cent, to .Sind and British Baluchistan and the remainder 
(4 per cent.) to other provinces. 

388. The principal articles of import into Bengal, including Cah utta, 
from other provinces, were from Bihar and Orissa, railway niatorials (Rs. 0, 
73 lakhs), oilseeds, chiefly lin.seed (Rs. 3,02 lakhs), coal and (;r)ke (Rs. 3,80 
lakhs), iron and steel (Rs. 300 lakhs), grain and pulse;, chiefly gram and 
pul.s(! and wheat (Rs. 1,05 lakhs), la<* (Rs. 1,1>7 lakhs), hides and skins 
(Rs. 1,81 lakhs), tobacco, chieflv raw (Rs. 07 lakhs), jute (Rs. 80 lakhs), 
ghi (Rs. 53 lakhs), hemp (Rs. 51 lakhs), spices, chiefly ( billies (Rs. 43 laklis), 
oils and saltfwjtre (Rs. 35 lakhs each) and metal lic“or(;K and sugar (Rs. 33 
lakhs eatih); from the United Provinces of Agra and Oudh, hides and skins 
(Rs. 3,54 lakhs), oil-swrJs (Rs. 3,45 lakhs), lac (Rs. 2,55 lakhs), grain and 
pulse, chiefly wheat (Rs. 2.2« lakhs), opium (Rs. 2,03 lakhs), qhi (Rs. 00 
lakhs), cotton, raw (Rs. 45 lakhs). hem|) (Rs. 42 lakhs), and sallpetic 
(Rs. 22 lakh.s); from Aasam, tea (Rs. lO.fUi lakhs), grain and pulst;, ehi<;fly 
paddy (Rs. 1,50 lakhs), jute (Rs. 1,20 lakhs), timber (Rs. 54 lakhs), oils, 
chieflly kerosine (Rs. 53 lakhs), hides and skins (Rs. 50 lakhs) and cotton, 
raw, and lac (Rs. 34 lakhs each); from the liombay Presidency, including 
port, cotton manufactures (Rs. 7,01 lakhs), cotton, raw (Rs. 2 k lakhs), 
wool manufactures (Rs. 14 lakhs), and oil-seeds (Rs. 12 lakhs); from the 
Madras Presidency, including ports, cotton manufactures (Rs. 1,01 lakhs) 
oil-seeds, chiefly groundnuts, (Rs. 74 lakhs), spices, chiefly pepper (Rs. 72 
lakhs), and oils (Rs. 32 lakhs); from the Punjab, grain and pulse, chieflv 
wheat (Rs. 78 lakhs), hides and skins (Rs. 50 lakhs), {’otton, raw (Rs 35 
lakhs), and oil-seeds, chiefly ra|>e and mu.stard seed (Rs. 28 lakhs) and 
from the Central Provinces and Berar, cotton, raw (Rs. 3,30 lakhs) cotton 
manufactures (Rs. 40 lakhs), and metallic ores (Rs. 21 lakhs). 

389. The exports from Bengal, includi]^ Calcutta, to Biharand Oris 
sa comprised mainly cotton manufactures (Rs. 10,29 lakhs), grain and 
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)uifie, chiefly rice (Rs. 467 lakbe), metals and a^ufactnres thereof (Bs. 3,61 
akhs), raiiwav materials (Ks. 1. 63 lakh^, oils, chiefly keroHne (Bs. 1,41S 
akhs), sii§(ar (Ub. 08 lakhs), salt (Rs. 82 lakhs), gunny bags and cloth (Rs. 76 
lakhs), spices (Rs. 68 lakhs), timber (Rs. 56 lalus), lac (Rs. 45 lakhs), and 
non -intoxicating dni^ (Rs. 27 lakhs); to the Unih^ Provinces of Agra and 
jQudh, cotton manufactures (Rs. 4,86 lakhs), grain and pulse, dbi^y rice 
(Rs. 2,61 lakhs), metals and manufactures thereof (Rs. 2,26 lakhs), si^r, 
chiefly refined (Bs. 2,07 lakhs), gunny bags and cloth (Rs. 1,27 la^s), oil, 
chiefly kerosine (Rs. 1,10 lakhs), railway materials (Bs. 77 lakhs), spices, 
chiefly betel-^ots fBs. 45 lakhs), and coal and coke (lU. 31 lakhs); to Bombay 
Presidency, incluuing fmrt, coal and coke (ji^. 1,88 lakhs), gunny bags and 
cloth (Us* 1,23 laklis), sugar (Rs. 1,02 lakhs), grain and pulse, chiefly rice 
(Rs. HO lakhs), iron and steel (Its. 70 lakhs), ana tea, Indian (Rs. 59 lakhs); 
to the IHinjah, cotton manufactures (Rs. 3,10 lakhs), sugar, chiefly r^n^ 
(Rs. 1,68 lakhs), gunny bags and cloth (Bs. 1,70 lakhs), iron and steel 
(Rs. I.:i4 lakhs), and grain and pulse (Rs. 39 lakhs); to Assam, cotton 
manufa(*tim;s (K.h. 3,63 lakhs), iron and steel (Rs. 1,34 lakhs), grwin and 
pulse, chiefly rice (Rs. 91 lakhs), sugar (Rs. 49 lakhs), spices (Rs. 30 lakhs), 
and salt (Rs. 29 lakhs) ; to the Central Provinces and Ilerar, grain and pulse 
chiefly rice (Rs. 1,87 lakhs), sugar, chiefly refined (Rs. 60 lakhs), gunny 
hags and cloth (Us 50 lakhs) cotton manufactures (Rs. 35 lakhs), kerosine 
oil (Rs. 29 lakhs), and iron and steel (Rs. 22 lakhs); and to the Madras 
Presidency, including ports, iron and sUscl (Ks. 72 lakhs), and hides and 
skins (Rs. 33 lakhs). 


PUBLIC WORKS. 

EstabI I stiment. 

390. Prior to 1899 U»e appointment and establishment of the Sanitary 
Engineer to this Government were under the control of the General Depart- 
ment and the cost was debited to “ 24 -Medical.” As this system was 
not considered suitiilde by the Government of India, the Sanitary Engineer 
and Ids staff were transferred ti> the control of the Piihlie Works Department 
and the cost \va.s debited to '* 45- Civil Works.” E.xperience, however, 
showed that the whole management of sanitary matters was highly coinjdex 
and involved, and t(» remedy tins and to fdace it on a more e(ficiet»t lMi.sis, the 
appointment of the Sanitary Engineer and his staff wert^ re-tran8ferre<l to 
the General Ik'partment, 

391. In consetjuence of the difficulty of keeping different sets of 
acwmnt tual other causes, it has l)een consideretl necessary to consider the 
revision of the arrangements for the administration of Public Works in 
Sikkim. 

392. The scale® of pay sanctioned by the Government of India for the 
members of the Engineer estaldishment were, after careful consideration, 
found insufficient. The Government of India, with the approval of His Ma- 
jesty’s Secretary of State, sanctioned in October 1919 senior and junior scales 
id pay for the Engineers of both the Imperial and Provincial Services. The 
retention of the two distinctive services of the Engineer offi(»rs being found 
unsuitable in ilte interests of the public service, th(^ have t)een araaiganiated 
into one service under the designation of the ” Indian Service of Engineers.” 

393. The turie-scale of pay sanctioned by His Majesty’s Secretary of 
State is divided into two scales, junior and senior, each with pay, technical 
and overseas allowances. The latter two, however, are admfissihle only to 
Kuro[.M5- recruited officers. 

394. In addition to the Indian Service of Engineers, the ddvemiimt of 
India have, in accordance with the recommendations of the Public Services 
Gommission and the Public Works Reorganisaticm C<Hnmittee, sanoticmed 
two other services, yi*., the Provincial Engineering and the Subordinate En- 
gineering Services. T^ former is designated by the name of the province to 
which it relates, and is therefore in Bengal called the Bengal Engineering 



BriXt>lN(5S. 

Service. The rate of salary sanotioneil by this Govei‘mnent is lls. 250 20 - 
550 — 25 --750 per mensem, with an efneicney bar at Rs. 550 per mensem. 
This servi.e is to comprise the bulk of the oiheers of the I'ublic Works Dcftart- 
ment qualifiefl f*H’ tlie charge of subdivisions. 

With the formation of the new Provincial and SulMUilinale laigineering 
Services it has l>een deci<led eventually to alwilish the existijig Upper ami 
I..ower Sulx'rdinate Services. 


Accounts. 

tfOo. The total outlay of the year 1010-20 on works (Ruildings, Com- 
munications and Miscellaneous Public Improvement) amounted to 
Rs. 1,57.20.001. Of which Rs. 1.05,700 were stamt by the Public Works 
Department and Rs. 55,50.102 l)y local authorities. Of the exj)enditure of 
Ks. 1.05,05,700 incurred by the Public Works l)e{)artment Rs. 10.25,()l() 
were spent on Imperial Works, Rs. 87,00,712 on Provincial Works and 
Rs. 5,71,581 on local and contribution works. 


Buildings. 

i.M.-i:iu.\L CIVIL woii;>.s. 

500. 'I’bc plol of land rcpunhascil from the Port Commissioners was 
fenced on llic wi'st side, tbc Library and lica«ling Room was addcil to and al 
tcred ; the roadway from tlic worksho]> was paved with stone setts. 'I'be Silver 
Mint 'l ank was widmied ami latrines ami urinals wei'c constructed at the iiortli 
cud of th(“ <‘xist iiig Relinery sbi*d. 

507. At the General Po.st Olliee, Calcutta, a wrought iron gate ami rail 
iugw itb lamps were elected at the south-west, corner ; a new building on the 
site of the old aixade build i ng was sta rted ami the li.ill of the Railway Mail 
Servie<‘ Sorting olliee was extended by the construction of a iiic/xa nine floor 
over the post boxes. Lavatories were e«tnst rueteil in tlit' I'onipoiiml of the 
Central Telegra|)li Olliee, Calcutta. In tbc 'rclcgraj)li Stoic Yard, Aliporc, 
a two storied bnihliiig was eoiisl ructed lor llu‘ olliee of the Chief Kleclrieal 
Engineer; an upper storey over building .\o. 1/(5 for the line staff and a 
motor cleaning shed in the C'tnipouml were in lucgress. 

File following works were completed 

Providing an upper storey in the Post .Ma.stcr's (juarters attaclied to tlie 
Post and 'Felegraph olliee at liankura; additions to, and alterations in the 
quarters of the Post Master at Hankura; ionstnicting a well and raising 
partition walls in the Postal Supc'rinti^ndent’s olliee at Herhainpore; pro- 
viding a counU;r railing and iron wall aimirah in the J’ost and 1'clcgra{)h 
ofbee at that placi-. l illing up an in.sanitarv lank hy excavating two others 
in tlie compound of the Post and Telegrajih ofliia* at Diamond Harbour; 
ad<litioiis to, and alterations in the Post oflice at daljtaiguri ami th<‘ Post and 
Telegrapli olliee and Post Ma.ster's qnarter.s at Pabna; prDviding overhead 
racks in the Po.st olliie at Rajshahi; eonstruetion of a Post ami 'Felegrapli 
ohiee at Darjeeling; extension of the Post ofbee at Rajliari; constructmn of 
a Post office with (piarter.s for the Post Masterr at Cox’s Ha/.ar and eonstrue- 
tion of an engine room and battery shed fVir the 'Felegrapli office at ( 'liittagong. 

398. The care-taker’s quarters and the additional bl(« k »d’ .servants’ 
quarters were comjileted. 

399. iielvedere wa.s made the winter residence of His Kxeelleuev fhe 
’Viceroy at Calcutta. A new building, to be subs«‘qnently used as staff quar- 
ters, was erected for the temporarv' housing of the Queen Victoria Memorial 
exhibits. 

400. At Jessore, the Pre.s.s shed, record-room, coach-house and servants’ 
latrine were constructed, and the compound of the Settlement Officer’s 
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ttiOTmuTtow. quarters was raised. The Settlement building at Bankura were completed. 

'Phe construction of a f’ress building at Bankura was carried out by the 
Settlement Officer as Public Works disburser. 


401. The work of renewing the pontoon and landing stages at Barrack- 
pore Park was nearly completed and a revetment wall was built round the 
> Park, (’onstruction of a thermometer shed at Kalimpong was completed and 
ernjction of the instrument checking standards at that place was in progress. 


PKOVI.NCIAL CIVIL HUILDI.S'O.S, 
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402. The following works were coinpleUnl 

Improvements to the latrines and urinals in the Small Cau.se Court, 
Calirutta, and in the Small Cau.stt ('ourt and Police Court, Sealdah; additions 
to, and alterations in the M agist rat e'.s Court in connection with the forma- 
tion of Howrah into an independent district in revenue and judicial matters; 
provision of additional record space at the High Court; additions to, and 
alterations in the Treasury Cuards’ House at llampurhat; alterations in 
tlie ( 'olh^ctorate at Bankura, in order to conv(u*t the Trea.surv iiito a strong 
room; conversion of a part i>f the inner verandah of the District Judge's 
record r(H»m into an office room at Chin.Hura; construction of a combined 
Treasury and (Juard.s’ Houst' in the Subdivisional Court compound at 
l.alhugh; constrm tion <»f an additional verandah on the .south side of the Sub- 
divisional residence at Kandi; provision of iron gratings to the two rooms of, 
and additions to. and altenttions in the malkhana attached to the old 
Coilectrtrate at Mi«lnapore; sjH’cial repairs to the Munsifis at Danton; 
improvements to the .strong nstm f>f the Deputy Commi.ssioner’s office at 
Jalpaiguri, ami conversion of the Circuit Hou.se at Bajshahi into a Suh- 
•ludge's ejlas and office; pntvi.sion of wall shelves for the storage <tf forms 
and certain additions to, and alterations itj the Judge’s Court at Dinajpur; 
ct)nslructi(*n of a combined latrine and urinal for the jurors in tlie .Judge's 
Court com{)ound at llangpur; provision of punkhas in the ejlas and n*cor<l- 
rooni of (he .Munsif’s Court at N'aogaon; improvements in the Mniisif’s Court 
at Nilphamari; extension of the Subdivisional Court at Kurigram; and addi- 
tions to, and alterations in the Colhslorate at Barisal; additions to, and 
alterations in the Munsif’s re<'ord room' at Patuakhali; raising of the land 
accpiired for the mini.sterial oflicers' (piarters at Manikganj; rcconstnution 
of the Portugue.si* buildings attaclusi to the .ludge’s Court at Comilla. 

The following works were in progress 

CoiKstruction of a two stt)reve<l Civil Court building at Burdvvan; 
improvements to the strong room in the Subdivisional Courts at Magura and 
Jhenida; extension of the racks in the .ludge’s Courts at Boa’ia; provision of 
racks for the Settlement records in the Munsif's Court at Nator; extension of 
the Subdivisional Court at Thakurgaon; provision of record racks and 
certain additions to. and alterations in the Subdivisional Court at Nator, 
and construction of a rtx*ord-nH>m for the Collectorate at Fariilpur. 

403. (’oiivstruction of certain buildings in connection with the estahli.sh- 
ment of an Agricultural Middle ScIkh)! at Chinsura was in progre.ss. Land 
for the con.struction of an Agricultural Farm at Suri was acquired. Con- 
stnu'litMi of a seed gtalown attached to the Central I'arm at Manipur. Datra. 
was in progre.sa. Construction of buildings in connwtion with the establi.sh- 
nient of an Agricultural Farm at Sagardi was started. 

4d4. The Collector's rt‘sidence at Rajshahi was converted into a Circuit 
Ibause. 
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405. Dr. V. L. Watts’ house at Bankura, with the adjoining lands, was 
acquired for the resideni'c of the Civil Surginm. The Settlement Officer’s 
resideiu'c at Rajshahi was converted into a house for the Collector. Addi- 
tions and alterations, we re made to the District Judge's residence at Pabna. 

406. The conversion of the upper set of .s(*rvants’ quarters for Govern- 
ment Hmme at Ixiwlands Place. Darjeeling, into a dhobikhana, and the con- 
struction of a new two-storeyed building for the accommodation of servants 
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were completed ; the construction of quarters for the confidential assistant to oistiuiIution. 
His Excellency was almost completed, and the hot water installation in the 
dhobikhana was improved. The buildings attached to the temporary Govern- 
ment House, Dacca, which were destroyed bv the cvclone, were retxmstrueted. 

407. Glazed doors anti windows of the Munsif's quarters at Naogaon •ubdiviaionai 
were converted into i)anel dcwrs and windows. Additions and alterations •na 

were made to the servants’ quarters attached to the Subdivisional Officer’s 
residence at Nator. Construction of a residence for the Subdivisional Officer 
at Alipur Duars was in progress. Construction of a residence for the Sttb- 
divisional Officer at Gopalganj was completed. Construction of a residence 
for the Subdivisional Officer at llrahmanbaria w'as in progress. Temporary 
quarters for four Deputy Magistrates and Munsifs were constructed at Sona- 
pur. owing to erosion of the Noakhali coast . 

408 .Construction of the main block of the Government Pmss building i^Pintina. 
at Chetla. Calcutta, was in progre.ss. 

409. The thatched roof of the licpior warehouse at Midnaporc was re- aKoia*. 
placed with one of Raniganj tiles. Improvements to the spirit bonded ware 
house at Santahar and construction of a jmcca drain in the compound of the 
bonded warehouse at Lalmonirhat were completed. Construction of the 
liquor house at Mymensingh w'as in progress. 

410. Additions to. and alterations in Nos. 5 an<l 6, Government IMace, 

North, were made for the accommodation of the Calcutta Registration ofi’uc. 

The work at the Howrah Regi.stration office w'as iumrly completed. Addit ions 
to. and alO'rations in the Regi.stration office racks at Burdwan were in pro- 
gress. Stwl reconl-racks wer<‘ provi<)ed in the Registration office ,'it Krish 
nagar. Construction of the Sub Rt'gistrar’s (»ffice and quarters at Mollarhat. 
with acipiisition of land for the .same, was eompleteo. Additions to, and 
alterations in. the Registration offiee at I’abna wer<^ com])lete<l. Reconstruc- 
tion of the Registration (*ffice at Mymensingh was completed. Construction 
of the Sub Registry office at Harhatia was in progress. Bricks were c.oliccted 
for the cmistruction of a .sjjb registry offi(‘e at Bari.sal. 

411. Extensions were made to the Howrah and Barrackjmre Jails and 
quarters for Sub Assistant Surgwn were constructed in the Howrah Jail. 

Ad<litions to, and alterations in the solitary cell in Hankura Jail and raising 
the compound wall and |>roviding a seated Alipore })attem latrine in the 
sub-jail at Seram|)ore were in progre.ss. Omstruction of two cells in the lep- 
er w^ard of the Central Jail at Midnapore was in progress. Additions b>, 
and alterations in the sub-jail at Bagerhat were comj)leted. Construction of 
family quarters for the Sub-A.ssistant Surgeon and Assistant Jailer attacthed 
to the District Jail at Khulna was ('ornfdetod. 

The following works were also completed: 

( Vmstruction of a temporary sub jail at Kalirnpong, a new drain in the 
jail at Jalpaiguri, a masonry well in the Bogra Jail, a 2 seated latrim* f(»r 
warders in the compound of the sub jail at Kurigram, a new kitchen for 
Hindu and Muhammadan- prisoners, a new ma.sonrv re.servoir in the Raima 
Jail and a jail ho.spital at Jalpaiguri; provision of a riew pumj) to the masonry 
well in the Malda Jail; raising the compound and plinth of the sub-jail at 
Gaihandha; additions to. and alterations in the temi>orary sub-jail at Kalim- 
pong. the stable for breed fKmies in the Darjeeling Jail, and the iail building 
at Rangpur; improvements to the rub jail ;»1 Kalirnpong, addition of an 
extra godown to the Jail Superintendent’s quarters at Darjeeling; and 
special repairs to the warders’ barrack in Malda Jail; jconstniclion of a 
maaonry compound wall, a gate buibling an<l an entrance gate for the .sub- 
jail at (iiopalganj and removing and reconstructing the .sub jail building 
inside the wall. 

The construction of a row' of ten cells in the ('ent.ral Jail at Ramtrur 
Boalia and the extension of the sub- jail at Nator were in progress. Con- 
struction of the jail hospital at Faridpur was started. 

412. The following works were in progress : — MiftflOill* 

Lunatic Observation Ward at Bhowanipur, c^ompounders’ quarters 

ivil-h office and store room at the Albert Victor Leper Asylum at Gobra; 

16 a 
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mstMiiiuTtPN. second storey to the Elliott Ward in the Campbell Hospital, I've Hospital 
and Nurses Home at the Medical College, Calcntta. 


Servants’ quarters at the Medical C’ollege were completed, and land 
was acquired for further extension of the Medical College and for a hostel 
for civil students. Omstmction Of a Meditral School at Bur<lwari was in 
, progress. A masonry well w.'is sunk in the Civil Surjreon’s resilience at 
Khulna. Certain improvements to the dispensary building at .Phansidewa 
were taken in hand and completed.. The mortuary at \aogaon was removed 
to a new site. 


In regard to the Dacca Milford flospital project, the works noted 
IjcIow w'ere complekwl 


(1) Constnicting King Edwanl Memorial Hall. 

(2) Constructing roads, outlet drains and laying out grounds. 

(3) Constructing A.ssi.stant Surgeon’s iinartcrs and a European 

Ward. 

(4) Certain work.s in connection with the reconstruction of the Mil- 

ford Hosfiital. 

(5) ('onstnicting Dufferin outdoor disj-ensarv. 

(0) Providing electric lights in the King Edward Memorial Hall. 


An ejctension of the two wings on the tiorth side of the Mcdic;il School 
at Dacca was carried out Terraced roof was providivl in place of existing 
corrugated iron roof in the iiiale dissecting room atid flic .Xnatoniical Museum 
in the Medical School, Dacca A Icuqioniry rcsidtuicc for the Civil Sur- 
geon of N’o.'ikhali was cruisfnicfed at Sonapur. * 

;ian. 413. .\s .‘I sanitary iiuprovcnicnf , the old latrines of the (io\crument 

School of Art, Calcutta, were remodelled. The old st a hit's at the Hethune 
College, Caleutfa, wert' eotiverted into class rooms. 

The following work.s w't'rc eomjdctcil: 

Extension of the eotniuon room at Krishnagar f’ollege; eonstnietion of 
a (Jnru Trainim.' School at Haukura. a l.atriiic ami uri?i;il in tin* ziMa seliool 
at flarikura, a Tlimlii ami Muhamma'Iau (‘ookstu*,! iti the (luni Traifiing 
School at Dehogram, a room for lumsing distil'eil water i>1au( in lie' Hni.sha 
hi College, a Muliammailan Imstt'l for the P<>gra Ziba Seheol. a tiffin and 
ilriiikim' waft'r siie l f<ir tlu' dalpaieuri Zilla Sch<'ol. a tiffin ‘dit'tl for the 
llogra Zilla School, a Muhanmiad.au hostel fo*’ the P.ibna Zilla School, a 
wooil godtiwu for tht* Kurstaui"' Victoria Cirh-’ School a l.afriu" and uruuil 
for the teachers of the llogra Zilla School, a <lrain in tin* llavlov Co' ii)da T/il 
Technic.'il School at Hauepur ami an aildifional hatlonom iti the seventh 
winu of the dorniittu'v for the mistress of the Dow TIiH Cir's’ Seliool. Knr- 
seong: improvements to Hindu ami Muhammadan tcokshels attached to 
the Normal School at Hangjinr. to the comiiouml of the ^iHa si'hool at -Tal- 
piiiouri. to the Curn Trainimj School at P;ibna, and to hot w ater supply 
to the Tiorth and south side hathroonis of the Dormitorv in the Victoria 
flovs’ School at Kurseorm*; extcnsioti of the existing tennis grouml at the 
DAw Hill (Jirls’ School. Knrsconcr: provision of new finnkltas in the CnUetri- 
ate School, liatshahi. Tire nroteefive anphani es to the '/iHa school at Pahna. 
a masonry tatik. a Iniiler shed and a hot water in.sf all.ation to the Isolation 
Hospital at the Dow Hill Cirls’ Sehool, Kurscong; surveying the oropo.sed 
site and advance collection of hnildim.^ stonps for tJ*c proposed new dormitory 
hnildine at the Dow Hill (JiHs’ Sehool, Kurseonn; erection of iron railines 
round the Kindei'garten plav erronnd in (he iximnound of the Dow Hill Girls’ 
School. Kurseong: completion of the enelosnre wall; filling nn the small 
tank and improvements to the compound of the Vidyamovee Girls’ School 
at Mvmensingh; and additions to, and alterations in the Middle Vernacular 
Girls’ School and Mistress’ ipiarters at I'aridpnr. 

The following w’orks were in progreas: - 

ConstructioTi of a Model Girls’ School at Bankura, a dveing shed at the. 
Government Weaving Institute at Seramoote. Meullim Training School at 
Peepnolpathi (Hooghlvl, Hindu and Mnh.ammadnn cooksheds in the Guru- 
Training Sehool at Hijli, a cookshod and a latrine wdth tirinal for the 
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Moullim Training School at Hagerliat. a Guru-Trainin" School at Kuriiirain, 
Thaknrgaon, Faridpiir, Sagardi an«l Patnakhali. a hostel for the Muhani 
madan students for the Kangpur Zilla Sc1kk> 1, a play shed for the Kdeii 
High School for Girls, Dacca. lio.ad 'laster’s (juarters for the Guru 'rr.iiiiiiig 
School, Munshiganj; teiuj>orary huihlings for the Noakhali Zilla ScIhhiI 
we?’e erected near Sona|>ur. 

Land was ac*quired for the zilla .school at Htjrdwan and the zilla school 
and the Technical School at liarisal. 

414. Preuiises Nos. 19 to 19/9. Lai Ila/.ar Stre(‘t. (hilculla. for tlu' 
tjuarter.s of married sergeants, and .No. 13. Klysiuni How, for tin* oIVkc of the* 
Deputy Insi'ector-General of I’olici;. w»‘r(* ai*<piir«*d. Land was :il.so ac 
quired for the Kalighal and Hhowanipur police-stations. 'I'he oHice ;ind n* 
sidence fi)r the Ile])»ity Goimuissinner of rolice. Northern Hivision (.No. 113. 
Lpper Circular Hoad). w(‘re completed. Pretni.st's No. *s9. Park Stn'cl, 
were ac<iuired and added to and altered for the acconuuod.ation of tlu* Park 
Strwt |K)lice station. 'I'he first thnir of the Const. ahles' Ifarnn k. 'i'altol i 
thana. waHtConwitcd into Inspector's (juarfers. Additions to. .and altt ra 
tions in the Fenwick Bazar thana. to convert it into he;id(iiiarters of the Puh 
lie Vehi('les Departnn'Ut . w(*re in progrc'.ss. 

Con.struetion of the Police llospit.'il at Bhowanipnr .-md Sihpur and of 
the Police Morgue and Coroner's Court. Calcutta, wore in }>rogre,ss. (‘on 
.struction of police huildings at Klnindaghosh. llanskh.ali. Khoksa, .Naho 
gram. Bethuad.ahari. and hospital at K l•i^hnagil r. weia* in progress 
(Vmstruction f)f i'(*rtain [rolice huildings at .lessore. Indus. Ki'slurhpur. 
Polba, Cliuadanga. I'arrtcca. Ghiirni, Krishnagar and :r rcsid(*ncc for the 
A.ssistant Su[)eriitt(*nd(*nt of Police at S(*ranipur \\<‘re completed. Certairr 
additions to, jpid alteratioirs in the residence of the* Siifreriuteiident of 
Police in the old thana building at Bartkura wert* canted out, cook liousr 
for constables of the town police irt Bankur:) \\ .as also coustrucl(>d. The 
Police buildings at Diainoml Harbour and at Mooriganga weri* almost com 
jrleted. (’onstruction of the l)(*i>uly Superintendent <d' Folice's rt'sideme at 
Diamond Harbour, Police bitildings at l)(*bbalta, family (iuait(*ts for ;i ‘aib 
ins[>ector and a head consl.ibk* in the [»oli<-e .'(at ion ;t( Sl;;imiKig;!r in the 
Khullta district, (piarlers for the Deputy Superiirtcudent of Polite at I’.asir 
hat, police buihlings at .'^.ingalba/ar ami Krvdipur in l!:c Mi inapovc til tri, ‘ 
and additions to, ami alterations in tin* constables' barrm k at ' I Idnap'iii* 
were cmnploted. I'he follou ing wor ks wern* also corttpleted: 

(1) Coirstntclitrg Poliif buildings at Hahttritari in the Harigpitr' 

di.strict . 

(2) ('otrstrircting Police biiildittgs at Katritia in the H ingpur' ilistrit t. 

(3) Const rrreting Police bttildirtgs at Gabtitli irt the P.ogr.r distiici 

(4) Const nn-l ing Police btrihlirrgs at .Toy[»urhat in the Bog! a ilistricC 

(5) Coitsf ritt'f iitg police Irtveslrgatirtg certtr'e !tt Cli.it'>nt|i;ir i:' the 

Pitbitit distr ict 

(ti) Coirstructiirg Police irt vestigating centre at Paha irt thr* Haj 
shalti rlistrret . 

(7) Construeting Polii-e irrvestigating eeirtre at Moh inpttr Khitrd i»t 
the Hajshahi district. 

(H) Constrnctiirg certain hitildings atScraiganj police .‘-taliort in the 

Pahnn di.strict. 

(9) Constructing certain Imildings for the aeeortrmrxlation of the 
trrwn outpost at Pahnrt. 

(10) Constructing a residence for the Deputy Ihspeetrrr Genei’al of 
police. Haj.sltahi Hange, at Jalpaignri. 

The following works in eonne'tion with the Central Polioe 'rraitting 
CoU^e at Saroah, which were in progress the pn-vious y<*ar, w'er<* 
oompleted : — 

(I ) Jie-exeavating and eleariitg the large tank. 

(2) Additional buildings. 

(3) The gy'mnasium and rlrill shed (subseriuently dismantled, owing 

to the erosion of the Ganges) . 
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Tlie construction of quarters for nine hospital warders, one constable 
and two compounders in connection with the Police Training Collie, Sardah, 
vs as in progress at the close of the year. 

The following buildings were in progress: — 

(1) Police investigating centre at Tapan in the Dinajpur district. 

(2) I’olice investigating centre at Gurudaspur in the Kajshahi district. 

(3) Police investigating centre at lianinagar in the Rajshahi district. 

(4) (^mstnicting Police buildings at Bholahat in the Malda district. 
(r>) Constructing Police buildings at Fiilchari in the Ilangpur district 

(materials have lieen ct)liected, but site not yet settled). 

(0) Investigating centre at Pirganj in the Dinajpur district (almast 

compleled). 

(7) Investigating centre at Dhamoirhat in the Dinajpur district 

(almost completed). 

(8) Constructing an office building, for the Deputy Inspector-General 

of I’olice, Uaj.shahi Range, at .Ial|)aiguri. 

({♦) (V*nHtructing I’olice buildings at Kishoreganj in the Rangpur 
(listrii-t (materials collected, hut site not settled yet). 

(10) (’onst ruction <tf I’olice buildings at Balurghat in the Dinajpur 

di.strict. 

(11) Construction of I’olice bnilding.s at Fulbari in the Rangpur 

ilistrict. 

(12) Construction of I’olice buildings at Titalia in the .Talpaiguri 

district (almost completed). 

(I’d) Construction <»f I’olice buildings at .Mipur Duars, district .Talpai- 
guri (materials were heing collected. \o actual construction 
work could Im* done owing to the site not being transferred to 
the Public Works Department bv the Civil Department). 

(14) Construction of certain Police buildings at Kumargram, district 
•lalpaiguri (brick manufai-ture was in progress, site not yet 
formally transferred) . 

d’lie following works we?’e taken in hand and cr)mpleted during the 
vear: 

( I ) Certain improvements t(* the Furopeau Police Inspector's <]uarters 
at .lalpaiguri. 

(2) Constructing a combined latrine and urinal in the Police lanes 

at Bogra. 

(3) Certain improvements in tin* new Police lanes at Rangpur. 

Cl) Constructing sweepers' .shed in the Police lanes. Rangpur. 

(.■)) Providing sky light on the roof of the Police office at Bogra. 

Materi.als were collwted for the improvements to the p(»lice station at 
Pirgacha in the Rangpur district and work was started. 

The following works, which were in progre.ss in the previous year, were 
completed during the year under report : 

ID (’onstructing a .small inve.stigating centre at Serajdikhan. 

(2) Constructing a small inve.stigating centre at Faridabad. 

(3) (’oust met ing Police buildings at Kalmakanda. 

(4) Constructing Police inve.stigiiting centre at Kaoran. 

(5) Constructing Police buihlings at Singair. 

Ml) Constructing a small investigating centre at Baidyabazar. 

(7) Con.structing jiol ice station hou.se at Gandaria. 

(S) (^mstnulting ctokshed on a fresh site in the comjmund of the 
Constables’ Training School in the Mill Barrack. Dacca, 

Certain works in the Military Police l.ine.s at Pilkhana, Dacca, were 
completed. 

1’he follow ing works were in progress: — 

(1) (\mstrncting Police buildings at Madhiipur in the Mymensingh 

dist rict. 

(2) Constructing a small investigating centre at Char Bhadrasan in 

the Faridpur district. 
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(3) Constructing a small investigating centre at Kalkini in the Tarid- 

pur district. 

(4) Constructing office building for the Deputy Tn.spector-Oeneral of 

Police, Barisal. 

(5) Constructing a new Kotwali police-station at CUiittagong. 

(6) Constructing Police buildings at Feni. 

(7) Constructing Police buildings at Sonagazi. 

The following buildings were also completed: — 

(1) Constructing Police section station on the south bank at Chaml- 

pur. 

(2) Converting the bank house at Chandpur into a residence for the 

Deputy Superintendent of Politre. 

(3) Constructing Police buildings at Karidganj. 

(4) Constructing residence for the Deputy Inspector-Cencral of 

Police. Barisal. 

(5) Constructing small Police inve.stigating centre at (hwairhat in the 

Faridpur district. 

(6) .Constructing Police outpost at Janjira in the Faridpur district. 

Temporary residence for the Superintendent of Police, Noakhali, was 
constructed at Sonapur. owing to the erosion of the coast at Noakhali. The 
construction of the small inve.stigating centre at Itfijair was started. 

415. The (lovernment Re.sea.rch Tannery at 'I'angra w.-us completed. 
Land was accpiired for tlie Bengal Survey Office. 'I’eakwood record racks i?i 
Barrack No. 1 for a Settlement oflice at Berham|)ore were })roviiled. 

416. The following works were in progre^ss : — 

Collector’s Court with 1'rea.sury and (luard House, Circuit House, ,)ail 
buildings. Police buildings, residence* for the Superintendent of Polit e, thrw* 
sets of quarters for three Deputy Miigi.strates and Dak Bungalow. 

Subiivisional Court, Suh-'l'reasury and Cuiird Hou.se, .*nh jail. r(>si- 
dence for the Subdivisional Officer, Nlunsifi, and sub Deputy Collector's 
quarters. 

For temporary water supply at Hijii and dhargrani arrangements were 
made for excavating tanks and wells. Temporary .staif (piarturs for the 
Public Works Department sulxtrdinales were jirtjvided. Construction (»f tin? 
principal roads in the town was in jtrogress. Kxcavatiou «)f two taid\s, with 
f)ucca ghats, one in the Park and the other near the (k)llwtorate at. Hi jii, 
was taken up. 

The construction of oflice and <|uart<;rs for the s|>eci:il oflicer in charge 
of the Co-operative Societies in the Jtai.shahi Division at Naogaon was in 
progres.s. 

417. The following works were in progre-Hs (’onstruction of a Sub 

Overseer’s quarters at Nator, a godown and rest hou.se for SufK»rdinates at 
Serajganj, a godown at N’at>goan and a godown and w<)rkshed witli quarU^rs 
for the staff at Jalj)aiguri. ^ 

418. Hospital for I’ropical Diseases "at the Medical College, Calcutta, 
was completed and the extension of the Scluxd of Tror)ical Medicines was in 
})rogres8. Construction of a kitchen and dining hall and certain additions 
to, and alterations in the Loreto Convent at Darjeeling was completed. 


CONSt’l.TINO AKCllITtXTS' llErOKT. 

419. The Consulting Architect has submitted the following report re 
garding the more important projects prepared in his office. A numlnir of 
photographs of buildings designed by the Consulting Architect are apjiended 
to the report. 

Verv little work designed l)y the Con.sulting Architect was complct(?d 
during the year. The list, however, includes an office and residence for the 
Deputy Commissioner of I’olice, Northern Division, in Sukea Street, the 
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Carmichfjol Hospital fur Tropical Diseases, Calcutta, the Assistant Surgeon's 
(|uai ter.s and the ICuropean ward at tlie Mitfurd Hospital, Dacca, and the 
out patients department attached to the same hospital. 


I’lie following work.s from the Consulting Architect’s design were under 
construction, or construtrlion was started during the year and detailc*d draw- 
ing.s were .supplied from time to time during progress of the work:-- 


( 1 ) IVilice .Vforgue and Coroner’s (>>urt, Calcutta. 

(2) New N urses’ Home, Medical College, Calcutta. 

(3) Eye Hosjiital, Medical (>)llege, Calcutta. 

(4) I’.xtension of School of Tropical Medicine, Calcutta. 

(.O) Kxten.sion of (leneral Post Olhce, (’alcutta. 

(<>) Police Hospitul, Bhowanipur, Calcutta. 

( 7 ) Observation Ward, Bhow'anipur, Calcutta. 

(5) Bengal Ooverninent Press, Clietla. Calcutta. 

(b) Police Hospital, Sibf)ur. Howrah. 

(10) Medical School, Burdwan. 

(11) Civil Court building, Burdwan. 

(12) King Kdward Memorial Bbu-k, Mitford liospitni, Dacca. 

(13) l*(».st and 'I'elegraph «»Hice llarjeeling. 

(11) ( 'ollectorab*. llijli. 

(1.5) ( 'irciiit Hou.se, llijli. 

(1<5) Ibdv Bungalow, llijli. 


Oetailed designs were prepari'd for the following, but work has not yet 
liee'i taken in band. 


(1) ( mice for tlie Din'ctor, Betig;il Survey, Clietla, Caleutta. 

CJ) l’.\((Misioti of (‘visting Xiir.scs' Home, Medical College, Caleutta. 
I'.',) police Lilies, llijli. 

(4 ) .lailor’s quarters, (‘tc, , llijli. 

(5) Ucsideme for Magistiate, lli|li 

(<») Dow 11 ill School 1 )oruiilorics, Kiirscong. 

(7) \’iilaniovee ( Jills’ School. M viii'Misiagh. 

(*•) diiilge's Coiirl , Bogra. 

Sketches wiM'i' also prepared for the billow iiig: 

( I ) Proposed Hals at l*oral»a/ar. Calcutta. 

(2) House for Chief dustice. Calciilla. 

(3) I'.xlension of Ldeii Hospital and Out [latients' MaU‘rnity 

1 lepartineni . ( 'ah utla. 

( t) I’hroat, Nose and Kar Hospital. Cah uKa. 

(Ti) 1 teiital S(,'liool, Caleutta. 

(li) Ma’ried Sergc.uils' (piartei.s, L.ill Bazar, t’.iUaill.i. 

(7) House for Supeniitendeul of Poliee, Hinajpiir. 


( oMMI NlC.\ rioNs 

42t>. The reconstruct ion of the “ Howe Trii.ss ” bridge over the Setij- 
hora at the ISth mile of theTtvsta Valley Koad was taken up during the 
yea r . 

Tlie following .surveys were undertaken, the last only lieing completed 
during the year: 

(U Koad from Tei'sta to Kalim}>ong 

(2) l.aclien Hoad for the purpost's of rn'ord. 

(3) Main road at Kalimpong in connection with the development of 

a hill station. 

(4) Hoad from Panighutta to Namsii. 

The construetion of a bridle road in connection with the ilevelopment of 
Kalimpong as a hill station was .started. 
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421. An estimate amounting to Bs. 69,000 was sanctioned for metal' oistriimtion. 
ling the ranaining 8^ miles of the Hilli-Balurghat Boad in Dinajpur district. 

The work was starts and collection of bricks was in progress at the close 
of the year. 

422. During the first half -year of the year work in connection with the 
improvement of roads in the Duars of the Jalpaigturi district was confined to. 

cmnpletion ci tboee works the constructicaii of which had been started last 
year CM* earlier. These were: — 

The Dalgaon-Lahkapara Boad up to mile 

The Dimdima bridge. 

The Kalua bridge. 

The Pagli bridge. 

It was also decided to extend the Dalgaon-Lankapara Road u)) to the 
10th mile. The land, however, was not obtained till late in the year, result- 
ing in slower, progress with work than was anticipated. 

In April 1919, the Hon’ble J- Cr. Gumming, Member in charge of 
the Public Works Department Portfolio, made a tour of inspection of the 
Duars, and* in Novemner, a report containing the results of this inspection 
was published. The recommendations of the Hon’ble Meinl>er w'ere subse- 
quently accepted by Government and sanction was recicivetl to commence 
work on the following roads: — 

{a) llarnes-Mainaguri Road (length 6 miles). — An estimate for 
metalling and improving this road, amounting to Us. 1,(151.890, 
was sanctioned in Noveml)er 1919. The earthwork was almost 
completed during the year. 

(6) Latiguri to Mainaguri Road (length 12 miles). An estimate for 

constructing this road, amounting to Rs. 2,92,700, was sanc- 
tioned in January 1920, but work could not be started as pos- 
session of tlie land had not been obtained. 

Tlie construction of a reinforced concrete arch bridge of 60 feet sj)an 
which is included in the estimate, was started towar<l.s the end 
of the year. 

(r) Mainaguri to Dhupguri lioad.— As orders for construdijng this 
road were given late in the year, the work was not started. 

Bridges over the .Jaldhaka, Dimdima and I*agli rivers were completed 
during the year and opened to traffic. 

The bridge over the Kalua river was almost completed at the end of 
the year and the constriu tion of three bridges on the Dalgaon-Lankapara 
Road 'was started and fair progress made. 

The conditions ^ regards ]alx)ur and materials repiained very much as 
in previous years; prices remained high and materials were difficult to obtain. 

On the whole, the year’s work Wjis satisfactory and the f)rogresH made 
provided unbroken communication over the fully meti^led and bridged roads 
in those tea garden areas in which the improvements were com|>leted. 

The construction of a godown and workshop with quarters for the staff 
at Jalpaiguri was in pMigress. 

423. The construction of a road from Malialsory to Ramgarb has l)een chiHMon« 
in progress since 1915-16. A revised estimate was under preparation. 

Progress was made with the construction of two bridle roads from Nanier- 
char to Mainimukh and from Khagrasory to Dighinala, hut the work could 
not be completed owing to scarcity of labour. 


ARBOUICn.TUKE. 

424. Arboricultural operations along roads in chai^ of Public Works Ai*bM*iouitui>«. 
Department were carried out to the funds available. 
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MISCELLANEOUS PCBLIC JMPItOVEMENTS. 

425. In order to remove the congestkm traffic oot Cbovriiighee Bond 
between Corporation Street and Sudder Street, the tram lies between Mayo 
Hoad and E^lanade Junction were diverted to the west of the Chowrin|^bee 
walk on the CaUaitta maidan. 

* A new footpath along the ea^ side of Hospital Boad from its jnnotkm 
with Queensway to its junction With Lower Circular Koad was constructed 
at a cost of Its. 11,329. 

426. The stone ^d brick revetment for protecting the bank the river 
Canges at Sardah Police Training Coll^, which was taken up last year, was 
completed during the year at a cost of fe. 1,28,727. The bank at the end of 
the revt'tmeut was seriously eroded during the last flood season, and the revtA- 
ment work itself was damaged to some extent. In consequence of this, an 
estimate (Rs. 38.900) was sanctioned for repairing the revetment and filling 
up the oasteni end with stfme boulders. The work was in progress. 

427. 'I he Canges (Padma) at Pabna, which has been threatening the 
Uiwn of Pabna since the flood of 1917, assumed a dangierous attitude during 
the last flood season. It carried away a considerable tract of land interven- 
ing l)etw(Hni the Padma and the town. Protective measures were resolved 
uiKm and an estimate amounting to Ks. 1,55,385 was sanctioned for wire 
mattress protection. The work was in progress at the end of the year under 
review. 

428. ’ The instruction of spur work in the Teesta bed, opposite the Zilla 
School ami Kor<wit oflice, for protecting the town of Jalpaigun, was complet-. 
ed <luring the year. 

Reclamation of tlie niarehy land near the Karla Bridge at Jalpaiguri 
was continued and by the end of the year about three-fourths of the whole 
project had been cximpleted. 

429. 'I'he sj)ur work in the lied of the Mahananda river for protecting 
the embakment near Ramnagore was completed. 

436. The construction of stone “sausage” bunds in the Saruamati 
river bt‘d for 8up{>ly of water to Balukgarah jote was taken in hand and com- 
pleted during the year. 

431. The Bhairab river foreshore at Khulna near the Government buil- 
dings was scoured during the severe cyclone of the 24th September 1919, and 
the construction of spUrs to protect the river bank was taken in hand. The 
work was in pmgress at the end of the year; the expenditure for the year be- 
ing Rs. 2.002 against the sanctioned esUnate of Rs. 4,192. 

432. There was very little erosion during the year. The protective 
measure.s carried out in the form of “ sausage ” work appear to have checked 
the erosion. 

'file jetty nuM>iageat Barisal with the approach bund, which has hitherto 
l)e<‘n in charge of the Pollwtor of Bakarganj, was taken over by the Public 
Works Department, and an estimate was sanctioned amounting to Rs. 1,9^ 
for improvements to the landing stage. 

433. There w»is no serious erosion during the year. 

434. Erosion of the river bank steadily continued. No original or re- 
pair' work was executed in connection with the existing protective works. 

435. During the intense cyclone of the 24th ^ptember 1919, some land- 
slips mainly due to wave action occurred. An estimate was sanctioned for 
rt'storing the erodett places. 

436. Erosion continued throughout the y^r, but the rate decreased as 
compareil with previous years, the river having encroached 5^ feet as 
against 658 feet of 1918-19. 

437. During the year, the following licenses for the supply of enerjgy 

w’ore granted by wie Government of Bengal under the Indian Electricity 
Act, 1910:- 

(1) “ The Hooghlv-Chinsnra Electric License. 1919 " was granted to 
Messrs, ilursing Sahay Madan Qopal, of Calcutta. 
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The Bhatpara Electric License, 1920 ” was granted to Messrs. 
Begg, Dunlop and Company, of Calcutta. 

Tl» following applications for the grant of licenses under the Indian 
Etootricity Act, 1910, were received by the Government of Bengal during the 
year:— 


w. 
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(1) From the Calcutta Electric Supply Corporation for Uie supply of 

energy within the area covered by the Bally and Uttarpara 
municipalities. 

(2) From Messrs. Nursing Sahay Madan Gopal, of Calcutta, for the 

supply of eneigy within the area covered by the Serampur 
Municipality, Mnhesh, Chatra, etc. 

(3) From Mr. M. C. Ghosal for the supply of energy within the area 

covered by the Chittasrong Municipality. 

(4) From Messrs. Octavius, Steel & Co., for the supply of energy in the 

Dooars of the Jalpaiguri district. 

(5) From Messrs. Kilburn & Co., of Calcutta, for the 8ut>plv of energy 

within the area covered by the Raniganj coalfields. 


The sanction of Government, under section 28 (1) of the Indian Electri- 
city Act, 1910, was accorded to the supply, bv the Gourii>oro Companv. T.td.. 
of electric energy to 0) the jute mills now being built at Kantalonra. Na ihati 
(to be called the Nuddea Jute Mills), and (2) in hulk P* th'' Naihati Munici- 
pality in the event of their desiring to take a supply in hulk from the Gonri- 
pore Co., Ltd., at a future date. 

An annlioatiou was received from Messrs. Andrew, Yule «Sr Co.. Mauaginj? 
Agents, Disherparh Power Supply Co., Ltd., for sanction under sei tion 28 
(1) of the Indian Electricity Act, 1910, to supply energy to certain collieries 
in the districts of Burdwan and Bankura. 

The functions of the Government of Bengal under section 18 (1) of the 

Indian Elec'tricity Act 1910, and under clause XTTI of the Schedule to the 
Act were delegated to the Electric Tnsocctor, Bengal. 

438. Six cattle-sheds at Silicruri belonging to the Military Dei>artment 
were burnt down on the night of the 25th April 1919. An estimate was sane 
tioned amounting to Rs. 3.0.50 for the reconstruction of two of the sheds on 
the existing pucen floors with double mat walls and thatched roofs. The 
work was taken in hand and cornidet^d during the year. 


COXTRinrTTOV WORKS. 

439. The drainage scheme for the Kalimtmng Bazar and town wa« o*i»j«*iii.g. 
made over to the District Engineer, Darjeeling, for execution. 


Railways. 

440. With the exception of the following light railways which are to AAmmwtr*- 
some extent under the control of the Government of Bengal, the more imi)ort- “*"• 
aut lines of railway in this Province are under the direi't control of the Gov- 
ernment of Indiia, Railway Department (Railway Board) = — 



Gauge. 

length ill 

(1) DarjeelinK-Himalayau Railway 

2'.0* 

51 00 

(2) Bengal-Provincial Railway (Tarkeswar- 
Tribeni). 

2 '-6* 

. 33-27 

(3) Howrah-Amta Light Railway 

2'.0'' 

43-87 

(4) Howrah-Sbeakhalla Light Railway 

2'-0'' 

19-76 

Baraset-Basirhat Light Railway 

2'-6» 

62-24 

(6) Jesaore-Jhenidah Railway 

2 '-6* 

36-76 

2.V..H8 


441. Daring tbe year under review no new railways were opened to wiiMg* 
traMc in ♦big Presidency; the total mileage open on Slst March 1920 was 
tbs^eforethe same as on 31st March 1919, viz., 3,269*92 miles. 
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442. The following surreys were sanctioned by the Railway Board dur- 
ing the year :— 

the agency of the Eastern Bengal Railway — 

A detailed survey for a line of railway on the metre gauge from 
Nandanpur to Gabsera, a place on the .Tamuna River opposite 
to Berajganj, in connection with the proposed Mymensingh- 
Serajganj Railway. 

By the agency of the A ssam-Bengal Railway — 

(1) Survey for a light railway from Akhaura station on the Assam- 

Bengal Railway to Birendranagar rid Agartala, a distance of 
al)Out 15 miles. 

(2) A traffic mirvey for a line of railway from Alipur Duars to Kumar- 

gram, a distance of about 20 miles. 

By the agency of the Darjeeling- Himalayan Railway Extension's 
Company, Limited — 

(1) A detailed survey for a line of railway on the metre gauge from 

Pacliagarh to Dinajpur rid Bodachakla, Nischinlipur and 
Bwhagunge, a distance of almut 55 miles. 

(21 A detailed survey for a line of railway on the metre gauge from 
Kiss<*nganj to Nekmurd, a distance of about 20 miles. 

(3) A detailed survey for a line of railway on the metre gauge from 

Pirgunge to llochagunge, a distance of about 8 miles. 

By the agency of the J essorc-J henida Railway ('ovipany. Limited — 

A reconnaissance survey for an extension of the .Te.s.sore-Jhenida Rail- 
way from .Ihenida U) Salkopa. a distance of about 11 miles. 

By the agency of Messrs. Gillanders, Arbuthnot & Co., of Calcutta — 

(!) A detailed survey for a loop line of railway on the metre gauge 
from Sarar(;har rid Kathiadi to Ki.shoregauj, lK)th stations on 
the Mymensingh-Bhairab Bazar Railway. 

(2) A re«’onuai8.sance survey for a system of feeder railways on the 

metre gauge in the Kishoreganj area conjprising lines from — 
{a) Kushoreganj to Bndla, {h) Nilganj to Keudua, and 
(r) Kishoreganj rid Nandail to Brahmaputra, a total distance 
of about 50 miles. 

443. The construction by the agency of the East Indian Railway was 
sanctioned of a 5' 0* gauge railway from a imint north of the Adjai river on 
the Gndal Sainthia Chord line of the East Indian Railway to Pariarpur vid 
Kasta. a distance of aliout 17 miles. 

The proposed J essore-Faridpur Chord Railway. 

444. On the invitation of the Railway Board to express their views on 
certain alternative alignments which had been proposed for this railway the 
Government of Bengal recommended that the alignment from Jessore to Raj- 
bari rid Narikelbaria and Magura would be the least objectionable; at the 
same time they expressed the opinion that the construction, in this locality, of 
a railway crossing the important drainage lines of a tract of countrv' which 
is at prt*st‘nt unstable owing to the vast and significant changes that are taking 
plai'C in the river system, would be a most difficult and expensive problem. 
For these reasons and in view of the fact that communications in this area are 
providetl for bv inland steamer services, they considered that it was undesir- 
able to construct railways in this area. The' Government of India, after con- 
sideration of the views expressed by the Local Government, agreed that 
.schemes for the extension of the broad gauge beyond Jessore should not be 
proceeded with further at present. 

Mymensingh-Jamalpur-J agannathganj Railway. 

This railway, 66 -05 miles in length, was owned by the India General 
Navigation and Railway Cmnpany. Its transfer to Government being con- 
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sidered advisable for financial and administrative reasons it was, in accord- otsTmoMTioM. 
ance with the terms of the contract, purchased from the Company on the 
Ist January 1920. It now forms an ^integral part of the Eastern Bengal 
Railway system. 

The Darjeeling-Himalayan Raihvay. 

The question long outstanding between the Government of Bengal and 
the Darjeeling-Himalayan Railway Company, as to the separate liability of 
Grovernroent and the Railway Coxnpany to pay for various works which pro- 
tect, or in other w^ays affect, those portions of the Darjeeling Hill Cart 
Road which do not carry the railway, was finally settled ; the separate lengths 
of the cart road on which the railway does not run were clearly determined. 


Canals— Irrigation and Navigation. 

[Adiriinirtratii»n UefKtrt of Irnuntiun- works fui tlis yoar 1919 20. StatiHlics of Bi itifil) Imiis 

Part lU — Comniorcfal aorvior.] 

445. The transactions of the Irrigation Department, Bengal Presiden- oapitAi an« 
• cv, for the year 1919 20, are exhibited in the following stat^eut so far as 
they relate to works of irrigation and navigation ; — poopuiit*. 


Caimtai- account. 


Heals. 

Atnoutit of 
c«»iiatrtict ion 
eatfmate. 

Kji|M*nditurr 

duriiifT 

1!#11» 20 

Kipendiiuris 
♦.o unil <*f 
iimt-20. 

lUittiico for 
rxpntulitiirr fr<>ni 
let April 

Major Irrigation ]Vorki\ 

Uh. 

Kb. 

Kh. 

Rb. 

Direct cliarge« 

Iiidirt‘Ct chargeH 

1,(>S,(;7,28J 

2,48,078 

( - ) 3,666 

6 

1,08,61,690 

2,48,8.39 

r),.v.u 

(-)I6I 

Total 

l,ll,l.'»,5t.VJ 

( - ) 3,660 

1,1 RIORUM! 

.'>,4.30 

Minor Work^i and Navigation, 





Direct charges 

Indirect charges 

1,01,24.WG 

2,71,742 

7,12,301 

12,518 

1,46,43,072 

2,27,6.32 

14,81,884 

47,110 

Total 

1,63,39,698 

7,24,819 

1,48,70,704 

1.5,28,994 


Revenue Account. 




WORtlMO KirilfIM. 


Heads. 

fleodpti. 

i 


1 

Net fleieiju**. 



Olreot. 

i 

Indirect. 

j Total. 


i 


! R«. 

Rh. 

15*. 

1 

j Rb. 

Minor Irrigation Work$ 

I 3,19,0.53 i 

[ ' 

1 2, 09, .574 

10,717 

2,20,291 ' 

98,762 

Minor Workt and Naviga-- 
lion. 

! 

1 


1 

a 


Works for which Capital and 
ReTenne accounts are kept 

7.37.H:14 

1 j 

8,60,107 

28,601 

i 

8,88,708 

( - )1,.50.874 

Works which only Revenue 
accounts are kept 

1 

1 

1 32,696 

71,480 

4.446 

7.5,926 

(-)l 4,2.30 

Works for which neither Capi- 
tal nor Revenue accounts are 
kept 

• 1 

1 

!• 

26.918 

1 

38,413 


( 

38,413 

( - )11.495 
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446. The following etaiement shows the areas irrigated during the par 
as compared with the average of the triennial period ending Kar^ 1919:— 



1 MifrMiroaa Oahal (Ma^oii Wougn^. 

i 

ftMW CiJIAL fiilVOII Wosuh 


\ liMlwiiva of 

I hoi waotltor. 

» 


ToUh 

KimHf 

of 

liM wooUtor* 

1 

j ToliL 



Acr«t^ 

Acm. I 

! 

1 Acfift. 

t 

1 

Aerti, 

1 

Ams. 

t 

1 

Aen4 

Avf»rttg«» of the; trifiici^uin 

83,S7S 

! 

m 

: 84,454 

94,808 

489 

1 

1 9S,999 

1 

For im ii) 

( 

87,5tH 

2.16S 

! 8»,e92 

i _ i 

90,674 

125 

: 1 

20,799 

1 


447. The following statement shows the lengths, of canals and distri- 
hutaries which were in o[)eration difrix^ the year 1919-20: — 




llidtiftpiin) 

1 Bd«n 








Miles. 

Mttiii Irrigation 


53<»01 

7-5 

Mruuclt (!hiiqI, Irrigation 


1 

2 

l)i»trilHitarit‘H of ahovo 

• » • 

... 2.'i4-.54 

7-6 

Niivigahlt^ ohannol# 


69-75 

• •• 


Navigation. 44 g Tfip following stateinent shows the traffic on the navigable 

canals during the year 1910 20 as compared with the average of the triennium 
ending March 191*9: — 



MtPNAfoHK 

t'AH At. 

Hum Tiiuh 1 

Ca?»AIm ‘ 

OeirifTTA AMi 
ItAMTftHN UAJIAU. 

ICAHAHII'KII BtL 

Rot TO. 

OrIOOA OOitT 
CA9AI.. 

Nimi RITIOO. 


A varnga 

tn.uifiioM) 

^idUlg 

iWfV 

Ava*•g^p|* 

of ttit 
trieoniutn 
voding 
March 
1919. 

1 

' for ( he 
>ear 

1 IV 19 IV. 

! 1 

^ vnvaira 
of the 
irlvnntuDi 
aiHling 
March 
I919. 

Fiv the 
year. 
191V.90. 

ivvriAfie 
of th * 
iriennlDiu 
andiui 
March 
1»1». 

For the 
year 
10I9-90. 

Avenge 

of the 
irlvnlit»m 
ending 
Marab 
1910. 

For the 

iifoVo. 

Averagt 

of the 
tritnoiagi 
enaing 
JWarcb 
191V. 

For the 
year 
1919-90, 

tAtiigth of t\iiial 
OIWM 

1 

49| 

! 

49rl 

1.114 

t.IM 

98 

14 

*9* 

M4 

4004 

4Mt 

UotteiplA 

Us. 4II.4«9 it.SfJ 

49.642 

rr.wt j 

i 

I,64t.lli7 

1.90.101 

1,44,997 

9.40,009 

19,107 

14.999 

17,014 

19,074 

Tonrwtf* of IsiatA 
l)Y oNtml uMsMurth 
IIWMlI 


m.fu 

i 

) 

iti.m j 

900, Ml 

1. 910.979 

909.740 

199.109 

100. lit 

199,909 

I9.M0 

09.900 

Hsilmattxl weight 
of ear go 

j ; 

N8.409 j 

! 

109.144 

1 

«60,4W 

i 

709,999 j 

1.494,999 

l,M9.100 

10 499 

49.107 

01,000 

1 

49,000 

BwilntatiHl value of 

(TwnU 

i i i i ! 

lu 7.99.14.004 

1 ' ■ { 


14*94,19.094 1 

10.11.44409 

i M.I0,f 17 

t».99,90l 

1 1 

! 

1 il9,9iM70 

jl.4l, 00,49: 

•atlnwiled value of 
VTiwiple 

1 _ 

7,lK,t «.t«8 

: ' 

r.M« 

1 

1 

10,099 > 

) 

44.1190 

77.910 

1 

1 

i.«f| 

i, 1 

1 

7, MO 

1 1 

4t.M7 i 

MJCl 

09, 90 

1 

! IMM 

1 


In accordance with the instructions of the Government of India, the 
discharges of certain rivers as shown bebw wnre recorded during the year 
under review : - - 


SOUTH-WESTERN CIRCLE. 


Dtlit 

12th April 1919 

30th 

17th May „ 
»tli „ 


River Damodar. 


• *a 

• V« 


aa« 

aaV 




biliiitiwa iv! Ovnei’ tV - 


Juiatl . 

105 


aa* 

• •a 


JhMupvi. 

JsMMllpttr. 


aaa 

31 

6}0 

• •• 


406 


aaa 




OAK4d^^-T«M|l0ATlOll AND NAVlGAflON. 


da 

OllAlle IVe 








rUMUaTlON 

Ihrt*, 




blAiUlAlitiKA IN Ot HRCH 

AT- 

AfA9 





Jujttti. 

<lhnti|»ur. 

4nmAl)nit . 


30th May 191ft 

w •• 

A 

A 

AAA 

45t> 

... 


31rt „ 

It 


A A* 

314 

• ae 

... 


29th Jaoe 



AAA 

... 

• •• 

6,2.69 




• •• 

A « A 

8, .306 

6,977 

A A A 


27th July 

tf 


AAA 

«*a 


14,344 


■ Slat „ 

9* 

• •• 

AAA 

■10,633 

14,337 

... 


28ih Aogaat 


« • • 

AAA 


AAA 

• ae 


30th „ 


#*# 

AAA 

AAA 

AAA 

13..668 


30th September 

Tt 

nnd 


5,800 

... 

.6,.6i2 


8th October 

14 



... 

* • . 

10,331 


Uth „ 

1* 

• •A 


... 

• •• 

1 2,1)63 


20th „ 

11 

A •• 


3,24.6 


... 


22nd 

t» 

• • • 

AAA 

AAA 

• 

4,139 


Slat „ 

fl 

A •• 

AAA 

AAA 

... 

4,193 


8th November 

99 

• n A 

AAA 

AAA 

.3 

... 


14th 

99 

AAA 

AAA 

AAA 

e A A 

I,S72 


36th 

ft 

AAA 

AA A 

AAA 

AAA 

1,284 


2hth 

99 

AAA 

AAA 

1,717 

a.A 

... 


iKhh „ 

99 

AAA 

• a A 

• •• 

2,0.66 

• •• 


11th December 

99 

AAA 


1,13.6 

... 

... 


14th 

99 

AAA 

AAA 

• •• 

... 

ims 


28th 

19 

AAA 

AAA 

• •• 

... 

761 


Slat „ 

99 

AAA 

AAA 

791 

tSHl 

• • • 


ISth January iy20 


AAA 

.*• 

• •• 

f)70 


16th 

99 

AAA 

AAA 

647 

. . • 

tat 


30th „ 

91 

AAA 



. . . 

4S4 



19 

AAA 


rm 

... 

t • * 


9th February 

99 

AAA 


... 

... 

:vM 


17th 

• 1 

AAA 


7H.i 

... 

AAA 


26lh .. 

99 

AAA 

AAA 

• •• 

• •• 



27ih 

99 

AAA 

AAA 

• •• 

366 

• • • 


29th ,, 

!• 

* A A 

A A A 

2K1) 

... 

» • . 


14th March 

99 

AAA 

AAA 

• •• 

... 

2.26.7 


16th 

99 

AAA 

AAA 

2,012 

1,KH9 

... 


^»(Hh „ 

99 



• •• 

• . • 

1,173 


3lMt 

9^ 

A. A 

AAA 

1,2114 

2,04H 

... 



CKNTUAL CIRCLE. 

Statement $hfm ing the observed disctuiryes of the rivers in the Jiirhhum diatr.ct 

for the year 1910-20, 




HKPlKMaKU 1919. 
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0)0. 
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! 
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ill roace. 

n .Ir. 

Quantity 

III 

! 

< in iMiMw . ill >'u«^ . 

1 


}At|iAtii<l*cr 

1 i»i». 

a 

iWptemhor 

1919. 



C>rtotwr 

1919. 


j 

! rik'totw 
^ lit JO. 


Mortria) 

... 

itth i9.m 

IHh 

&11 

I.IS7 

1 1 

l»t 

1MI9 

2itii 

§o0 L43S 

BmbnwntlA) ... 

- 

lAiii ; i.tt« 

fSth 

110 

l.«A4 j 

1 j 

lal 


lut 

; §u . §00 

BAAAkfc <A) 


I 

tlth , 1I.7AS 

< 

» 

AAtb 

! 

i 

1 AM 

i ’"! 

lat 

1 §.791 

Slat 

j Itl 1 VAH 


(4i) Aa hUtti AbkiA ooecMTpA io AojAkB fttMi riwvt oMaa Aava In »oA OctotMr th** >»f thU t Ivor Aid not ctmngr and Au« inf 

& period wm no «r tbegnufM. OolmlfttloiiMof diM*h*rtr«« for n«|>Ufnritirr end w^ re mariied 

•si frotn iho «»m» (don Mid o'oot MMSlIoo. Daring tlkeUtt^r (Mri of ttie waUr ni ih« down r«ni« vorf 

low for whkA Urn siting bad tn tm ramorod no itint th« « woo no inxsenoity for m ekiftiim of t(M googn*. 

<|) 4i hirtirt Anns ooc itn m d in Animoi Um rlr*>r enno down in ntnl ticVilnir imk^ Uie of M>i« rivn< did not rhaugp and 

daring the otnwiwiiirtno pnrfai thoro woo no ibifttng of tb» gn«4r«*» The op gaiigo near the Ferry Giiat wam etoko away whirh 
wan ftian^etniy fttod in pokitliMi in At lornwr l»f«! froan tlio Doneh Stork l*IIIor«. Cakadotiona won* war kcd (mi in the Mni« 
•MBMC nolo tiw cww c< ite rfm Moto. Tboro wna no ner«*«lty for abifting lite gau^ie. 
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WTiHmiTioii. 449, The classification of works dealt witlim this review is as fdSows: — 

ttiMMftoauMi Account — “ 49 Major Works *\ — In this class are included the Midnn> 

Tidal Canals. The latter is used for navigatum <«ily» 
*** while the former provides for both irrigation and navigation. The capiw 
accounts of these canals have been closed and all present capital outlay is 
.charged against head “ 43-Minor Works and Navigation.” The revenue 
account is shown under ” 42-Major Works Working Expenses.” 

(i) Account — “ 4S-Minor Works and Navigation " . — The works for 
which capital and revenue accounts are kept are the Calcutta and Eastern 
Canals and the Madaripur Bil route. These are intended for navigation. 

(t*) The works for which only revenue accounts are kept are the Nadia 
Rivers, the Gaighatta and Buxi Khal and a part of the Orissa Coast Canal. 
The Magra Hat Drainage scheme in the 24-Parganas district, which has 
l)een carried out under the provisions of the Bengal Sanitary Draini^e Act 
is also included under this head. 

{Hi) The works for which neither capital nor revenue accounts are kept 
are (a) the Eden Canal which is used partly for irrigation and partly to afford 
a supply of water for drinking and sanitation, and (6) training works 
carried out for the conservancy of the rivws Ganges, Bhagirathi, Dhaleswari 
and Buriganga. 

Agricultural and sanitary drainage works are not reviewed here, as 
these 8uhjei!ta are separately dealt with in the Embankment and Drainage 
R^ort. 

The transactions of the year for each of the above works are briefly de- 
8cril)e<l in the following summary which is divided for convenience into circles 
of superintendence. 


SOUTH-WESTERN C 1 ROLE. 


Majok Irrigation Works. 


Midnapore Canal. 




Hainfull. 




450. A sum of Rs. 268 for works only was exjiended during the year on 
the construction of tahsildar's office and quarters at Debra w'hich was comple- 
ted during the year. The total outlay (direct charges) debitable to the 
capital account during the year was, however. Rs. ( — ) 3.666 inclusive of 
lis. 4.000 receiveil during the year as receipts against the capital account. 
The total capital outlay (direct charges) to end of the year was Rs. 83,10,886. 

451. The rainfall at Midnapore during the year was 64-34 inches as 
coinpareii with 64-44 inches of the previous year.* There were several high 
flcHids in the Cossyo Division during the year. 

452. The area irrigated from the canal was 89,692 acres against 80,749 
acres during the year 1918-19. The increase was due to the renewal of the 
leases which lapse^d in previous years. 

The cash realization on account of water-rates during the year was 
Rs. 1,69,971 against a total demand of Rs. 1,75,692. The amount remitted 
or written off during the year was Rs. 2,357 as compared with Rs. 2,768 in 
the pre<!e<ling year. The' balance unrealized at the end of the year was 
Rs. 3,364 as “against Rs. 2,204 at the end of the previous year. 

The heavy baiance of water rates remaining uncollected is attributable 
to the poor outturn of crops in some villages, due to damage done by the 
abnormal accumulation of water in the low lands commanded by Rai^ III 
of the canal. It is also partly due to the fact that some ol the villi^es 
executed leases at a very late period of the irrigaUon season. The net collec- 
tion, however, of water-rates on the Midnapore "canal continues to be satis- 
factory being 97-9 i>er cent, of the total demand. The rate for long-term 
leases was raised from Re. 1-8 to Rs. 2 per acre with effect from Irt April 
1905. The question of further enhancing the rate has been held in abeyance 
for the present. 
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468. The naviMtion receipts during the year were less than those of the 
previous year being Ks. 42,329 as compared with Rs. 49,440 during the year 
1918-19. The closure of the tidal reaches for the purpose of silt clearance 
accounts chiefly for tlie decrease. 

454. The gross revenue and w’orking e.vpenses (direct and indirect) of 
the Midna^re Canal amounted to lls. 2,39,935 and Its. 1,90,950, resptHJtively 
as against Ks. 2,35,841 and Rs. 1,74,613 in the preceding year. The balance 
of net revenue for the year under review is Rs. 48,979. 

The expenditure during the year on extensions and improvements was 
Rs. 164 as comparetl with Rs. 1,228 of the previou.s year. This outlay was 
incurred chiefly on the con.struction of a woi>ilen bridge ovei* distribu- 
tary No. 6. 

The expenditure under the head “ Repairs ’’ was Rs. 1,05,241 compared 
with Rs. 88,435 of the f)revious year and is briefly detailed below: — 




Rb. 

Hoad \vork« 

. . • 

... 22,247 

Main canal and branches 


... 6:t7UH 

^iBtrilnitaries 

... 

... 17.filH 

Drainage and protective works 

... 

l,f)CK 


The increase is due to an expenditure of Rs. 23.044 which was incurred 
on the .silt clearance of the 8th reach (Uan.slMM'ia U> UlulH'ria) of the canal, 
also to an outlay of Rs. 12.055 which was expended on protecting, by means 
of stone pitching, the eroded portion of the left bank of the (’ossye river 
above the Midnapore anicut. 


I/ij/i Tidal Canal. 

455. There was no outlay chargeable to the capital account of the canal 
during the year. The toal capital outlay (direct charges) to the end t)f 
the year amounted to Rs. 25,50,805. The gross revenu(‘ and working 
expenses (direct and indirect) of the cana.l aniounb^d t/O Rs. 79,118 and 
Rs. 29,335. respectively, as against Rs. 68,764 and Rs. 67,820 in 1918-19. 
The increase in gtoss receipts is accounted for by a. lK‘tter crop outturn and 
to the fact that the channel which had been silt cleared in the |)revious year 
offered improved transport facilities. The <lecrease in working exf)enses as 
compared with the previous year is due to the fact that there was no expendi- 
ture on silt clearance during the year. The net balance of revenue for the 
year under review is Rs. 49,783. 


Minok Works and Navkiation. 

Calcntta <ind Kastern Canals. 

456. A sum of Rs, 1,17,049 (<lirect charge-s) debitahle to the capital 
account of the canals was expended during the year inclusive of a credit of 
Rs. 72,625 on account of the hire of the dredgers Foyers and A le,randra. 
The principal items of expenditure are detailed iKdow: 

(a) The cost of two tunnel tugs. 

(d) The cost of two coal barges which were essential for the purfmsc 
of providing coaling plant for the two suctRm dredgers. 

(r) The co.st of excavating a channel Ix^tween the Kankrabunia khal 
and Channel Creek to the South of the Doagra channel in the 
Sunderbans steamer route. The work was in progress during 
Uie year and was very nearly completed. 

457. The receipt from navigation tolls amounte<i to Rs. 3,80,101 as 
compared with Rs. 4,53,867 in the preceding year. The decre^ise is chiefly 
due to partial failure of the crojjs in Eastern Bengal. The gross ret:eif)t8 and 
WOTking expenses (direct and indirect ) amounted to us. 3,96,146 and 
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WTnwuTtow. Rs, 7,58,516, respectively, as compared with Rs, 4,75,974 and Rs. 3,81,911 
in 1918-19. This result shows a deficit ol Ks. 3,62,370 against a profit of 
Us. 94,063 in the preceding year. 

The more important items on which ex|)enditure was incurred during 
the year are*briefly noted below : — 

Extensions and improvements — 

Ks. 

(1) CoriHlritotion of a tfluice at Barniikpotia ... ... 89,101) 

(2) UocotiHlrucUon of tho Kidilt*rj>or« bridK*' ••• 72,821 

Maifitt nancf? an<l repairn — 

(1) Hilt cloaraoco of thu Kaoraptikur khal from liiiBsa to 

IOmg»*Hw.ir ... ... ... ... r>,t>61 

(2) n|)ko»»|> nf th« iiiarkH and buoyn in tho Huaderbann Btoamcjr 

rouio ... ... ... ... ... 7/)H5 

(II) Urod^fioK HboalH at tho Atbarbanka river ... ... ir>,)>12 

(^Die dredi'i-r waH employed on thi» work and 

c. (t. of earth wuH drodj^^ed at the rate of 
fi«. :kir> per I,<KM)c. ft.) 

(-1) Dredjkfinjjf nlmalrt at file Madhuriiati river ... ... 15,881) 

('Die dredi.rer wiiH employetl on tliiH woik and 

r»,<M)7,75t* e. ft. ef ♦•artli wan tlred^ed at the rate of 
hrt, 2 m; 1 per ft ) 

(Tm l>n*d^»ini.» the Ooiij'ra channel ... ... ... 

( b'upeert 8,n5fi vvt‘re npent for earthwork in terminal and 
rid^o^ hundrt and l,t>44,r)lh c. ft. of earth wuh excavuttMl, 
working.' out at the rate of U.m. 8 p(»r l,tH)() c. ft.) 

(t>) Salvatto operatimi of Hteain «naj' boat Ihdiri ... ... 10,169 

Madnripiir liil Route. 

458. The c.xpcixlilurc (direct ch.argos) dehitable to the capital account 
of the project was Hs. 5,95,252, of which Us. 4,81 ,944 r<*i>rfS(‘iiiK t lie outlay 
oil works. 'I'his sum was spent chiefly on (1) improvement of the Lower 
Kumar river at t’harmugaria and raising bunds from Futteypur to Takerhat, 
and (2) widening ami (Iwpening the main channel of the route which was 
in [>rogrcss during the year. The expenditure incurred on this work during 
the year was Ks. 4,95,327. The total caj)ital outlay (direct charges) to the 
etui of 1919 20 amounted to Ks. 48,tM),059 against the estimate of Us. 61,19,668, 
sanctioned by the Secretary of Stnte. The completion repirt of the project 
receivetl the apjiroval of the Secretary t»f State in dune 1919. Tlie construc- 
tion e.stinuite has fs'en closed with effivt from the 31st March 1917 and the 
remaining works are lieing carried out under the rules governing expendi- 
ture chargeable to of)en capital account. 

459. The receipUs ami working expenses (direc't and indirect) during 
the year were, respectively. Us. 3,41,688 anil Us. 1.30,192 against 
Ks. 3,50,251 ami Ks. 80,367 in the year 1918 19. The decreiuse in rex’eipts 
may 1 h> attributed to the decn*ase in the transport of jute towards (%'ilcutta. 
The increast' in working expenses is due to the expenditure incurred during 
the year under review on drerlging the Lower Kurnar river at Charmugaria. 

The mort' im|K>rtant items of exfienditure are noted below: — 

Rb. 

(1) Predpinji tlu' spit in the 33rd milt' of tho Lower Kumar 

river ••• •*« ,*1 S0,13ti 

(The dredger Alerandra w-an employed on thia work 

and 2,r>!hl,!>50 e. ft. of earth waa dredgeit at a coat of 
Ra. 12,973 workioK out to a rate of Ra. H-00 per 
l.nOn c. ft. Tho work waa in progre8-»). 

(2) Repairing the aouthern embankment along the Madaripnr 

Ril Route and bringing the crest level to the former 
section from 14th to 17th mile ... ... ... 10,777 

(.3) Cyclone damage repairs to hangalows and sheila, embank- 

mente, and gangiW ... ... ... ... 9,919 

(4) Special repairs to the Satpar sloice ... ... .3,511 


Oanttai 

Aeeeunt. 


Vinanalal 

Neeults. 





CANALS-lRRiGATlON AND NAVKSATION. 


Orissa Coast Canal. 


99 


eh«ii. ivi 
raOOUOTIOM 
AMO 

DISTRIBUTION. 


460. This canal which is intended for navigation only lies partly in tliis *•••■•* coms» 
Presidency (24 *? miles) and partly in the province of Bihar and Orissa. It 
has been decided that each Government will deal witli the length Iving 
within their territorial limits. The receipts and working expenses (direct 
and indirect) for tlie year were Rs. 16,512 and Rs. 10,728 res^iec'tively jus* 
against Rs. 17,098 and lis. 9,666 in the previous year. 


Gaighatta arid liao'i Khal. 

461. The collection of tolls on bojit trjiflic luis Ix'en leased out for three 
years from the 15th May 1919 at a rental of Hs. 4.7(K) per annum. The rent * ’ 

realised from the lesvsee during the yejir wjis, however. 11s. 2,600 jis compared 
with Rs. 1,450 of the previous year. The amount spent on the upkeep of t.he 
khal was Rs. 4,220 jus compared with Rs. 680 of the previous yejir. The 
increase was due to silt clejirance of the khal at its numlii near the Diunodar 
river. 


Kden Canals. 


462. The .area irrigiited from this system of canals was 20,799 acres «€i«n can«i«. 
>us compared with 20,569 and 26,469 .acres in tlie two pieceding yjairs. As 
noticed in the last year’s T’Oport the lejistvs which had hipsial in previous 
years have only Ixa'ii renewed to a very small extent, d'ht' gross revenue 
derived during the yejir was Rs. 26,918, jis c<(in|).ared with lis. 22,600 of the 
preceding ve.ir. The exfienditure on working e\|)enses amonnted to 
Rs. 68,596 a, s det.ailcd lielow:- 


N» w W<»rkrt 


Its. 

aiMl KrpairH 

. . . 

i(;,(>H4 

KsitaMiHhrm'nl 

• •• 

iri,74ri 

Tools ami Plant 

... 

l 

Total 




as compared wdth Rs. 52,101 in the prweding ymr. 'I'Jk' de<T<*ase is iiuiinly 
due to Ji smaller ex|>enditnre having hwn iiK iirnal in connei tinn with .samJ 
dams necessary jicmss the Damodar river at Jnjnti and .Ihjinjmr. 


Improrameiit of the liidyadhari rirer. 

466. Work in connection with the improvement of tin* river by creating 
a spill reservoir for the receiition of water during Hood tides w;i.s in progr(!.ss 
during the yejir. An expenditure of R.s. 6,56,tM)4 was incurred t^) end of 
the year against the sanctioned revised estimate of Hs. 8,05,515. The opera- 
tions already un<lertakeji have proved .sati.sfactory Jind it is expecUv) that 
the continuation and exten.sion of the operations will effect further improve 
mentby which the life of the river will probably l)e prolonged for ji nururjer of 
years. 

464. Surveys were continued during the year in • connection with ittvMtigAUon*. 
projects for mitigating the effects of the Damodjir floods including ji project 

for storage reservoirs in the basin of the Ihimodar jind Harjikjir rivers. 

The Damodar Irrigation canal project wjis under revision during the year. 

The project hjus lately Ijeen submitted to the Government of Indiji. 

465. In the Damodar river there were altogether twenty one flixids, Pia«<i«. 
the highest of which occurred on the 7th Septrnelier 1919, when the gauge 

at Edilpore read 17' 1" . Flowl precautionary measures were strictly eniorce<l 
and necessary arrangements were made to protect the left bank of the Damo- 
dar river. No damage occurred to the left embankment. There were 
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three floods in the Ajoy river, but no practical damage to works resulted. 
In the Cossye Division there were several high floods during the year, but 
no liamage of any serious nature occurred. 

466. Works classifled under “ Anti-Malarial ” which are in charge of 
the Public Works De{)artment are ia reality sanitary drainage schemes 
' undertaken for the purpcm of r^ulating the* surface level of fresh water 
on the land with tlie object of serving the double purpose of securing the 
crops and submerging the land to destroy the breeding grounds of the 
atiofdieles mosfjuito. Given suitalde regulating works complete control of 
the water can l)e se<’ured, so that the .surplus is drained away and sufficient 
is retained to suit the re<juirements of jigriculture. During the year under 
review the Banka anti-malarial project near Burdwan was completed and 
brought into operation. 'I'he Saraswati project in the district of Howrah 
and the Monikhali and Baragacki projects in the district of the 24-rarganas 
were under con.slnu tion during the year. These works are being carried out 
at the cost of Government. Of the four works .started umler the provisions 
of the Sanitary Drainage Act gocnl progress wjis made on the Arul Bil 
scheme in the <listrict of .le.s.sore. Work was started on the Nowi Sunthi 
Scheme in the district of the 24 Parganas and fairly good progres.s was made 
in excavating the chaimel.s of l«)th the Nowi river and the Ichapore khal. 
Preliminary arrangements were made to start work on the Anita Scheme in 
the distrii't of Howrah atid bri<'ks for the outlet slui(‘e were burnt at site. 
Owing to the paucity of contracU)rs, it was not passible to Iwigin m'tual con- 
struction work in s(‘ction II of the Jahuua project which lies in the districts 
of 24 Parganas, Na<liaand -lessore. 'I'he Pichahani and Aniirahad drainage 
|>roj(H'ts in the distrii't of Midnapore were umler con.st ruction . These are 
iKMUg carried out at Government cost as Agricultural Drainage Works. 


SUUVKYS AND InVKSTIG.XTFONS. 

4b7. 'I'idal levels at various |)oints l»et\veen the IlcK)ghly and the 
Meghiui continued to be ret-orded <luring the year and many hitherto 
utdiiiown phenomena in the «lelta have been detecteil, all of which have a 
direct iH'aring on the preservation of the rivers and the disposal of the drain- 
age of the country; a full afialysis of the gauge readings luus not as yet been 
made for want ol" staff and the large amount of work involved. 

(1) Ilallifa.r cut, Jcssorc district, 'fhe ob.servations taken during the 
year indicate that the channel is bci'oming steady; this fact may l»e due to 
ulteratitm.s which have taken place in the Madhumati river. 

(2) Harihar Muktrsicari project, Jcssorc d/.ftrict,- - Surveys have been 
completed and estimates are now under preparation. 

(3) Bhairab project, Jcssorc district. Surveys of the first portion have 
Ikhui completed tiuring the year while thost^ for the stH'ond portion are in 
l»rogre8s. 

(4) Jhenida basin, Jessore dw^r/rt.— Observations of water levels are 
l>eing taken. 

(o) Kodla Betna project, Jessore district. —i^nrveys are in progress. 

(6) .injona project, Nadia district .-The project has l)een completed 
and is now’ under* consi<lerat ion. 

(7) Baftgachi gong project, J4-Parganas. — Investigations are in 
progress. 

(8) Rankini Doha, Burdwan district . — Investigations are still in 
progr^s. 

(9) .Arapanch project, 24-Pargnnas.—lLhe estimate for this project has 
been sanctioned and work has lately been started. 

(10) Moraganga project 24-Parganas . — Surveys and investigations 
were completed during the year. 





Canal»>-ibrIuatIom and navioaTion. 


CENTRAL CIRCLE. 

Minor Works and Navigation. 

468. The approximate lengtli of the channels comprised in the Nadia M«di* 
rivers remained the same as in the previous year. These »ire as detailed 
below: — ’ • 

MiloM. 

1. Faracca chauuol from tho Ganges to liiswaiiuthpiir ••• 2^ 

2. Bbagirathi river from the Bhagirathi entrance at Biswauath- 

pur to NatUa ... ... ... ... Iii2 

3. Bhairab-Jalangi from entrance to Nadia ... ... 163] 

4. Mathabhanga from entrance to junction with tin* llooghly ... 136 

5. Hooghly from Nadia to Mathabhanga junction ... ... 32 

Total ... 4S8} 
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In addition to the above a length of 10 miles of the river (lorai from iUs 
off take from the Canges down to Kushtia juul the river Canges from Raj 
mahal to Coalundo, a distance of 152 miles, are comprised witliin tlA' charges 
of the Nadia Rivers Division, hut are not included under the head “ Nadia 
Rivers.” The Corai has not iHJtm declared under the Canals Act. 

No capitJil account is kept. 

The receipts and working expenses (direct and imlire(!t) were Ks. 10.874 
and Rs. .50,808, respeetively , as against Jis. 10,050 and Rs. 48,074 in the 
preceding year. 

A brief description of the rivers comprised in the Nadia rivers .system 
is given l)elow. 

400. This river is 157 miles in length from the Kar.-ua^a off take down to ■hMgirathi 
Nadia, the length Indow Nadia down U> iks junction with the river M.atha- 
hhanga l)eing known as the Hooghly, 'I'he first 25 miles is a sotu of the 
Canges, called the Faracia channel; the next reaih of 08 miles from Inflow 
Biswanathpur to Dadfmr is known as the Uj»per Bbagirathi; and tlie remain- 
ing reach of 04 miles down to Na«)ia is known as the Lower Bhagirathi. 

The Lower Bhagirathi is again divide<l into (a) the upper reach from |);id|mr 
to Katwa, and (h) the lower reach from Katwa to Nadia. 'I'he Bhagiratlii 
is not now usetl for navigation hv steamers with regular .si-rvircs. On the 
Upper Bhagiratlii m'dinarv boat traflic was maintained througlionf the year 
uf) to AzimganJ and through traflic up P) the end of Octolier 11)10. Oii the 
Lower Bhagirathi the steamer .service commem-ed from the* beginning of -Inly 
1011) :ind continued till the middle of October 11)11). Boat traflic was main 
tained throughout the year, 'rweiity two .slioals with an aggregap^ lengfli 
of 64,400 feet w-ere trained as against 26 and 68,000 fcHit, respeilively, in the 
previous year. 

The minimum depth of water in the river at the end (rf March 1020 
was: — 
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470. This river which takes off from the Canges about 7 miles below ■hmrato 
the present Lalgola ghat railway station and falls into the Bhagiratlii at 
Nadia is divided into two parts, viz. ; — 

(o) the Bhairab from the off-take down to Muktearpur. 

(b) the Jalangi from Muktearpur to Nadia, a distance of lOSjjj miles. 
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No steamers plied on this river during the year, but through boat traffic 
wtis maintained throughout the whole length from July to October 1919. 

Twenty-four shoals with an aggregate length of 37,340 feet were trained 
as against 15 and 19,044 feet, respectively, in the previous year. 

471. The Mathablianga river, which bifurcates from the river Ganges 
.at a |)oint 5 miles alswe the village Jalangi and falls into the river Hooghly 
at Oliakdah, is divided into two portions. The first portion, called the 
Upper Mathabhanga river, is 10 miles long and runs from the entrance to 
Mun.shiganj. l la? .second portifui culled the Lower Mathabhanga, runs from 
Miin.shiganj to Chakdah. 

FifU^eii hIiouIh of 22,600 feet against 13 shoals of 21,687 feet of the 
previous year formed of which only (i shoals of 7,(K)0 fet?t were trained against 
h sIkouIh of 3,4H7 feet of the previous year. I'he Upper Mathabhanga re- 
mained open for through trallic from .)nly to Ocpilier 1919 while the Lower 
.Mathabhanga was navigable all the year round. 

l‘-ight shoals with an aggregate length of 8,650 feet were trained against 
0 ami 4,787 fwg , resfiectively, in the previous year. 

472. 'riu! training works in connection with the con.servancy of the river 
Ganges were carried out during the year through the agency of the India 
General Navigation and Railway (‘ompany, Limited, under Government 
supervi.shm in'tween Uajmahal ami Goalumlo, seven shoals were trained as 
against six in the jirevious year. 'I'he object of training these shoals by 
means <d‘ bandals is to mainfain a navigable channel with a 0 fwt depth of 
wal<*r. I'he cost of the season's operations to Government was Rs. 14,241 
against Rs. 10,113 in the previous year. 

473. Owing to adverse circumstances m* dredging ojierations were done 
during the year, but attemj»ts were made to improve the entrance by means 
of bamlalling, which was commenced in the first wwk of Octolier 1919 and 
abamhuH'd at the end of Novemlier 1919. The operations were not success- 
ful. The total expenditure incurreil was Rs. 8,0H9 against Its. 3,482 in the 
previous .season. 

474. During t he year under review di.scharge observations were taken of 
the rivers llhagii’uthi, Uhaiiid) .lalangi and Mathabhanga at a cost of 
Us. 11.713 for works only against Us, 10, <>88 of the [irevious year. The 
tjbjects of the.se observations an^ (/) to determine the various sources from 
wldi h the flooghly derives its fresh water supply, and (//) to devise a means 
of improvement in the general regime of the river. 

475 I'he report of the Uommittee appointed in I'ebruary 1917 to advi.se 
Government on the steps to be taken to carry out systematic olvservations of 
the changes in the Nadia rivers, and also, if po.ssible, to improve their comb 
tions as navigable channels and as feeders f(*r the lower Hooghly is still under 
the consideiation of Government. The only outcome of this report so far has 
U'en the constitution of a permanent Hoard witli the Chief Engineer, Irriga- 
tion Department, as President, who.se duty it will lie to examine all iiuftortant 
projects concerning either ilrainage. irrigation, .sanitation or transjiort (by 
rail, road or waterways) which is likely to restrict the free flow’ of flood 
water. 

470. 'I'he Gorai takes off from the Ganges aliout 12 miles below the 
Ilardinge Bridge, at Sara. 

'I'he entrance is not stable but of a shifting character. In 1912 the 
entrance channel changed to its present position and for some years gradually 
imjiroveil witli the, results that a much larger voliuue of w’ater entered and 
pH.ssetl tlown to the lower reaches wdiere tne river is called the Madhumati. 
Sime the year 1910 17 considerable changes have taken place and a new 
channel called the Kolarkole has oiiened out. The latast changes show that 
the lietl of the Gorai for the whole length has altered considerably and 
iKHjuue comparatively dee{H‘r. The conditions at the entrance have become 
worse and the depth of water has dec'reaseil by about five feet in comparison 
with the previous year. The Kolarkole channel has silted up. 

477. There were no floods of an extraordinary character in any of the 
Nadia rivers during the year. 
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NORTHERN CIRCLE. 

478. Training works were carried out in the channel of the river (Janges 
at Rampur Boalia by means of bandalling operations in order to improve 
navigation and sanitary conditions and to maintain the water supply of the 
town. The operations, which were started in the second week of November 
and closed in May 11)20, were successful. The channel was maintained in 
good condition throughout the year. There wins no erosion of the banks of 
CToppage of steamer traffic. The total amount spent on the operations w'as 
Rs. 6.486 towards which the Inland Steamer t^>mJ)anies. the Distrii't Boartl 
and the Municipality contributed Rs. 


EASTERN CIRCLE. 


479. The training works carried out during the year consisted in: 

{a) bandalling work in the Dhaleswari and Huriganga with the object 
of forcing a navigable channel for small steamers and Ixiats 
and for the maintenance of a sujiply of drinking water , 

(b) dredging the Ihiriganga at Postgolla; 

(<•) sjnir works in the rvicr Buriganga. 

The annual bandalling operations were carried out at a (‘osl of Rs. 19,316. 
Twenty-three .shoals were trained, viz., 18 in the Dhaleswari and T) in the 
Buriganga. The operations in the Dhale.swari river were .successful, while 
those in the Buriganga were not .as sati.sfactory as was anticipated owing to 
the rapid silting nature of the river and flow current intt*rf«*ring with tlu^ 
bandals. The four salbulla spurs which were constructed in the previous 
year at the entrance of the Buriganga and above the off take til Ati khal w<‘rc 
maintained during the year. 'I’he Ati channel has deepeiK'd and widened. 
The total expenditure incurred was Rs. 8,2ir). including Rs. 1.891 spent on 
the re erection, etc., of the spurs daimiged by the iwclonc of SeptemlxM’ 1919. 

The shoal at Postgolla on the Buriganga river w;i.s o|)erated on by the 
dredger.*!///// of the India (iCTieral Navigation and R/iilw/iy Company. 'I’lie 
channel dredged was 120 feet in widtli jind tin* depth of wat(‘r att.'iimsl 
after dredging was 18 feel l«dow low water level. 

480. The navigation projects prepared by Rai S. N. Banarji Bahadur, 
Executive Engineer, were under consideration during tin* year. 


Embankment and Drainage. 


['J'li • Eiiibankinont ainl Dminagi; Woiku for 1^11120.] 

481. The exj/enditure on embankments, including charge.s for e.stablish 
ment and tools and plant, was Its. 10,40,711 while that /m drainage works 
amounted to Rs. 3,11,280’. 

482. The total length of embankments of all cIjj.ssch m.-tint;iined by (Jov- 
ernment was 1,357 miles an/I 366 feet, as in tin* previous year. 

483. There was no high floo/1 in any /if the rivers except in the (^»ssy/!. 
The highest gauge reading of this river at Moliaiipur was 88-50 on 8(h August 
1919. against the maximum recor<led reading /)f 91-50 of the 7th Septeud/cr 
1907. With the exception of two bnmehes iti the Cossye left embaiikmetjl 
which took place in the Panskura subdivisi/m ami partially /lam.'iged the 
standing rice crops on the inundated areas, no breache.s or other damage to 
embankments occurred during the year. 

In the Damodar river there were altogether 21 floods, the highest ui 
which occurred on 7th Septemljer 1919, the gauge rea<ling at Ivlilpur being, 
17 feet 1 inch, again.st the highest recorded flf>od of 20 feet 1 inch on 8th 
Aug ust 1903. The flood precautionary measures were very strictly eijforce<l 
andefifective arrangements were made to protect the left bank //f the Damo- 
dar river during the period of high floods by employing a sf)ecial lal/our 
force and messenger peons and stocKing repair materials at selected centres. 
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lOt BENGAL AOMINISTRATION BEPOBT. 

' 'Flic flwtis were comparatively low and no breach occurred anywhere in the 
Damodar left einhankment. 

In the Ajai river there were only three floods during the year, the highest 
of which was on the 14th iluly 1911#, the gauge reading at Maliara 
lieing 19 feet U inches. Practically no damage occurred to the crops for the 
reason that a very small quantity of flood water passed through the breaches 
in the zainindari einhankment from Sagarputul to Buxi Bazar. The breach 
at Sagarputul was (Oosed Ixifore the rain.s and the country was thus protected 
f rom rnodeniU^ floods. * • 

In the Northern (Circle the flfwifls in the river Ganges were unusually 
high and remained alswe R. L. 60 00 at Ramfuir Tkialia for two weeks. The 
Munii ipal Ring bund at Bosuri w-as overto[)ped and breached in several 
places; .sluice N’o. 4 on the embankment No. 50 B was washed away on the 
10th Sef)teml>er 1919, The breaches have lieen filled up and the question of 
reconstructing the waKhed-out sluice i.s .still under consideration. 

481. The .survey of the iiiundateil area of the Damodar river, which had 
lH*en started in the previous year, was practically completed during the 
year. 

The survey of the Tamliik and Mahisadal basins was in progress and 
nearly tlire<* fourths of the work was coinpleted. A special Survey for tak- 
ing fresh .seel ions of the Selye left and right ernhankments to ascert,ain whether 
the crest ref|uires raising was .started and conqdetetl during the year. 

The Survey for iirqirovement of the drainage area of the Bar Harising- 
pur sluice in the 7(h mile of the Shaikpur ('irciiit embankment was started 
and c(»nqtleted during the year. 

'I'he Survey of the Diinia and Baninda basins was completed during the 
year except the lK)rings which could not he done for want of the necessary 
afq)liance8, 

t'onlour Surveys in the di.stricts of Murshidahad and Birhhnin were .still 
ill progress during the year. 

485 'File Dankuni. Howrah, Raja|)ur and Barajolla Drainage works 
were eflieienlly mnintaiiied at a eo.st of Hs. 18,642 as against an average of 
Ps It .dOq which has been fixed for their mainfenaiiee. Flie Khagra supply 
charmel in cotUKs lion witli tin* Bistupiir Hil was al.so maintained at a cost 
of Its, ;t.8,")(), and the (oihra Nala at a I'ost of Rs. 1,626. 

'Fhe work in (‘onnectioii with the im])rovement of the Bidyadhari river, 
liv I’reating a spill re.servoir for the thnul tides, was in progress and an expen- 
dilureof Its 2.48,122 was incurred during the year. 

486. review of the anti malarial project.s taken up and inve.stigated 
• luring the year ha.s already been given in paragraph 2JVof the Irrigation and 
Navigation Annual Admini.stration Report of the year and is not recapitu- 
lated here. 

During the year under review the Banka anti malarial project near 
Burdvvan was ('(impleted and brought into operation. The Sara.s\vati 
project in the di.strict of HowTah and the Moniklmli and Baragachi projects 
in the district of the 24 Darganas were under construction. These works 
are lH*ing carried out at the co.st of Government. Of the four works started 
under the provi.sions of the Sanitary Drainage Act. namely. Arun Bil scheme, 
Nowi and Sunthi schemes. Jahoona project and Amta project, good progress 
was made on the Arun Bil scheme. Tlie IVchalKini and Amirabad drainage 
project.s. which are also l>eing carrie<l out at the cost of Government, were 
under construction during the year. 

487. The work of constructing a sluice at Mellock in the district of 
Howrah was in progress and was practically completed during the 5 rear, the 
expenditure incurred lieiug Rs. 22.652. 

'Fhe firojects in connection with the conservancy of the rivers Dhalra- 
wnri and Buriganga and the improvement of the drainage conditions within 
the area lying between the Dhaleswari and the Padma rivers are still under 
examination. 

A large numl)er of sluices in Schedule D embankments were efficiently 
maintained at the cost of the estates benefited. 
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A^^-Qromn Revenue. 


488. The following stat^nent shows the gross revenue {i.e., the total of 
Ikaperial and Provinci^ Revenues) for 1919-20 as compared with that of 
1918-19:— 

[The ligtires are in thouhatida oC riipiKiMj 


lUctiPTa. 


1918 - 19 . 



1919 - 20 . 


liiiperiai. ‘ 

Provincial. 

Total. 

Imperisl. 

ProvtiiciHl. 

Total. 


Principal lieaJif of Hcveiiue — 

Ha. 

Rs. 

Rs. 

lU. 

Its. 

Us. 

1. Land Revenue 

I . a 7,34 

1 , 67,97 

3 , 05,31 

1 , 30,99 

3 , 98,07 

1 , 70,04 

3 , 01,03 

3 , 98,07 

If. Opium 

4 , 30 , 7 tJ 

••• 

4 , 30,72 

111. Suit • ... 

1 . 11.78 

••• 

1 , 11,78 

1 , 38,59 

• •• 

1 , 38,59 

IV. Stamps 

1 , 24,83 

1 , 24,83 

2 , 49.66 

1 . 50,29 

1 .. 50,29 

3 , 00,68 

V. Etctso ... ... 

... 

1 , 76,64 

1 , 76.64 

... 

1 , 81,4 9 

1 , 81,49 

Vf. Proviiicia] rates ... 


L 12 

1,12 


'.12 

1.12 

VII. Ciutofus ... 

7 M 72 

... 

7 , 60,72 

10 , 18.03 


10 , 18,03 

VIII. Income-tax 

238 , H 3 

1 , 12,01 

3 , 50,84 

7,77,t8 

1 . 73,69 

9 , 51 ,27 

IX Forest 

• ea 

19,44 

19,18 

19,44 

19.18 

eae 

20,61 

20,51 

X. Hegistratioii 

• • a 

... 

25,57 

25,67 

XL TrihnteH ««« ... 

68 

... 

68 

6 K 

... 

68 

Total 

18 , 04 , a 0 

6 21 , la 

24 , 26,09 

26 . 14 , 2.3 

7,22,71 

33 , 36,94 

XI I. Iriteri^st ... 

KccoipU hy Civil Department— 


6,62 

17,29 

11,12 

6,12 

17,24 

XV' 1 A. Law and Juat ice— Court 

... 

n ,24 

11,24 


12,94 

12,94 

XVMlL Ditto — JnilH 

• •• 

14,77 

14,77 


14,98 

14,98 

XVII, Police ... 

... 

2,62 

2,52 

... 

2,h6 

2,86 

XVI IL Ports and Pilotage ... 

... 

12.37 

12,37 

... 

12,89 

12.89 

XIX. Education 


9,83 

9,83 


9,96 

9,96 

XXA, Medical ... 

.. • 

4,16 

4,16 

... 1 

4,26 

4,26 

XXB. .Saniutioii 

... 

6 

6 


61 

61 

XX I A Agriculture 


1,68 

1,68 

... 

2.03 

2,(»3 

XX III. Scientitic and Miacel- 


13,64 

13,64 

... 

20,16 , 

20,16 

laiieouM, etc. 




1 



Total 

1 

70,27 

1 70,27 

i 

80,68 ; 

80,68 

Miaceliaiieoiia — 

i 

1 

i 

1 

i 




XX IL Receipts in aid of 

1,82 1 

65 1 

2.47 

!,«• I 

55 ! 

2,41 

superannuation. 


i 


1 



XXni. Stationery and Printing 

... 

1 73 ! 

1,7.3 

... 

1,93 

1,93 

XXV. MiKcellaiicoua 

4,40 

6,07 1 

1 

10 . T ,2 

1 

4,44 

i 

ii,:'»o 

Total 

6,27 ' 

1 

8 . 4 r > i 

i 14,72 

6.:(0 : 

9.34 

15,64 

Irrigation— 

XXIX. Major Works (Direct 

1.52 i 

1,52 j 

j 

i 3,04 

1,60 

1,60 ; 

3,20 

Receipts). 

I 


j 

i 

j 

, 


XXX. Minor Works and Navi- 

i 


1 

1 

i 


gation- 


25 ^ 



i 

5 « 

Civil 

25 ! 


60 

29 ; 

29 ’ 

Piihitc Works De- 

4,74 1 

4,74 j 

j 9,48 

4,31 

4,31 i 

8,62 

partment. 







Total 

1 

1 6,51 

; i : i , o 2 

6,20 

6,20 

12,40 

Building and Roads -- 
XXXI. Civil Works- 



i 

i 

! 

! 

i 



Civil ... 

• *« 

1 1,39 

i 1,39 

••• 

1.41 

1,41 

Poblit Work! De- 

1.15 

8,40 

1 

j 1..38 , 

5 69 

Hi 7,o7 

partment. 


1 

1 

1 ! 



Total 

1,15 

j 9,79 

: 10,94 

i 1.38 

1 7vl0 

1 8,48 

Tranafer between Imperial and 

- 17,17 

+ 17,17 

{ *** 

- 23,61 

1 + 23,61 

! *** 

ProvinciaL 



1 

1 

} 

i 

! 

Gwand Total 

18 , 13,33 

7 , 39,00 

1 

j 26 , 52,33 

i 

1 26 , 15,82 

* 

8 . 55,76 

. 34 , 71,38 
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The voriaticnw are explained in the entriee on Imperial and Prcmnda] 
Finance. 

4 

B.— Impepial Revanua and Rnanaa. 


489. The following statement shows the Imperial Beoeipte in 1919-20 
as compared with those of 1918-19: — 



Majob Hkadb. 


191S-19 

1919-20. 

1 

iDCrMM. 1 

liecreaaA, 




Ka. 

m. 

1 

; Ka. 

Ra. 

I 

LaikI BvTAiiua 


1, 87^)3, 519 

1,80,99,484 

• •a 

i 

6,34,085 

11 

Opfum 


4,30,724871 

3,98,06,646 

{ 

32,65,625 

111 

atlt 

• •a 

1,1177,580 

1,38,59,449 

26,81,919 

j 

... 

IV 

BtAiufm 


1,24,82,625 

1,50,28,942 

25,46,317 

... 

vn 



7,60,72,167 

10,18,03,336 

2,57,31,178 

• a# 

Vlll 

Inootfi««Ufl; .«• 


2,as,ad,3i9 

i 

7,77,57,634 

6,38,74,215 

• • • 

XI 

TrihutAM 


67,701 

67,701 

... 

... 

xn 

luluTfimt 

■"1 

11,97,282 

11,11,741 

i 

55,541 

1 

XXII 

IWcoiplH in aid of au|)0raiiuitA- 
tiou. 

1,81,057 

1,85,569 

i 

3,912 

! 

! ••• 

XXV 

Miacidlaii(«ou« 


4,45,378 

4,44,120 

j 

1,258 

XXIX 

Minor Work# Uireol 

l\ w 

llcK?oipta 

1,52,437 

1,59,604 

7,167 

i 

1 

I 

XXX 

Minor Worka ami Navigatioo 

24,941 

1 

29,180 

4,189 

j 

1 

1 

XXX 

Minor Worka P. W. 


4,7S,9B8 i 

j 

4,31,233 

aaa 

1 

42,756 

XXXI 

Civil Worka P. VV. 


1 

i,i5,m 1 

1, 384)09 

22,897 

1 aaa 

TrAUhfor b«two«u Iiiipdrial aad Pro* 
viactttl. 

! 4 

- 17,16,730 1 

- 23,61,296 

- 6,44,666 

1 

• aa 


Total 


18,18,88,187 j 

1 

26,15,61,161 

! 

1 S.42,27,228 

39,99,264 


The important variations in the above table are mainly dne to the follow* 
ing causes ; — Land Revenw — Lesser recoveries on account of survi^ chai’§[e8. 
Opium — Reduced sale of morphia in England. Salt — Largw exportation 
due to improvemmit in tonna^ on the termination of the war. Stamps— 
Commercial activity chiefly in Calcutta. Customt — Greater trade activity 
on account of cessation of h(»tilities. Income-tas — Mainly due to increased 
revenue from excess profits duty, fntsrssta— The decrease is due to gradual 
repayment of the prin^al of the Kidderpore Dock Loan. Jrrifiation — 
Worki (P.#.)— -Diminution of the area undmr lease in whi^ water 
rates are realim. CivU Works (P. IF.)— Increase is mainly from rents of 
Imperial buildings. 
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490. The fii^wiBg lUteiiMiit shows the Imperial sjqpenditure in 
1919-20 as compared with that of 1918-19: — 


fSHMoa. 

lll«|M9f»|«t 

MfMhfldltUI*** 


Muoi HsiM. 

1918-19. 

1919 90. 

Inoreaae. 

Decrenw. 



Ra. 

Ra. 

Rt. 

Ra. 

1. 

Befuiidft and Drawheoln 

94,49,928 

45.54,485 

21,05,259 


s. 

Ataigniiiefita end Compeneatioos 

1,(K),178 

1,05.465 

6,287 

... 

3. 

Land Revenne ••• 

19,49.753 

18,32,241 

... 

1,17.512 

4. 

Opioiii 

33,363 

32.399 

... 

9d4 

6. 

.»• «.• ... 

2,71,6.32 

2,76.212 

3,580 

... 

6. 

Stamp! ... ••• 

3.36,265 

371.514 

35.249 

... 

3* 

CUMtUIUti 

13,85.874 

13,94.796 

8 922 

... 

10. 

liiooiue4ax ... ... 

1,08,089 

1,50.700 

42,611 

... 

14. 

liitt^rei^t an other ohligatioua 

2.56,666 

3,63.607 

1,06,942 

... 

16. 

General Adiiuiii«iration 

5.16,769 

.5,10.846 

• ee 

5,924 

23. 

BcoleaiaMtical 

1,92,408 

1,82,668 

eea 

9,840 

26. 

Political 

5,184 

3,520 

••• 

1,664 

26B 

Scietitific and Mlscellaneoui 

2,1.50 

2,720 

570 

... 


Department. 





27. 

Territorial •and Political Pen»ioii 

6.93,011 

6,09,984 

••• 

83,027 


alinaraiice. 





26. 

Civil Furlough and abieiitee 

419 

960 

5!11 



allowance. 


1 

1 



29. 

Superannuation 

71 51.5 

73,011 

1,496 

... 

30. 

^^tatiouerJ and Printing 

1,34,921 

1,06,495 

»•# 

29,426 

32. 

M iacelUneoufl 

2,i:i,682 

1,06,298 1 

e«e 

1,07,384 

33. 

Famine Uelief 

26,03.1 

9,44,726 

9,18,693 

... 

15. 

Protective Irrigation Worka 

3,558 

1,711 j 

i 

1,847 

42. 

Major Worka— 

1 


1 



lutereat on d(d>t ... 

2,03,568 

1,99,294 1 

i 

4.274 


Working expenaea 

1,16,642 

1,06,612 

i ... 

1 

10,030 

43. 

Minor Worka and Navigation — 



) 

1 

1 



Civil 

946 

1,031 

86 



Public Worka 

12,95,018 

16,96,463 

3,01,376 


46. 

Civil Worka — 






Civil 

6,000 

6.000 

... 

# .. 


Public Worka 

i 11,92,088 

1.3,13,7:41 

1,19748 

1 ... 

t 


Total 

j 1,15,63,847 

1,48,42.278 

36,60,343 

j 8,71,912 


Th^rinciple fluctuations are explained as follows : — Refunds and Draw- 
backs— The increase is mainly due to drawbacks on account of Java sugar 
re-exported to Europe. S. Land Revenue — Curtailment of programme of 
Imperial Survey party. 6. Stamps — Larger expenditure in discount on 
sale of general stamps due to business activity mainly in Calcutta. 10. 
Income- tOiC— Ts due to increase of establishment in the office of the (’ol lector 
of Income-tax, Calcutta. 74- Interest on other obligations — Enhanced 
rate of interest on Provident Funds. 27. Territorial and Political pension — 
The decrease is due to death of certain pensioners. 30. Stationery and 
Printing- -Smaller expenditure on account of papers supplied from Central 
Stores. * 32. Miscellaneous — Discontinuance of the levy of the increased 
rates on the remittance of notes and coins. 33. Famine Relief- -The large 
expenditure is mainly due to the relief of distress caused by cyclone in Eastern 
Bengal. 43. Minor Works (P. IF.)-— Larger expenditure on works on the 
Calcutta, Eastern Canals and Madaripur Bil route. ,4^. Civil Works 
{P.W .) — Increased expenditure on original work and repairs. 

•e 

Land Ravenue. 

[5ee Chapter II of this Beport.] 

Canal Revenue. 

[5«e Chapter IV of this Beport — Canals.] 
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Aoufoes of Revenue ether than fantf . 

CUSTOMS. 

[{import on tkie Meritime Tradu of Bvni^e! for 19l9<20. Suitiiiiceof BritiKb Imlii, Part IV (h)^ 

Finance and Revenue Accouiita*] 

r 

491. The gross revenue from customs (inclusive of 3*26 lakhs paid into 
district treasuries on account of salt import^ into Calcutta) amounted to 
Ks. 11,16,61,000 against Ks. 8,42,83,000 in the previous year. Befunds 
amounted to Rs. 38,72,000 against Rs. 27,66,000, so that the net revenue 
amounted to Rs. 10,77,89,000, representing an increase of a little over 32 
per cent, on the previous year’s figures. 

The gross import duties amounted to Rs. 727 04 lakhs, of which Rs. 126-65 
lakh.s including inland collections) were yielded by salt, and Rs. 206 06 
lakhs by cotton goods. The export duty (collections rose from Rs. 251 -70 
lakhs to Rs. 389 57, the excess oeing mainly contributed by jute (Rs. 76 48 
lakhs) and by the new duty on hides and skins, which added Rs. 58-95 lakhs 
to the revenue. 

492. The net revenue of the Calcutta Custom House amounted to 
Rs. 10,65,77,300 against Rs. 8,09,42,849 in the previous year, refiresenting 
an increase of a little more than 31 per cent. The net income of the subor- 
dinate ports advanced from Rs. 22 35 lakhs to Rs. 31 -22, owing to the great 
improvement in export duty. 

493. The numlier of cases dealt with under the Sea Customs Act was 610 
against 422 in the previous year. Of these as many as 160 cases arose out 
of notices issued under section 32 of the Act. as compared with 59 in the pre- 
vious year. In 20 cases the g(K>ds were taken over for the use of Govern- 
ment, and the profits of their disposal in 10 oases amounted to Rs. 3,975. 
In addition, 174 cases of misdeclaration of goods were detected, the penal- 
ties imposed amounting to Rs. 1,056. 

494. There were altogether 708 cases of infringement under the Mer- 
chandise Marks Act during the year against 745 in the previous year. Of 
tlu'.se, 518 rejated to false trade description and 124 were in respect of piece- 
goods on which lengths were not properly stamped. The penalties imposed 
under this Act amounted to Rs. 14,179 as against Rs. 17,484 in the previous 
year. 


SALT. 


[Suit Admiiii(*(ratii>ii KofKtrt for th« yw 1919-20. StatitUc* of BriiiHh ludio, Part IV (A), Finuico 

•Mi Revemie »ccountf .] 

405. There was an increase in the operations under the salt credit sys- 
tem. Securities to the extent of Rs. 76,33,025 were deposited during the y^r, 
ns compared with Rs. 72.83.000 in 1918-19. The amount of duty debited 
during the year under the system was Rs. 1,09,48,287 against Rs. 1,03,^,573 
in the previous year. There were 59 depositers during the year against 60 
in 1918-19, and none of them closed their accounts. 

496. A license to manufacture salt at Samudrapur iu the Cxmtai sub- 

division of the Midnn|>ore district was granted to a Company in Cabutta. 
Machinery has beep set up, but owing to difficulty in obtaining supplies of 
fresh water ip the locality the Company was unable to start manufacture 
during the year. * * 

497. The total imports to Calcutta increased by 18-2 per cent, and Uiose 
to Chittagong decreased by 49-6 per cent. There was a large increase in all 
qualiti(vs of salt imported to Calcutta, with the exception of Port Said salt. 
There were no imports to Chittagong from the United Kingdom, except 
table salt in bottles. 

498. The total quantity of salt which pa^ed into consumption in this 
Presidency during the year was 7,812,788 maunds; but out of the total figure* 



UI9-18I0..} 


eomcm or bstshub otheb than land 


109 

3,843,550 maunds were exported to other provinces by rail, road and river 
(inolusive of 202 maunds educed from saltpetre and 7,918 maunds issued 
free of duty for commercial purposes). The average wholesale price per 
maund of i»lt, inclusive of duty, was 4 annas 8 pies lower than in the previous 
year. It is reported that since April 1919, the prices ruling in the market 
were the maximum prices fixed by Government: tJiese were reduced from 1st, 
Januaiw 1920 by Rs. 30 per 100 maunds. All through the vear the prices’ 
of Kurkatch salt were 4 or 5 rupees below those of crui^ied salt. The 
average wholesale price per 100 maunds of Liverpool salt was Rs. 172-2 5, 
as against Rs. 186-13-4 in the previous year. 
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499. As compared with 1918-19 the receipts show an incretise by 
Rs. 26,81,919 or 24 0 per cent, and the charges by Rs. 15.269 or 4-5 per cent. 
The net revenue amounted to Rs. 1,35,07.486, which was larger than that of 
the previous year by Rs. 26,66,650 or 24-6 per cent. 


500. The quantity of salt educed in the process of refinement of saltpetre 
was 275 maunds, as compared with 547 maunds in 1918-19, and the quantity of 
sitia (impure salt) left in the course of rt'finement was 126 maunds against 
78 maunds in the previous year. Two hundred and two maunds of educed 
salt were sold during the year, as compared with 568 maunds in 1918-19. 


Trad* iti 


[TIk* oil the administration of tin* Exoiao Departiiiont, Bengal, 1919-20. StatintloH of British 

^ India, Part IV (li)-Fiuaiieo and lievciiuo.] 

501 . The sy.stem of Licensing Boards in Calcutta and the neighliouring «»oim 
municipalities and of Advisory Committees throughout the districts remained BoiirdlTifd 
in force. The Calcutta Licensing Board changed the sites of two foreign Advisocy 
liquor shops, one restaurant, one ganja and one bhang shop and granted one committddd. 
new retail foreign liquor license and one restaurant li(en.se. No other 

change was made by any of the Licensing Boar<ls either in the number dr in 
the location of the existing shops. The recommen»lntions of the Advisory 
Committees were carefully considered and mostly given effect to. In 
accordance with these recommendations three country spirit shops, throe 
tari shops and two pachwai shops were abolished, the sites of fourteen 
country spirit shops, one foreign liquor .shop, six tari shops, ten f>achwai 
shops, four ganja shops, one bhang shop and two opium shops were changed, 
and three country spirit shops, one foreign litpior shop, three tari shops, 
five pachwai shops, two ganja .shops, six bhang .shof).s and four of)iuin shops 
were newly opened. 

502. The total excise revenue showed an increase of Rs. 4,70.202. l>eing 
Rs. 1.81.08,448 against Rs. 1 .76,38.246. The heads which showed an increase 
were country spirit (Rs. 2,64,841). hemp drugs tRs. 1.93.534). opium 
(Rs. 1,11 .491), wines and spirits (Rs, 91 660) and tari (Rs. 3.826). The mn.st 
noteworthy increase is in the revenue derived from «ountry spirit. This 
occurred in .spite of a heavy drop in consumption and was flue to the levy of 
enhanced duty throughout the year. There were large dwreases under 
“ pachwai ” (Rs. 1,72.348) and commercial spirits, including medicated 
wines (Rs. 25,587). The net result was that the incidence of excise revenue 
rose from 6 annas 2 pies in the previous year to 6 annas 4 pies. 

503. The system of contract supply was the only system in force in this country •pint. 
Preaidnc>' during the year. The fixed-fee .system of settlement of country 

spirit shops was in force in the di.stricts of Calcutta, Midnaporo. Howrah 
and 24-Parganas and in the Sadar and f>erampore subdivisions of H(*oghly. 

The system has been introduced from the 1st Anril 1920 in the districts of 
Burdwan. Dacca. Mymensingh, Rangpur. Jalpaiguri and Darjeeling. 

The introduction of the system was followed hv a considerable decrease in 
eonsnmption. due partly to high prices of foodstJiffs and other necessaries 
and partly to the reduction in the earnings of mill hands owing to short-time 
worlong. There was a reduction of 27 in the number of .shops, and con- 
sumption decreased by 33,277 proof gallons. This decrease of consumption 
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ocooired mainly in Calcutta. The (mly oilier dietricte in which the redn^ 
tion exceeded 10 per cent, wwe 24-Pai^^as (18,482 proof gallons), Jaliiai* 
guri (8,335 proof gallons) and Howrdb (1,976 proof g^l<ni8). ConsumptiOT 
increas^ in 20 districts. The progressive emciency of the deparixncnt in 
checking illicit distillation, dilution and other malpractices has naturally 
,the effect of showing an increased consumption of licit spirit in man^ districts, 
and the high prices of foreign liquor have also contributed to the mcrease. 

The revenue derived from duty and distillery fees increased by 
Rs. 4,51,037 and that from license fees decreased by Rs. 1,86,196, the result 
being a net increase of Rs. 2,64,841 under country spirit. 

504. The tree-tax system, which was introduced in 1918-19 in the Sadar 
and Seramfiore subdivisions of the Hooghly district and the whole of the 
Howrah district (with the exception of the areas included in Calcutta), con- 
tinued in the same areas with varying results during the year. The systm 
undoubtedly exercised a check over illicit manufacture of tari from un- 
marked trees and upon unrestricted drinking. The fermented lari revenue 
of the Hooghly district increased by Rs. 15,374 as a result of the tree-tax. 
The total number of licenses issuetl for the sale of fermented and fresh tari 
decreased from 2,401 to 2,068, but the total receipts increased from 
Rs. 5,16,188 to Rs. 5,19,964. 

505. Owing to the large increase in the price of rice it was found advis- 
able to introduce during the year a fixed-fee system of pachwai revenue in lieu 
of the ordinary auction system in the Asansol subdivision of the Burdwan dis- 
trict. where there are a large numlier of pachwai shop^ in order to safeguard 
the Government revenue and to give some relief to the vendors. The total 
number of licenses iasued was 35,367 as compared* with 31.896 in 1918-19. 
The revenue from retail license fees decreased from Rs. 9,75.731 to 
Rs. 7,98,038. or by Rs. 1,76,71>3. The de<’rcase was considerable in Burd- 
wan, BirbhuTn, Bankiira and Murshidabad, and was mainly due to the bad 
circumstances of the consumers and to the high price of rice from which 
pachwai is manufactured. 

506. The total numljer of licenses is8ue<l for the wholesale and retail vend 
of potable foreign liquor, exclusive of lic'en.ses for the retail sale of medicated 
wines and rectified s[)irits, was 597 against 602 in the preceding year. The 
total receipts from license-fees amounted to Rs 3.01.869 against Ris. 2,95,665 
in 1918-19. The receipts from dutv on Indian-made “ foreign liquor '* 
were Rs. 8,82,456 against Rs. 7,97,000 in the preceding year. 

507. The total number of licenses issued in the Presidency for the retail 
sale of (jnnja was 1.203 as compared with 1,265 in 1918-19. Tlw* revenue 
from license fees increased by Rs. 1.22.618 and that from duty by Rs. 45,245. 
There was an increase of 76 mannds in the quantity of mnia consumed, the 
figures being 2,052 maunds against 1,976 mannds in 1918-19. Tlie increase 
exceeded 10 per cent in Jessore. Nadia. Birhhum, Noakhali and Calcutta. 
The incidence of license-fees |>er seer of annja consumed was Rs. 23-9 and 
that of dutv Rs. 20. The total taxation was Rs. 43-9 per seer as compared 
with Rs. 43 -3 in the previous year. 

508. The total consumption of hhana within the Presidency amounted to 
724 mannd.s 19 seers against 641 maunds 18 seers in the previous year. The 
total revenue both from license-fee.s and duty amounted to Rs. 1,61,477 as 
compared with Rs. 1 ,43,476 in 1918-19. 

509. The total number of retail licenses for the sale of charas was 29 
against 30 in the breoeding vear. and the total revenue amounted to Rs. 78.039 
AS compared with Rs. 69,715 in 1918-19. The receipts from license-fees 
increased by Rs. 4,453 and those for duty by Rs. 3,871 . 

510. The. system under which the issue of excise opium to retail shops is 
restricted to the estimated local demand continued in Midnapore, Ho<^hly, 
Howrah, the 24-Parganas. Calcutta, Khulna. Bakargani, Faridpur, Chit- 
ti^ng, Noakhali. Tippera and Jalpaiguri and in a few shops in Burdwan. 
Nadia. Jessore, Darjeeling, M 3 miensingh. Murshidabad and Rajdialki. It 
was not found necessary to extend the svstem to any further areas daring 
the year. The total number of licenses ' issued for the retail sale of opiom 
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was 828 as compared with 820 in the previous ^r. The mOst noticeable 
increase occurred in the 2i-Pargana8, where six new sliops were opened, 
ohieAy in the Sunikrbans area o? the district, where new settlements had 
^own up, and it was found necessary to meet the demand. The consump- 
tion of opium increased by 10 maunds 2i) seers, the figures being 1 ,038 maunds 
5 seers against 1,027 maunds 16 seers in the previous year. The largest, 
increases occurred in Bankura, Tippers, Rangpur, Kfmlna, Bakarganj, 
Howrah. Noakhali and 24-Parganas. The total receipts amounted to 
Bs. 32,dB,KiO against Rs. 31,37,329 in 1918-19, showing an increase of 
Bs. 1,11,491, which occurred mostly under the head of license-fees. 

511. The total number of licenses issued to chemists and druggists for 
the sale of cocaine was 287 against 252 in 1918-19, while the license- f^ real- 
ised amounted to Rs. 307 as compared with Rs. 267 in 1918-19. Thirty -five 
pmuits for the possession of cocaine were issued free to managers of hospi- 
tals or dispensaries not imder Government supervision, viz, fouileen for 
tea-gardens in Jalpaiguri, seven for charitable <lispensarie.s in Midnapore, 
three in each of the districts of the 24-Pargana8 and Tippera, two each in 
Calcutta and Nadia and one each in Bnrdwan, Khulna, Faridimr and 
Noakhali. . Twenty permits were issued to <]ualified medical practitioners 
and dentists in Calcutta, twelve in Biirdwan, four in Chittagong, three in 
each of the districts of the 24-Pargana8 and Faridpur, two each in Midnapore 
and Dinajpur and one each in Howrah and Noakhali, for the possession and 
use of the drug in the course of their practice. One permit was issued in 
Burdwan to the Superintendent of the Raniganj Leper Asylum. 'I'he abuse 
of cocaine continues in Calcutta and in the neighbouring parts of the 24- 
Parganas and also in the Serampore Subdivision of the Hooghly district. 
Arrests for illicit pos.ses.sion of cocaine increased by 91. Excise officers 
seized 395 ounces of cocaine as compared with 136 ounces in 1918-19, while 
Customs officers seized 123 ounces against 201 ounces in the previous year. 
The total quantity seized in Bengal was 33 lbs 3 ounces an<l 29J grains 
against 23 lbs. and ^ ounce in 19x8-19. 

512. The total number of persons arrested on charges under the excise 
and opium laws during the year was 6,651 as compared with 6,637 in the 
previous year, and 6,0518 jicrsons were convicted against 5,965 in 1918-19. 


STAMPS. 


[Stamp Adtiiifiintratioii Keport for the three yearn ending the Slat March 1920. Statfeticsof Britihli 
India, Part — Finance and Kevenue.J 

613. The total receipts under tiie Stamp and Court-fees Act amounted 
to Rs. 3,13,16,702, an increase over those of 1918-19 of lis. 53,84,122, or 20-7 
per cent. This increase occurred Ixith under judicial and non-judiida) 
stamps. The charges during the vear amounted to Rs. 7,29,60(i against 
Rs. 5,73,767 in 1018-19.' 

514. The sale-proceeds of court-fee stamps (excluding stamps for copies) 
rose from Bs. 1,66,78,415 in 1918-19 to lis. 1,78,21,873. 'I'he increase was 
shared by all Uie Divisions. The largest increase, Rs. 6,02,747, was contri- 
buted by the Presidency Division owing, it is reported to the increase in liti- 
gation and to the commencement of settlement operations in Nadia, Mur- 
shidabad and Jessore. 

515. The receipts from the sale of non-judicial .stamps rose from 
Rs. 82,07,359 in 1918-10 to Rs. 1,23,78,741 in 1919-20, showing an increase 
of Rs. 41,71,382, or 60-8 per cent., which was shared by all the Divisions. 
The increase was largest m the Presidency Division, viz., Rs. 32,85,249, of 
which Rs. 29,99,935 was contributed by Calcutta alone. The receipts for the 
Burdwan, Dacca, Chittagong and Rajshahi Divisions rose bv Rs. 2,77,253, 
Rs. 2,59,732, Rs. 1,76,269 and Rs. 1,73,879, respectively. ' 

516. The number of vendors who held licenses to sell stamps during the 
year 1919-20 Was 5,235 against 5,234 in 1918-19, and the amount of discount 
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allowed to dudj vendors rose from Es. 3,59,744 in 1918-19 to Bs. 4,42,1^ 
in 1919-20. 

•<rtto»**** 61 7. The total number of cases in which deficient duto imd penalty were 

eirtir. levied by the Courts under section 85 of Act H of 1899 daring the year fell 

from 2,128 in 1918-19 to 1,891, and the amount of duty and penalty realised 
•^from Rs. 13,946 to Bs. 12,853. The total number of cases d^ided 
Bevenue Courts under sections 32, 87, 40 and 41 of the Act rose from 2,89/ 
in 1918-19 to 3,430, and the amount of duty and pmalty realized in such cases 
from Bs. 71,330 to Bs. 79,546, the bulk of the increase being contributed by 
Calcutta. 
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518. The number of cases instituted for infringement of the provisions of 
the Stamp Act was 346 in 1919-20 against 219 in the previous year, while 375 
persons were brought to trial and 336 persons convicted against 242 and 
^12 respectively in the previous year. The fines imposed rose from 
Bs. 2,227 in 1918-19 to Bs. 2,644. The amount of rewards paid to informers 
was Rs. 841, as compared with Bs. 1,295 in the previous year. 

519. Of the cases of valuation of estates for the issue of probate and 

letters of administration reported during 1919-20, including those pending at 
the Iieginning of the vear, 58-6 per cent, were completely enquired into against 
63 -9 per cent, in the previous year. 'I’lie percentoge liorne by the deficit duty 
required to the amount originally realized was 11 -7 against *12'9 per cent, in 
the previous year. * ‘ 


INCOMB TAX. 


f UcfkMit till tuliiiiniMtrwtiori of the Iiicoiih -Tax Dt'pnrtrnent.tlnrinB the triennium ending 3Ut Mttrcii 
MutiHticM of Iiiilia* I'lut IV (A) — Ftimnceatid Ueveuui*.] 
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520. I'he receipts, charges and net revenue under the head “ Income- 
tax ” during the year 1919-20 were Rs. 3,40,84,589, Rs. 2,48,204 and 
Us. 3,38,36,295, respectively. 

Notwithstanding the relief afforded by the Income-tax Amendment 
Act (IV of 19191, which came into force from the 1st April 1919 and which 
exempted from tne oi>eration of the Inowne-tax Act incomes below Rs. 2,000 
per annum, there was an increase of Rs. 1,25,43,192 in the net revenue of the 
year under yeport over that of 1918-19. The increase was wholly contri- 
buted by Calcutta, and was due in a great measure (1) to the high profits 
earned by jute mills, (2) to the assessment of one hundred new companies for 
the first time during the year 1919-20, (3) to the system of assessment at a 
rate determined by the total income of an assessee, as intrmluced by Act 
VII of 1918, (4) to the adjustment procedure under section 19 and (5) to 
new assessments under section 25 of incomes which accrued in the previous 
year, but escaped taxation that year. 

521 . The total collections made on account of the demand for the year 
1919-20 were Rs. 2,81,66,019, as compared wdth Rs. 1,92,53,494 in 1918-19, 
showing an increase of Rs. 89,12,625. In Calcutta the amount of tax col- 
lected on the assessments made in 1919-20 showed an increase of a little over 
93| lakhs, as compared with 1918-19, 

522. The total number of persons finally assessed by district officers in 
1919-20 amounted to 33,261, as compared with 65,053 in 1918-19. This 
decrease is due to the exemption allowed under the amending Act IV of 1919, 

523. Only one person in 2,930 of the population outside Calcutta paid 
income-tax, and the average amount paid by each assessee was Rs. 164. In 
Calcutta, which for income-tax purposes includes the town of Howrah, the 
proportion was one person in 67 of the population, and the average tax paid 
was R^ 1,735. 

524 . The total net collections of super-tax under Act VIII of 1917 durix^ 
the year 1919-20 were Rs. 87,29,301 against Rs. 1,27,65,653 in 1918-19. 
The decrease was due to the introduction of the Excess Profits Duty Act of 
1919, which provided that excess profits duty and raper-tax wrae to be 
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525. The following statements slnjws (he actual r(H.'ei}>(s and charge's on Raosmts 
iiccount of I’rovincial Services for 1919-20 as comi)ared with those of 
191B-19 - 
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1918-19, 

1919-‘2(). 


l^. 

lU 

! 

IN. 

lU. 

Opening Itiiiuuc** 

^1,1) 7,6.') 

;1,72 IK) 

1 — Uefiinds and ilrawhiu k < 

2,22 

6 07 

1. — Liunl Kttvciiui* 

1 .(')7,tl7 

l,7ti,04 

2 — A»sigfinn‘nh4 and com- 

1,39 

1 42 

IV, StUUpH 

i.'24,rt;i 

1 ,5t),20 

prriHationH 



V. — Kxi'int* 

1 ,7i;.ri.t 

1,81,49 

:i. — Lami U* vonne 

:iK,2i 

:i2.!6 

VI — I*rt»v iiifial rate.n 

1,1'2 

1,12 

6. — Stamps 

:t,!^6 

:L72 

VIII. — Income-tax 

i.i'i.'ii 

1,73.09 

7 — Kxoist* 

ID f.H 

11,03 

l.\. — I'on'Ht 


2 ».r>i 

IB. — lnc<»nn*-tu.\ 

2K 

MO 

X. — Uegifttrution 

1 

i!.V.57 

11. — FttreHl ,,, 

8.26 

9,72 

Xll. — IntertHt 

f),6*2 

6,12 

12 — Hegistrution ... 

n,:i4 

12,24 

XVMA. — Law and JuHtioe — 



I d.--IntorCHt on nrdiriary 

4.66 

.9,10 

(^>urts 

11, iM 

12, tU 
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9.'),93 

•47.91 
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14,77 
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XVII. -I'olice 

2 

2M 

(’oiirl.Hor l,aw ... 

1,04,01 

1,07,07 

XVfH.— I’orts lUl.l I'ilotaK.r ... 

12.A7 

1 

I2li. — Law and ihist it'e — 



XIX. — Ivluctttinn 

2,H.J 

2,26 

JaiU 

:n,H2 

28 

X.VA.— Me<lic,il 

4,ir, 

4,26 

*20 — Bo.icr ... ,,, 

1,:52,26 

1,4:1,62 

XX B. — SanitHtinii 

C. 

61 

21 — I’ortH .'lud Pil'il.i^n* 

12, H6 

47,42 

XXIA. — Agriculture 

\fiH 


22. — i:d M-ation 

86.12 

2H,2H 

XXI B.— Scieptilic anti Miscclla- 

I .•(,04 

2<» 16 

24A. — Mcdij’iil ... ,,, 

22. <0 

:io,i8 
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7,71 

14,12 
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r,r> 

.65 

2f>. — PolilicaJ 

2.87 
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14,26 

16,22 

XXIII. — StHtioMory and Printing 

i,7;t 

1,2:1 

20B. -.Scientitj'* and .Misculia- 

26,48 

8,03 

XXV. — Miscellaneuu.'^ rcceipU — 

0,fl7 

6,86 

neons. 
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Pilt.lic WoiUh. 

1 

i 


; 22. — Supcranmifttiuii 

i 34,26 

:16,72 

XXIX. — Major Works (ilirect j 

1 iJy^ ■ 

1.60 

! 3o — Stationery 

i:L74 

17, .36 

receipts). j 
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! 6,24 

4,62 

XXX. — Minor Works and Naviga- ' 


22 

.i.'i. — Famine Holtef 

H 

3,16 

ti jn — Civil. j 
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Butdic Works ... 1 

4,74 

4.A1 

) Working F.x|«*nscs 

i 1,16 

1.U6 

XXXI,— Civil Works—Civil ... 

1 ,:^di 

1,41 

Iii?**H*Mt on ijj-lll 

1,76 

l,7J 

PnMic WorkB ... 

8,B) 

6,62 
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By Public Works De- 

12,26 : 

16,26 

Transfer Beisvet'n Im- 

17,17 

2:1,61 

purtment. 



perial and Provincial. 
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1 : 

1 
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Pultlic Works Dt^nrt. 

22,84 

1,00,61 




fiient. ' 



* 

i 


Civil 

1 

11,42 

11,80 

1 

TnUl ... j 

7, 39,00 

8, 5.'-., 70 ; 

Total ... , 

7,34,04 

7,26,34 



i 

1 

1 

CloHing balance ... * 

I 

3,72,0 ; 

1 

4,32,42 

Grand Total 

11,06,65 

1*427,70 ; 

i 

. Grand Total ... ' 

ll,fj0,«6 J 

( 
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526. lititter collections from Government estates account mainly for the 
increase under the head Land Revenue. The variations under tne heads 
Stamj/g, Income-tax and Irrioation, which are divided heads, have been 
explained in the section under Imperial Finance. The increase under 
Excise is mainly due to larger consumption of spirits and iu(uors manufac- 
tured after European methods. Under Forests the improvement is due to 
larger sales of timlier and other produce removed from the forests by Gov- 
ernment agency. The increase under Registration is due to rise in prices, 
tlie Hcanuty in certain districts and the devastation caused by the recent 
cy(;lone in Eastern Bengal which led to liorrowing in the muhiasil and to 
speculation in house [iroperty in Calcutta. Interest — Larger advance made 
to agriculturists in the Tippera and Haukura district and in JCasteru Bengal 
districts, which were swejjt by the cyidone, mainly cairsed an increase under 
the head Interest. The increase under Law and Justice : Courts oj Law, is 
due to larger magisterial fees received during 19th'*2(i and larger recoveries 
made hy the Administrator (teneral. Law and Justice : /a '7.? -The .small 
increase is mainly due to the high prices obtained for most of the articles of 
jail maiiufacture, especially for cotton goods, mustard-oil and castor-oil. 
I'olicv Owing to the rapi<l increase in motor traflic there was an increase in 
foes under the Motor Vehicles Act. 'riiia, together with tlie fees realrsed 
under the new Arm.s Act, account for the increase in revenue. Sanitation — 
The ifu nii^e is chiefly due to the receipt of aii anonymous donation of 
f{s. oh, (KM) for expenditure on sanitation. Ow'ing to better receipts from agri- 
cultural farms there was an increa.se under the head A grirnlf n r,\ Scienti- 
fic Ih/>artment-- \j\r<^vr supply of rpiiiiiue to the Lahore Medical Store for 
the I’roritier cainfiaign, and the realisati<»n of fe<*.s for registering a mnnhi'r 
of new companies started on the revival of tr.ade account niaiidy for the 
increase under this head. Owing to the renewed publication by the Oollector 
(d ('ustoins <»f various periodicals, which were not issius! during the war, 
there was an increase under the he.'ol Statiouery and Printimj. Miscellaii- 
eons The increa.se has been constituted paitly hv unclaimed deposits and 
partly by fees for (lovernmeni audit and nsoveries of servin' payments cf 
previous year, ('ird W arks (Public Works Department) The actuals of 
IfthS lit included Its. d.hO.OOO on account of sale proceeds of Police Hospi- 
tal. The absence of any sindi abnormal revenue aceonnt.s for the decrease in 
1919 20. 


027. 'Pile large iucfras*' nnd<'r ‘T^.•^lln<ls and Drawbacks ' is mainly 
diie to refunds, by way of ad justment under sj*.otion 19 of tlie lnc<»me Tax Aci. 

Owing to the reversion to civil «luty of olVieers on deputation to military 
duty <m the ce.ssation of hostilities there was an increase in expenditure under 
the bead " d. Land Hevenue.” 'I'lie variations under * Stamps -Income 
rax, " ■" Famine Belief ” ami " 411. Minor Works,” yvhich are divided 
heads, have Ihvii explained in the seilion umler Imperial tinanees. The 
iiu'rea.se under the heads " Kx<‘is(‘ ' and ” liegist ration ” is mainly due to 
revision of establishments, while the increa.se under ” Forest ” is not only 
due to a similar cause, Init also due to the improvement ami extension of 
fore.st.s and to the revision of pay of (tflicers. The larger amount of agricul- 
tural loans di.strihuted in the 'I'ippera and Banknra districts and in F'a.stern 
Bengal di.striets acc(»unt for the im'rea.se under the hea<l “ lntere.st 
on (M'dinarv debt. " The increase under the heads ” General Admini.stra- 
tion ” and ■■ Layv and dn.stii^e ("onrts of Law is fiartly due to leave allow- 
ances of eertain oflicers pai<i in India and partly to increase in the pav of 
the Band juid Bode Gnanl of His F.xeellency the Governor under the former 
l end and to higher contingent ami process-.serving charges under the latter. 
The ituToase under the head ” Jails ” wa.s due to a ri.se in the co.st of diet and 
p tie f>f clothing, while the increase under “ Police ’ is due partly to similar 
causes and partly to larger exfwnditure under contingencies and ex[>enditure 
on repairs to police-stations damaged by the cyclone. A grant of 
Bs, pj.TTi.OOO to the Chittagong Port Fund is mainlv responsible for the 
increase under “ I’orts and Pilotnge.” The increa.se under “ Education ” 
is (*n acimunt <if payment of larger grants-in-aid and also to an expenditure 
of Rs. 1,20,000 on account of the Dacca University. Rise in prices of diet. 
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clothing and bedding and also the enhanced pay of the Indian Medical Service 
officers account for the increase under “ Medical." The full comple- 
inent of officers and larger grants for sanitary pnrpi)se.s are chicily respon- 
sible for the increase under “ Sanitation.” The decrea.se under “ 25 -I’oli- 
tical ” is due to the fact, that the inaintenance charge of us weiv 
recorded in the accounts of 11119-20 under “ 82“ Miseellanwus,” instead 
of under this head as in former years. I'he increase in establi.shrnent and 
in contingent charges account for the increase under “ 26 A Agriculture." 
A large quantity of quinine wa.s purchased in 1918 19. The absence of any 
such abnormal expenditure accounts for the deerease under the head 
“ 26 B. — Scientific and Miscellaneous Departments" in 1919 20. 'I'lie in 
crease under “ 29 — Superannuation " is partly due to the growth of pen- 
sionary charges and partly to the enhanced rate of pen.siou .sauidioiicd for 
certain gazetted officers, while the increase under " Stationery and I’rint- 
ing " is mainly due to larger supply of stationery from the (ientral Stores 
to the Press and Forn)s Department. 

The decrea.se under " Mi.scellaneous " occurred mainly under iirecovcr- 
ahle temporary loans written off. Larger grants ti> local bodies led tit the 
increa.se under " Civil "Works - Civil." The increase under “ Civil "Works - 
Public Works Department " is mainly due to the widening of the Chowiin- 
ghee Boad, Calcutta, and to larger expenditure on repairs to civil huildiufs 
and communications damaged bv the cvi-lone of lf)19 20. 


w. 

MIVCMUt AND 
rtNANQI. 


Local Funds. 

528. The table below shows the acltial ns-eipt and charges at»d iIh' •aiAne*. 
opening and closing balances of th<* difi’erent lAK-al Funds in the proviius' for 
the year 1919 20 : — 


Namk or Fcnd. 

Ojiening 

btilotioc 


Total. 

j Fhv lIHDlt. 

: (3nHln^ 

1 

1 

! 2 

.3 

4 

! 

! 

o> 


IN. I 

lu 

11k. 

1 

IN. 

1(8. 

District Fund 

36,l6.n:J2i 

1 2tt,0fL:U>5 ' 

I.0b..'’i2,.300 

1,31,10,723 

.34,41,007 

Disdrict Ilotiti Fund, 

1 i 

1)7. 122 

l.•»:^.33H 

09,905 

1 23,433 

Darjeeiiijj^. 

j 1 



i 

j 

Union Fundt, 

1 t 





Birhliniri ... ... 

I,f>«2 i 

r,,4S5 

8.107 

7,07.3 

494 

Burdwsfi 

! 4F* ; 

1,HH) 

1.6"!1 

1,321 

219* 

Midii8|x>rs ... 

i,r)br» 1 

4.t»33 . 

0 408 

5, 1 84 

1.314 


3,1»«7 ' 

'.l.H .’i' , 

1.3,814 

Hi, 04 7 

3,707 

Khulfta 


.3.321 ! 

6.2S3 

4.023 

2,262 

Mursliidabtid 

i , 

4.246 : 

0.279 

4,636 

1 ,623 

Niidis 

IjOli ; 

1,0.50 

2,219 

1,107 

1,112 

Faridpur 

1.201 ‘ 

0,MH 

1 0.2 IS 

'.'■.111 

,307 

Dacca 

1,0.51 : 

12,4 IH 

13.463 1 

n.K07 

1 ,002 

Total 


bhAHd '■ 

68,33h ; 

33,729 

12, *^29 

CatUonttitnl Fundi. 



"1 

1 



4B5 1 

2,160 

2.045 ’ 

1 ,343 j 

1.102 

Barrackpore 

: 

63 342 

77,109 

64,743 , 

12,306 

Dum-Dtifn ... 

i 

24.104 

29,478 

‘22.2'22 . 

7.1 HO 

Ja)a()ahar 

11 \ 

10. 306 

11.282 

. 10,33H ; 

924 

Leboo;; ... 

4,070 

6,26'.l 

10,3.39 

6,663 ! 

3,470 

Takdab 

1,021 

i 

S.726 

9,747 

7,624 j 

2,12.1 

Total 

25.20.5 ; 

1,1.0.307 

I,40,6;K) 

1,13.423 1 

27,177 

Town and liatar Fondn. 
Cbittagon^ Hill TracU 

2,38G ; 

7,344 

9,730 

0,005 

3 726 

Bazar FuLd. 

! 





Western Duarn' Market 
Fond, Jalpaii^iiri. 

34,H65 

50,5i0 

H3,444 

51,4 40 

3.3.998 




i 


Total 

37/241 


95,174 

57.4.51 j 

.37,723 


t 
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N4MK or Fund. 

0 polling 
LtuU fico. 


V 

Tt»ul. 

Payment. 

Ctoving 

balance. 

^ i 

2 

3 

4 

5 

ft 

« Pofiet Fund, 


lu 

lU. 

Kh 

Ha. 

Ciiuiiktilari 

97,410 

1,02,.132 

1/99,942 

94,841 

1,05,101 

Uownn] Fu r»*l. } 




Firo Briji'Htlo ... j 

8.1,404 

3,83. 1 1<2 

4,<iK 510) 

3.72,959 

95637 

AMyium ... ; 

a:i 

3,411) 

3,452 

3,415 , 

37 

Total 

l,«‘.i.K47 

4,89,143 

ft, 71,990 

4,71,215 

2,00,775 

Marin^i Fund, 





«• 

lloEpitul Fori l>uo«, 

177 

l.2.>.7cr» 

1 ,22,943 

96,346 

26,597 

OaltDiUa. 






iCdueatim Fund. 



1 




:i;uo 

4.7r i 

H.oOl 

4,419 

. 3.642 

(kAfliiuU^ SrliotarHliif). 
DurKtt Ciiaratt l.iiltn’N Fuiitl 

7,1.17 

7,157 

7.357 

200 

... 

Total 


ll/JOH 

lf>.218 

11,770 

3,442 

and ChitrUafdnt 






Fiind$. 






f'liigritti Iio<)^riiiK IIoiho 

4,d:16 

7.310 

11,340 

8,118 

3.226 

Kun.l. 

AArinT«}| Htiatti of | 

Gil, 1 HD 

fi5,54H ; 

1,34 728 

68,294 

76.434 

Uf^aitli ! 

(Koiorul , 

a:i:t 

2H,60G 

28,939 1 

28,40,3 

536 

; 

hnaiubaro lloMpituI Fotnl 

a.Kou 

: ll» 17S 

23,047 i 

20,270 

2.777 

FtMiDiD* i 

n,5oa 


12,725 j 


12.725 

Fiiioi j 

Fiiipi j 

i i.:u7 

7,513 


1.3,500 

{ 

5.2.ftO 

Ituniliil Fiolovv j 

noMit Ftifoi j 

'rdtul ... j 

.G,G7ii 

7.100 

12,77ft 1 

10,500 

! 

2.27ft 

1,05, im 

l,at>.477 

2.42 421 

l.39,U8;'i 1 

; 1 

1,03,330 

Ffihlir JFor/t* Futid. ' 




j 

i 

1 

DarjiM'liof; Itoprot fiiH'itt 

i.Da;220 

i,M,tjaT 

2,.14.«.1T 

1 

1,35,003 

1 1,19,854 

MiiicellarteouH Fnnih. 

1 



1 

! 

Stoim P<»ilt!'r ItiHpo^tidti 

i 

i ti3.38y 

l,ll*.20H 

1.7.1,''!t7 

1 1,3.1,2''3 ! 

40,314 

Fontl. 

/lOdlotricdl (iartlon Fticol ... 

I ;t4.4.'.0 

l»7.!7i; 

! 131,03.1 ^ 

>•4.984 

i 

4ft, 65! 

MoNititi KidlovvnitMil Ktioii 

1 

1.00,175 

! l.r.'.H40 

99,93.1 

19,011 

(.'lirtHtiati Htittal iiottr.l 

! to, 

4 H. 27.3 

04, SO'.* 

48.041 

lG,4ft8 

Ftiiul. 

\ttih(Mtitna«lan Buritil BoAni 

1 02.1 

} 

i 2,050 

3,*-*7S 

2.584 

691 

Finn!. 

i 





^ytulpur Tniwt Ivslaft* 

Fiiotl. 

; .13,02s 

^ l,0li/j50 

2,32,!*78 

2,04 ,5oi 

28,477 


j * 




Boiuolio Trunt Fatuto Finn] 

1 2.738 

i 49,900 

* 52,038 

45,487 

7,151 

Total 

I 1,70,140 

i 6,lii,332 

7.80,478 

6,20,815 

I. .19 ,003 

(iHAND TotaI. 

i 43.83,800 

j 1.47 £4,167 

i l.'.tl..37,907 

i 

1,48,81,471 

42,56,496 


Two new union funds were created during the year, viz., Ihimkol and 
Nawada Thiion Funds, in the district of Murshidabad. The aggregate 
rei'cipt of the District Funds amounted to Rs. 1,29.06,355 during the year 
and was larger than that of the previous year by Rs. 12,50, 0«10. 

Biiant*. 529. 1 ne Cantonment Funds received the following grants from the 

Military Department : Jalpahar, Rs. 6,257; Lebong, Rs. 1,750; Takdah, 
4,347. The Durga Charan Laha’s Fund receiv^ a Government grant 
of Rs. 2<M). The Chittagong General Hospital Fund received a grant of 
Rs. 1 .000 from Govemtoent. 
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Road and Public Works Cesses. 

[H«(>ort (KJ the Laud Ueveuiie Admiiiiritrutioit of Bftt^ul for year 1919-2().] 

530. Except iu the Chittagong Hill Tracts where the Cess Act is not in 
force the road and public works cesses were levied at the inaxiinuni rate of 
one anna in the rupee on the valuation of lands and annual net pn)fits of tnines * 
and other immovable properties. 

531 . Thevaluation of gross rental on which the Cesses are based amount- and 

ed to Rs. 13,04,29,4.53 against a land revenue demand of the same area, of 

Us. 2.76,32,277. The proportion of land revenue to rental w’orks out at 21 -2 
per cent. The total Cess demand was Rs. 82.24,988 including arrears 
(Rs. 11,49,100), and the total collcctionK Rs. 72.04.240. The current demand 
showed a net inert*aseof lis. 83,547 over that of the preceding year. In .Jail 
paiguri however, a sum of R.s. 27,544 of the demand of the vtMir umler rcjHirt 
was transferred to the following year owing to a change froin 1st March to 1st 
April of the latest date for payment of instalment oi ws.ses in respect of tea 
and jote lands. The increase was mainly contributed by the districts of Hurd 
wan (Rs. 43,186), Bakarganj (Rs. 15,934) ami Noakhali (Rs. 11,280), as a res\dt 
of the valuation and revaluation |)roeet‘dings and of the asses.smen1 of new 
mines and royalty rcceijds and the revision of a.ssessment. The percentage of 
collections rose from 98 -7 to 101 -8, while that of the outstanding balano* on the 
total demands fell from 13-9 to 12 - 4 during the year under report. The re 
missions decreased from Rs. 67,224 to Rs. 41,865 of which a sum of Rs. 40,03(5 
wtis granted in the district \>f Hurdwaii alone, const^picnt on the revision of 
assessment of coal mines tinder Chapter V of the Cess AiT. No arrears were 
barred by limitation during the year under rejwrt. 

.532. Tlu‘ total numlKU’ of eertilieates fill'd for the re.'disation of (’es.'^i's working of 
was 45.(592 against 50.854 of the [irevious year. 'I'he di'crciisi' was shared )»y pp*oJ|l2ror*** 
all the di.striets except Midnapore, 24 I’arganas, Nadia, Hakarganj, Noa- 
khali. Rajsliahi, Malda, and I’ahna. 'I’lu' Iota) mind«*r of ecrtilieati's for 
dispo.sul, inelmling tho.se (15.751) ponding from the preceding yi'ar. stood at 
61 ,443 of which 47.509 were dispo.sed of, leaving 13,934 pending at the (dose of 
the year. The mimhcr (1,389) of eases p(*miing for more tliaii six months 
showed some increase in eomjtari.son with the [uveeding year (1,138). iiml for 
those pending eases llooghly (222). Chittagong (2(0) and 'I'ippcra (208) aviu’C 
mainly responsihle. In as many as 1,221 eases eertilieates were cancel h'd on 
.such grounds as donhlo as.se.s.sment , death or desertion of cerlilicali^s (l(‘l)tors, 
payment of dues liefore the i.s.sue of (eertilieates iind certificates heing filed 
against wrong {lersons. Arrean; of Os.s(‘s were ircovc'red in 12,252 ca.s<'s on 
the mere is.sue of the notices of demand and in 27,072 (ta.ses on the issue of 
notices for the attachment of propert y, mov.ahleand immovahle, wliile iwonrsc 
had to Ik": taken on actual .sah^s oidy in 1,206 ca.scs out of a Odal iiumher of 
61,443 for disposal. 

533. R(Jvaliiationson a large .scale under the coni nil of th(' Collector were v»iuAtio»« mna 
in progress in the districts of the 24-Parganas, Midnapore and Myrnensingh 
Revaluations conducU^d hy the Setthunent Ilepartinent were also in pr(»gre.sK in 
the entire district of Rajshahi and in .some e-states in Tippera. 'J'h(; assess 
ment of Coal mines in the district of Hurdwaii and of certain (Inzari Forc'sts 
in Dacca W’as, as usual, revised under Part 1 1, Chapter V of (he Cess Ad. 


Municipal Revenue. 

[See Chapter III of this Rex>ort — Municipal Administration.] 
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OHkmU yi.-yiTAL statistics and medicai. service. 


vital Statistics. 


[ rii*) KsporU itf the SsniUry Cuiiiinm^iiorter f«>r ihd year 11H9. Sratiiticx of Britinh Ifufia, 1 art V— -Ares, 

BopuUti m atiti IMthlio Healtli.] 
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534. Durinjj the your 1919 the JiumlxT of recorded deaths in liengul 
exceeded the nntnlxjr of recorded birtlis by 39(5,000, or 8 7 per mille of • the 
population, 'llie presence of inlluenza in the first half of the year and epi- 
demics of cholera and small-pox were inuiidy responsible for thi.s loss of popu- 
lation. 

535. 'I'lic birth-rate was only 27 -5 per mille. tlie lowest returned since 
1H92 ; it wa.s 5 -4 per milh* less than the ratio of 1918 and 5 -8 j>cr ntille less than 
the average for the preiaaling five years. Every district showed a reduction 
in the biri.h-rate, ami only one province in India returned a lower ratio, viz , 
Madras, where it was 25 5 per mille. The de<*reaso is attributed by the Direc- 
tor of Ihiblic Health to economic |)ressure resulting from the poor harvest of 
1918, combined with the effect of high ju'ices, the luevalence of influenza and 
the consetpient excessive mortality which occurred in the latter part of 1918 
and the earlier months of 1919. 

53(5. 3'he mimlsM’ (»f deaths was 22(5,000 alvove the quinquennial average, 
though it fell short of the previous year's figure by 8(5,000. The 
deatii rate represented 3(5-2 p<‘r mille of the population and was higher than 
in any year since 1905 witli the exception of 1918: it w'as. however, less than 
that returned hy four other provinces in India. The heavy mortality of the 
year was the aftermath of the influenza epidemic of 1918 and was enhanced 
i)V virulent and widesfiread epidemics of cholera and small-pox. In the 
opinion of the Director of Public Health it is difficult to trace any marked 
correlation lietwi'en the range of prices and the mortality in Bengal, the 
increased prici's of food grains, though they l>ear heavily on certain classes 
of the commuiiity. tending, in the pre.sence of reasonably good harvests, to 
lienefit a large proportion of the population: but such a correlation is 
oKservahle in the case of crop outturns vnd mortality, deficient harvests 
laniig almost invariably followed by an increased immlier of deaths. 

The highest mortality, in the towns of Bengal was returned by Howrah, 
where the death rate was 55-1 jier mille. It was closely followed by Barna- 
gore with 54-8, of which over ^ per cent, was due to cholera, dysentery and 
diarrhira. The Director of Public Health remarks that it is significant 
(liat over 40 per cent, of the total mortality in the latter town should have 
been due to easily preventible water home diseases of this nature, while over 
14 per cent, of the mortality was due to small-pox. another easily preventible 
disease 

537. The number of deaths amongst infants decliiKHl by 55.000, but 
owing to the fall in the aggregate of births the actual ratio of infantile mor- 
tality was nearly exactly the same as in 1918. A large and representative 
committee was appointe'd hy the (.jovernor in Council in May 1919 to advise 
upon measures to reduce infantile mortality and promote child welfare, and 
its final report is aw aited. 

538. The returns of vital .statistics are .still defective. The usual veri- 
fication hv inspectors and sub-inspectors of vaccination disclosed many 
omissions in the birth and death registers: the largest projiortion of 
omissions in the birth register, viz.. 91 per cent, was returned bv Jalpaiguri 
•and in the death register (7-8) hv Raishahi. The statistics are also defective 
in respect of the causes of death, many of the deaths from influenza being 
recorded under the head “ fever.” 
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539. The mortality from cholera aggregated 125,000, a figure which 
has only once been exce^ed in the last 10 years. Only one of the IIG 
municipalities and only 4 out of 498 registration circles were immune flora 
the disease. The high mortality was caused by the conditions which com- 
menced in the cold weather of 1918. viz., short rainfall in Octolier, 
the early cessation of the rains and the con!<e(juent deficiency of crops. 
These factors led to increased emigration, the elfect of which wjus seen in the 
heavy incidence of cholera at centres where cooly lalKiui'ers halted on their 
way to Assam and the Duars, and the manner in which infection spread 
along the river and raihvav routes. It is probable also that a consi<ierable 
proportion of the enhanced mortality in the Hurdwan and Presidency divi- 
sions was indirectly due to infection from pilgrims returning from Saugor 
Island, where there was an outbreak in danuary 1919. 

Although many local authorities are still very af>athefi(^ and slow to 
accept responsibility in regard to the prevent i«)n of cholera, thei’e is evidenv'c 
that they are gradually waking up to the importance of taking steps to inves- 
tigate the cause of local onthr('aks with a \ icw to a|>f)lying the simple means 
ueces.sary for preventing the spread of infection. Action is, however, 
only too often hehited, little or notliing being done to disinbvt wells and tanks 
till cholera has become wide.spread. The Diroi'tor of Public* Health c'Oin- 
plainsof the absence of com erti'd and sy.stematic prevenliv(* inea.snrcs and re 
marks: — “ (diolera was reported from no less limn la. k 76 villages in Mu> 
province, but only a few advanced districts, .such as Bnrdwan. have as yet 
made any attempt t(» deal with this scourge of village life, and as a consc(| 
nence of this neglect, every year sees many thousands of lives needlessly sa.eri- 
fioed and enormous eeoniniic loss occasioned to the province. 

549. The inortalily from I'l vt'r, alw.iys higli in Bengal, wms 1,229,909, 
or 271 per mille, wliieh was 2 9 per inille less limn the rate* recorded in the 
previous year. 'I’he effect of infhien/a. many of the deaths from which were 
returned under this head, is rellecled in the returns, 'I'he mortality was 
eKf)eeially heavy in the first six months, when also influenza was raging, 
fell in July ami. after a sliglit rise in August, declined steadily each month. 

541. The four anti malarial sclienu*s. carried out at Meinglas. Singnr 
an. Jange.ssar and Banka Valley, came into full opi^ration and the 
results are reported to have been distinctly encouraging. Work was sLaTlcd 
on the Nawi-Snnthi and dahnim schemes, two large drainage schemes of 
w'hich the object is to resn.seitale dead or dying rivers. 'I'vvenly four 
municipalities having reported that they Imd nndiM'lakim special anti mala 
rial mea.sures on lines laid down by the Director of Btiblic Healtb, a special 
empiiry wms made to test the re.sults. It was ascertained that with 
three exeefitions (Birnagar, Panihati and Tangail) little or nolhing had been 
attempted, and that very few^ of the mmiii ipal boards loneerm-d bad made any 
budget provi.sion for anti malarial work. In many of the f.ou*ns moreover. tb(^ 
inoideme of malaria was found to be .so sieall that special measures were not 
really required, 'flie s}»e(ial ■Xs.sjstanf Director f>j' Public Healtb was, 
however, able to advi.se otiiers as to tin* iiieasme 'lit.ible to ItKal condi 
lions. The.se facts are .signiljcant of the need for local authorities erili.'-ting 
the help of the Public Health Department and having a malarial survey 
made before incurring (‘xpemlitnre. Malarial surveys were niadi^ in 270 vil 
lages. 4 collierie.s ami one tea ganlen in addition to ibt'se 21 rminicipa lilies. 
In .sfiite of the increase of the firiee of qniniric treatments effected in 1918, 
the issues ro.se by 27 per cent. Altogether 9.9fH> lbs of ipiinine were, sold in 
this way tfi retail purchasers, besiiles vvbieb about 1.200 lbs, of <jiiinine in 
tablet form wa.s issued by (Jovernment for free distribution among the pmir 
bv District Boards, municipalities and officers of the I’nblie Healtli Depart- 
ment. 

542. The influenza epidemic of 1918 continued during the first half of 
the year, though in a less virulent form. Owing to deaths from it being 
largely ascribed to fever, it is irapo-ssible to gauge with complete accuraiw 
the actual mortality, hut the Director of Public Health estimates that the 
total number of deaths in 1919 may lie roughly taken at 200 dXK); and that tli“ 
epidemic took a toll of nearly 600,000 lives in the tw^o years. The incide.nc< 
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of the disease was far from uniform. The Burdwan and Birbhum distiicts 
appear to have suffered most severely, each probably losing an aggr^ate of 
3 per cent, of thei? population during the two years; Bankura. Nadia and 
Murshidabad each lost 2j i)er.cent. of their population; in Ho<^hly, Darjeel- 
ing, Jalpaiguri, Midnapore and Chittagong the deaths represent a loss of 
from 1-5 to 1*8 j)er cent.; in Noakhali, Malda, Mymensingh, Pabna and 
Tippera the loss rs rather over one per cent. ; in Dacca, Rajshahi and Khulna 
it is rather less than one f>er cent.; in Howrah, 24-Pargana8 and Dinajpur 
it is about 7 per cent.; in Rangpur alsait -6 per cent.; in Bogra alwmt -5 per 
■'^nt,; and in dessore and Faridpur l)etween -3 and i per cent. only. 

543. A nwolution on the [>rogrcss of anti-h(Mik'worm campaign was pub- 
lished on 31 st May 1020. and it will Iw sufficient to state here that 
valuable investigation work has b«HUi done, knowledge of the disea.se and of 
its effects ha.s bcHm dis.seininated, and progress ha.s been made in establishing 
centres for diagnosis ami treatment. An inve.stigation into the extent and 
canws of pollution of the water of the river Hooghly was commenced and a 
special eiujuiry wa.s made into the prevalence of /. 7 //« ozar in the districts 
of Da(‘(!a and Mymensingh. In the Tangail subdivision in the Mymensingh 
district, it apfiears that there is a high rate of /v//« ozar infection, and the 
District Board has Iwen urged to start a campaign again.st the di.sease on 
sy.stematic! lines. In the l)ac<‘a district the result of the enquiry is to show 
that a severe stage of infection has not yet been reached, and it rests with the 
Di.strict Boaral to make a thorough survey of infected areas nn<l to arrange 
for treatment, which should not only prevent the further spread of the disease 
hut Ih' effectual in eradict-ing it from the district. 


Emigration. 

INI.A.N’U F.MIUKATIO.S’. 


(Tin* of Iiiliiiid Ktni 4 ,:ratio(i Miolrr tint LRhotir mol Ktnigration Aot, llDil (VI of l9l)l) 

ft»r your otolhip. tlio .Juno lUlH). Mtilninttfl l»y llo* Sti|d‘rii>triol(’nl t*f Kniip i nt ito . C’alciitta, Miti 
lliM nioi AMmilant SttjM i t»f Kinij.:riito*n. ] 
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r>44. 'Idle year under review was an uneventful one, its ])rincipal feature 
ht'ing the considerable decrea.se in the numlxT of emigrants despatched to 
the lalviur districts as compared with the previous year. No administrative 
mea.sure of importance was introduced during the year. 

545. Kecniiting operations were conducted in the ilistricts of Bankura, 
Birhhinn, Burdwan ami Midnapore. where .seven hundred garden sard a rs 
(including 177 sardarnis) were employed during the year, as against 1,522 
(including 353 sardarnis) in the prei'oding year. All of them worked under 
the supervision of licensed local agents. Thirtetm local agents’ licenses were 
issued in IWIff 20, as compared with six in the year 1918-19, In all, 
HIM) I'luigrants were rivniift'd in Bengal, tir 1.7H4 less than in the previous 
year. Miilnapore and Bankura supplviiig the largest number of recruits, viz., 
.^09 and 1S3. re.sjicctively. No criminal case connected with emigration was 
reported during the year. 

5‘IH. 'rhi‘ total nnmlM'r of emigrants recruited in Bengal and other pro- 
vinces who embarked at (loalundo iluring the year under report was 50,989, 
as compared with 119.883 in the piweding year, in which the number of 
emigrants was abnormally large owing to the scarcity and high prices pre- 
vailing in the rocniiting ilistricts. Most gardens were thus better stocked 
with labour than they had Ixxm for many years and consequently the demand 
was less. To this the falling off in the hiimbt'r of emigrants during the year 
1919-20 may be attributed. 

547 'l’h»' platx‘s of accommodation and rest-houses for emigrants were 

duly insfweted and generally kept in pro|>er sanitary condition, while the 
arrangements for river transport were satisfactory. * Twenty -three deaths, 
of which six were due to cholera, were reported to have occurred among 
emigrants at Asansol, Kharagpur or Naihati on their way to Goalundo, and 
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among the 51,052 emigrants who arrived at that station, there were AMOMaoioAL 

55 deaths, seven being due to cholera. There wa.s no death ihiring the »«av»c«. 

steamer journev to Chandpur among the 17,892 emigrants, who embarked 

for the Surma Valley districts, but of the 33,097 emigrants who embarked 

for the Brahmaputra Valley, 28 died during the voyage, three of the 

deaths being due to cholera. 

548. Tifteen emigrants refinstnl to embark after their arrival at Goal- 
undo, one was rejected as physically unfit for laln^ur on a lea estate ami one "•PAW*tion. 
was re})atriated* from the lalwur district rid Cloalundo. 


Medical Relief. 

C.\L' I’TTA MKDIO.M, INSTITirrioNS. 

[Tho TriciiTiiul U«*porl <>ii tl»e working; ttf tl»t‘ h<'Hj»ituls and diapimKartca in tin* Ut-n^iil rrt'Hidinu'y for tins 
yetifb 1^17, IIMH and StntiHi.K's of llnti.sh India, l*uit V—Arta, ropulatinn and l*ul»lit* Ilealtli.] 

The opj4ortunity has been taken to include in the following aei'ount a 
brief review for the tlitw years ending in 1919. 

549 . 'I'lic Mc'dical Dt'partnnmt had to work under ad vt'r.se i-ondit ions for 
the reason that not only, with few exceptions, were the medical olHcers, wlio »tmtr. 
had l)een deputed from Bengal to military service, not allowed to revert, but 
there were further deputations t.o the Miiit.arv DeparUnenf during the trien- 
nium eliding in 1915). 'Phis drain upon the re.sources of the province, though 
nece.ssitate(l by emergencies which it was incumbent upon Bimgal, alike with 
other provinces, to assist in meeting, meant that work was carriial on in most 
unfavourable circumstances, and imposed a heavy .strain on all comterned. 

Civil a.ssistant surg(‘ons had unique oppoidunities of showing their 
worth a.s olliciating civil surgeons and gave satislaction in many res|)ei‘t.s. 

'riiev also got ample opportunit iivs of volunteering for temporary commis- 
sions in the Indian Mediial Servici', and those who did so have ri'aped valu- 
able experiiTicc. .Mtogether 17 permanent and 20 tcni|)orary officers of this 
class have Ikmmi awarded leni[)orary commissions since' the outbreak of fh<‘ 
war. ami tw(i ollicers, one permanent and -om' temporary, vveri*) granted 
permanent commi.ssions in the Indian .Medical Serviee last year. 

551). I n order to nice) thciM-cd fora gifatcr number of epialificd medical 
firactitioiK'fs, the* sanctioned strength of the stinlcnts at the (iovernnient Bnuodtion. 
•Medical Schools at ('alcutta and llacca has bi'cn raised to 500 aiul dOO, 
respect ivi'ly, wliile tin* establishment of a ni'w medical school at Biirdwan 
has been sanctiom'd. with ai coninioflation for 200 stmli'nls. I he (juestion of 
ostiiblishing medical schools at oth(*r suitable centres has also nsi'ived the 
careful attention of (iovernnient. but it is neiessary to jiroccj'd with .some 
caution, for e.-ich tiew .school involves considi'rable capital and recurring 
expenditure, and the mainti'iiance of an efficient hospital alongside of it is 
an es.s«‘ntial condition of its success or, indeed, of its feasibility. 'I'he 
(;!armichael Medical ('ollege at Belgachia, whidi also affords fiu ilitic's for 
higher medical edui'ation, has succeeded in obtaining affiliation up to the final 
M.B. e.xamination of the Calcutta University, thanks largely to the liberal 
financial a.ssistance afforded to it by (Jovernment. 

The ScIkmiI of Tropical Medicine at Calcutta was completed four ye.ars 
ago, but Could not be opened on account of conditions arising out of the war, 
and this has lieen among the most unfortunate results of tdie dislocation of 
the Department. In 1917 it was decided that the sihool, -.vhich was origin- 
ally designed to teach only for the diploma in Tropical .Medicine, should be 
combinefl with a new In.stitutc of Hygiene, thus rendering tiecessary the 
construction of additional buildings. Revised propo.sals for the increased 
staff and for an extended syllabus reipiired for the combined institution have 
been submitted to the Government of India. Research work is to be started 
in connection with the scliwl, out of the funds generously contj-ibuted by the 
Indian Tea, Jute and Mining Aasociations and certain private firms and 
gentlemen. 
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A Hcheme has also been drawn up for the establishment of a Dental 
Sch(x>l to 1)6 attached to the Calcutta M6<lieal College, involving the con- 
struction of buildings at an estimated cost of Rs. 3,(16,000. The work will 
be taken up as 8(X)n us funds are forthcoming. 

551. Though all the tjovernmeiit hospitals in Calcutta are more or less 
‘over-crowded, in«.‘u rubles and iwrmancnt cripples always occupy a considera- 
ble inmdMjr of beds, especially at the t^ampMl Hospital. The establishment 
of a .separate? hospital ftir iucurabh^s in (’alcutta has lajcome a matter of urgent 
net;e4<sity and the matter i.s re<.reiving attentiou. The want of a convalescent 
Iiome near the city to relieve the pressun^ on the Medical College and other 
hospitals has also Isien brought to notic»*. Another long felt need is the 
provision of a suitable infectious diseases hospital. A committee appointed 
ny (Joveriunent to (•onsidcr the matter and to select a site outside municipal 
limits (‘nine to the con(?lusion that two hospitals for the treatment of infectious 
disease.s are re(|uiretl in t’alcutta, one for the northern and the other for the 
,s(,)uthern part of the city, although the former should take firecedence. The 
co operation of the Calcutta (!'or(>oration has been sought. Nevv nurses’* 
quart.^M’s and the I'.ve Hospital are under construction at the Medical ('ollege, 
and it i.s hof»ed that the much needed extension of the Kden Hospital will lie 
shortly <-ommenced. 

'I’lie expenditure, esfiecially on Covcrninenl institutions, .shows a consi- 
derable iiH'rea.se duc' mainly to the high cost of diet, clothing, medical stores, 
dressing materials, tlic eidiancmnent of the pay of estahlisliments, the cons- 
triction (d‘ certain important buildings and the ceqnisition of land required 
for expansion. 


'I’lic total cost of the njikiH'p of the Calcutta Hospitals ro.se fioin 
Rs. |(}, t‘2,l»h5 in 017 to Us. 21.1-1.413 in OlH, and Us. 2t).03,n()t) in OH), 
altogether 72 |ter cent, of the total receipts in these three years, w'as contri- 
Inited hv ( loveriunimt. 'I'hc amoiinl of suhscriptions and donations received 
from the piihlic was Us. 1,20.267 in 1017, Us, 1.50,237 in 018 and 
Us. 60,ti02 in lOO. or 6 06, t’r6t) and 10s pi*r eent., respectively, of the total 
receipts, the last year showing a most dis, appointing dia line. 'I’he obligation 
of contributing liberally towards these charitable institutions is hut inade- 
(juately met by the Cahaitta puhlit-, and then* is ample scope for greater 
private liberality than lias liitberto been displayed. 

The total number of inaloor patients treateil at the Calcutta Hospitals 
increased from 05.740 to 107,632 during the trienniuin, .atul the out door 
patients from 1,005,483 to t.230,J)04. i.r., the outdoor attendance exemled 
the figures for the previous trienniiun hv 135.511 . I'he tuiniher of l)eds avail- 
able in the.se hospitals, viz., 2,385, during the last trienniuin, against 2.323 
l)cds available during the previous three \ears. shows a slight im-rease. The 
nursing arratigeinenls at the various hospitals continued to lie satisfactory, 
though modern economic conditions leil to (‘onsidernhle improvements in the 
prosfiects of the stalf. Tlie Medical College and the presidency (leneral 
Hospitals are. how'cver, in need of more nurses for the new extensions, but 
tliev cannot lie appointed until additional quarters are built for them and 
more monev is forthcoming to metd the extra txxst invt>lved. Tlie provision 
of projHU' nursing is alKsolntely e.s.sential tt» tlie etliciencv of these institntions, 
ami failing greaU'r public sujiport they cannot hut he .severely handi<*ap|)e<l. 


OISTUICT IIO.SIMTALS A.\ii I)ISI'K.\SARIK.S. 

552. Tht* triennimn under notice opemnt with 700 haspitaks and di.spen- 
saries outside Calcutta. Although 77 new di.spen.sarii*s came into exisUmee 
during the tlmn? years and 12 were chtstd. Of the 765 in.stitutions thus re- 
maining at the clW of the triennium, 19 were State public, 46 State sjjecial, 
4t)8 local fund, 87 private a idetl, 153 private n(m-aidt*d and 52 railway dispen- 
saries. In spite of this increase the imml)er of dispensaries in the 
mufas.sal still fails to keep pace with the demand for medical assistance. 
"The urgency of the matter has on more than one occasion been brought to 



1919-lttO.] 


EDEN SANlTARirM, DARJKELINO. 


123 

the atteution of District Boards, and it is hoped that they will continue 
energetically their efforts to estahlish new hospitals and di8})ensai‘ies in the 
areas in which medical relief is still not available. 

An annual average of 6,471,403 out-(UH>r and 69,6*20 in-door oatients 
w'ere treated in inufassal institutions, compared with 5,725,611 an(l 61,402 
during the previous triennium. The nursing arrangements in these hos])itals 
are generally very defective ami. except in a few instances, are still left to the 
relatives of patient-s or to the hospital dressers, compounders, and ward 
coolies. Want* of funds is the chief obstacle in the w'jiy of remedying this 
very serious defect. 

There was a marked increase in the cost of iipkecf) of the hospitals 
and dis[)ensaries in the mufassal, as in Calcutta, due to similar causes. The 
total expenditure of all State public (class 1), local fund ((dass 111), and 
priyate aided (class IV) ho.spitals ami dispensaries outside t^abadta amounted 
to Rs. 40.93,332 during the triennium, as compared with Rs. 35,02.595 in 
the previous three years, while the total reeeipts amounted to Rs, 0 , 0 . 69. 781 
against Rs. 36,83.664. The (loveimment contributions formed 12'66 per 
cent, of the total inc<»me in 1917. 11*28 per ('cut. in 1918 and 128*2 per cent, 
in 1919. whjle lo<“al fund contributions amounted to 4010 per c(‘nt., 4*210 
per cent, and 42-88 per cent., respert ively. of the total income of those years. 
The |)ublic subscriptions and donations rt'ceived during the last three years 
show ati increase from Rs 2. 67. .595 in ltH7 to Rs 2.85,98‘.> m) 19lit (or 
18-41 percent, of the total incomi*). but they are still lamentably in:ide<iuate 
to permit of the.se institutions being placed up<»n a sat isf.u'tory footing. In 
fact the finances of mufa.ssal hospitals are at. present in an excei^dingly pre- 
carious positioii. Recent enhancements in the c-ost of nearly everything bavo. 
seriously embarra.ssed work, and instance's of full use failing t.o be made, for 
pecuniary reasons, even of tin* insntricieiit number of Iwnls wJiich exi.st, are 
liy no means few. 'fhe experiment was initiated on a small .scale of subsidis 
ing private practitioners in order to induce' them to se'ttle in the interior, and 
it shouhl be cai>able of expansion with advantage. 

553. This disi'ase is tn'.ated chiefly in the th?‘<*e lepe'f a.sylums at dobra, 
Raniganj and llankura. 'I'he first is lu.-iintained by dovernment. while the 
other two an* under th(' Mi.ssion to I.epers. helped by dovernment. 'I'he scah'Of 
cafiitation grants jiaid from pi-eivinci:il n'veniit's for adult lepers treatt'd in 
tlie last (wo asylums was raised fi-om Re 1 8 to Rs. 1 per h(*ad per mensem, 
with effeet from .\pril 11H9, and that for (he untainted idiildren of lepers 
to Rs 2 ()er chibl. 'fhe dobra Leper A.sylum had an annual average [lopula 
lion of 396, while tlu* population at the Raniganj and Banknra asylums 
averaged 317 arid 176 a ye;ir, res[H'(-tively. 

The Lepers Act has Ix'i'n amended so .-is to widi'ii fliii definition of a 
statutory lofier. The arrangi'inenfs at (uesent existing in the leper ;isylnms 
are not up to date, while the accommodation provided ther'in is also 
insuffieient. A nifire .satisfaclfirv way of de.iliigr with the prohlem is to open 
large leper colonies or .settlements, and the (|m'stion of estahlishing a h^per 
colony is engaging the attention of (loveriiment. 'Flic dilFiculty will he 
mainiv financial. 


Uden Sanitarium, Darjeeiing. 


[K«!p<.>rt of tlic Kdt'ii Safiitariutii and Ho#ndtid for tho yf«r 1019.] 

554 . The total number of admissions during (be v'l'ar fell from 712 
in 1918 to 443, The numl)er of per.sotis admitted to the several cla.ss('H viz., 
first, intermediate, second and third classes, was 9*2, 66, 184, and 107, 
re8j)ectively. The number of patients treated was 143, or 38 more than in 
the previous year. 

555. The total receipts of the institution for the year. viz.. Rs. 44,166. 
fell short of the total expenditure by Rs. 15,.546. The decreas<* in l.h<! 
number of admi.ssions wa.s primarilv responsible for this loss. The removal 
of the embargo on travelling to England which existed during the war 
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reduced the number of persons visiting the institution, and another reason 
for the decrease is probably that the enhanced cost of living in the hills 
kept away many jieople of ordinary means. The opening of the I..ady Minto 
Nursing Home at Salt Hill, where both maternity and surgical cases are 
adraitUvl, also adversely afFe(rted the finances of the institution. The daily 
, average cost of diet rose from Us. 2-1 in IfilB to Us. 2-(i-9 in 1919. 


Lunatic Asylums. 

[AfimtuI Koturim of th<i LoOiitic AnylumH in for t*io y^ar I9l0, StatiHticH of India, 

Part \' — Area, Population ami Pul»Ii«; Htraltli.] 

There was 247 admis.sion.s during the year, inclmiing 10 re admis- 
sions, as (ompared with 994 ndnii.ssions in 1918, while the numbe rof persons 
discharged aniourited to 171 against 919 in the |)revious year. Tho total 
numlter of insane [jcrsons treated in tho asylmns in llengal during the year 
under review was 1 ,254 against 1 ,490 in 1918, the daily average .strength l>eing 
997 against 1,079 and the jnaxiniuin minihor confined on any one night Inung 
1,028, a.s conipared with 1,120 in 191'^. 'Phe (le< rcasc in the total nnnil>er 
of inmates was mainly due t<» a r(Nlncti(>n in the mimher of military insane.s 
admittetl and of transfers from other pTovinc(\s. The totjil ca|)acity of the 
lunatic asylums in llengal, including the llliowanipiir Oh.servation Ward, 
was 1,099 as compared with 1,170 in 1918. 'Phe difl'eremee is accounted for 
hy tlie abolition of the Hliowanifair lainatic Asylum and its icj)l icement hy 
a toin|M)rary ohservation ward for 0 patients as well as a reoaliulation of 
the capacity of the llerhampnr Asylum by a fresh survey at 50 .superficial feet 
per patient. In the lunv buihiing now under constnudion at Bhow anipur, 
provisi(»n has been inad»* for the accommodation of 90 observation cases, 
viz., 0 l‘'nropean.s and 24 Indians. 'Plic building is exfus ted to b«‘ completed 
in March 1921. 

557. The re<'or(l of health of the inmates was not satisfatdory, the 
number of daily average si<‘k rising to 107-78 from 94 98. The total nunil)er 
of a<lmi.ssions into hospital was 501, 1'he chi<‘f causes of sii lvtiess were <iysen- 
tery, <liarrh<ca, malaria, an.cmia, influenza and pneumonia. Pubercle of 
the lungs was. Imwever. <'onspi< n<tusly on (he dccrca.se. ;ind cholera and 
small pox were absent, except for a .solitary cast* of the latter at Berhain- 
piir, which was cured. One humlre<l deaths occurred diirifig the year, the 
ratio per 100 of the .average })opnla(ion lM*ing 10 t)9. .as against (19 in 1918. 
This heavy mortality was due to an epidemii- of inlluetiza at the Berhampur 
Asylum, which cau.s<*d 10 deaths, and the bad health of a large tuuuber of 
new admissions at the asylums at llacca ami Berhampur. 


Sanitation. 


[Uoport of tlio Suniinry BoanI aiu! tl»e Clnef EuRiucer, PuMir Health P.UO.] 

558. Altogether 14 schemes of water-supf)ly, sewerage and anti-mala- 
rial drainage were in courst' of con.st ruction during the year under the control 
of the Chief Knginwr, I’uhlic Health Department; six of these were com- 
pleted, while the I'xpenditure on new confstruction work amounted to four 
lakhs of rupees. The total capital expenditure on water-work.s and drainage 
and st'werage schemes carrietl out by municipalities during the year amovinte<l 
to K.S. 4.29,491 and Rs, 95.799 respectively. The progress of work was 
impeded hy .several unavoidable causes. The rise in the cost of materials 
nece.s.sifated revision of the estimate.s and a consefjuent ?•e-examin^ltion of the 
financial basiis of the s<*hemes; variations in rates of exchange atid labour 
difticiilties in England interfered witli tenders for machinery and otlier 
materials, and after the acceiJtance of tenders there was uncertainty about 
delivery and delay in the fulfilment of contracts. 
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The growing realiziition of the inipfU’tanoe of industrial housing in huge 
ialxiur centres congregated near the mills is evinced hy the munifuent con- 
tribution of 18^ lakhs, which has lit'en nia«le by the jute mill companies having 
mills along the Hooghly for schemes of sanitatitm in mill towns. 
Projects were prepared <luring the year umler review for the .sewerage of 
Titaghar, Naihati, Bhatparn, Kamarhati. Hha<lreswar and l’'hamp<lan\\ 
and for a town-planning .scheme at Hhat{)ara. as well as for the improvemeirt 
of its water-supply. 

559. Opiate years the District Boards have given greater attention to 
the quei5tion of improving the .sources of rural water supply, .and in the year 
under report over (r| lakhs of rupees were spent on the (‘onstnution of new 
tanks and w'ells in rural areas and over Rs. (IH.OtHt on the upkeep of the 
existing sources of supply. The elforts of the Dislrii't Boards in this direc 
ti«n are laudable hut their sagacity in tinancing capital works of this nature 
from revenue is open to (pie.stion. The Director of Public Health himself 
points otit that the practice of <levoting a large portion of general revenue to 
items of capital expenditun*. which might legitimately be met f?’om loans, 
is seriously crippling the public he.ilth work of District Boards and prevent 
ing theiu fi’om undertaking pr<»|>cr measures for the .s)i|)pression of .such 
epidemic di.sea.ses as chol(*ra. which re(]nire a sulliciently mnnerous staff of 
suitably trained subordinates. 

5fi0. The constitution of the Sanitary Board was the same as in the 
previous year. The Bo.ard hehi eight meetings in ('alcutt.i and one in 
Darjeeling and as before rendered valuable a.ssistama* to (lOVcrnmtMil in the 
administration of the Public 1 le.ilth Department. 

501. The .Asansol Mines Bo.ard of Health continued to do good work, 
of which two instances may be nimifioned. 'Phi' ratio of infant mortality in 
the area under its jurisdiction was only 110 per mille compar»‘tl with the 
rate of ‘.H2 in the district as a whole and tin* ])rovincial r.ite of 22S; this 
satisfactory result is ascribed to tlu' fact that the Board of Health employs a 
.staff of trained mi<lvvives, who not only remh'r gratuitous assistanis* to women 
during confinement but also act as health visitors. The effect of the 
efficient .system of vaiudnation and revaccination in force is ap|)ar(Mit from 
the fact that there were only 1-f deaths from small pox. all imported, and 
that there were onlv 200 local cases, none of which proved fatal. 

562. The year under review witnes.sed a raf)id expaiisitm of the W’ork 
of the Public Health Dcfiartment, tlu* burdmi of which fell l;irg(dy on the 
Director and the Chief Engineer of the Department 

566. 1'here was a slight incri'a.se in the total mortality from plagm*, 
424 deaths Iteing refiortisl as against 2>^9 deaths in the last year. Calcutta, 
as usual returned thelarge.st number of d(*aths, vi/., 664; th(*re wen* K(t deaths 
in the 24 Parganas, 5 in Howrah, 6 in llooghlv and 2 in .\adia. the, rest of 
the Presideiu‘y fjeing immune. 


Vaccination. 

[Annual litturnH anti NotO’*' on Vai^'rination in Hentral for iIki yrar Ilf 1 It* 1 of 

British Bart V-~Ar< a, Bupulation aiiil JNihlii; litstlth.] 

564. Death.s from .small pox rose aliove the high figure of 66. (KM) recorded 
in 1915 and aggregated 67,fM)0. Its ravages were , general, hut com 
pared with L’ust year a smaller number of cliildren under 10 were attacked, 
and the enhanced inortalitv was chiefly among. adults, fn several rnofassal 
towns it was found that the di.«ea.se was iinjiorted from Calcutta and sjuead 
first among the .sweepers, a cla.ss specially prejudiced against vaccination, 
and from them to the towmspeople at large. 

5(»5. Vaccination was stimulated by tbe prevalence of small-iKix and 
by the efforts of the Public Health Department to jiofmlarize preventive 
measures. Early in the sc'ason warnings were i.s.sued that^an epidemic was 
likely to occur; illustrated leaflets and posters were circulated widely, which 
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ai)f>ear to have had a pood effect; and local authorities and officers were 
urged to push on vaccination vigorously. The result was that the number 
of vaccinations increased by nearly 80 ner cent., rising from 1,785,000 to 
:i.lH7,0(K). Free vaccination was introduced, at the cont of the District 
Boards, in Birhhurn and Howrah and in the Patuakliali subdivision of the 
Bakarganj district. It was also continued in the districts of Burdw'an, the 
iSd-Parganas and Jalpaiguri as well as in certain thansis of Bogra and Malda. 
Several District Boards eiufiloyed })aid vaccitJators, and this system pioved 
.successful wherever it was adopUid. / 


The Poisons Act. 


nil tin* workiii'x of Ari tliiring; ItMl*.] * 

500. I'he provisions of the Atl us well as the rules issued under it were 
made known U) the fuiblic in the same manner as in the preceding years, 
d'he total number of liccu.ses granted during the year under review through- 
out the Presidenev in< luding CaK utta was 100 under sections *2 and 244 under 
seriion 4 as compared with 10‘d and 240, resf)erf iveiy. in lOIK. In Calcutta 
the total numlx'r of licenses i.ssueil under l)otli the st'ctions amounted to 138 
against 123 in the previous year. No licenst* was issued in the districts of 
haritlpur, Kajshahi. .lalpaigiiri, Mogra and Chittagong Hill 'rracts. The 
Hho[).s of liccn.sed vendors of poi.sf)ns waue as usual inspected by police and 
other ollicers, hut no .spriotis irn*gularity was detected, lii Calcutta 2 men 
were pro.se<aited for posscs.si(»nand sale of while arsenic without a licum.se. 
and 1 of them was convic ted and lin»‘d K*s. 100, the other being discharged. 
In inufassal tlistricts 15 proseculi<ins wei'e instiliitisl of which lOcnded in con- 
viction. Scv(M'al eases (d‘ cattle pois((ning wvv reported by the Commis- 
stoners of the Prc.sidcticy and Chittagong Divisions, and iinlictMised sale of 
[xii.sons w.as su.spect('d in certain <listrii ts. The Pnjscms Act of 1004 was 
rei»«'uh*d by the new Act of P.tP.t (India Act .\ \ 1 1 of IttP.t), 
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Education. 


[The Uep<irl ou I'lililif.' Iiihti ti<'t "ii it! Ih i f-iil (le liie Near 1!M .' 20. SlatiHlii’'- uf !$rili.li liiiliii, I’aii VII — 

I'i'lurat i‘*nal. ] 

507. During ihe yi'iir nmlor ri'vii'w tli«‘ iiuiiiUm’ of inslilnlion.s and piihlic; 
attending them im-reased In IjThi and 22.d74 ivspeetively. 'I'here was an 
increase in the immher of puhlit' institu(i«)ns. lai) private institutions, showed 
a, lo.ss, tlie eaiKses of wliich wfic' tin* prevailing adverse e( onomic conditions, 
the devastation cau.sed l»y tlic i’astern Bengal ( yclone and the prevalem e of 
epidemic diseases. 'I'hc total expcndiltire on education amounted to nearly 
Hs. lakhs, of whii h Its, KKI lakhs were coutrilnited direct hy (lovern- 
ment ; nearly Rs, 15.1 lakhs came from tin* funds of lo< al hodies, |{s. 
lakhs were derived from fees and Rs. 55 lakhs wen* obtained from endows 
ments, snhscriptions and other sources. 'I'he expenditure on the different 
branches of edm’ation is show n in tlu' follow ing statements. tf)gelhi‘r w ith th<^ 
numlH'r of scholars in the different classes of educational insi ilutions: 
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508. There were tlO art.s colleges (including 3 women’s colleges) of which 
8 were under (government management and tme w as under .Municipal manage 
ment, while Bi were aided and 14 unaided. The iuiiuIkt of students in these 
colleges was 21,557. With the ex<‘ej)tion of the Presidency and Dax;ca (’ol 
leges there was an increase in the number of students in other Ciovernmtrnt 
colleges. The exf>enditure on C’ollegiate edmration rose by Rs. 2,10,470 and 
the average cost of educating a stuclent was Rs. 107- 12 2. 


BduoAtlonal 

InstltuilonH 

and 

Expandltiiro. 


Collndlatn 

Kducaiion* 



OHtkp- Vll. 
iNsmuanoH. 


••oofiiliirir 
CdyoAll^n 0f 
Indidfi doy». 


Sdiioatiofi of 
Itididfi boys* 


Tv>aifilfii 
Toaolioro fOf> 
Ifidlaii dolioolo* 


UENGAL AOMWIKTRAflON llEPGttt. flftlMMO. 

The Wesleyan Ck>Uege, Bankura. the Mi'lnapore College , St. Paul’s 
Cathedral College, (/alciitta^ and the Diocesan (’ollege, Calcutta, received 
aiKHrial non-recurring grants amounting to Rs. 12,7Hfi for effecting certain 
structural and (»thcr iniprovemeuts. Out of the Imperial recurring 
grant of Ks. l,2t),000 for private Colleges, Rs. 1,20,400 wfis distributed during 
the year for the improvement of ('ollege laboratories and libraries on the re- 
commendation of the Syndicate. 

The Calcutta University (.'ommission’s report was published during the 
year under report. After an exhaustive eiapiirv tire ( 'ommissioh found funda- 
mental defects in the [iresent scheme of education in general and in present- 
day University educatit)n in particular. The Dacca University Act has Ijeen 
pjisstj J, hut tlie ouU'onic of the Commission's ’•<-p(jrt, so far as it affects the 
general Univer.Hit y and Secondary Udin ation System of the Presi<lency is still 
a mere matter for spcKajlation. The (’alcutta Univ«‘r.sity Bill has not api)earod 
as yet and in the nuNintime financial dillicullies arc appearing in the way of 
giving effect to I lie Commission’s re|)ort. 

utiS). 'j’hc iiumUrr of high s<’1km»1.s for Indian Isrys increa.sed by 57 while 
that of middle schools (lccrcase<l by 7t». 'I'lic fall in the latter chiss of fti.stitu- 
tions is mainly dm* to the raising of the status of middle J'mgli.sli sch'(K>ls to that 
of high schools and to the ever growing uii})opularity of the middle Vernacu- 
lar H<dio((ls. 'I'hc whole Secondary education System of the Presidency is 
approaching the point of breakdenvn as it has been built <m an absolutley 
un.sound fitiaticial basis. 'I’lie terms that were sanctioned for U.nglish and 
Vernacular teachers iiiidcr the S»‘<-oudary education Scheme are inadispiate 
in consideration of present «*conoiiiic conditions and a general re organ i.sation 
of salaries is taking place. 

1'lic ( 'alcutta University Coinmissioii ret'oinnicndcd the separation froni 
tiu- Universitv ciirricidiim of the work now (overed by the lirst two years «d’ 
the po'sent Uni\<M‘sity e<)uis(‘. tlu- eonstiiution of a new authority to control 
see4tiidarv and iiit^Tinediate (><iueation and the (‘siahlisliinent (d' a system of 
interniedialt* eidleges .s«»ni(* of which w»>n!d contain high school ('lasses. The 
adoption of this vital reform was announced in the ( i(ivt‘innient id' India re.- 
solution hut nothing eould be doiu> without an ,\et. During the vi'ar tinder 
r«*|iort sanction was accorded to the perniaut'nt n*tentiuii of nianual instruc 
t loll clas.ses in 21 hh (lovermuent and 12 aided schools. 

57d. The number of pupils attending primary schools for Indian hoys 
on the dlst March P.>2tl was as against rcturiicd on tlie 

same date of the preceding year. The luimher of pupils atU'iidiug upper prim 
arv .schools decreased Ity 2.d:i4 while pupils attending lower primary seliools 
inen'ased by ‘.t.lklh. The deeivase in the former cla.ss of linstitulions was 
shared by the Hurdwan, Presidency. Dacca and Cliittagong Divisions, ami th(» 
causes were, the increasiNl eo.st of living and the high rate of mortality duo 
to intlueu/.a and other diseases. The inerea.si' in the munliei' of puidls in llw' 
lower primary sc1»h»1s was shared by the thri'e I'astcrn divisions. Ttie numlsT 
of Hindu pupils in primarv .st'hools fell by 7, (Kin or 1 2 percent, while the num- 
Ihm' of Muhanmuidan pupils inereased by r.U.*ttt(» or by 2 ‘54 per eeiit. In terms 
of the Primary Kdueation Aet, which was passed in I’ehruary PUSf. the Muiii- 
('ipalitii's in liengal were ealUnl u|Htn to submit to (lovernnicnt certain shitis- 
tics ami estiinati's for the exU'Usion of primary education in their respective 
areas and the sul»ordinat4‘ insjavting staff was a.sketl to ludp ihi' Municipali- 
ties in the preparation of statistics. Since the pt*riod under review clost'd an 
officer of the 1. K. S. has Uvn placed on special duty to work out a prat'tical 
programme of expansion and improvement. The condition of |►rima^y edu- 
cation in Bengal continues to In* had and the outlook is depi'cssing. The worst 
feature is the fact that the [u imary sch«>ol teacher d(K*s not get a living wage. 
Then the facilities for training such teachers are inadetpiate, while many of 
the older scluHvls arc liopelessly inefficient; 

571. During the year under review there were two training colleges. 

(i norma! sc!uh)1s.‘ and 11 1 guru, muallim and special training schools. Four 
B. T. students were deputed to the Dacca Training Pollege by the (Govern- 
ment of His Exalted Highness the Nizam of Hyderabad. 
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The Calcutta Univeraity Commission recommended imix)rUnt changes in 
themci^aiiisatioii and curriculum of training oolleges» the latter ae it exists to- 
day facmg critioised as too theoretical. The number of training schools for 
vemaoular teachers remained stationaiy at 6, 5 of which are managed by Gov- 
ernment, wMle one, an aided institution, is maintained by the Clmrch Mis- 
sioiia^ Soci^y. The total number of guru-training schools and special 
training classes returned cm the 31st March 1920 was 111, of which 107 word 
managM by Government and 4 were aided. During the year under review 
mrders of the ^retary of State were received on the proposals for oj)euing 
guru-training schools of an improved ty|>e in central places. 

572. The scheme to bo-ordinate the apprentice trttining in the E. B. Ry. 
workshops at Kanchrapara with the Meoliaiiical Engineering classes of the 
Bengal Engineering College, Sibpur, has been favourably considered by Gov- 
ernment who have sanctioned a part of the non-retairriiig expenditure. The 
Dyeing classes of the college were removed to the Government Weaving Insti- 
tute of Seram{mre. The scheme for the general improvement of the Dacca 
School of Engineering which was submitted to Government was sanctioned 
during the year. The improvements sanctioned included the removal of the 
school and the workshop to the building formerly used as the Secretariat 
Press. The old overseers class will cease to exist after March 1921 . The 
number of students for admission to the higher classes of the Serampore Weav- 
ing Institute was insufficient and this fact was attributed partly to the late 
commencement of the session in November. It is proposed to remove the 
Weaving Institute from Seram[)ore, where there are difficulties in the way 
of expansion, to a spacious site at Lillooah. The Dacca District Bounl have 
launched a scheme for starting a Weaving Institute at Dacca, where the 
weavers seem eager to adojit improved machinery. The immlior of pupils 
in the Government Commercial Institute, Calcutta, on the 31st March 1920 
was 184; some of the.se were graduates and Muhammadans, very few of whom 
have sought admission to the institution previously. This indicates the 
popularity of tlie institution. During the year under review the Industries 
llepartinent was organized in accordame with the general proposals of the 
Indian Industries Commission. Since the close of the? year under review 
all educational institutions for technical and imiustrial training, with the 
exception of the Bengal Engineering (Villege and the Dacca Sidiool of 
Engineering, have lieen transferred from the Educational to the Indinstries 
Department. 

573. During the year under review the edm^ation of Imlian girls and 
women made an appreciable advance. The number of institutions of all 
classes on the Slst March 1920 and the numlier of pujiils reading in them 
increased by 732 and 16,219 respectively. The numlier of Hindu girls 
increased by 229 only while that of the Muhammadan girls iii<;r»!ascd by 
15,759. It is inter^ting to observe that the Muhammadans are making 
steady progress in female education. 

As the facilities for the training of women teachers were inadecjuate there 
was an utter lack of trained teachers specially in the secondary schtsils, for 
teaching such subjet^ts as IScience, Domtwstic Science, Sanitation, riiysical lidu- 
cation aoid Art work. In the matter of domestic economy a proposal was made 
during the year to create tw'o State scholarships to enable two Indian ladies to 
be sent to* the Glouc^ter School of Domestic Science to undergo a courm? of 
training, the idea being that these teachers should, on their return, be (xx upied 
with the training of teaciiers in this subject. For the future development of 
middle schools it was decided to start a central in school at 

Calcutta to provide instruction for orthodox Hindu girls in accordance with 
a distinct syllabus of its own and for this purpose the Binapaiii Girls’ School 
was selected. The number of Muhammadan and Fiindu pupils reading in 
primary schools inoroased by 16,516 and 1,614 resjiectively during the year 
under report. The increase in the number of Muhammadan pupils is largely at- 
tributed to die attractive nature of the roaktab curriculum, which includes the 
toaehing of the Koran and the ritual of Islam. Zaiiana teachers continued to 
do useful work and there were 1,302 pupils under them. Owing to the out- 
break of epidemics the work at some centres came to standstill. The scheme 
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for the teaching of needlework by peripatetic teacbexs wae popular and its 
extension was not possible for want of fimds. 

574. During the year under reriew there were 81 European adhooila of 
wiu(‘)i 62 were for general and 19 for spedal instruction. The number of 
IHipiis attendit^; these schools on the 31st March 1920 was 10406. tliere is 
no training class in Bengal for European male teacho'S. Government, how- 
ever. assists intendiim teachers to proceed to Sanawar for training. Only 
one candidate from mngal was deputed f<»r such training during tlm year 
nndei* report. A grant at a uniform rate of Rs. 7 was sanctioned during the 
year for- every cadet or boy scout between the ages of 12 and 16. The general 
('oiiditiott of European schools in Bengal is fairly satisfactory. The school 
authorities are* generally pressing for improvement as they are unabl^ !to 
maintain the institutions in efficiency on the present income. None of the 
K<‘h(M>iH have any capital to fall hack u{>on and bdilding improvements and 
extensions are in many cases vitally and urgently necessary. 

575 During the year under review the Muhammadan pupils in institu- 
tions of all kinds for Indians increased by 27,915. The Muhammadans are 
gradually gaining ground hut have still considerable leeway to make up. In 
piiiuary sriioois the prufwrtion of Moslem pupils is now commensurate with 
the ratio of the Muhammadan ponulation tf) the total {>opulation of the Presi- 
dency. The special feature of the year's progress in Muhammadan Educa- 
tion was the institution of the special Islamic Matriculation Examination 
under the reformed Mailrassa scheme. The first year Islamic Intermediate 
cliUs was started at the Diu'ca Madrassa in July 1919. In primary educa- 
tion Muhniiimadans made rapid progress hut in other grades of educatitm 
the n*sult was not satisfactory. 


Literature and the Prese. 
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576 The total numlicr of publications registered during the year was 
6906. luimely. 2,H04 Insiks and 1,099 issues of periodicals. Of the books, 
2.5.54 were original publications and 250 repubfications and translations. 
'I’hc IS.SUCS of periodicals I’epresenteil 150 separate publications, of which 44 
were in English, 6H in Bengali and the remainder in other languages. 'There 
were 16 cases of evasion of the law of book-registration (Act XXV of 1867). 

577 'There was a slight increase in the output of literature, as compared 
with that of the [iiweding year. The poetical literature of the year was of 
cou.siderahle interest, the most important work being a historical W)ic poem 
entitleil “ Sivaji, ” hy .logindra Nath Basu, b..a„ Kavibhushan Inere was 
marked ai'tivity in the production of biographical works. No drama of 
.sfiecial merit was produced. Fiction continued to flourish. Many good 
novels, historical, social and domestic, were published. The following are 
among the historical w’orks most deserving of notice, namely: — 

(1i a IxKik in English entitled “ Corporate Life in Ancient India," 
by Itomesh Chandra Mazumaar, m.a., Calcutta University 
Let'turer on Ancient History; and 

(2) an encyclopiedic work in Bengali entitled " Prithivir Itihas " 
(History of the World), Part VII, by Durgadas Lahiri. 

I'he output of political literature waned. The question of the reforms 
continued to be the most engrossing topic. There were no works of out- 
stiuiding merit in the domains of art, religion and philoeophy. 

578. The total number of newspapers and periodicals, both English and 
vernacular, printed and published ib the Presidency during tiie year was 
360 Of these, 218 wcare published in the town of (Calcutta ; 161 were in 
Bengali, 117 hi English. 9 m Hindi and the rest in Assamese, Sanskrit and 
other languages. 

Forty-seven new periodicals and newspapers wore started, 4 old papece 
were revived and 46 ceased to eacist. 
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579. The Indian papers displayed a deep interest in the peace discus- 
noDS. The Turkish question obsessed the hluhammadan journals whose jiro- munurw* *"* 
testations increased in bitterness as the outline of the terms to be imposed mmwm 
became more definite; they were assured of sympathy by the greater part of 
the Hindu press. No pr<W:ution was instituted under the Naval and Mili- 
tary News (Emergency) Ordinance. One book, three pamphlets, four leaflets innunppM* 
ana two tssnes of a newspaper were forfeited. The security of one press wa-s *«».«»• 
forfeited; an appeal against the order of forfeiture was dismissed by the High 
Court. Seclibity was demanded from 9 newspapers and presses. Of 
these, only 4 papers and 28 presses furnished security. The appointment 
of General Press Censor ceasea to exist at the end of February 1919, but that 
of Special Muhammadan Press Censor continued. 

680. The Refomis scheme was, as liefore, the main topic of jHiliticnl dis- 
cAssion. The extremist. and moderate sections maintained the rival positions 
they had taken up in the previous year, but the impression was fostered that 
reactionary forces at home and Eiirojiean influences in India w'ould rnu’cce«l 
in whittling down the original scheme. 

The interest displayed by Indian papers in the progress of the wai was 
sustained when the peace terms came under discussion. 1'hey wrote a 
considerable amount on the subject of the liberties of dejiendent nations, 
appljnng their conclusions more especially to Egypt, India and Ireland. 

Tne administration of the Defence of India Act was subjected to the usual 
criticism. The official communique is.sued in the middle of the yeai- annontu - 
ing a general amnesty to prisoners in token of the signature of the peai^e 
treaty was acclaimed, but the scale of remmsion jirescribed by tjoverniiient 
was considered illiberal. The Ilowlatt It^islation was unitedly altaf‘ked by 
the Iiulian papers, who misrepresented its objects and its probalilc effects 
upon the country. The adoption of satyaqraha as a means of securing poli- 
tical easements was generally opposed by the moderate papers, but all claim- 
ed the actual celebration o{ Satyaqrahn day as a triumph for the |>< <»]de. 

The unrest which the movement created and the disturbances which follow- 
ed it, however, worked a change, and even papers which originally su|>- 
ported the movement ret'anted. Wide satisfaction was exjiressed in tne 
moderate press at the appointment of Lord Sinha ns Ilnder-Secretary of 
State for India and his elevation to the British [leerage. 

There were sustained complaints in the Indian papers rt^garding the 
economic situation, the high prices of cloth and rice lieing put down to camses 
which Government could remove, if it cared to take action. Of the oilier 
subjects to which prominence was given, the most imjiortanl were the di.s 
turliances in the Punjab, the riots at Delhi and (Calcutta and the war witli 
Afghanistan. Much bitter writing prevailed in connection with the 
disturbances. 
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Ants and Soienoes. 


581. There were 276 students on the rolls on 31st Mandi 1929 against oo*«rnin«iit 
246 in the previous year. Of these 119 lielonged to the Elementary Depart 
ment, 51 to the Industrial Department, 37 to the Draftsman Department, 6.''> 
to the Fine Arts Department, and 4 to the Teachers’ Deriartment. Classified 
according to race or creed there were 3 Christians, 14 Muhammadans, 2 Bud 
dhists, 2M Hindus, and 3 of other communities. During the year undiT re 
view the students of the Modelling section executed a numb<.*r ot commissions, 
which gave them both practice and remuneration; these commissions included 
the historical paintings of Government House, Delhi, which were repaired 

22a 
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and renovatfOd. The total direct expcsDditure of the mdux>l amoonted during 
the year to Be. 28,503 against Ra 32,780 in the year preoed^. ThiW© 

28 iJoarders in the attached hostel. 

582. During the year under review a few examples of textile fahrics, 
wood carvings, metal wares and Indian paintings were purchased for the 
gallery. The practice of lending to the School of Art selected samples of art 
obj(fcts from the Art gallery, useful as examples to students, wm continued 
during the year under review. Among the distinguished yisitors to the 
gallery were His Excellency Tx)rd llonaldshay and several guests from Gov- 
ernment House, Calcutta. The late Deputy Keejw, Mr. Ram Chandra, 
died on the 19th November 1919, and by his death Government have lost a 
faithful and valued servant. 

583, The Indian S(X’iety of Oriental Art has organized exhibitions in 
Ixmdoii, Paris and Calcutta. The Society received a capital grant 'of 
Rs. 12.900. 


584. A(i{!ording to the retimis there were 3 other Schools of Art in the 
Presidency with 145 pupils reading in them. In 1918-19 the corresponding 
figtires were 3 schtnds and 138 pupils. The expenditure on these schools 
amounted during the year to Ra. 13,082 of which Rs. 2,400 was contributed 
by Government. The corn?aponding figure.s for the previous year were 
Rs. 12,083 and Rs. 1,800 re.spec!tively. 

585. There were four Music Schools in the district of Bankura of which 
the one at Bishntipore rmdved a grant of Rs. 142 from Provincial Revenues, 
iK'sides, Rs. 120 from Municipal Funds. The rest of the schools did not 
rtXH'ive any aid from [uiblic funds, but were maintained from fees and subs- 
criptioins. The (’ahaittn School of Music, an institution for the study of 
Western music, and the School of Indian Music conducted by the Sangit 
Sahha received grants during the year. 

580. On the 3lst March 1920 there were 372 students on the rolls of the 
Bengal F.ngineering College at Sibpur. Of this numlxjr 87 were in the 
Knginwr Department , 245 in the Apj^rentiee Department, and 40 in the 
Artisan Department. Classified aceonling to ra('e and creed there were 299 
Hindus. 10 Miihamniadans, 53 (’hristians. 2 Buddhists and 2 Parsis. The 
(otal din^'t ex]>endi(ure of the ('olloge during the vear 1919-20 amounted to 
Rs. 2,35.848 of which Rs, 2.0,5,028 e.arne from Provincial Revenues. The 
tf»tal value of the work turned out in tlie College workshops aggregated 
Rs. 17.193. In 1919 20. 23 students appeared at the B. F.. examination of 
whom 9 or 39 1 per cent, passer!; 22 .apneared at the I. E. examination, and 
13 or 59-09 per er'nt. passed. During the vear under review the title of the 
College was eha.ngt‘d, Fonnerlv the Civil F.nginer'ring College, it is now 
kmw'n as the Bengal F.nginw'ring College. Sanction of Government was ac- 
corded to the appointment of visiting hH'turers ns in the previous year; ad- 
ministrative approval of Government was also conveyed to wrtain structural 
improvements at an estimated cost of Rs. 3.32.257. The dyeing classes of 
the College wen' removed to the Government Weaving Institute at Serampore. 
Five Boarding stipends of Rs. 25 each were created in place of five free-stiid- 
entships available for European and Anglo-Indian students of the Appren- 
tiw Department. The scheme which seeks to co-ordinate the Apprentice 
training in the E. B. Rjulwav workshons with the Mechanical Engineering 
classes of the Bengal Engineering College, received .with thcf?: approval of 
Government who have alst> sjinctioned a part of the non-recurring expenditure. 

587. The Dacca School of Engineering had 277 mipils on the rolls. 59 
in the old Overseer claases. 63 in the new Upper Subordinate claases, 66 in the 
Dower Subordinate claases. 10 in thi> Amin class, and 79 in the Artisan 
Department. The total direct extwnditure on the institution amounted to 
Rs.61.560 towards which Provincial Revenues contributed Rs. 50.278. The 
total value of the work turned out was Rs. 2,777 for outside work, and 
Rs, 3,535 for work done to the school hostels and workshop. During the 
vear under report the school and the attached workshop were removed to the 
building formerly used as the Secretariat Press, and the designation of the 
Head of the institution was changed from " Head Master ” to “ Principal.’* 
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A sdwjfQfi for opening a 2nd year Amin class was submitted to Government . 

Tlie system of ci^iting each artisan student with one-half share of the profit 
made cm his work was introduced during the year with satisfactory results. 

The school sent a large variety of exhibits to exhibitions held at Caieutta anil 
Dacca. 

568. There were ^wo centres for mining instruction in the coal fields.* mining mvtfMo- 
♦Govemment are now considering the advisability of improving the mining •" ***• 
clas^ at thes^ centres independently of the Mining AsscH’iation ami the '**' "*'*'*' 
Mining federation. In the Mining Department of the Bengal Engini’cring 
Colley out of 14 students who entered on the final year s course 12 were 
awarded diplomas. In the Junior year 16 out of 24 wen* pertnittial to sit for 
the examination, and 13 qualified for promotion to the final year. There 
were 4 special students studying during the jieriod ; 33 students entered th(‘ 
pifeliminary class, of whom 27 were promoted. 


589. The short-term training classes at Dacca and Sihpnr continued 

during the year under review. Out of 14 registered candidates, only .') passed •“•*»•» ■«*mi- 
in 19^. A revised scheme was formulated hy the Dirwtor of Surveys for tlie 
delivery of a course of lectures on Survey maps and records for the benefit of 
pleaders and law students. Those lectures are to lx* controlled by th(‘ Univ- 
ersitv of Calcutta. 

• 

590. The nnmher of candidates that appean'd at the .\nnn (“xaminat ion bukv** bciuo** 
held in 1919 was 43 of whom 27 passed. Orders were issued hy (loverniiumf 

during the year under review transferring the control of the Mainaiuati 
Survey School from the Director of Survcv.s. Bengal, to the iMlucation 
Department. The school trains a few kanungos besides regular .students. 

At the final examination 45 students pa.ssed out of 48. The total direct 
expenditure on the school amounted to Rs. 10,000 to which l*rovincial Reven- 
ues contributed Rs. 7,921. 

591. In the Overseer examination held in Manrh 1920. 36 candidates Joint T«ohini- 
pa.ssed otit of 56 who actually. af)pea red. or 64-3 per cent., against 81 7 jicr ®"' 

cent, in the previous year. In the Sul)-Ovcr.s«‘r examination, which was 
held for the la.st time, 46 candidates passed out of 77, or .59-7 ruT cent, 
against .53-9 per cent, in the previous year. In (he new T>ower Sui)nr(liiia(e 
examination which is to take the place of the old Snh-Overseer exaininat ion 20 
pa.ssed out of 50, or 58 per cent. The figures in this paragraph include the 
candidates from Bihar and Orissa. 

592. During the year under review 35 candidates passed 25 in texlih* city >n<iouii«it 
and 10 in non-textile subjects; 24 women pa.ssod the examination in dorncstic “'•-ondoti 
subjects held at Calcutta and Kxir.s{‘ong. 

593. There were 50 .students under training in the higla-r el'js«(>s of the sorompopo 
Institute. In the Artisan class the numh(*r WHS out of which 53 

Block printing was introduced during the year under review with grKul 
results. It has been proposed to remove the Institute from Serauiporc to «" d outTying 
Lillooah. The total direct expenditure on the Institute amounted to 
Rs. 26,464 of which Rs. 25.952 came from Provincial Revenue-s. 

At the Pabna Weaving Institute the expenditure from Provincial 
Revenues amounted to Rs. 1,5.54, at Tangail Rs. 1.962. at Malda Ifs 2.048. 
at Bankura Rs. 1,813, and at Cox’s Bazar Rs. 1.194. The riiimlxT rtf pupils 
under training in these schords was 25. 20. 27. 22 and 9, rcsj>ec(ively. It is 
in contemplation to close the centre at Cox’s Bazar and to ripen new (centres 
at Zorabganj and Chaumohani. 

594. The opening, as an experimental measure for three years, of an 
industrial school at Rangamati was sanctioned hy Govemniimt during the 
year under review. The initial and recurring cost of the Rr;hfK)l has 
estimated at Rs. 6,149 and Rs. 3,840 a year respectively. 

595. The number of pupils in the day and evening cla,sse8 on the 31 st 
March 1920 totalled 184. The school was removed to more spacious premises 
during the year under review. Two additional lecturers, besides an instruc- c»ieiitta’ 
tor in typewriting, were appointed to cope with the increased teaching work 
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in English, Book-keeping and Geography. At the final ezamlnatioii 7 candi- 
dates pass^ out of 10, and at special examination 31 out of 43. Out of 130 
candidates who appeared from affiliated institutions 54 were successful. 
The total directexpenditura on the Institute amounted to Rs. 26,027. 

596. At the final examination of the “ B ” classes held in 1620, 19 
' candidates or 43 *2 |>er cent, passed out of 44. The corresponding figures for 

1619 were 44 and 24 respectively, « 

597, The State Technical Scholarship of the value of £150 a year was 
awarded to Mr. Apurba Kumar Sen for training in Industrial Chemistry with 
special reference to paper manufacture. 





AjlCBAlSLOdV. 


135 


mmut Vlli.~4r6lMMl0gy. 


ArohSBOlogy. 

# 

[AnnuAl Report of the AroU^ologicel Survey of Iwlia, EnetiTti Circlo, f jr 1919-203; 

598. Mr. K. N. Dikshit continued to officiate as Superintendent, Arch- 
aeological Survev, Eastern Circle, until Ist Seutember 1919, when he was 
succeed by Rai Bahadur Daya Ram Sahui. Mr. H. Panday was the Assis- 
taift Superintendent of the Circle for the major portion of the year. 

' 599. During the year, conservation work was done to the Ichai Ghosh 

temple at Goiirangpur, in the district of Burdwan, the mounting of the 
Dalmadal gun at Visliniipur. in the district of Bankura, was undertaken and 
completed, the Hossain Dalan and Kutub moscpte in Easu*rn Bengal 
which suffered during the earthquake and cyclone of 1918 were put in order 
and the repairs to the historical monuments in the district of Murshidabad 
undertaken last year were completed. The total expenditure on conserva- 
tion work during the year amounted to Rs, 13,674. 

During the year under review no addition wtis matlc to the list of monu- 
ments declared to be protected under the Ancient Monuments Piestu-vation 
Act, 1904 (Act VII of 1904). 

Four new finds of coins were reported during the year. In three castes 
acquisition was recommended as the coins were of nistoriiail interest. 

600. Two new finds of Treasure Trove not consisting of coins were 
re^rorted, including two stone images of Vi.shmi which were discovered at 
Falta in the Diamond Harbour sulxlivision of the 24 -Parganas. 
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Eoolaslastlcml. 

(iOl The Ecclesiastical Establishment in Bengal during the year 1919-20. 
pai<l entirety c»r in part by tiovernment, consisted of the Lcjrd Bishop of Cal- 
cutta, tla* Archdeacon of ('alcutta, the Domestic Chaplain to tlie Bishqp, the 
Itegistrar of the Diocese, 11 C’haplainsof the Church of England, 2 Chaplains 
()f the Church of Scotland, 10 r’ler^meii of the Additional Clergy or other 
Societies, the Most Reverend Arclmishop Dr. Brice Meiileman, 8.J., and 4 
Priests of the Homan Catholic Church. 


Chamloal Examiner’s Department. 

[ (»f iUv IHit itticnl Kxaiiilf>rr*ii l)«‘{mrtn)rt)t f»>r titc ytar BUtiitica of Britisii India, Part 

VI — Adiiuniitralivtt aotl Jiulicial.] » 

(»02. Rui Chuni Lai Bose Bahadur continued to hold charge of the 
<lef>artment throughout the year during the absence on military duty of 
Lieutenant (kdonel F. N. Wimlsor, i.m.s. 

OOJi. The total numlier of analysis performed increased from 3,016 to 

3,687. Forty samples of ahee were received for analysis and, of these, 33 

were found to he unlit for human consumption. Of the 44 samples of 

mustard oil, 31 samples were adulterated with deleterious oils containing 

hvdr<K’VHnie acid. 

♦ *• 

604. In the Medico- legal Department 1,598 cases were examined or 242 
more than in 1918. The total numl>er of articles examined in this department 
was 2.936, as compared with 2,510 in the previous year. Viscera of 707 
persons were examined; the [lercentage of detection in human poisoning 
cases was 44-58, as compared with 38-88 in the previous year. In cattle 
imisoiiing cases, tiie percentage of detection increased from 69-77 in 1918 to 
61-89 in 1919. 


Veterinary Department. 


[U-p irt i>f the Vettipiimry L’oll«'g« »n«t of tlie CivU VoteriiiMjr Dep*rtuieiit, B«og«l, for ihojtoor 

ISIS 20.] 

605. The number of students at the Bengal Veterinary College at the 
end of the session was 158. of which number 64 belonged to Bengal, 66 to 
Biliar and Orissa and the rest to other provinces. Owing to 14 students 
leaving Uie College, there was a slight fall in the number of students, as 
compared with the preceding year’s figures, which was IM. During the 
year 32 students graduated from the College, of whom mne beloi^d to 
l^ngal. All the new graduates have been employed as veterinary a a s is ta n ta. 



lUMsao.] 


ZOOLOGICAL GAllDKN, CALCUTTA. 


1 07 Oh*». m. 

MtSOBIAANS- 

. 606. During the year 2,447 patients were treated and 663 operations — 
performed at the Colle^ Hospital. There were 12,994 prosecutions under 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act, but only 337 animals were sent 
to the Colli^ Infirmary % the trjdng Magistrates. 

607. In Calcutta and its suburbs all the stables and cattle-sheds were an# 

regularly inspected. Glanders and farcy were detected in 30 stabUvs and abu 
surra in 2, against 13 and 4, re.spectively, in the previous year. In the 
mufassal 7 deaths feorn glanders were reiK)rted as against 17 in the previous 

year. 

608. In the year under review there was a small decrease in the mortality own 

of animals from contagious disejiscs, the total number of deaths reported p * p*^rtm7n t 
being 14,898 as against 15,569 in the previous year. There was, however, 
a noticeable increase in mortality from rinderpest, the number of deaths 
from which was 12,178, as against 10,772 in the previous year. This 
increase is primarily (hie to heavy outbreaks in the 'I'ippera district. There 
were in all 537 outbreaks of rinderpest, haunorrhagic septicaunia, and 
anthrax and 84,896 animals w(;re inoculated as against 67,083 animals in 
426 outbreq,ks in the previous year. The death-rate amongst the inoculated 
was only *4 for the whole province; on the other hand seventeen times as many 
uninoculated animals died during the outbrt*aks. I.eaflets dealing with the 
prevention and treatment of cattle disea.se.s wc^re fnMjly distributed. Steps 
have also lx*en taken to improve the agem^.y for rejiorting outbreaks. 'Ine 
itinerant veterinary assistants visited 12,831 villages and treatinl 58,761 
animals as against 13,462 villages and 5H.(i25 animals in the previous year. 

609. Four new dispensaries were established at Balurghat, Nilphamari, oiBpBnaariBa 
Patuakhali and Brahnianbaria during the year, thus bringing the total 

number of such institutions up to 35, whilst it is satisfactory to note thdt 
other dispensaries are under contemplation. The number of patients treated 
at these dispensaries was 44,747 as again.st 43,312 in the previous year. 

610. The number of stud bulls kept by Government and local bodies ■l•BBdlag ar 
increased from 104 in the previous year to 124 in tin* yt^ar under report. Of 

these 57 are the propeily of local l)odi(;s. A record is now being kept by 
the veterinary a.s.sistants of the services of .stud hulls and of their results. 

611. Veterinary subcommittees were a{)pointed by District Hoards 

in some districts; the scheme will be tried throughout the province in the oommit«aB« 
current year 

612. Important diagnostic work was done in this laboratory during the B*y,„ond 
year. After post mortem the brains of 126 animals suspected of rabies (of rbbbbpbh 
which number 96 showed negri Ixtdie.s) and 263 pathological spccimeti.s whuc ‘■••*B»*AtB»*ir. 
mitToscopically examined and reported on. 

Samples of bouemeal intended for export to New Zealand from (’:ilculla 
were examined for anthrax or other [)athogenic organisms. 


Zoological Garden, Calcutta. 


f Annual rrport of tli** Honorary < omiuif luc f(»r tin* y» ar 


613. The financial condition of the garden w as on the whole satisfactory, ^|„,„ob and 
in spite of the high cost of food-grains and of building materials. 1’he entrance statiBtiBB. 
receipts amounted to Rs. 54,524-2, an increase of H.s. 0,034 2 over those of 
the previous year. Including the Government contribution of Hs. 20,000, 
the total receipts amounted to Rs. 1,31,622 10 and the total expenditure to 
Rs. 84,983-12-3. leaving a surplus of Rs. 46,638 13-9. During the year 
715,039 persons, or 79,542 more than in the previous year, visited the garden. 

The number of mammals, birds and reptiles in the garden at the (;los(5 of the 
year ^as 294, 1,919 and 183. respectively, again.st 299. 1,944 and 171 at the 
close of the previous year The garden was. as usual, open free to the public 
one day in each month . and 35,674 persons availed themselves of the concession. 
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614. There was no change in the policy concerning- the treatment of 
hostile aliens in Bengal. In Dexiember 1019 such of the German and Austrian 

who were not exempted were repatriated by the S.S. Mam; those 
exempted were released, and the Takdan camp was closed. 

615. Ttie outbrejik of hostilities with Afghanistan created no appreciable 
excitement. Orders were issued under the Foreigners’ Ordinance directing 
.\fghan subjects to register themselves before the Commissioner of Police or 
the District Magistrate of Howrah or the 24-Parganas, an»l to obtain the 
permi.s.si<(n of the same f)fFicer l)efore moving out of his jurisdiction. 

616. The formal fxjblic announcement of peace was made on the 19tb 
duly 1019, the <late fixed for the celebrations in Kngland. At each distrtet 
lieadquarters the senior officer read out tlie Royal Proclamation; explained 
the terms of peace with (Jerniany and maile a statement regarding the release 
uf prisoners. In November 1919 the actual [>eace celebrations took place. 
The variou.s functions pas.sed off (juietly. 

617. 'I'he two minutes’ silence enjoined by His Majesty the King- 
Fmperor to commemorate the aiiniversai’v of the Armisti(^e was observed on 
the lltb N'ovemiHT tlirougliout Bengal. On that oitcasion for the space of 
two minutes at 11 .^.m. all normal a< tivities \ve?’e completely suspended. 

618. 'I'he publication of the Royal Proclamation signifying assent to the 
Reform Bill was warmly welcomed; the grant of clemency to political offen- 
ders being a, matU*r of partictilar congratulation to the iMilitically- 
rninded classes. The Proclamation was read by His Excellency the Oovernor 
from the steps of the Town Hall on the 24th I)e(MMnl)er in the presen'e of 
leading officials of ('alcutta and repre.sentative noblemen. It was also 
pul>lit!ly read liy senior officers in the districts. 

619. A noticeable feature of the j)eriod under review was the uneasiness 
displayed in Moslem circles as to the late of Turkey and the Khilafat. To 
mark their protest a hartal was observed on the 17th Octolwsr 1919 in 
(Calcutta and in a numlwr of places in the districts. The day pas.sed off 
without disturbance. 

620. The Bengal KmpK)yment and laibour Board, which was started in 
January 1919 to <leal with the resettlement in civil life of .Anglo-Indian and 
Furopenn olficers tlischarged from war service, also assisted discharged 
liengali soldiers in finding employment. Acting as an Employment Bureau 
it secure<l appointments for J92 persons, of which J67 were Government 
appointments. The Board was dissolved on the IBst March 1920, but its 
activities so far as the Bengali soldiers are concerned were continued by the 
Political Department of the (Jovernmont of Bengal. 

621. The future of the European branch of the Indian Dt'fence Force, 
the Bengal Light Horse and of the other units of the Indian branch of the 
Indian Defence Force were at the end of the vear still awaiting final decision. 
Training, however, continued, but Tu>t in an intensified form. 
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